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 Thursday, January 8, 2015







    



    Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, January 8, 2015 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Jonathan Williamson and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

     Approval of the December 11, 2014 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Mr. Allison and  Mrs. Katz second and a roll call of six yes  votes.  Ms. Miele was absent. There were no questions or comments.  
 Limited Courtesy of the Floor.
There were no requests.
Reorganization of City Council

Mr. Hall stated that every year there is a reorganizational meeting of City Council to elect the leadership for City Council and committees.  The way that it works we would open the floor for nominations for president, there will be no need to have seconds. We will close the nominations and if there's any discussion there will be some, if not then there will be a vote where you will asked to vocalize the name of the person that you're voting for. When that is done we will go to the nominations for the vice president and repeat the same procedure.
  Mr. Hall asked if there were any nominations for City Council President.

Mrs. Katz stated I nominated Bill Hall for President.  Dr. Williamson seconded it.

Mr. Hall then asked for a motion to close the nomination.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello. 

Mr. Hall asked for a vote to close the nominations.

The nominations were closed with six yes roll call votes. 

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes. Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  Ms. Miele was absent.

Mr. Hall asked if there was any discussion on the vote for City Council President.
The vote was 6 to 0. Ms. Miele was absent.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes. Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  Ms. Miele was absent.

Mr. Hall was elected City Council President.

Mr. Hall asked for the nomination for vice president of City Council.

Mr. Allison stated he would like to nominate Dr. Jonathan Williamson.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any other nominations, there were none. He asked for a motion to close the nomination.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on closing the nominations.

The nominations were close with six yes roll call votes. 

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes. Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  Ms. Miele was absent.

Mr. Hall stated Dr. Williamson has been nominated for vice president, any questions?

There were none.  Mr. Hall took a vote on the Council Vice President.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes. Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  Ms. Miele was absent.  The vote was 6 to 0.

Dr. Williamson was elected Council Vice President.

  Dr. Williamson stated he just like to thank his colleagues for the confidence that they have put in him and he looks forward to the coming year working together.

  Mr. Hall stated I feel the same and I think we work together well for the last couple years and I am very pleased with all the committees also. Everyone has worked very hard and I hope we continue to do the same thing for this year and I appreciate your support for reelecting as Council President.
Resolution #8398
Resolution  Authorizing the Williamsport Bureau of Police to Hire Four Officers

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

  Chief Foresman on this resolution, for your consideration is to hire three officers for the Williamsport Bureau Police. With your vote tonight, these candidates will start their employment on 26 January, 2015.  He introduced each candidate and gave a brief biography about each.
Chief Foresman stated that 2 of the candidates will be leaving for the Academy to train and they will be there for six months.

  Mr. Allison stated he would like to welcome these fine young men aboard and thanked Chief Foresman for the new hiring process.

  Mr. Hall stated remember to protect and service.  Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was six to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes and Ms. Miele was absent. 
Mr. Hall changed the order of the agenda.

Demolition  - 343 West Fourth St. Danko Holdings LP

Mr. Gerardi this is a request from Danko Holdings, the structure was used for a commercial facility and it is currently vacant. The owners’ intent is to expand the facility, expand it to the new liberty arena. At that time a land development plan will become before Council for their approval. We will also bring a certificate of appropriateness which will be required to any construction.   He pointed out the area of demolition.  We do have a representative here if you have any questions.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion for the demolition.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Dr. Williamson asked for a timeframe on the demolition.

  Mike Bolsar, manager for the Liberty Group. The expected timeframe supposed to be by the end of this month. We might be able to get some interior things started, it usually takes about 4 to 5 weeks, so we are looking at end of February or early March. The timeframe for the demolition is about 4 to 6 weeks after.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any more questions.

The demolition was approved with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.  Ms. Miele was absent.
Resolution 8399
Resolution for Legal Services With City Solicitor

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Lubin, this agreement and the one to follow are similar to the ones that we have used in the past. The only difference really is that instead of individuals, due to the amendments to the third class city code, the law firms are being named instead of the individual.  

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.  Ms. Miele was absent.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.

Resolution #8400
Resolution for Legal Service with Assistant City Solicitor

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Noviello asked about the conflict of interest when one firm is representing the City ….

  Mr. Lubin stated we have always worked that out and have been cautious of which meetings we take.

Mr. Hall asked for questions.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.  Ms. Miele was absent.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.

Resolution #8401
Resolution Awarding Phone System Replacement Contract for the City of Williamsport

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Justin Wray, IT Coordinator, this is a resolution to replace the city's phone system at all locations outside of River Valley Transit. That is basically what it boils down to.  This was reviewed by the Finance committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated, we went through a number of details on this including the process to arrive at this resolution. There were three bids, although it did not require a formal bid opening. There was actually one lower bid that would've tied our hands for basically, well beyond the five-year period of the contract and likely cost us more in the long run.  It was the recommendation to take Windstream’s bid.  At first, I thought the cost was pretty high, but I found out that not only includes our phone equipment but it also includes our phone service which currently cost us around $2500 a month. This increase of a little less than $1000 a month over the course of the five years is the actual cost of the equipment, we still get phone service. There is a small additional payment, then we would own the system.  For anybody who is in City Hall or has called City Hall over the last couple years, they know that some days you couldn't:, some days we could call out and it is a very much needed system. Finance passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Smith stated thank goodness that Justin has been working on this because the phone system could die at any time. This past year we had a couple lightning strikes which took line cards out which are no longer available because the system is obsolete. I would like to applaud him for looking into this and doing his homework.  This is something that is very much needed and I feel we would not get throughout 2015 without replacing it.  

  Mr. Allison stated we reviewed in the contract that services not covered in the contract, Justin has a handle on it.  We are updating our technology. For us to function in this day and age, we need to do this to efficiently run this and interact with all the other government agencies.

  Mr. Noviello stated I am assuming that we are making the necessary steps and I appreciate the efforts.

  Dr. Williamson stated we will be paying $3500 a month for the next five years but for the long run if we continue to just own our phones are actual service goes down to about $1900 a month. Over the lifetime of the system itself, the actual phones are essentially free compared to what we are paying now. He also stated there is a lot of equipment in there are four or five sites and it is a complete system.

  Mrs. Katz stated that Justin really did a good job because when you look at our companies, you have done your job well.

  Mr. Wray also stated there is an app for your phone.

Mr. Hall asked if Mr. Wray will be looking at our cell phones in the future.

Mr. Wray stated, that’s to be determined.

Mr. Smith stated, he is being humble, because it is in his job description that Justin should be taking over that, but that has not happened yet.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution.  

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.  Ms. Miele was absent.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.

Resolution #8402
Resolution Real Estate Exemption
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

 Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Pawlak stated what I have there is from the treasurer's office is a real estate exemption for 2014 for a disabled veteran. Attached you will see the certificate.

Mr. Hall asked if there were questions or comments hearing none, Mrs. Frank.
The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.  Ms. Miele was absent.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.

Resolution #8403
Resolution Real Estate Reduction
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
  Mr. Pawlak, again on behalf of the treasurer's office, this is for a 2014 real estate tax that was removed for improvement.

Mr. Smith stated that property was brought to us for demolition so that is the improvement.

Mr. Hall asked if there were questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.  Ms. Miele was absent.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.

Accept for filing: 


Williamsport Water & Sanitary Minutes 10/22/14 & 12/19/14


Controller/Treasurer Report November 2014 
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these minutes.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.  Ms. Miele was absent.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.

Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, January 22, 2015 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
There is also a special meeting where City Council is taking applications and interviewing for the City Treasurer’s position.  The meeting is Tuesday, January 13, 2015 at 7:30 PM. There will be public interviews and a public vote to fill the position of vacancy left by Mr. Thomas O’Connor.
Mr. Allison asked the solicitor about the law concerning that.

Mr. Lubin replied it applies to the Sunshine Law….. The executive sessions for personnel do not apply.

 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




             Monday,  Jan 12

  12:00 PM  Planning Commission Meeting




Thursday, Jan. 15

    4:00 PM  Board of Health




Friday, Jan. 16


  12:00 PM  Housing Appeal Committee




Tuesday, Jan. 20

  10:00 AM  Blighted Property








    3:30 PM  Finance Committee








    7:00 PM  HARB


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]










Mr. Hall asked for question or comments from City Council.
  Mr. Smith stated the actual dollars received from real estate were less, but you have to look at the exemptions and exonerations. We have to go back and look at 2014, because the County is the one that  assesses the property, it is not that they were not being collected, they were not being charged for it.  

  Mr. Allison stated he had a couple thoughts in light of what happened in Paris.  Some of things we take for granted in this country, sometimes we are upset about what the press does, that it makes you appreciate that it is an established freedom that we hold dearly in this country, regardless of what is said, people are free to voice their opinions, their ideas and their philosophies and the public ways. The public on the whole gets it right. Abraham Lincoln said you can fool some of the people some of the time but not all of the people all of the time. I am just thankful that when we have our disagreements with the press, it stays there, people can write letters to the editor and they are printed it and that is nationwide. It is worth defending, and it is worth dying for. If we lose that, we lose the ability to live as free people. 

  Mayor Campana stated I am very pleased to introduce our newest worker in City Hall. He is our HR director. He is Lieut. Col. Alan Anderson.

  Mr. Anderson, I am here as a representative and a consultant with Felice & Assoc. Management company, they have been in business for about 45 years. The last time I was here in City Council I was here to receive an award in helping capture a perpetrator. Now I am here to give back to the City. I now live in Loyal sock, I was born and raised in Williamsport. I do know some of the people here, he talked about his moving around as a youngster.  He graduated from Williamsport Area High school and Lock Haven State University.  He went into the Marine Corps in 1974 and was commissioned as a second lieutenant.  And later retired from the service and went to work at Lock Haven University.  I am very excited about being here and this is amazing to me to talk to several people that I know. This week has been very incredible because I have met some of the staff members. A want to say that City Council is doing a great job and I appreciate the opportunity to give back to this community in this role that I'm in. I think you very much for the opportunity, and I would like to meet more of you.
  Mr. Scott Miller 822 Tucker St.  I like Randy's comments. Here in the United States we have freedom of speech, I can come here and as long as I'm not rude or slanderous, I can pretty much say anything that I want. Tonight I want to say, I am Charlie.
Adjournment





Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Allison and second to motion by Mrs. Katz..  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at    8:32  PM.

Janice Frank, City Clerk   
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado


	Mr. Joe Gerardi 


	Mr. Joseph Pawlak 


	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


         Mr. Gary Knarr absent 


	Mr. Bill Wright, S&P absent	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief


	Greg Foresman, Police Chief, 


	Chief Heinbach 


	Sol. Norman Lubin


	Janice Frank, City Clerk


	Members of News Media	


	Members of the news media


	





Council members present:


	Bill Hall, President  


	Jonathan Williamson, Vice President   	Bill Hall, Councilman


	Bonnie Katz, Councilwoman 


	Don Noviello, Councilman 


	N. Clifford Smith, Councilman	Randall J. Allison, Councilman


	Elizabeth Miele, Councilwoman absent


	Randall Allison, Councilman 











