City Council Meeting Minutes of January 9, 2014

Thursday, January 9, 2014
Williamsport, PA

Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, January 9, 2014 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Don Noviello and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Council President Bill Hall called the meeting to order. He asked for approval of City Council Meeting Minutes dated 12/12/13 & 12/19/13.  Do I have a motion to approve these minutes?  

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.  There were no questions or comments.  The minutes were approved with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.   Dr. Williamson was absent.
There was no courtesy of the floor.

Appointments/Reappointments

Housing Board of Appeals

Curley Jett, 641 Fourth Avenue 

Ron James, 1602 Memorial Avenue

Ted Lyons, 54 Rodrick Road

Bernadine Timmins, 713 Third Avenue

Jeff Reeder, 56 Brandon Place

All terms are four year terms commencing 1/9/14 & ending 1/9/18 
  Mayor Campana stated that this is a new board added because of the Williamsport Rental Ordinance.  These appointees are City Residents and outstanding citizens.

  Ms. Miele asked why these appointments are not staggered.  She stated it might be wise to do that in the future.  Mr. Gerardi stated in the future we can do that, but they are newly appointed by ordinance for the first term.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were questions or comments, we will take the vote as a whole tonight.

The appointments were carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Dr. Williamson was absent.
The City Clerk swore Ron James, Bernadine Timmins and Jeff Reeder in that night.
  Mr. Hall thanked them for their service and appreciates their willingness to serve and volunteer.




         

Demolition 201 Maynard Street – Pennsylvania College of Technology
  Mr. Gerardi stated  this is a request for Penn College structure located at 201 Maynard St. is located in the institutional zoning district. The structure has been used for commercial facility and this is now currently vacant. The owners intent is to seed the area and there are no development plans at this time.  When it does occur, a land development plan will be required prior to any construction and if not grass will need to be planted within three months. We do have a representative here if you have any questions.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this demolition.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz. 

  Ms. Miele asked if it would be possible for Penn College to let them know what the plans are for the Maynard St. Corridor.

  Mr. Gerardi stated at this time, there are no plans as of right now.

Mr. Hall asked if there were other comments…hearing none, Mrs. Frank.

The demolition was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.  Dr. Williamson was absent.
Demolition 130 East Third St. – Jay Two Associates, Inc.

  Mr. Gerardi stated this is a demolition request from Jay Two Associates for the structure located at 130 East Third St in the Central Business Zoning District.  The structure has been used as commercial/apartment complex. The land development will be required prior to any construction. Grass will need to be planted if or permit is not issued within three months. We do have a representative here if there are any questions.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this demolition.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Smith stated that the second floor of this was used for apartments, Mr. Gerardi stated that is correct.         Mr. Smith asked if it has been inspected by codes? Mr. Gerardi answered yes. Mr. Smith asked if there were any issues with the apartment building?  Mr. Gerardi answered none that he is aware of. Mr. Smith asked why is it being demolished?

  Mr. Gerardi stated I believe the owner is working on for something to go in, but that is what the intent is, he also owns the property next door which was approved for a demolition two months ago. He owns several lots in that particular area.

  Mr. Smith stated he was wondering if the two businesses in the bottom are going to relocate the city?

  Mr. Gerardi stated he has no idea.

  Mr. Smith stated it is a shame to tear that building down the way it looks since it does meet codes and there are businesses already in there.  I guess the developer plans on putting something up that is going to generate more money.

  Ms. Miele, I would like to echo Mr. Smith's concerns, that side of the street is one of the few kind of cohesive blocks in that neighborhood right now. It is a shame to see us losing to attractive historic structures and that neighborhood. Especially because I would like to see that neighborhood become the next front tier in terms of downtown development. For what it's worth it does seem like a shame. This is a good solid structure we have so many in the city that are not, it does seem like a shame to demolish this one.
  Mrs. Katz stated since it does bother all of us, is it possible to speak to Mr. Albrano?

  Mr. John Albrano, 201 Basin St.

  Mrs. Katz stated the problem is we have so many demos in the city, and since this one is structurally sound and no problems, it does bother us on Council to see this being done, are you planning to bring something better?

  Mr. Albrano stated there were no plans at this time, I don't know that, that is relevant, it is a demolition application.

  Mrs. Katz stated I guess it bothers us because there are businesses here and we are looking forward to this end of town starting to become more developed and we would like to see something that will be very beneficial to the neighborhood.

  Mr. Albrano, what I would like to see something too, but it's been five or six years since the CBG and nothing has happened, no plans for traffic, parking, nothing to facilitate any development down there. We just finished the holiday season and we could even get Christmas decorations. We are part of the central business district, the entire CBG was decorated, but once again things seemed to stop right at Market St, so we are being forgotten.  It's been that way for five years, we have just changed a few letters on the zoning that's all.
  Mrs. Katz stated so you would like to see more input as far as the city goes as including everything that is done in the central business district to expand to your district in that area.

  Mr. Albarano replied, we are the central business district.

  Mrs. Katz stated that she could understand because she heard that Newberry was upset, because of Christmas lights and things like that.

  Mr. Albarano, this is not about Christmas lights.

  Mrs. Katz stated it is part of it, it is about being included, I know when I had my business on Third Street I always felt that I was on the outside looking in and never was part of anything and I can understand what you are saying. I think it would be good of the city to have a plan to include someone like you who is trying to bring something into the neighborhood.

  Mr. Albarano, like I said I would enjoy that too, but it's been five or six years and I am not seeing any progress.

  Mr. Smith stated that sounds like to me that this is a vendetta against the City. Obviously, you have seen nothing done, why would somebody take a building like this that has two commercial tenants and a parking unit, and tear it down and have no plans for it? I look at this as a vendetta against the City.

  Mr. Albarano, answered, my business has been in the city for over 52 years. Nobody has built in the 52 years more than our organization in the city. If you want to call it a vendetta, call it whatever you want, I will put my record up against anybody else's.

  Mr. Smith stated that you have also sold most of your properties.

  Mr. Albarano, answered what properties?

  Mr. Smith answered that's what we are hearing, the Basin Street development.

  Mr. Albarano replied, I own the Basin Street development shopping center, I don't know where you're getting your information. You want to give me a specific property? 
  Mr. Smith stated that he will find them.

  Mr. Albarano stated anytime you want to sit down and compare notes let me know.

  Mr. Smith stated that sounds like he is very bitter.

  Mr. Albarano stated I am not bitter, I can forever go on about being bitter, it is your Council’s lack of action, but you can call it a vendetta and call me whenever you want to call me, but I'm not in a position of power to do something. You are. So if you don't like it, you are in the seat to change it.

  Ms. Miele, perhaps the best way to look at this from all sides is we are all in a position of power to change it. So let's look at this, there are a number of stakeholders in that area equally concerned from the lack of attention from the city government, hoping to see redevelopment down there. Perhaps we should look at this discussion as a good move to begin thinking about how to incentivize investments by the city down there and stakeholders. I would encourage you if possible if you have truly no claims for these properties, if you do have two tenants that are currently paying rent, then perhaps you have six months to hold on to the permit and to hold on and see if we can work toward some development that would make you little happier and maybe give you a reason to hang onto some of the structures.

  Mr. Albarano stated anytime you want to sit down and talk about it, I am open to that. Nobody ever calls me, nobody ever asked me.

  Mr. Hall stated, there have been several meetings in that part of town over the last couple months. The intent was to invite you to them after the organization was set up and going. There is a group of people, called the old city initiative, and I know that we have $25,000 that we put in to looking at hiring a consultant to bring developers, residential developers and business developers to look and see what we can do in that part of the city. We also have the County that is working for us at no cost to the city to submit a grant application for another $25,000, which this Council will probably vote for that on 23 January, in addition there is another organization that will be kicking out some money so we will have a good-sized pile money for the possibility of hiring of consultant to look at east of Market Street finally.  You are right, it has been sitting there a long time, and you have expressed your frustrations to me before but I hope when we do get a look at this, you will hear from the chairman of the economic revitalization committee, Mr. Allison. He will get in touch with you within the week and update you on what's going on and invite you to be part of that.

  Mr. Albarano, stated this is the first time he's hearing about that and if you recall five or six years ago, he put in an offer to buy the property at Mulberry and via Bella, which this Council refuse the sale of it. One of the reasons it was stated was we didn't want to sell the property because we wanted the parking and a traffic study done in the area. Six years later, nothing is done, the study is not done, and now we're just talking about the study, it took six years to just talk about it. Now not only has the city lost the proceeds from the sale, but you have lost tax revenue on the 3 1/2 million dollar project that was planned for there to the tune to about $100,000 a year in taxes that were lost. So, why we are sitting around six years talk about getting the study started, the city has lost a half $1 million in revenue from it. This property today still sits there empty. So do you see my frustration?

  Mr. Hall, answered, I recall that parking lot H thing and you and I have talked about that in the past, we can talk about it again in the future. There were reasons the city did not sell it at that time. The point I am trying to make is now there is something happening, and yes you will get your certificate tonight because there's no legal reason this Council can deny it. But we are strongly asking you to think about not using it right away, get involved in this group and see what comes out of it. Hopefully it will be a group led by people like you, facilitated by government, not led by government so because you all know which are doing obviously a lot better than we do. We are not developers, and most of us are not entrepreneurs, we are not big business like you were.

  Mr. Noviello stated with respects, this is not the same Council that sat here six years ago. So you might find differences in opinion and points of view as well as some activities that we said have already been taken place. As you will know in business, some things are kept quiet until there is something to speak about and tonight was obviously a beginning opportunity to speak about what has been done so far. You certainly are at the top of the lists of those who we have in mind to be speaking to. The holidays did slow us down to some extent. That organization is still in the sense in the informational gathering stage which will incorporate people like yourself because that's where the information will come. Although it has been six years, I will ask you have more patience for the things to come. 

  Mr. Smith stated the reason why I made the statement that I made, the last time I ever spoke to was about three years ago. I ask you specifically what I could do to help you as the developer, and you told me nothing. I am pulling Panera out of the city and I am pulling Starbucks out of the City, that was the end of the conversation I ever had with you that's why I made the statement that I made. So this goes back about three years ago.

  Mr. Albarano answered I don't know what conversation you are referencing, but it's not very difficult to see that Panera is still in the City as well as Starbucks is still in the city.

  Mr. Smith stated well we knew was an idle threat the statement was made.

  Mr. Hall stated I don't know anything about that, but I do appreciate your time and your efforts in the city and yes the wheels of government do work slow but this time they are moving. Are there any other questions or comments on this demolition?

The demolition was approved with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.  Dr. Williamson was absent.
Ordinance # 6250
Ordinance Amending an Ordinance of the City of Williamsport Being Known as Council Bill #2868, Approved January 21, 1961, as Amended, Establishing Stop Signs, Parking Signs & Other Changes to the Traffic Code  Amending Traffic Control Maps(final reading)Bill # 1619-13
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the ordinance.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.

  Mr. Hall asked if there was anything to add from last time.
  Mr. Wright stated nothing to add.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any comments or questions.  Hearing none, Mrs. Frank

The ordinance was carried with five yes roll call votes. Mr. Allison was out of the room. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 5 to 0.

Resolution # 8294
Resolution Authorizing Execution of a Maintenance Services Agreement between the Commonwealth of PA, Dept. of Transportation, & the City of Williamsport for the Maintenance of the Sloped Area of Miller’s Run

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Wright stated this resolution is an approved maintenance agreement with the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation for approximately 1500 lineal feet of levee tow embankment relationship when I-180 was constructed and there were additional areas along the tow of that particular levee section. We have been in this maintenance agreement for about 12 years. This agreement here covers the next three years with which we will receive a total of $9133.61 over the three-year period. We have done this in the past, this is a standard agreement and this did go before public works.

  Mr. Smith stated we discussed this on Tuesday and this is a typical yearly contract which we do and we are reimbursed by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. We do make a couple dollars on it and it does protect that Levy system in that area. We voted unanimously to send this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked if there were other comments or questions.  Hearing none, Mrs. Frank

The resolution was carried with five yes roll call votes.  Mr. Allison was out of the room.  Dr. Williamson was absent.  The vote was 5 to 0.
#8292
Resolution Agreement for Legal Services with City Solicitor
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. J. David Smith stated this is the annual resolution for the solicitor and the assistant solicitor who both provide excellent service to the city and a very modest price. The contract terms are essentially the same as they have been for a number of years. The fee and cost items are up slightly 2.5% as budgeted and otherwise the language is the same as last year as well as the contract.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments, hearing none Mrs. Frank.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.
Resolution #8293

Resolution Agreement for Legal Services with Asst. City Solicitor

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.

  Mr. J. David Smith had nothing to add, so Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.

Resolution #8295
Resolution Authorizing the Filing of a Proposal for Funds with the DCED, BNIP Infrastructure

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Smith made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Grado stated, this resolution authorizes us to submit a grant application to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Community and Economic development for new structure grant to help us complete streetscape improvements within the network of roads as part of the Bro-Dart neighborhood improvement program. There is a map within that area that is the designated area around the Bro-Dart site which is going to be the site of the Memorial homes development. It is bounded by Beeber St on the West, Burger ST on the East, Fourth St. on the South and Memorial Avenue on the north. There is a keystone communities program grant that is available, and the maximum amount is $500,000 that we can provide that is available. That is a 50-50 match. As part of the neighborhood improvement program project, we have set aside currently as part of the Memorial homes project, $200,000 of the County’s Act 13 funds which is committed for site improvements within that area. It includes the curves and sidewalks Along Memorial Ave., Oliver Street and Scott Street. We have set those streets, for improvement projects. We have an opportunity now to kind of double that release get it up to an additional $500,000. We intent are we are requesting to commit $300,000 of CDBG funds over two years, 2014 and 2015. Along with the County commitment, it is money that would still have to come before Council and do a sub recipient  agreement. The grant is due January 17, 2014. He spoke about the streets that will be improved.  He provided the Public Works meetings, a detail to identify some of the improvements.  We did have a meeting with some of the neighbors.  If we get grant funding for this we could have the million dollar project, we are providing for engineering to do the final plans and specs for this process. We would come before Council if grant funds are available, we could get up to $500,000, maybe less but we just have to be able to provide local commitment in order to secure the maximum amount. This did go before public works.

  Mr. Smith stated we did discuss this on Tuesday of this week and we had a presentation from Kim Wheeler from the County.  We did study this document thoroughly and we looked at the budgeting and how was to be derived with the input from Larson Design.  He stated how interesting it looks there now since the demolition.  He asked what occurred at the meeting last night with the neighborhood.

  Mr. Grado stated that meeting was to sit down and discuss these two grant applications, as part of that meeting, we do get an overview from the representatives of where we are at. There are 150 rental units in this neighborhood.  He named all the programs that are available to help with this project.  This meeting and all meetings have been well attended.  We got our Act II clearance.  There is still site work that has to be done in cannot be completed until spring, site work and some drainage work. We did review the street enhancements with them. We have had good participation and working with the neighbors and giving them an opportunity to voice their concerns.

  Mr. Smith stated one of the unique features is to involve residents in these projects. We sent this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any more questions or comments.

  Mr. Noviello stated he appreciates the fact that the community involved here. It puts us in a better light and it satisfies the people and their expectations. He appreciates the efforts from those the County that have helped us and Mr. Grado and his staff as well.

  Ms. Miele stated this was really excited to hear about this progress with Bro-Dart.  She commented on the amount of people that attend these meetings.  Mr. Grado stated about 50 people who attend and support it. They are concerned about public safety.  

Mr. Hall asked if there were additional comments or questions.  Hearing none, Mrs. Frank

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.
Resolution #8296
Resolution Authorizing the Filing of a Proposal for Funds with DCED for BNIP  Rental Property Façade
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Grado stated this program is for rental façade program.  It is a $50,000 grant and the match would actually come from the owner itself. So the program is being crafted so that it each property would have a maximum of $10,000 you could have any amount under that that they would have to match it 50-50. It is directed towards repairing the exterior of the house and façade structurally repair such as painting, siding, lighting.  This did go before the public safety committee.
  Mr. Smith stated as was mentioned, it is for a rental property façade improvement and again we looked at the document closely and the proposed budget for the expenses for the project.   He spoke about the guidelines that have to be followed along with the requirements.  We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any more questions or comments.  Hearing none, Mrs. Frank.
The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Dr. Williamson was absent.
Accept for filing:

Finance Committee Minutes 11/06/13

Williamsport Parking Authority Minutes 11/20/13

2012 DCED CLGS-30 Annual Audit Report

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept these for filing.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.
Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday January 23, 2014 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. There is a Police Pension Board Meeting immediately following this meeting. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)

[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




      Monday, January 13

             12:00  PM  Planning Commission



      Tuesday, January 21                           7:00  PM  HARB



      Wednesday, January 22  
  
12:00 PM  Finance

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments from Council, Administration, or general public.  There were none.

                         

 Adjournment




Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adjourn.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.  Meeting was adjourned with unanimous ayes.
Janice Frank

City Clerk   8::32   PM
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