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                        Williamsport, PA
Council President Jonathan Williamson brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday January 21, 2016 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Jonathan Williamson and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

         Approval of the January 4 & 7, 2016 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion from Mrs. Katz and a second from Ms. Miele with a roll call of seven votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Dr. Williamson stated for the record that City Council had an executive session before the City Council meeting on a matter of personnel.

Limited Courtesy of the Floor
There was no courtesy of the floor.
Appointments/Reappointments

Veteran’s Memorial Park Commission

Charles Smith, 2001 Newlawn Ave. is reappointed to a five-year term starting 01/21/16 and ending 01/21/21.  
Mayor Campana stated he is advocating reappointing Charles Smith. Charles has been a member of this commission for a number of years, he is a veteran and is doing a wonderful job.  I feel would be in the best interest of this commission and the City to reappoint this person.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the reappointment.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Dr. Williamson asked for any questions, hearing none.

The motion was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes,  Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
The order of agenda was changed to accommodate the audience.
An Ordinance Designating Carolyn Bullock Pass(first reading)  Bill # 1660-16
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in first reading.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mayor Campana stated before you is an ordinance designating Carolyn Bullock Pass. He stated how excited he is tonight because he has known Carolyn for many years. And when he thinks of her he thinks the two words, public servant. Take a look at how she has served this community, teacher at Trans – Zoo, Executive Director of the YWCA, Councilwoman, City Treasurer, Planning Commission member, a board member of STEP and also served on Lycoming County Office for the Aging and many more. She deserves this. When we talk about this area, this area has been called Carolyn Bullock Pass, because the pass was  through economic development in that area, where the Community Arts Center expanded, we use that area now for the growers market. She has had a major influence and it is an honor to present this to her and an honor for her to be here tonight.

  Dr. Williamson asked for comments and stated it was reviewed by the Public Works committee.

  Mr. Smith stated some of us on that committee were not aware what the pass was, and we didn't know it until the Mayor came in and explained it. We want to honor Carolyn who has dedicated her life and service to the city.  We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Noviello stated he has often called Carolyn for her thoughts and she certainly has compiled a historic record of accomplishments in the city.

  Mrs. Katz stated she has known her for a long time, and she has been a wealth of information, very caring, and very sharing and she is pleased that the Mayor came up with this to honor her.  She loves the story behind this.

  Mr. Allison stated he has known her from back in the 80’s and he quickly learned how much knowledge she has had and has been always willing to share it.  He spoke about all the work she has done in the Office of Aging.  She has given of herself and her time.
  Dr. Williamson stated when he first started getting involved in city issues, it was suggested that he talked to Carolyn and he learned a lot and soaked in her words.  She has educated many of us about the City’s history.

  Ms. Miele stated she have known her also for a long time and she has discovered for herself how wise Carolyn is…and commended the Mayor for this.

  Mr. Henderson stated when he was running for City Council, she was one of the first people he contacted. He stated that it is important to not only punish what is wrong, but reward what is right. That is what we are doing. We are rewarding what is right.

  Mrs. Bullock thanked everybody….. Her voice was inaudible because she spoke from the benches in the room.  

  Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the ordinance in first reading.

The ordinance was carried in first reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes,  Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.

Everyone applauded.  
Demolition - 645 Green St- Susquehanna Health System

  Mr. Gerardi stated this is a request for Susquehanna Health for a structure located at 645 Green St. located in the institutional zoning district. The structure was used as a residential dwelling and is currently vacant. At this point we are asking City Council to approve this request, if nothing is done the ground it will be seeded in three months.  There is a representative here.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the demolition.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

  Dr. Williamson asked for questions or comments, hearing none on the demolition.

The demolition was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.

Demolition- 747 High St. – Susquehanna Health System

Mr. Gerardi stated this is the same request from Susquehanna Health system.  It is located in the institutional zoning district.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the demolition.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

  Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions.

  Ms. Miele stated in keeping with the new Council, we should attempt to get together with the hospital and discuss the plan for the land that the hospital is accumulating. Dr. Williamson stated that is on his list of to do.

Mr. Smith asked about the pilot program and both of the properties are included in this plan.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the demolition.

The demolition was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes,  Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.

Demolition - 217 Maynard St. – Gerald Kimble

  Mr. Gerardi stated this request is from Mr. Gerald Kimble for the structure located at 217 Maynard St. It is located in the institutional district. The structure is used as commercial facility and has been for sale for some time. It was purchased by this gentleman, who is requesting to tear down and will construct a new commercial facility on the same site.  There were two structures on the site, and his intent is to construct a new structure in the same location with an addition on the back.   
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the demolition.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Noviello asked about the plans for the new facility.

Mr. Gerardi answered, it will be a commercial place, called Kimble Realty.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the demolition.

 The demolition was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes,  Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. 
Certificate of Appropriateness – 454 Pine St. - City Hall Ventures, LLC

Mr. Gerardi stated this is a request to paint windows and trim.  He attached color samples, this was reviewed by the Planning Commission and approved, and we do have a representative here.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.
Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mrs. Katz stated they are constantly doing updates and constantly working on the projects, and she appreciates it for the downtown.

Ms. Miele stated this is a gorgeous building and asked about the current colors.

Mr. Gerardi answered, a brown….. inaudible..
Dr. Williamson also stated that it is noticed by the community when things are taken care of.

He asked for a vote on the certificate.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes,  Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. 
Certificate of Appropriateness -201 West Fourth St – First Community Foundation Partnership

Mr. Gerardi stated this is to paint the exterior doors, paint existing windows, remove all shutters, also a metal insulated panel system will be erected in the rear structures.
They intend to erect a third story and connect this building with this other building. The request is not for signage tonight.  We do have a representative here.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the certificate.

  Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.
Ms. Miele asked a question about a whole third floor addition….

Mr. Gerardi stated just for the part for the elevator….

Ben…..with Gable architects, we are going to remove what is currently there and construct an addition, which you can only get to from inside the former Ross club.

Most of this conversation was inaudible….he was explaining from the chart.

Ms. Miele asked the time line…

The architecture answered the demolition has begun so we can expect this to be done within the next four or five months.

Mr. Allison stated we are grateful the Foundation has stepped up to the plate for these improvements, for the architectural and historical value to the City.

D r. Williamson stated this will be a nice transition. He asked for a vote on the certificate of appropriateness.
The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. 
Certificate of Appropriateness – 135 West Fourth St.  – Salon Simon’s

Mr. Gerardi stated this is to construct an awning at the rear of this facility. I did give you a copy of this to show you what it's going to look like. The planning commission did not review this, this came in to make a couple days prior to that. The only reason I brought to Council is that we have approved several others like this black awning.  I am requesting if we could approve this tonight. We do have a representative here.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the certificate.

Mr. Allison made the motion and Ms. Miele seconded it.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the certificate.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes,  Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. 
Ordinance to Borrow to Fund Unfunded Debt in the Amount of $500,000 (final reading)Bill #1659-16

The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Pawlak stated this ordinance is on second reading, it was discussed two weeks ago, since it was discussed two weeks ago, the court has approved, and you should have received the updated version as exhibit A. Nothing further to add.

  Dr. Williamson asked if there were any other questions or comments?

Dr. Williamson asked when is the schedule for closing?

  Mr. Pawlak answered we should make the terms of the February 23 day.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the ordinance in second reading.

The ordinance was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes,  Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. 
Ordinance Accepting Land of the SEDA COG Joint Rail Authority being a Portion of Tax Parcel 71-005-302 Between Arch St. & Howard St. Located in the 11th Ward of the City of Williamsport(first reading) Bill# 1661-16
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in first reading.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

   Mr. Grado stated this is the next step in the establishment of the quiet zone in Newberry. Last year Council approved a memorandum of agreement that the City, Penn Dot, and Seda-Cog Joint Rail Authority establishing a quiet zone.  Seda-Cog is granting land adjacent to the North side of the railroad property Between Arch St., Howard Street to provide for a right away for access. As part of our discussions in the public meetings that were undertaken to establish that, crossing at Depot Street will be abandoned once the improvements are placed at Arch and Howard Street. This land area for an access road was necessary for emergency access during those discussions.  So the Seda-Cog joint rail authority did approve a deed of dedication for that right away. The city will receive about $15,000 as part of the closure from Penn dot and the improvements to those right of ways for road access will be done at that time.  Seda-Cog is planning to do some improvements along that right away to protect, for safety access across that.
This was reviewed by the Public Works committee.

  Jerry Walls, Board Chairman of the Rail Authority, we are pleased to be in this kind of cooperative endeavor with the City stating how helpful everyone has been.  This should provide for that emergency vehicle access, as part of the whole transaction, we will be able to do some things to help avoid some of the parking and other ways to approach our land.
  Mr. Smith stated this did come to public works and it was explained and now it's going to be done as an ordinance. This is part of the quiet zone project and we've been working on this for a couple of years now. This has been a work in progress and it certainly benefits the citizens and the neighborhood.  We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Noviello stated he has been fortunate enough to have been a part of this and quiet zones are rather rare, so it is a nice feather in our cap and helps us to understand and look at other elements of this.

  Mrs. Katz stated that it was wonderful to see the citizens of Newberry get together and we are all looking forward to seeing how this is all going to work out in the end.

  Mr. Walls wanted to also credit Bro-Dart for their involvement in this.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the ordinance.

The ordinance was carried in first reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. 
Ordinance Amending Article 183 Recreation Commission(first reading) Bill #1662-16
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in first reading.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Simpson stated this is the Recreation Commission ordinance. We have been working on it for about a year now. Some of the changes are under the creation part of the ordinance where we added a line.  Before we've had four members and we are looking to go up to seven members to get more input. Also another change is the Mayor had the say for who is on our board.  We changed that to City Council will now appoint someone to seat on our Board. Right now, Mr. Noviello is appointed and Mr. Henderson is our alternate. They serve one-year terms and then we rotate, so the alternate would become the appointed person in 2017 and we keep rotating. Other than that that's all the changes that we have.  This was reviewed by Public Works. 
Mr. Smith stated this was brought before us and we looked at how it was going to be structured and the terms of the members and new members coming on.  The important issue that we did discuss with the expenditure issue and how the expenditure should be spent by the commission. We have had issues in the past where it was not defined on how those expenditures are going to be handled and it was not defined on line items, so this deals with this.  So, in the future there is nothing left to try to figure out how this is going to be paid or what line item it will be paid out of. We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mrs. Katz thanked Ralph Keller for all the time and effort he has put into this, this ordinance has not been touched since 1983 so there were a lot of adjustments that had to be made. We have covered a lot of the bases at this point and you need to expand the membership to the seven members. In the old ordinance there was nothing about special events and here as everyone knows we do a lot of special events with the city.  There were a lot of things that had to come into play with all this and I would really like to see this done with some of the other commissions. We should do this for other ordinances and I would like to see this done. I am really pleased with what we came up with.
  Mr. Noviello thanked Mrs. Katz for setting the pace and opening up the door for a lot of these changes. He thanked Mr. Keller also and stated the amount of time and effort that is expended by those people on the recreation commission would surprise some of us.   It is all personal time that they are utilizing.  He explained a lot of what they do behind the scenes and wanted to take a few minutes to thank everybody.

  Ms. Miele stated they work rather hard and it doesn't surprise her we have added two more members. She did have a question on some of the wording.  She did not see any mention in recreation programming, to what extent does the recreation commission oversee programming?  

  Mr. Simpson replied he didn't think it had to be, so because most the programming is done by him. He gives the commission the reviewed changes, the commission oversees the special events, not necessarily the programming. We do come up with ideas in the meetings but we don't usually focus on the programming.

  Ms. Miele if for some reason somebody see that we think it doesn’t fit and discovers for some reason that it should be in there then we have another two weeks.  Also in section 183.01-1, that the alternate becomes the City’s recreation member of the following year, do we want that to be spelled out?

  Mr. Simpson stated that he thought he did spell it out.     
  Dr. Williamson stated he agrees with being more clear on how we are defining the mission.  The question that he had is there is a question clearly between section 1 under creation, if we go down to 183.03, expenditures this section, this primarily focuses on limiting the power of the authority of the commission to spend money, but the language used is specific to the facilities, he wonders if it meets everyone's expectations, maybe we could amend that to say to maintain recreational facilities and events of the City, shall not be construed.  It is not anyone's intention that the Recreation Commission would not have the money to spend on the facilities, but would have the money to spend on special events,  Correct?

  Mr. Simpson asked, doesn’t the next line hit on what you are saying?

  Dr. Williamson stated but we should also not want them to construe about the events. He asked the solicitor from a legal clarity standpoint. It seems that section was written with facilities in mind, but I think you also want to apply it to special events as well.  
  Mr. White stated if you were going to change this to make it more clear, you could just put a comma where it says “shall not be construed to nor shall the commission have and then a comma.

  Dr. Williamson stated well rather than making an amendment for a comma, we can tweak that language in second reading after we all had a chance to contemplate that to make it 100%

  Ms. Miele stated her suggestion would actually be to cut things, cut out the phrase to it will supervise, operate and maintain the recreational facilities of the city. To say to just list the powers and authorities, the powers and the authority of the Recreation commission shall not be construed to.  Ms. Miele made a motion to make an amendment to remove the phrase to equip, supervise, operate and maintain recreation facilities of the city.

Dr. Williamson seconded the motion.

Dr. Williamson asked for any more comments or questions on the amendment, hearing none.
 The amendment was carried in first reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. 

Dr. Williamson stated we are back on the ordinance itself, and he asked for a vote on the ordinance in first reading.

The ordinance was carried in first reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. 
Resolution #8518
Resolution  Authorizing Tax & Revenue Anticipation Note for 2016

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Nichols stated this resolution authorizes the City of Williamsport to issue a tax and revenue anticipation note  in the amount of $1,500,000 and also authorizes M&T bank to purchase said note. The interest rate is qualified tax-exempt variable rate.  The interest rate as of January 7 is 2.07%.  It is capped as stated in the resolution.  This is a yearly thing we bring to Council to provide a cash flow until the tax revenues start coming in which happens in March.  This went before the Finance committee.
  Ms. Miele, finance reviewed this and forwarded to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation. Without this, we would have a rather difficult time at this time a year. We did review some of the basics of this. This is a draw-down and if we don't need the full 1.5 million and we will not draw it all down.  It is a price that we pay for not keeping a fund balance, as we should have one.

  Dr. Williamson asked if there were any other comments or questions, hearing none.

The resolution was carried in with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. 

Resolution #8517
Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of a Computer System Backup Appliance
 The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Wray stated this is the resolution to authorize a purchase of a backup system for City Hall. This was reviewed by the Finance committee.

  Ms. Miele, this was pretty cut and dry, we will need more storage on our backup unit.  Mr. Wray did help us with some savings on this…. She stated that the cloud storage will need to be removed and changed in a couple of years, we sent this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.

  Mr. Wray stated our current backup system was paid for and we do pay fees for maintenance.

  Mr. Smith asked what is this going to back up?  
  Mr. Wray, not every computer, just the servers, including the Police servers and systems.

  Mr. Smith asked him if we have a system for the password, and what is in the contract?

  Mr. Wray, the contract itself is strictly for support.

  Mr. Smith stated what if that information is lost, this is what happens when you are relying on the cloud, they are not obligated it all to us, so if they lose that, it is gone. They don't have to reimburse us any dollars?

  Mr. Wray, answered they will make sure that we have our data,

  Mr. Smith asked if that was in writing………there was more discussion.

Mr. White, the solicitor answered because this is purchase from costar contract, they do have standard terms and conditions that are required and apply any time you make a purchase from costars and they will also have special terms and conditions relative to this supplier when the supplier has secured the contract. We can get the terms and conditions from costars. In my experience they are fairly comprehensible and are good with the municipalities.  

  Mr. Smith stated that should be on file with the city, because he is in favor of a paper trail.

  Mr. White stated this contract will be available on the costars contract. He stated he has reviewed this contract but since it is a contract for data services they will have had a special procurement process that shares terms that are relative to this type of contract.

  Mr. Smith stated he wants to make sure to make sure this data is not lost, he stated he would like to see some hard copies.

  Mr. Wray stated he will reach out to the sales rep see if he can provide all the terms.

  Dr. Williamson stated maybe the solution is to talk to the specific sales rep, and send that electronically to Mr. Smith and Mrs. Frank.  That way we can review it.  Mr. Wray said he would send to all of Council electronically.
Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the resolution.
The resolution was carried in with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. 

Resolution #8519
Resolution Real Estate Tax Refund

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.
  Mr. Grimes, stated this is pretty straight forward, there was a fire on this property on June 23rd that destroyed the property and the Lycoming County assessment Bureau changed assessment from 62,000 $18,000 because of when the fire occurred.  You would have to refund the difference of $44,110 for six months. They did pay the taxes during that phase, so the total refund amount would be $277.45. That was requested by the owners, Wayne and Martha Miller.

  Dr. Williamson asked for any comments or questions hearing none.
The resolution was carried in with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. 

Resolution #8520
Resolution Uncollected City Real Estate Taxes for 2015

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Grimes stated it is $823,411.52 that was uncollected from the duplicate this year. It will be turned over if this is approved to the County for collection as it is every year. He discussed each page of the packet he provided. He explained most the taxes that are collected in his office and the city real estate when people got there 2% discount or 10% penalty. Last year was $10,151,213. This year it is $11,002,574.  He then reviewed the business privilege and Mercantile tax split.  We do collect $52 per year for the employees in the city. He stated all the fines and on the tax claims.  Our total collections were $17,505,971.  With a new contract with Turn Key, we collected to date $137,575, and by the end of this month we expect that number to be about $200,000.

  Mr. Smith asked if there were entities that did not pay, while it was being reviewed by the court? 

Mr. Grimes said there were 75 accounts that filed a zero account based on that ruling.  

It was discussed how going forward we will received the funds, it is with Berkheimer because we do our collecting with Berkheimer.    Mr. Grimes stated the only way we can get an estimate is by previous collection because we don't really know how many of those didn't respond because of the lower court case. In 2014 we collected almost $408,000, and 2015 we collected $292,000. It is hard to identify if it is all based on people not paying because of that court case but it is over hundred thousand dollars.
There was additional discussion on all delinquent accounts. Right now it's just an letter after letter from Berkheimer, so Mr. Grimes stated we are sending out letters from our office to try and collect.

He stated there are accounts that people close their businesses and move on.  There was also a discussion as to facts about this year’s ability to pay taxes online.

This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.
Ms. Miele stated Mr. Grimes is very thorough and we reviewed this and passed this to the full body Council with positive recommendation.

Dr. Williamson commended Mr. Grimes for the job that he has been doing.  He asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried in with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. 

Resolution #8521
Resolution Exonerating the City Treasurer from Collection of 2015 Real Estate Taxes

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Grimes stated this is pretty straight forward it just exonerates me from having to collect those taxes that we are now going to turn over to the County.

Ms. Miele stated we forwarded this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the resolution.
The resolution was carried in with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. 

Dr. Williamson stated we will take these two groups, the first group is going to be items number three, for, and six.

Certificates of Appropriateness – HARB

       Item 3.    City of Williamsport

Maynard Street & West Third Entry Portals

A. Locate pillars as needed to avoid impediments on Maynard Street

B. Change design from double pillars with wrought iron to single pillars with a top light fixture and Historic District sign similar to the West Fourth Street pillars.  

Item 4. Dale Gaffney

916 West Third Street

A. Remove existing asphalt roofing.  Install architectural shingles. Color: Slate Tone Gray.  .

B. .Reinstall existing gutters.  

Item 5. Gloria Miele

419 West Fourth Street

A. Repair roof as needed. Begin roof replacement with slate on main.  Use rubber roofing or metal on flat, unseen sections. 

B. Install ½ round galvanized gutters with round downspouts as needed. 

C. Rebuild chimneys with brick, in a stepped design similar to historic record.

D. Coat restored exterior with Decoplast stucco-like finish.  Lightly textured.  

E. Replace missing double hung, arched windows with arched, double hung wood vinyl clad windows. Full arched top. Match color to paint.

F. Repair existing, salvageable wood windows with wood, to same as original. 

G. Replicate arched window crowns, sills and casings as per historic record

H. Install wood front entry doors.  Panel and glass style with trim similar to historic record.  

I. Reconstruct front entry porch with shallow pitch roof.  Include steps with closed risers. Design to be similar to depictions in historic record of building.

J. Paint building. Benjamin Moore Body-1052 sea urchin (beige) and Trim 2096-40 gaucho brown.

Item 6. Ben Luna Mia Family Trust

342-344 Campbell Street 

A. Close up box gutter system on front porch.  Seal openings, repair any rotted wood and replace missing trim with wood same as original in appearance.

B. Repair rear porch roof support structure and beams 

C. Securely re install existing metal railings on rear 

D. Remove existing asphalt roofing.  Install architectural shingles. Color: Slate Gray

E. Install roll roofing on flat rear porch roof and front porch roof.  :

F. Repair rear first floor soffit/eaves/fascia (overhang) with wood of same appearance and design as the original porch.

G. Install galvanized ½ round gutters and round downspouts, Paint to match trim.

H. Paint new wood same colors as existing.

Dr. Williamson reviewed the items.  He asked for a motion to approve these certificates.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the certificates of appropriateness in the first group.

The certificates were carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes,  Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. 

Dr. Williamson stated then on item number five and asked for a motion.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Dr. Williamson asked for any comments.
Ms. Miele stated she will be abstaining from this vote. 

Dr. Williamson asked for the vote on the certificate.
The certificates were carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.

Ms. Miele abstained, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. 

Accept for filing: 
Controller’s Report 11/15/15

Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes 11/09/15

Veterans Memorial Park Commission 11/02/15

Finance Committee Meeting 10/06/15

Public Works Meeting 10/14/15

Public Safety Meeting 10/06/15
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approved this minutes for filing.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Dr. Williamson asked for questions or comments, hearing none
The minutes were carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. 

Dr. Williamson stated there will be an executive session following this Council meeting in the matter of personnel.

Announcements
   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, February 4, 2016 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  .  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



        Monday, January 25

   12:00 PM  Planning Commission








     4:00 PM  Recreation Commission 

                          Tuesday, February 2

   12:00 PM  Public Safety Committee








     1:00 PM  Public Works Committee








     3:30 PM  Finance Committee Meeting




       Thursday, February 4

     7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]

Dr. Williamson asked for question or comments from Council.

  Ms. Miele stated the property on 419 W. 4th St., for those who might be interested in city government or elsewhere, that the false façade on the building is coming off next Friday, so it might be interesting just to stop by and check it out.  If you would like to check out the structure you should get there before dark because there is no electricity or gas service to the structure. It is a pretty neat undertaking and will be a very interesting improvement.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were comments from the administration.

  Mr. Anderson explained what happened with High Mark and why employees could not use their prime flex cards or insurance.  He discussed the new merger….his voice was inaudible…But he explained that things will be straighten out by Friday.  He stated this problem was throughout northeastern Pennsylvania, not just with the City of Williamsport.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments from members of the public.

  Mr. Ralph Keller, 203 Hughes St.  I just want to make a couple comments as a member of the Recreation Commission, and thank Dr. Williamson for everything he has done to approve the ordinance. First, with that change, we do fully understand that we have no authority to spend money and we have no problem with that. However, I want to make mention of with this problem was all about and make sure it is understood clearly. We had seven members on the commission and had seven as far back as anyone can remember. The whole issue of the ordinance, last year and Bonnie was able to get us a copy of it, when we found out we were running with seven and looked at the ordinance and it said we were we allowed to have five, so the point is you're not taking us from 5 to 7, we are asking you to restore us to the seven we had to start with. So last year when it came to our attention, there are two people that resigned that we did not replace. So for most of last year, we were basically short, so why we were at it, we asked for a revision, and we brought the umbrella of responsibilities for the Recreation Commission, the rest of it was just housekeeping. So thank you, I think everyone involved and it would be a great help for us to get back to the seven numbers.

  Mr. Scott Miller, 822 Tucker St. Reading in the paper, I saw where there may have been some funding for more police officers, you all know how I feel about it, and I'm kind of surprised that it was brought up here. You all know that I ran for office against every single one of you and almost every one of you said yes we could afford it, we would have more police, if we could afford. Now we had a windfall. We have the money to hire a few more police officers, maybe not forever, I realized that. But at least for this year and maybe next year we can have a few more police officers because we are under siege, frankly all across the country there is a heroine epidemic. Stores near me are being robbed on a regular and continuing basis. So I think a few officers would be really nice. I've been told over on the East End, there is a Dutch Hill, what do they mean and where is it? It is right there by the Penn and Washington Blvd.  is the high point over there. So you're going to town me that a post there with the transmitter. City Hall, we couldn't have a surveillance camera. When the Puff tobacco store was robbed, there was a getaway in the dark green Ford or Nissan. If we had a surveillance camera there, we would have some very good leads. We might not know which of the 20 cars that went by was the car, but the police could go, hummmm.  Which one…. Inaudible. In the paper they think it's the same person going all through the community doing it. Now we could've stopped that a month ago. Hummmmm.


Adjournment
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adjourn.


Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mrs. Katz and a second by Mr. Allison.
Motion was carried by unanimous    9:28 PM “ayes’ .
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