City Council Meeting Minutes of January 23, 2014

Thursday, January 23, 2014
Williamsport, PA

Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, January 23 , 2014 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Randy Allison and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Council President Bill Hall called the meeting to order. He asked for approval of City Council Meeting Minutes dated 1/6/14 & 1/9/14.  Do I have a motion to approve these minutes?  

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.  There were no questions or comments.  The minutes were approved with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

There was no request for courtesy of the floor.

Ordinance #6251
Ordinance Article 711 Entertainment District(final reading)Bill #1613-13
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Hall stated we left this at a decimal soundings issue.

  Mr. Knarr, this is the second reading of the entertainment ordinance. There has been no changes in this one but there is a change in article 709 based off the decibel levels. 
Mr. Hall asked if there were questions or comments, hearing none, Mrs. Frank.

The ordinance was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Ordinance  #6252
Ordinance Article 709 Entertainment District(final reading) Bill #1614-13

The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Knarr stated there is basically one modification that we requested, there was some concern of what we should decide as a decimal reading, we have looked at it and we have determined that all the other ordinances that have been used, it is called the weighted system. Section 1, A, B. & C is going to change from 67 dbs. to dba’s.  DBA means that the weighted decimal level.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to make an amendment on this ordinance.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Hall asked if there was any discussion. Hearing none, Mrs. Frank.

The amendment to the ordinance was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Hall asked if there was any discussion on the actual ordinance itself.

  Ms. Miele wanted to be certain the new changes were added.  

  Mr. Knarr stated they were made.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the ordinance.

The ordinance was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Bill #1620
Ordinance – Zoning Text Amendment on Flood Damage Control (first reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
  Mr. Knarr stated this is a zoning text amendment for the City of Williamsport. The Federal Emergency Management Association has required the city to update the city's floodplain dissatisfied the national flood insurance program regulations. The city does not adopt the amendment, it would be suspended from the national flood insurance program. As everyone knows, at this point there are a lot of speculations what the fees are going up to. If we withdraw from that, they will actually have to pay the premium, and the premiums are going up you can see in the other townships that are really affected by this. If we elect not to adopt this is based off the federal guidelines, we will be withdrawn from that then we will have to pay the actuary rates which is going to be a lot more. In addition you have been provided with the current ordinance and the changes that meet the FEMA requirements, the city's flood maps are not changing you have a copy of the flood map as you can see we are really not changing anything so it's going to maintain the same. This is just to amend the ordinance to stay within the program. We need to update it by the national flood insurance agency. The proposed amendment has been verified to meet the standards of FEMA.  It went through the Planning Commission on January 13, 2014 and was recommended with positive recommendation. It also at the Public Works on January 17, 2014. It has been reviewed by the Bureau of Codes, the city solicitor, our city engineer, all with positive recommendations.

  Mr. Smith stated we reviewed this at Public Works; it really does not change a lot with us, the floodplain map as a couple very very minor changes in that, the major effect is going to require any new construction to meet some very heavy requirements. We feel this entire bill is going to be very worthwhile. We voted to send this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Allison had a question about some of the changes on the map.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any more questions or discussions, hearing none Mrs. Frank.

The ordinance was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Bill # 1621
Ordinance Article 117 General Fee Schedule of the City of Williamsport Codified Ordinances(first reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept this ordinance.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Gerardi, this is an amendment to our general fee schedule. Last year we did go over all the fees with the Finance Committee and was able to make sure we were in sync with all the other communities. We decided not to raise the fees but what we are doing here is adding two additional fees. Lots of times we find people working without permits, we will put a stop work order on it and make them committed take the permit out, and the last case scenario we can save them and go to court. Other municipalities and boroughs  will turn around and charge them double for the fee for the extra work it takes for me to go out and stop them from working, the other one is a one-year mulch site user fee, this is in regards to contractors, landscapers, educational institutions and hospitals. People who use our mulch pile, what is happening is over the years when we first are doing it back in 2008, it was about $3500 for the County to bring over the grinder to grind it. This last year it was about $10,500. So it is increasing every year and we look to try to recoup some of those costs. This did go through the Public Works committee, Finance and also was reviewed by our attorneys.

  Mr. Smith, this was reviewed by our Public Works committee and our discussion it was brought that as a rationale is why we should institute these fees. As Mr. Gerardi pointed out, other areas have already instituted these fees.   He explained that the mulch has been getting so huge and people were not taking it because the things that are in it.  It was decided that it should be charged and it will keep the mulch pile down to a sizable size and it will be a lot cleaner mulch for those people that wanted. We send it to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
  Dr. Williamson stated at the Finance committee meeting, we discussed the reduced usage which should reduce our overall cost and some of the savings will come from just that. The other thing we discussed who is appropriated to pay for these fees. We send this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any more comments or questions. Hearing none Mrs. Frank.

The ordinance was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
#8297
Resolution Awarding Consulting Services – Memorial Pool

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Grado stated this is the consultant selection/recommendation for Memorial Pool. It is out of Harrisburg Pennsylvania, Wade Associates, in the amount of $42,520. We did publicly advertise for the request for the proposals and we have received three proposals and Wade Associates was in our budget.  We have funding for the project coming from DCNR, $250,000 and $250,000 from the community block grant funds, $200,000 that Council appropriated with the bond issue, and $50,000 which is a charge to the public and Justin Simpson is in charge of that. That would make it $750,000 project. It would enable us to remove the liner and reconstruct the existing pool shell and bring the pool up the standards.  We will have two more public meetings.  We still have to bring before Council the reimbursement agreement which will be to prepare the estimates in accordance with DCNR. This was reviewed by the public works committee and the finance committee.
  Dr. Williamson stated at our review, we discussed Wade Associates involvement and the choice as to why they were chosen.   We also talked about Justin Simpson’s effort to encourage the neighborhoods to get involved and raise the $50,000.  So far everything is in the budget and the timeframe that we laid out.  Wade will be sub-contracting with Larson Design G roup.  We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Smith stated we discussed this project and that has to be completed, we cannot continue with the pool work until this project is completed from the consulting company. Again, Memorial Park was chosen over East End because of the dollars involved.  We did look at this company and they've done work the city before they come will recommended to us. We did have somewhat of a discussion on we had these folks that said they were going to step up and supply us with some dollars to help, we certainly hope that this is going to come to fruition because we could certainly use those dollars. At this point I don't believe it we heard anything on that. We hope that that can be done to help offset these costs. We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Justin Simpson, in November we held a public meeting for members of the community to meet regarding raising the additional $50,000 that was put out of the bond issue from city Council and back on the citizens to help raise. We did have quite a few people who attended that meeting. We had a lot of good ideas and actually the swim team that is involved in actually use the pool was a strong supporter of this and helping us raise this money. As time has progressed, the communication between myself to the swim team has kind of vanished and at this time we don't have any funding raised or even any leads on raising the additional $50,000. The recreation commission is actually having another public meeting February 4 in City Council chambers at 7:00 PM to help spearhead this effort again and try to get out there and raise those $50,000 to complete this project.

  Mr. Noviello, asked for more information on this firm working on the pool.

  Mr. Grado, stated they have been in business for over 30 years they did some work on the Memorial Pool back in the late 80s. When we did the core sample, it was determined that the pulls are structurally sound and we could renovate so he is familiar with the requirements for DCNR for submitting the designs. We have worked with them late 80 and in the early 90s.  His bid was the only bid that was really within our budget, and he has done work with a different range of pools, and we are confident that he can renovate our pools.

  Mr. Allison stated I believe this whole process started before I got on Council, but I am very satisfied with the process I know it's been long and drawn-out and it has stirred up a lot of the different emotions. I think in the end we got it right because we took our time and did our due diligence.  

  Mr. Hall stated in that process, a parade of people walked through this Council chambers and talked about how they were willing to do anything to make this happen. They would get involved, they would raise the money, they would do whatever it took. Maybe it's just it's 5° above zero outside and maybe we have to have warmer blood coming in February or March, but I'm holding them to their word.. If anyone here has any list of business people who might want to get involved, they can get involved even as far as doing labor people. He asked for any other questions or comments, hearing none Mrs. Frank.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #9298
Resolution Executing Landlord Waiver Agreement Cinema Center – West 3rd St. Partners
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approved the resolution.

Mr. Smith made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Grado, this is a standard document that is required of banks when they are asked to finance projects with commercial leases. This is related to the Cinema Center.  The City has a land lease, it releases its annual payment of $10,000 as we are the underlining owner of that. Five thousand dollars goes to the City, and $5000 goes to the Parking Authority, both of the agreements were executed back in 2007. They are intending to do renovation, what they plan to do is take to the theater sites of the nine flex, to those they will split in half and create four small ones, which they feel is the need at this point. This is a standard Land Lord waiver agreement.  It was reviewed by the Finance Committee.
 Dr. Williamson stated we talked about the core of what this is and by agreeing to the document, we are not taking on any cost or any risk than the original agreement. We had a little bit of extra discussion about what this appears to be part of signs that this theater has settled down and is successful. We are all fairly excited that we are going to have a 11 options instead of 9 . We passed this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

 Mr. Hall stated we continue to own this land and that was the idea behind that.  Any questions or comments, hearing none, Mrs. Frank
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Resolution #9299
Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of a 2013 GMC Sierra Pickup Truck

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Wright, this proposed purchase is to replace a 1997 Dodge truck. The new truck will have a service body on it as described in the memo.  We have been trying to replace this truck for the last couple years and finally we are able to do that. This is a new 2013 left over and we will save 3% or about $1000 by going with this truck.  This did go before the finance committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated , note that we had this is a replacement of unneeded vehicle with a well-priced new vehicle. We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Smith asked when looking at new vehicles, did you look at the natural gas vehicles?

  Mr. Wright answered no I didn't but the cost of going to the natural gas vehicles is quite expensive. Maybe later on will be able to utilize and maybe be able to purchase a natural gas vehicle in the future.

  Mr. Smith stated it's a shame because we have our own natural gas fueling pumps and with the cost of gas going up it might've been advantageous to purchase one.

  Mr. Nichols stated in the future he will work with Mr. Wright about future purchases for natural gas vehicles. He said the prices would be a lot higher for now, maybe about 10% more.

  Mr. Smith stated that we are trying to promote natural gas so this might be something we should look at in the future.

  Mr. Hall thanked Mr. Smith for his comments and stated it was a great question and a great point to bring up. Mr. Hall asked if there were any more questions.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Resolution #9300
Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of a 2015 GMC Sierra Pickup Truck

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. Wright had no further comments.

  Dr. Williamson stated we passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation. This replaced a 23-year-old vehicle.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Resolution #9301
Resolution Uncollected City Real Estate Taxes for 2013

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. O’Connor explained that both resolutions exonerate his collection of the 2013 taxes and giving him permission to turn this over to the County for the delinquent taxes. We stopped collecting taxes here at the city on January 10.  He turns the collection over to the County for the year 2013.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments, hearing none, Mrs. Frank

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The  vote was 7 to 0.

Resolution #9302
Resolution Exonerating the City Treasurer from Collection of 2013 Real Estate Taxes

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. O’Connor reviewed the information page by page to inform council about the various forms.

Mr. Hall asked if there were questions or comments.

  Mr. Smith asked about the local traffic fines, the amount in 2013 dropped quite a bit.

 Mr. O’Connor stated we didn’t know, he would have to check with the Police Dept.

  Mr. Smith asked Chief Foresman.

Chief Foresman stated he would check with the office manager and get back to him.

Mr. O’Connor stated with the local traffic fines, most of those are parking fines and tickets.

Mr. Hall asked if there were more questions.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #9303
Resolution Authorizing the Execution of Agreements for the Use of Bowman Field

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.
  Mr. Simpson, this is a standard conditional use for Bowman field for Hughesville High school for JV and varsity baseball game played on May 16 and for Cross Cutters the 2014 annual yard sale which will be May 17 and September 27.  Hughesville has requested the field for the past three seasons and have decided to play Williamsport because they are local and draw a larger crowd.

Mr. Hall asked if there any other questions, hearing none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Certificates of Appropriateness – HARB

Item 2.  Cochran Holdings

1006 West Fourth Street   

A.            Repair damaged Oriel window structure on the South East second floor.  Repair supports, any rotted wood and damaged masonry, to same as original appearance.  Repairs to masonry shall be high lime content and match the existing joint profile and color.  Wood shall be painted to match existing.

Item 3. Mirabito Properties

710 West Third Street

A. Remove unapproved K-Gutter and downspout from the rear addition and replace it with ½ round gutter and round downspouts, pre finished or galvanized and painted to match trim.

B. Correct unapproved installation of face nailed spindles on the handicapped ramp and rear deck.  Install as approved by 1/15/13 COA- Railings: 2” x 2” square, closely spaced, (3” recommended).  Spindles are not to be face nailed.  Cover boards will be placed at the top and bottom of the spindles.  The rail top will be chamfered to allow better water runoff.  Steps are to have closed risers.
C. After completing the corrections to the inappropriate work – 

Construct a one story roof over the east side rear deck and handicapped ramp.  Construct with turned column supports, open rafters, and finished with architectural shingles that match the main house architectural shingle

D. The roof over the landing is to be shed style, and may extend over the landing steps.  

E. The ramp roof will cover the full length of the ramp.  Gable roof style.  

Install ½ round gutters and round downspouts, pre finished or galvanized and painted to match trim
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these certificates.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was second by Dr. Williamson.

The certificates of appropriateness were approved with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
 Accept for filing:

Finance Committee Minutes 11/19/13

Veterans Memorial Park Commission Minutes 11/04/13

Bureau of Codes January 2013 Report

Williamsport Planning Commission Minutes 11/18/13

Controller/Treasure Report 11/30/13

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept these minutes for filing.
Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

The minutes were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday February 6, 2014 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




      Monday, January 27

             12:00  PM  Planning Commission



      Tuesday, January 28                           7:00  PM   Citizens Corp



      Monday, Feb. 3
  
  
 3:30  PM   ERC Meeting



      Tuesday, Feb. 4


 9:00  AM   Housing Needs Committee








12:00 PM   Public Safety








  1:00 PM   Public Works








  3:30 PM   Finance Meeting

Mr. Allison stated we are cancelling the ERC meeting for February 3, 2014, we may reschedule it that Monday but I will be back in touch with you Mrs. Frank.
Mr. Hall asked for comments from members of Council, there were none, there were no comments from the administration or the public.














 Adjournment




Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adjourn.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.  Meeting was adjourned with unanimous ayes.
Janice Frank

City Clerk   8:36   PM
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