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       Thursday, February 4, 2016





    



                        Williamsport, PA
Council President Jonathan Williamson brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday February 4, 2016 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilwoman Liz Miele and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Approval of the Williamsport City Council minutes of January 21, 2016 were approved upon a motion from Mr. Noviello and a second from Mrs. Katz.   All were in favor.  The vote was 7 to 0. 

There was no limited courtesy of the floor.

Next on the agenda was a presentation to our retired Police Officers.

Presentation to Retired Police Officers
Chief Foresman stated that we are here tonight to recognize three officers who retired from the Williamsport Bureau of Police department.  One was unable to be here tonight, but he introduced the other two.  The first one is Lieut. Arnold Duck who has thirty-three years of service.  The other one here is Capt. Michael Orwig, who has 30 years of service.  The last one is officer Jimmy Rogers, who retired with 15 years of service.
Chief Foresman stated a lot of service is leaving our department and stated all the changes that have occurred in thirty years.  He reminisced of old times where paperwork was not done on computers, etc.  He then told a little about each officer that is retiring.  
  Lieut. Duck has taken a roll in how our department processes crime scenes. He has attended various schools in departmental processes. Our department has benefited greatly from his expertise in this area and has helped to change the way this department currently conducts investigations. He has taught other officers the importance of processing crime scenes and in the collection of evidence.  He has also been an instructor at the Mansfield University Municipal Police Officers Academy.

  Capt. Michael Orwig has been a solid leader with this department in every role he has been promoted to or assigned to. He was also the longest standing member and team leader in the Bureau of Special Response team. He has played a role in the advancement of the SRT team, since the time of its creation. They play a vital role in dealing with high-profile incidents that have to be dealt with expeditiously to ensure the utmost safety to our community.

  Officer Rogers’s contribution to the police department is that he has been an officer for the last 15 years. He possesses a vast knowledge of the City of Williamsport and with the officers that he dealt with on a daily basis. His knowledge of the different neighborhoods and the problems that persist gave him an advantage when it became necessary to deal with persons that created the problems. He was also very mindful of many situations and was quickly to direct other officers to the areas in situations where it was needed. He also taught these officers at the municipal Academy in Mansfield Pennsylvania.

  He stated it was an honor to have worked with each of these officers over the years. They have dedicated themselves and their time for the betterment of the City, giving themselves up and at times missing special occasions with their families, holidays, days off, vacations and so much more. He also recognized all the loved ones of these officers who has given the support to them.  Chief Foresman extended his deepest appreciation to each of these officers for their contributions and dedication to this City and the Williamsport Bureau of Police.

  He presented each one with a plaque and read the plaques.

  Michael Orwig, thanked all his friends as well as the other chiefs, Council & Mayors that he has served under. He stated it has been a privilege to serve in many capacities in the City Police Department and stated it did not come as a sacrifice. He stated all the nights and weekends he had to work and leave his family to serve the City of Williamsport. He considered this career the most important of his life and he gave his upmost, trust and steadfast, he stated he did not do this for purpose than commission but did it for the benefit of the community.  He stated he has a vested interest in the City as he lives here as do his daughters.  He stated he is truly grateful and very proud to have been a part of and will always be a part of this City.
  Lieut. Duck stated it has been a true honor to serve the city for 33 years. There has been a lot of changes, mostly for the better. Between his family who has supported him through all these years, without them he would not have been able to do what he has done for the department. He stated he is hoping he is leaving the department a little better off than when he came here. He thanked the citizens for allowing him to hold such a position.

  Dr. Williamson stated on behalf of Council, we on Council and the citizens express our deepest thanks to all of you for your service, your effort, your hours in the years in making the city a better place and doing it with an attitude that that was your sincere hope and aim each day to leave the city better off.
  Mr. Smith thanked them for the long service that they have given to the City… We appreciate all that you have given us and we sincerely hate to see you leave.

  Mr. Noviello, stated there was little he could say to equate their service to the city.  The longitude of any of your service simply speaks for itself and we are talking about true dedication here. We are very fortunate.

  Ms. Miele, thanked them and stated we have been fortunate as a city to have you and the integrity you brought to us all these years. They will be hard to replace.

  Mrs. Katz stated thank you doesn't seem to be enough for everything that they have given us all the years and their service to the City.  She also wanted to thank the families for everything, stating the sacrifices made by families also during their employment with the Bureau of Police.
  Mr. Henderson stated as a young man it is important for him to see the service such as this, for the years and dedication to the City. It is entirely appropriate to lift these men up as examples to our children as well in the society that is lacking that type of faithfulness. We are very thankful and we hope to see that type of dedication lived out through our generations and the generations to follow. 

  Mr. Allison stated we are seeing it transition with the three officers leaving in so much of experience, broken down individually and each of their lives, you cannot measure all that they have given. We are also grateful that we had men of integrity and capable man better models as leaders. We have new officers coming in tonight and there's a lot of that transition going on throughout the country as one generation is moving on. Thank you for your service and dedication to our city.  You have set the standard for those of you that are coming behind you.

  Dr. Williamson stated he wishes them all well in the next stage of their lives.  Once again thank you so much.

Dr. Williamson moved the agenda to the resolution on hiring police officers to fit into this presentation.
Resolution #8522
Resolution Authorizing the Williamsport Bureau of Police to Hire Two (2) Officers

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Chief Foresman stated this resolution is for authorization to hire two officers for the Williamsport Bureau of Police. These candidates completed all the requirements set forth by the Police Civil service Commission and the hiring practices of the Williamsport Bureau of Police. If authorized by City Council tonight, these candidates will commence their employment effective February 8, 2016.

Capt. Jody Miller introduced each officer and gave a brief biography of each candidate.
Christopher Sallisbury & Nicolas Carritta.

Dr. Williamson stated this was reviewed by the Public Safety committee and the Finance committee.

  Mr. Smith stated this was brought to us on Tuesday of this week, we had a lengthy discussion about the crimes in the City of Williamsport.  He stated we had an opportunity to be able to hire officers at this time because we have a list from the Civil Service.  The community is going to have to trust our judgment and I also know that when we have a crime problem, we have to control the crime. We sent this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.

  Ms. Miele stated we too had a lengthy discussion about this item on the agenda.  We understand that these two candidates are extremely dedicated candidates and show promise and we had to move very quickly to move these two candidates into the force.  When our new Chief steps here in our City, we will have a full complement at that time.  Finance will continue to delve into this to determine how much money we have to transfer into the Police Department.  We can certainly say that proactive hiring is the first step to proactive policeman we are very grateful to have these two individuals. We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
  Mr. Noviello stated from his perspective this was not a hard sell, these hiring’s have become a necessity or for the City to address crime. He is happy that these gentlemen have offered their services to the City.

  Mr. Allison stated he is on Finance Committee and a couple of the numbers we did talk about, as far as our compliment of officers, in 2012 we had 50, in 2013 we had 46, and 2014, we had 48, and in 2015, 45 to 48. For a various number of reasons, some of this was not our fault for the way the list works and when you can start a new list and the number that were qualified off of this list. As we get to 53 and 51 throughout the year, that is going to give us 5 to 6 additional officers. It is going to be a significant increase and it is going to enable us to have other capabilities. 

  Mr. Henderson stated, also being on the Public Safety committee, we did have a lot of discussion and I think it's important to note the philosophy behind hiring more officers, is not one of the reactions to past crimes, but a proactive approach to deter future crimes. We are not just reacting to things that are happening, we are being mindful of our country, and the real challenges that we have. This is a proactive approach.
  Mrs. Katz stated I just think we are all very excited that we are finally reaching the complement, we tried so long to reach that, so we are really excited about all the new hires, it's going to be incredible to see a full force out here. It does take a while for them to get on the street working after the get out the Academy, but it's going to be great and yes it is a proactive action that we are doing here. I think the City is in for a lot of good surprises.

  Dr. Williamson said when the Mayor first approached  Council and myself to talk about this idea, these are things we've had in our discussion for years Council has budgeted the equivalent amount of money to pay for complement of 51 officers. But, it is a very different thing to actually go through all the steps that it requires, there are a lot of steps that we learned over the years.  It is been a struggle to get to 51 and stay there at the 51 complement. This is an aggressive change in hiring strategy that will allow us to spend more of 2016 with a full complement of 51.  He spoke in detail about the financial aspects of this, and throughout the year we will continue to look at these numbers, this is the right decision now and it gives us time to be very deliberate about making our next move in conjunction with the new leadership.
He asked for a vote on the resolution.

  Assistant Chief Tim Miller stated he wanted to notify Council that another officer approached him today and had indicated that there's a very strong possibility that he may be retiring. This is very unexpected, law enforcement today is not what it used to be. There's no way to predict when somebody is going to have that bad day and walk-in and say I am done. Today I was totally surprised, I just want to throw that out because these are the things that we can't plan for.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes. Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  
Dr. Williamson thanked them all and wished them good luck, stating to the new candidates what his predecessor used to say, “it says on the car, Protect & Service”.  Don't forget to protect and serve
The City Clerk sworn the new officers in and they took the oath.

Appointments
     Williamsport Planning Commission
      David Stone, 931 First Ave. is appointed to the Planning Commission to a term commencing 2/4/16 &                    ending 2/14/18.
    Cliff Rieders, 1600 North Campbell St. is appointed to the Planning Commission to a term commencing 2/4/16 & ending 2/18/20.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve these appointments.
Mayor Campana gave a brief biography of each candidate stating that each candidate will be an asset to the commission.
  Mr. Allison and Dr. Williamson thanked both of the candidates.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve these Planning Commission appointments.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the appointment.

The appointments were carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes. Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Ordinance # 6294
An Ordinance Designating Carolyn Bullock Pass(final reading) Bill #1660-16
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
Mayor Campana had nothing further to add.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the ordinance.

The ordinance was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes. Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Ordinance # 6295
Ordinance Accepting Land of the SEDA COG Joint Rail Authority being a Portion of Tax Parcel 71-005-302 Between Arch St. & Howard St. Located in the 11th Ward of the City of Williamsport(final reading)Bill #1661-16
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Grado had nothing more to add.

The ordinance was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes. Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Ordinance #6296
Ordinance Amending Article 183 Recreation Commission (final reading) Bill #1662-16
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Grado was standing in for Justin Simpson and had nothing further to add.

Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions.

Mrs. Katz wanted to make sure that the City Clerk read the corrected copy.

The City Clerk read and verified the new ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the ordinance.

The ordinance was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes. Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Resolution # 8523
Resolution for PUC Application for Railroad Crossing Upgrade

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

  Mr. Grado stated this authorizes Penn Dot to submit on behalf of the City of Williamsport, to the PUC for the installation of improvements to the rail grade crossings at Maynard, Arch, Howard and also the removal of the crossing at Depot St.  this is all part of the quiet zone establishment, as part of the Newberry improvements. These rail road grade improvements are 100% federally funded to both the engineering and construction. It is part of a Penn Dot safety program so it would provide those sections of the four quad gates at Arch Street and Howard Street and also improvements to the gates at Maynard's. St. this was reviewed by the Public Works committee.
  Mr. Smith stated this came to our committee this past Tuesday, this is part of the quiet zone project which we have been working on for about two and half years. We originally had two public meetings concerning the quiet zone and decisions made on the closing of Depot St. and how the gate system was going change on Howard St. & Arch St.  There had to be an application sent to the public utility commission through Penn Dot for this approval and also there are approvals with the federal railway system.  So this indicates the PUC will be advised of this and then the funding will be coming from Penn Dot and Seda-Cog, so this is just one of the steps to get this to the end. Hopefully we will see the completion of this project by the end of this year. We sent this to the full body Council with positive recommendation.
  Dr. Williamson asked if there were any other comments or questions from members of Council.

  Mr. Noviello stated this is a really good example of how private citizens, government and groups like Penn Dot, can actually work together and accomplish something that serves the general public. Also there are a few safety amenities that came forward through this development.  He thanked Mr. Grado and Joint Rail Authority, as well as the citizens of Williamsport, stating we finally see the fruition to this project.  I think they will be satisfied with the safety factor in this.  

  Mr. Allison stated, this process was started because of a nuisance and complaints. He feels this will transform the back corridor into something better, it will be up graded and we were able to address the fire hydrants and other things in this area.

  Dr. Williamson thanked the Public Works Committee for their hard work and perseverance on this project and asked for a vote on the resolution.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes. Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  



Resolution # 8524
Resolution to Accept a Proposal for Economic Development Consulting Services between the City & Penn Strategies, LLC
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Nichols stated this is a revised resolution to replace the original resolution in your original  Council packet.  This incorporates changes that were made by the Finance committee. As a reference to my memo, the language was specific to the length of the contract, the contract fee and other information. You have received a revised contract which simply states what the Finance committee wanted to include.   The Finance committee did review this contract in the scope of work maintains the partnership that we have with Penn Strategies and the City of Williamsport.  This is for a two-year period not to exceed $150,000.  Jason Fitzgerald is the President of Penn Strategies and he will serve as the city's main point of contact. He is here to answer any questions.

  Mr. Fitzgerald, it has been an honor and a privilege to work with the City of Williamsport for the last three years as your Economic Development consultant. With your approval this evening, we look forward to continuing to work with you and try and grow and extend the economy of the City of Williamsport. You can see here that we've laid out in our scope of services, some goals. The first is that we will update the City’s economic development strategic priorities as identified in the most recent capital budget that you have approved and also the city's five-year capital improvement plan.  We will work with the administration and key stakeholders to implement priority projects that will include but are not limited to Trade & Transit II, A, B, & C, Destination 2014, Mulberry Street development, etc. and any other project needs.  We will be working to allocate on behalf of any of the funding that the City of Williamsport submits.  We hope that we have been assessable and we will continue to be. I would be happy to entertain any questions.
  Ms. Miele stated Finance forwarded this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation. We have discussed with Mr. Nichols, that we had a two-year relationship with Penn Strategies, and we would have actually been in the middle of an existing contract so we have modified that to this new number. And while we will miss the excellent work that RETTEW has provided as a portion of the package, we are confident that we have taken some of the work in-house and we are confident that that Penn Srategies can do the rest of the work.  The Levy is at the top of the list as well as the storm water issues that we may be facing.  The committee and the administration discussed that we have been pleased with Penn Strategies.

  Mr. Fitzgerald stated thank you and I do want to point out that RETTEW will still be able to assist with grant writing services, as a needed basis.  They still will be able to partner with us.

  Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments or questions from members of Council.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes. Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

  Dr. Williamson thanked Mr. Fitzgerald for his services and for the updates by e-mail.  He stated he looked forward to the next quarterly meeting.

Certificate of Appropriateness – 321 Market St.  – Totem Tattoo

Mr. Gerardi stated this certificate of appropriateness is for Totem Tattoo to erect a wall mounted sign, to foot tall by 8 foot long, it will be externally illuminated with lights that shine onto the sign. It is a wood sign and I have included a copy of the color and location.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Dr. Williamson asked for questions or comments.
Ms. Miele stated Totem has been a lovely business to have downtown, and asked why they moved.

Mr. Gerardi stated a representative is here and they are moved because the lease was up.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the certificate. 

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes. Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Accept for filing: 
Brandon Park Commission Meeting Minutes 11/17/15

Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes 01/11/16

Shade Tree Commission Meeting Minutes 11/17/15

Public Works Meeting 10/20/15

Public Safety Meeting 12/01/15

Finance Meeting Minutes 12/15/15

Controller Report Dec. 2015
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve these minutes for filing.
Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the minutes for filing.

The minutes were carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes. Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Announcements
   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, February 18, 2016 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  .  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)

Dr. Williamson announced City Council will be holding an executive session on the matter of personnel immediately following this meeting.
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



        Monday, February 8

   12:00 PM  Planning Commission








     4:00 PM  Recreation Commission 

                          Wed. February 10    

   . 3:30 PM  O&E Pension Meeting



        Tues. February 16


   10:00 AM  Blighted Property








   12:00 PM  Public Works Committee








     3:30 PM  Finance Committee Meeting








     6:30 PM  HARB Meeting




       Thursday, February 18

   10:30 AM  Zoning Hearing Board








     4:00 PM  Board of Health

     7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments or questions from members of Council.

Mr. Smith stated it was Mr. Noviello’s birthday.  

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments from the administration.

Mayor Campana stated Happy Birthday to Mr. Noviello and he would like to complement Ms. Miele for the outstanding addition on the property on Fourth St to which Ms. Miele replied that it is her mother’s property.  Mayor Campana said it looks great and it will be an outstanding addition.
  Mr. Alan Anderson stated we are still having problems with the High Mark Merger.  You have probably received three cards by now and in the third set says you don't have a primary provider. The latest is now the pharmacies are having trouble connecting with High Mark.  He stated it is one thing after the other and he is continuing to work with people and the issues. If people have problems, please give him a call.  He is waiting to hear from Benacon before sending out emails again to the City.
Dr. Williamson thanked him for working on this and for the communications in the City.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were comments from the general public…Hearing none. 

Adjournment




Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adjourn.


Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Allison and a second by Ms. Miele.
Motion was carried by unanimous  8:55 PM “ayes’ .
Janice M. Frank
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