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 Thursday, February 5, 2015







    



    Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, February 5, 2015 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Don Noviello and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

     Approval of the January 22 , 2015 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Mr. Allison and  Mrs. Katz second and a roll call of Six yes votes.  Ms. Miele was absent.  There were no questions or comments.
 Limited Courtesy of the Floor.  There have been no requests for this week .

Presentation  - Penn Strategies – Update Report   Mr. Hall stated this presentation has been put off for two weeks because their presentation was not ready yet.

Mr. Hall changed the order of the agenda to accommodate people in the audience.
Resolution # 8409
Resolution Authorizing the Williamsport Bureau of Police to Hire Two Officers

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution
Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz

  Chief Foresman stated he would like to request City Council to recommend to hire these two individuals who have successfully passed all requirements for higher for the Williamsport Bureau police, not only through our hiring practices but also through the Williamsport Civil Service Commission.  If you give a positive vote tonight, these candidates will commence their employment with the Williamsport Bureau Police on February 9, for the City of Williamsport and will begin their employment by attending the municipal police officers Academy at the Lackawanna College as cadets. The two individuals considered, are Zachary Greey Logue, and Michael Corter.

  Asst. Chief Tim Miller read a brief biography on each candidate. 

Both Candidates were graduates from the Williamsport Area High School.  Both candidates have completed all necessary requirements.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions or comments.

Mr. Allison asked what is going to bring our compliments up to now?

  Chief Foresman answered, with these two hires it will be 50.

Mr. Hall asked for more questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.  Ms. Miele was absent.

    
Resolution #8410
Resolution Authorizing the City to Award a Professional Services Contract with CDI-Infrastructure, LLC DBA L.R. Kimball for Civil Engineering Services Related to the Destination 2014 Town Center Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Nichols stated this resolution is to approve a resolution authorizing the necessary design and engineering services for the Destination 2014 Town Ctr. The project specifically states we need professional services to complete this project, of the project primarily related to the utility relocation, land development plans and site works. This contract is part of the established budget of $1.5 million of the city project obligation and this is only related to the services on the project site, in other words the Y block.  The finance committee reviewed this on Tuesday and the administration is asking for your approval

    Dr. Williamson stated at our review of this we went through in detail the very scope of work that is primarily focused on utility relocation which as Council will call it is part of the agreement. It is the city's responsibility as well as construction documents, in particular the part of the block owned by city entities. The landscape development is engineering work is part of this but not that design which will fall under a different contract. The expenses in this resolution are covered in the 1.5 million cap that we had been holding on to throughout the developers process and agreement.  With that, and the understanding that the budget here on this piece is in line with the budget that we anticipated as we went through the developers agreement a few months back, we passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments.

  Mr. Smith asked Mr. Nichols if this contract was sent out for an RFP?

  Mr. Nichols replied, this part of the project, no, this is the current architect that has been working on Trade and Transit. We did a cost analysis on what they are proposing and it is well within, and much below that what we expected. Primarily, because they are already on-site, Destination 2014 is part of this project, it only made sense to make this small addition to the existing contract.

  Mr. Smith stated I guess I have a problem when RFP's are not put out, because we don't know if we are getting the best bang for the buck. Here we're giving this contract to this company and there could be a competent company that could do it for far less dollars in this, that is something we don't know.

  Mr. Nichols answered well if you go by the typical percentages for these types  of contracts and as they are set forth in the proposal, they are very familiar with this project because they've been also providing some services under Trade and Transit projects. We are hundred percent confident that this is far below that anything that we would receive under a RFP. 

  Mr. Nichols stated there has been a lot of work with the utilities and a lot of talk with them on this project.

  Mr. Allison asked what is their role?

  Mr. Nichols, they will have to do the design services for everything that is related, to the trenching…etc.
Mr. Hall asked if there were any more comments.
The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.  Ms. Miele was absent.

    
Resolution # 8411
Resolution 2014-2015 PEMA Grant

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

  Chief Dymeck, this is a resolution requesting your approval for the acceptance of the PA state firefighting assistance grant in the amount of, $14,284.70.  This is a yearly grant that is awarded to the fire departments to help upgrade to purchase new equipment. The money has been earmarked for refurbishments and upgrades on engine one, and the purchase of portable LED lighting system. This was brought before the Finance committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated at our review, we have seen this grant come through every year, and every year there's a little bit of a difference, that that fire departments seems that they've found their priority. This year it is a particularly timely grant in that we have discussed the state of our fire trucks. We have a situation where we have two fire trucks that are both reaching the end of their useful life because the deal that we got 15 years ago that allowed us a two-for-one deal. But we cannot afford to replace both of them right away so this will allow us to upgrade, and replace the pumping pieces and make other upgrades to that track to give it a little longer useful life.   He stated it was good planning on their part to have to extend this.  We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions.
The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.  Ms. Miele was absent
Resolution # 8412
Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of a 2015 John Deere 1585 Terrain Cut Mower

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Wright stated this resolution before you is to replace a 2004 mower unit.  This particular unit is considered just barely fair to poor condition. Manufacturer has dropped line and parts are becoming harder to get.  Delivery will be coming somewhere from Mid-May to Mid –June.

  Dr. Williamson stated that Mr. Wright and his team are really good at making things last for a long time and giving maximum life for them. We wanted to make sure we are on a pace to make sure that we can replace things that need to be replaced. We discussed the financing of this, the budget season we moved the funding of this particular piece of equipment from the general fund to the act 13 funds to give us the ability during the year. To maximize their ability, the committee and the administration all agreed that we would go ahead and move forward, and hopefully by April 1 we will know exactly how much act 13 revenue we will receive and maybe shuffle the money around a little bit. We passed this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation
  Mr. Hall asked if there were comments or questions.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.  Ms. Miele was absent
Resolution  # 8413 
Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of a 2015 GMC Sierra Pickup Truck

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution  
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Wright stated as was noted, since 2004 we have been trying to replace a couple vehicles each year.  We try to eliminate an older truck each year.  The truck will be assigned to the traffic control division and primarily used by the electrician. This will be purchased through the Pennsylvania State contract Co-Stars, municipal vehicles with the awarded vendor Penske GMC and we always have had very positive support from them.  He stated he did check on getting this truck in CNG, but this wasn’t offered.  This truck will have to be delivered and it will not be delivered until sometime in June.
  Dr. Williamson stated this is a pretty simple resolution,  old truck has to be replaced by new truck and we did budget for it so we passed this to the full body Council with positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments hearing none.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.  Ms. Miele was absent
Accept for filing: 


Recreation Meeting Minutes 01/23/15


Public Works Minutes 11/18/14


Finance Committee Minutes 12/16/14


Controller Report Dec. 2014


Brandon Park Commission 10/21/14


Shade Tree Commission 10/21/14
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept these minutes for filing.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

The minutes were approved with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.  Ms. Miele was absent
Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, February 19, 2015 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.) 
Mr. Hall announced there will be an executive session following tonight's meeting for two issues to discuss in the matter of personnel.  He also announced that there will be an executive session on Monday, February 9, 2015 at 7:30 PM in the matter of negotiations. He invited the Mayor and Mr. Grado.
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




             Monday, Feb 9


  12:00 PM  Planning Commission Meeting








    4:00 PM  Recreation Commission Meeting




Tuesday, Feb. 10

  12:00 PM  Williamsport Authority Board




Wednesday, Feb. 11

    3:30 PM  O&E Pension Board





Tuesday, Feb. 17

  10:00 AM  Blighted Property Board








  12:00 PM  Public Works Committee








    3:30 PM  Finance Committee








    7:00 PM  HARB 




Thursday, Feb. 19

    4:00 PM  Board of Health








    7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]


Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions/comments from Council, there were none, the administration had none and the General Public…

Scott Miller, 822 Tucker St.  one of the things I have thought about and I have talked to people is the most pressing issue in the long-term for the City of Williamsport, is it the crime & drugs, the levee, to me it is what people don't realize is what is coming up.  The healthcare benefits portion of the pension. It went from $56 million last year to $83 million. If you divide that over 30 years assuming a person lives in average of 30 years that works out to $2.7 million a year. I don't know if those figures are going to go down pretty soon that is an awful lot of money to, with each and every year for 30 years. Is that money in our budget that we can cut, I don't see this kind of cuts without really significantly impacting our budget. Are we going to raise our taxes? That would be three mils,  If you notice in Harrisburg, they talk about pension for state employees and the school. I don't see where they talk about municipalities and local governments. I would like to add city Council and the Mayor, to pass a formal resolution in contact are state representative, Wheeland, Senator Yaw, and Governor Wolfe to include us in those pension reforms.  Because if we don't get it, you might as well stick a fork in us, because we are done. Because we can’t keep raising taxes.  We need to contact our representatives in Harrisburg, not just that Council, the citizens, and let them know that we need to be included. Not just Williamsport, every city, Township Borough, so I challenge you to go on the record and find out and see what the number one challenge is in the City.  The resolution from the city would give us an ammo to help fight the people in Harrisburg.




Adjournment





Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Allison and second to motion by Dr. Williamson.  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at    8:12  PM.

Janice Frank, City Clerk   
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado


	Mr. Joe Gerardi 


	Mr. Joseph Pawlak 


	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


         Mr. Gary Knarr absent 


	Mr. Bill Wright, S&P	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief


	Greg Foresman, Police Chief, 


	Chief Heinbach 


	Sol. Norman Lubin


	Janice Frank, City Clerk


	Members of News Media	


	Members of the news media


	





Council members present:


	Bill Hall, President  


	Jonathan Williamson, Vice President   	Bill Hall, Councilman


	Bonnie Katz, Councilwoman 


	Don Noviello, Councilman 


	N. Clifford Smith, Councilman	Randall J. Allison, Councilman


	Elizabeth Miele, Councilwoman absent


	Randall Allison, Councilman 











