City Council Meeting Minutes of February 6, 2014

 Thursday, February 6, 2014
Williamsport, PA

Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, February 6, 2014 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Skip Smith and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Council President Bill Hall called the meeting to order. He asked for approval of City Council Meeting Minutes dated 1/23/14.  Do I have a motion to approve these minutes?  

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.  There were no questions or comments.  The minutes were approved with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
President Hall stated we have Troop 94 Boy Scouts here with Mr. Washburn as Scout Leader, they are here working on one of their merit badges, they have three scouts ready for their Eagle-Scout badge so they are looking for projects which will entail community service hours for them to get their badges.
There were no requests for courtesy of the floor.

Mr. Hall stated Commissioner Jeff Wheeland will give us a brief update on the Impact Fee Dollars and how they have helped the City of Williamsport.
  Mr. Wheeland, addressed everyone and suggested a project with the Boy Scouts.  He then stated over 25 months ago the County ended up in a partnership with the City of Williamsport and others to undertake a massive Brownfield revitalization process.  It was formerly known as the Brodart revitalization process and it is now called Memorial Homes.  This project has been the springboard for the City and County to pursue additional funding from PFHA, DEP, DCED to uplift the whole entire Bro-Dart neighborhood. Tonight is the next installment on our $610,000 overall commitment to the Williamsport Housing Strategy. We will be executing an agreement for $200,000 of County money, Act 13 Fund to be brought to the Memorial Homes pad preparation.  Together the City and the County join state and local officials this past November to break ground on the Memorial homes project.  Together we are working with the surrounding residents to define the neighborhood improvement needs. To fund these needs, we have already secured $2.4 million from PHFA, he stated Senator Yaw has done a super job in Harrisburg for us.   He spoke about the City and County partnership and how wonderful everyone worked together for benefiting the new projects.  He spoke about the projects that are headed by Mr. Bill Nichols.  He named some of the projects.  He thanked Mr. Bill Kelly from the County for all his efforts and stated that Bill is retiring this year.  Ms. Kim Wheeler will be taking his place who has been working with him side by side. Commissioner Wheeland also wanted to recognize Mr. John Grado for all his work.  He spoke about the Livescan project and how the City & County will be sharing it with the agreement.
Resolution #8307
 Resolution Intergovernmental Agreement with the County of Lycoming for the Acquisition of a Livescan Machine
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Chief Foresman, as you heard Commissioner Wheeland who has already given a brief introduction to this MOU, this started occurring about March of last year when we were informed by the State that this current livescan machine was going to be phased out and the company that deals with the maintenance and service of the unit was no longer going to service or maintain it. Therefore it would've cost us $25,000 to upgrade or replace this machine, so we approached the Commissioners and checked with them if there was still a need for our police department to have the unit, as we studied it further we definitely saw a need to have two units. So, that's why it was okay for them to go ahead and give us the money to upgrade the machine with the understanding that the County will have the interest to own it.  This was taken before the Public Safety committee and also before the Finance Committee.

  Mr. Smith stated we reviewed this agreement on Tuesday at the Public Safety meeting and Chief Foresman gave us a presentation on how the unit will operate. We feel this will be a very worthwhile project involving both the City and the County. We sent this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.
  Dr. Williamson stated we looked at it from the financial side of things, and clearly the County, we thank them for their $25,000 contribution to this, and I also appreciate the comments of the Commissioner in terms of this is an efficiency of being the right machine, it meets the needs that is always good to have a backup. The financial aspect that we discussed is the City will be taking on the maintenance costs which is what we currently have, but this costs don't increase, because we already have maintenance agreements in place to maintain our current machine. We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
  Mr. Hall asked if there were any  comments or questions, hearing none is Frank.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Appointments/Reappointments

Williamsport Parking Authority

Lee Dawson, 252 Jerome Ave commencing 2/6/14 to 6/1/18 replacing Ken DiRocco.

Recreation Commission

Ralph Keller, 203 Hughes St to a four year term commencing 2/6/14 and ending 2/6/18

Reappointments


Becky Lundy, 2221 Linn St reappointed to a new term commencing on 01/23/14 & ending 01/23/18

Rodney Morgan, 152 West Hills Drive, reappointed to a new term commencing on 1/23/14 & ending 
1/23/18  
Mayor Campana stated there are four City residents that are looking to be appointed or reappointed. I recommend them highly to City Council.   

  Mr. Hall asked to be able to vote all of them in with one vote.  

  Ms. Miele was concerned with the expiration dates of all three Recreation appointments because they will expire the same day and same year.  It will stated by the Mayor that he will look into that.
The appointments were carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Demolition 1003 East Third Street – Horizon Federal Credit Union

Mr. Gerardi stated that we table this tonight.  The representative could not be here tonight. They will be here at the next meeting.
Mr. Hall said I will take a motion to table.

Dr. Williamson made the motion to table this and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

The demolition was tabled with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Demolition  801 East Third Street – Barry L. Eck

Mr. Gerardi this is a request for demolition at the property of 801 E. 3rd St. which is located in the CC zoning district. The structure was destroyed by a fire several months back and was previously a complex. The owner wishes to tear it down. He does not have at this time or the land development plans, the building is boarded up. He did renovate the one next to it, we do have a representative here you have any questions.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this request.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Allison asked if that was the correct address. Mr. Gerardi stated we have it listed in our Geo system as 801, but the correct address is 795.

Mr. Hall asked so with the demolition be for 795 it would be for 801?

Mr. Gerardi stated it will be for parcel 61005513.

Mr. Hall asked for any other questions or comments, there were none.

The demolition was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8309
Resolution  Accepting a Grant from PEMA for Williamsport Bureau of Fire
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.  

  Chief Dymeck, this is a resolution requesting your approval for the acceptance of the Pennsylvania State fire fighters assistance grant in the amount of $12,539.50.  The yearly grant that is awarded to the fire Department to upgrade and purchase new equipment. The money has been earmarked to purchase new water rescue motors and to complete the refurbishment of in 1997 utility truck. This was presented to the Finance committee and Public Safety committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated we noted that this fire grant is a second year of our eligibility to be able to apply for the program and so we anticipate in the coming years to continue to be able to chip away at some of the important dollar amounts. We sent this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Smith stated one of the things he like to comment on was we as a City are very fortunate to be able to receive this grant. It seems that the government has always given grants to volunteer fired apartments rather than paid fire departments, the fact is that this equipment is so expensive and volunteer fire departments typically raise money through carnivals, bake sales and this type of thing where paid fire departments obviously receive all of their funding through city taxes. We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any comments or questions.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Ordinance #6253
Ordinance – Zoning Text Amendment on Flood Damage Control (final reading)Bill #1620-14
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Knarr stated this is the second reading in order to complete the FEMA requirements and to update of floodplain ordinance. I have nothing further to add to it.
Mr. Hall asked if there were questions or comments, hearing none Mrs. Frank.

The ordinance was carried on second reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Ordinance #6254
Ordinance Article 117 General Fee Schedule of the City of Williamsport Codified Ordinances(final reading)      Bill # 1621-14

The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the ordinance.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Gerardi stated I have nothing to add.

Mr. Hall asked if there were questions or comments, hearing none Mrs. Frank.

The ordinance was carried on second reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Resolution # 8304
Resolution to Accept a Proposal for Consulting Contract with Penn Strategies, LLC in conjunction   with RETTEW
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept the resolution.

 Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was second by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Nichols stated this resolution is to approve a contract for economic development consulting services, and basically we are recommending that the city continue our consulting services with Penn Strategies & RETTEW.  The term of this renewal contract is for two years and the total fee is not to exceed $300,000. Once again this contract will assist the City to achieve the goals, including the capital improvement program, and the priority projects listed in the contract. They have also continued their strategies to leverage funding from various sources, federal, state, local, and other state contracts. They will also continue to pursue private and public developmental contracts.  This was taken before the Finance Committee on Tuesday.
 Dr. Williamson stated at our review on Tuesday in addition to a Mr. Nichols just described, our prior agreement was the one-year agreement of $100,000 and this is a two-year agreement of $300,000. Is that 50% growth in the size of the overall contract.  The question is whether we can for our money. The continuance that we have asked them to take on project management, the addition is they were successful in helping advocate for receiving of a $3 million RACME grant at the end of 2013.  It's always interesting that you get a grant and then you have to apply for it, so now we have to apply for it and now there are significant costs and in addition then we have to manage the administration of that grant.  They will be taking on the paper work tasks also. We also discussed the evolution other projects and identifying the sources of funding.  We have developed a very strong relationship with the consultants. We sent this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.
  Mr. Nichols stated that Jason Fitzgerald, from Penn Strategies and Laura Templeton from RETTEW are here tonight.  As stated in the contract, RVT and the Parking Authority will provide this additional funds.

  Mr. Hall stated these are the consultants that got that $3 million for us, the state is actually using that application as their template to teach other people how to do the application. We were the only third class city in the Commonwealth to successfully get any money from that.  

  Mr. Allison stated under the scope of services section, there are a list of some specific projects and other concepts, the idea of building on the Economic Development, we need to expand that and attract industries that are basically related to that.  

  Mr. Smith stated when we approved their initial contract, we discussed that they both have local representatives. It is been very helpful because we can call either one of these people and they can give us answers that we need.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any other comments or questions on the resolution, hearing none Mrs. Frank.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8305
Resolution to Ratify the Action of the Finance Committee Approving an Addendum to the Bond Purchase Agreement
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Nichols stated this resolution is to ratify and acknowledge the City Council Finance committee’s review and approval to the terms in 2014 bonds. This was in keeping with the bond ordinance previously approved, City Council provided for Bond purchase agreement between the City and M&T Securities and that particular document called for this addendum to the Bond purchase agreement and review by the Finance Committee. He named the representatives that were here on Tuesday to review this information with the Finance Committee. The final rate is 3.95% slightly higher than the last time. There is a spreadsheet showing the aggregate debt services.  We also had an ad in the local paper about the City purchasing the bonds.
  Dr. Williamson stated we were presented all the information that was very much similar to the information we were presented in the first half of the bond. The bond issuance that we had agreed to last year was divided into 2013 and 2014 primarily for the tax advantages of those.  We were tasked with making the final decision and we reviewed the materials and they were very much similar to what we had seen in the Fall.  We did save about $600,000 over the course of the refinance and did not extend the term of the existing debt. We did made the decision in time for the closing of the markets at the end of the day Tuesday. The closing will happen two weeks from the date. In this resolution we are asking you to approve the process for which you laid out for us to do. This resolution was sent to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall thanked all members of the Finance Committee for their hard work.

  Ms. Miele stated because we have borrowed close to $20 million, does not mean that we will spend willy-nilly over the next several years. Every expenditure out of the new borrowing will come before Council before they can spend.

 Mr. Allison wanted to note that we have an A plus Standard & Poor's rating, and the reason we have that is because the due diligence that we exercise. We are very careful about what we borrow and how we spend it and we run a tight fiscal ship.

 Dr. Williamson stated that once everything is closed now, the representatives will be able to forward us how much of the Bond purchase was purchased by local buyers. 

 Mr. Hall, asked for any more comments or questions, hearing none Mrs. Frank.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8306
Resolution to Approve an Agreement Between the City of Williamsport & the County of Lycoming for Memorial Homes  Site Improvements

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

   Mr. Grado, as Commissioner Wheeland  indicated earlier, this is one of the components that is part of the County partnership that we have had with the 2012 housing strategy.  This is an agreement that is standard from the County in order to secure those funds. The $200,000 really is being matched with City community development funds, what is not on this plan is an additional grant that we had applied for half million dollars for infrastructure work in the Bro Dart neighborhood area.  He thanked Bill Kelly and spoke about the different phases.  They been working on this for 5 years.  The ½ million dollars we applied for is the maximum for the state.
  Dr. Williamson stated at our review we saw this as a standard agreement. There are many more agreements to come with this project.  He stated how exciting the project is and how exciting this project that goes even further to bring up the rest of the neighbor.  This agreement is all positive and it is 80% private funding.  We send this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mrs. Katz stated it has been interesting and incredible to watch how the neighbors have been kept informed and how questions have been answered.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were more comments or questions.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution # 8309
Resolution Authorizing the Williamsport Bureau of Police to Purchase two (2) Vehicles

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Chief Foresman stated the resolution you have before you is for the agreement to purchase two vehicles the Police Department.  On the second page of the packet are the proposals.  The purchase price per unit quoted by Sunbury Motors, each vehicle is $31,723.68 per vehicle for a total of $63,447.  We have budgeted for two vehicles, $86,200.  The set up costs for these two vehicles, with their final preparation, will be installed by a subcontractor through Sunbury Motors.  They are the Co-Stars company and these are being purchase under state contract.  There are two vehicles that we are looking to replace, one is one that was damaged/year to the point where was demolish and the other one is highlighted in yellow, the other vehicle remains unresolved from and tragic accident that has happened a few weeks ago. This was presented to the Public Safety committee and reviewed by the Finance Committee.
  Mr. Smith stated this was presented to us on Tuesday to review this for Public Safety and we felt it was a proper investment for the city, but we could not vote on because it was not on our agenda.

 Dr. Williamson stated from a finance perspective, all the paperwork is in order and we had no real issue, we did discuss what our plans were in terms of replacing vehicles. We have budgeted two for the year and anticipated more from insurance for the two damaged vehicles.  The prices came in a little bit more than we anticipated, so it looks like we will replace only three.  Members of Council have expressed CNG vehicle interests and Chief Foresman stated he was not aware of any police interceptors available.
  Chief Foresman stated he did check into it but there are not any out there because it doesn't have the combustion that we need in the vehicle.

  Dr. Williamson stated to us this made sense to get those back in service and also wait for insurance funds to be able to purchase the third one. We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

 Mr. Allison stated the vehicle that was going to be replaced has 130,000 miles on it and we do get a lot of miles out of our vehicles.  We don't just go through vehicles we keep them and repair them and keep them as long as we can.  

 Mr. Austin White, Solicitor,  stated in looking at the expiration date on the Co-Stars contract, the separation date says 2013. Often, Co-Star contracts are extended, but I would suggest that Council approve the resolution subject to that the contract has been extended.
Dr. Williamson made a motion that the contract is approved subject to the condition that the contract has been extended. Mr. Noviello seconded it.

 Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the amended approval.

The resolution was carried subject the contract being extended with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Chief Foresman stated he will get us the updated contract.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution itself.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was seven to 0.
Accept for filing:

Finance Committee Minutes 12/17/13

Public Works Committee Meeting 12/10/13

Controller/Treasure Report 12/31/13

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept these for filing.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

The minutes were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday February 20, 2014 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




      Monday, Feb. 10

             12:00  PM  Planning Commission



      Tuesday, Feb. 11                        
12:00  PM  Williamsport Authority Board



      Wednesday, Feb. 12  
  
 3:30  PM   O&E Pension Board



      Tuesday, Feb. 18


10:00 AM   Blighted Property

12:00 PM   Public Works








 3:30  PM   Finance Meeting








 7:00  PM   HARB



     Thursday, Feb. 20


10:00 AM   Zoning Hearing Board








  4:00 PM   Board of Health


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]
Mr. Hall  asked if there were comments from Council.  There were none.

Mr. Hall informed everyone about a new search engine out there for non-profit organizations and people who want to make money, that you should check out. The website is called the good search.com. Any nonprofit is nonprofit who wants to make money can register with that search engine, restaurants can register with that search engine, other businesses can register, it tracks all the people who join your cause and for every search that any member of your group makes, you get a penny. That does not sound like a lot miss you have a group of hundred people that do 100 searches a day, if you have a group of 200 people that manage 500,000 searches in the month at a penny a pop. That's free money. Is owned and operated by Yahoo which is a subsidiary of Bing which is a subsidiary of Microsoft. It is called good search.com and it is free money if you do a right. Check it out it's worth it.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any comments from the administration? None. Any comments from the general public, there were none.

 Adjournment




Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adjourn.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.  Meeting was adjourned with unanimous ayes.
Janice Frank

City Clerk    8:45  PM
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