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    Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, February 19, 2015 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Randy Allison and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

         Approval of the February 5, 2015 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Mr. Noviello and Dr. Williamson second and a roll call of six yes votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.  There were no questions or comments.  
Mr. Hall stated that since Mrs. Frank was not available tonight because of a death in her family, Solicitor Austin White will be reading the resolutions and ordinances and taking the votes tonight.

 Limited Courtesy of the Floor.  There have been no requests for this week 
Reappointment

Planning Commission




Christopher Keiser, 1155 Market St, Williamsport reappointment to a term commencing 2/17/14 & ending 2/17/18.  Mr. Hall stated he has been with the Planning Commission for quite some time.  
He asked for a motion to approved this reappointment.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.
There were no questions or comments to the reappointment.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the reappointment.

The reappointment was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.
Ordinance Amending Article 720 Brandon Park Conduct by Repealing the Prohibit Against Firearms(first reading)TABLED
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt this on first reading.

Mr. Smith stated he would like to make a motion to table this and Ms. Miele seconded it.

Mr. Austin White asked for the reason for tabling.

Mr. Smith stated this was brought to the Public Works committee, and since he has been on City Council he has never seen where an ordinance was presented without a sponsor. We had no information on why this was being presented, the rationale behind it, I checked with the police department and they knew nothing about it, so it was tabled in Public Works until we can have further information on it.

Mr. Hall asked for any other questions or comments, on the tabling, Mr. White please

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The Ordinance was tabled with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent. 

Mr. Hall moved the order of the agenda.

Lot Consolidation Plan – R.I.P. S.  LLC.
Mr. Knarr stated he does not have a representative here at this time.

Mr. Hall asked if there will be one here later?

Mr. Knarr stated he was not sure and has not heard from him at all.

Mr. Hall stated he will hold this until later.
.

Ordinance Amending Setting the Salaries of the Mayor, City Treasurer & Controller(first reading)Tabled
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance.
Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

Mr. Hall stated the purpose of this is every four years, Council has to set the salaries of elected officials so that anyone who wants to run for office has to know at the end of the time when they circulate petitions, what amount of money they might be making if they are elected. We have two readings for that, today and the next meeting and that way we have met the requirements of the law.

  Mr. White read the ordinance.  It is required for the city to pass every four years and it is required to be  passed prior to the new election term, and this is in accordance with the city ordinances and with the third class city charter law.

  Mr. Hall stated if you will notice there is no need to amend the ordinance in terms of salaries for City Council people because there is no change.  It is not been changed since 1972.

Dr. Williamson stated at our review on Tuesday we had a good discussion between the members on the committee, and the administration about basically trying to find the right balance between belt-tightening and also having salaries of the elected positions of the City keep up pace with changing and growing costs over time. If you don't change it, it deteriorates over time.  So the committee itself pass this to the full body of Council with no recommendation so that everybody would have the ability to have input and have that discussion with the full body of Council.  Two points in this particular ordinance, we are setting up a balance, there will be zero increase for two years for the Mayor, Controller & Treasurer.  Mr. Nichols started a review of other Cities…….

  Mr. Smith stated I would look forward to see that report compiled as to what other cities with like budgets like ours are spending. On this first reading I am going to abstain from voting until I have seen that. Because I am curious what salaries folks are getting from other cities. Most of our employees in the city are receiving somewhere from zero to 3 1/2% depending on the union contract, and those that are unionized typically see somewhere between two and two and half percent as I understand it. I think it is very difficult when you look at these three elected offices to give a zero. Not any of the three are high paid offices. When we look at the salaries that are in city government, these actually are some of the lowest people being paid. In order to attract, qualified people, you have to pay them a certain amount of dollars or they will not come to work for you. I don't have a defined opinion yet, based on I would like to see what information is going to be presented, so on the vote tonight, I will be abstaining.

  Ms. Miele stated, the one other thing that we discussed on Tuesday related to the fact that we should be setting salaries, but it would be wise to begin a discussion of this further out, as in two years out from the next election cycle. Obviously if we have salaries set in place, by the time there are positions, then people would be more aware of this to be able to think of this in the long term fashion. Over the next two readings, it would behoove us to take this subject up again in the next two years, to set the salary to attract qualified people for these positions.
  Mr. Hall asked the solicitor, if this doesn't get a vote tonight, and it fails, then we don't have two meetings to get it passed so we won't be in compliance with the law, and therefore everything will stay as is, is that correct?

  Mr. White replied, the way the ordinance is now it's sets the salaries through 2015, and I don't think you have the status quo going forward, but you do have the deadline for passing this would be March 23.  It would be two days before the last day for withdrawals.  

  Mr. Allison stated it is a difficult balance and I think the argument that we need to attract qualified people is valid, but we are not hiring anybody to these positions, they are elected positions, and the voters are hiring them. So that there is not necessary an a equivalency, the public perception of the government right now is not favorable to say the least. The most unfavorable is the federal government and you work your way down. I think most people are favorable of the local government because we are closest to the people and provide the services that they use on a daily basis. There is a level of satisfaction throughout the country and people are looking for local officials to be the way. Fair or not, I think the belt tightening has to be at least considered on an equal basis because of that. It is because of the dissatisfaction that people have with the way things are going right now. We know things are out of our hands, we are mandated to do things that cost hundreds of thousands of dollars that have to come from somewhere. There have been problems that are throughout the state and are not been addressed in any way they need to be. Those things are not under our control but we are the closest to people that are paying taxes and I think we need to be sensitive to people. I am not particularly interested in this model we have here, I am interested in seeing what Mr. Nichols has to offer with his report.
  Mr. Noviello, I think we are safe in assuming that this body will come up with something that is fair and equitable. In this sense, we are waiting for some forthcoming information, and that's what we need to process to begin this. So I think we are sort of in a standstill at this moment.  I don't think a simple no vote would suffice here and I'm likely to abstain.

  Mr. Hall stated and a no vote would mean that this cannot come back up before Council again.

  Ms. Miele, if we have several people that are waiting for a little bit more information it would be the wiser option to table this.

  Mr. Hall stated after talking with several Council people since October, and letting them know that this had to be dealt with, I did manage to get feedback and I got feedback from several Council people. I took their comments into consideration when I came up with the numbers and wrote the ordinance. I left my own opinions out of it, had I interjected my own opinion I would've followed the County model which is to give increases to the offices of the Treas., tax collector and controller. And I would've cut the executives by 4% and have done one and a half increase for the following three years to make it the same level as it is this year to start. That would've been my preference, and obviously I would not have the votes for that so that isn't going to happen.  But I only received comments from two of you so I did the best that I could.

  Ms. Miele, we do appreciate your efforts to get this paperwork out of the way.  I admit that we do need to take care of it one way or another so I do think that this course of action looks wise. I am making a motion to table this until we have more information.  Dr. Williamson seconded it.

Mr. Hall stated then on the motion to table.   
 Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The Ordinance was tabled with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.  

Mr. Hall stated we have two meetings left and we have to get it done.

Bill # 1639-15
Ordinance Vacating Portion of Neece St. & Potter St in the Fifth Ward (first reading)
Mr. Hall read the ordinance in short form.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the ordinance.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Grado, this ordinance is on first reading vacating Neece & Potter St in the 5th ward.  This is part of a process for the development of destination 2014 in the liberty arena. It includes vacating from the public's use, that portion of Neece St., to Potter and ½ of Potter as it turns east towards Hepburn St.  Council has to take action in vacating the public's use. This will be further explained in the land development on second reading, vacation of streets have to be advertised and go 28 days, so intent is to come back on April 1 along with a public meeting.  He spoke about the utilities involved.  We can not reserve vacations in an easement so the ordinance should be amended to exclude that.  I am asking Council to amend that for this first reading.  We need to take out a paragraph.
  Mr. Smith stated that came to us on Tuesday and as Mr. Grado explained it very well.  We did discussed the utility relocations and there will not be an ingress or egress. We voted on this ordinance and send it to the full body Council with positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to delete and amend the ordinance.

  Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the amendment.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The Ordinance was amended with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent. 

Mr. Hall asked if there were questions on the ordinance.  There were none.  He asked for a vote on the ordinance.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The Ordinance was carried on first reading with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent. 

Resolution #8423
Resolution of Approval of Contract Changes Between the City & AFSCME Local 2674  City Employees
Mr. Hall read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mayor Campana stated before you I have a contract with AFSCME Local 2674 & the City.  There were four things I would like to highlight. The first is this is a four-year contract, raises salary of Codes Officers, adds a fifth step for Codes Officers to increase salaries and lastly this will help to reduce legacy cost. There are representatives here from the Union as well as our HR Director.  This contract went before finance.
  Dr. Williamson stated we reviewed this in early January and based on some discussions from our committee and the Mayor, as well as representatives from the union, they went on to look at it a little bit further to make sure that everyone was happy with it.  We received it back at our meeting this week in the main change was clarifying was how the on call status would be handled and the situation now is more clear and more satisfactory.  We received an updated version of that extra personal day was added for perfect attendance, the other change involved clarifying language, which deals with the process that will occur in the coming months as the administration will put together a hybrid plan for healthcare.  With those anticipated changes we passed this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.

  Mr. Smith spoke about the increases in salaries….he stated that was the typical cost of living increases.  He asked the comparison to the private sector……about pre-scheduled overtime stating that the employee will be paid for 3 hours regardless, he asked Mr. Anderson if they could do something else for extra hour.
  Mr. Alan Anderson answered these are unusual circumstances, if somebody is called in at two o'clock and they work an hour and half are you going to want them to work an extra hour and a half, I think that is pretty unusual to have to do that.

  Mr. Smith asked if it were legal to assign that work…Mr. Anderson answered yes it is.

There was also comments on buying out your sick days, and Mr. Smith that is very difficult to have to do and he would like to look at things to try and compare government with private industry.  There was discussion about pension and employees paying part of their health care.  He feels in coming years we should look at these costs.

  Mayor Campana stated any time you negotiate with unions, there is give and there is take. The legislative and executive branch has spoken about the Codes Department, that they are underpaid. When you are trying to negotiate you have to give something up and they have to give up something as well. When looking at the big picture we have an opportunity to really cut legacy costs in the city. We have the opportunity to save millions of dollars over time and I understand what you're saying but we're trying to be like that private sector when it comes to pension. It is very disappointing that the Commonwealth is not at this spot, but we will take your comments into consideration.

There was additional discussion about wages and the hybrid plan and the Mayor stated it has been discussed.   He will keep City Council informed.

  Mr. Allison stated he would like to see in the future, when we get a contract, that it come will actuarial predictions, so perhaps we can research that now so in future we can have in place.  He asked about Codes calls and emergencies, Mr. Gerardi explained that most of the call outs was special events and week end events, last year it was 225 hours.  
  Mr. Noviello stated he felt this was a very generous plan here and looks forward to the administration’s effort in the hybrid plan.

  Mr. Hall cautioned everyone anytime we try something new like this hybrid plan it is wise to make sure it is followed through completely.  He explained what happened in the Fire Dept. during Mike Rafferty’s administration and the administration did not hold up their end of the bargain, so he cautioned that both parties do their part when implementing something new.  He asked for a vote on the resolution.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.  
Resolution #8422

Resolution  Agreement for Legal Service with Ballard Spahr

Mr. Hall read the resolution.

He asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.
Mayor Campana stated this is a special legal agreement and we have been working with them since 2012 and have been very very effective. Compensation is not to exceed $30,000 in 2015.
  Dr. Williamson stated at our review we recognize that recently had an opportunity to speak with representatives from Ballard Spahr and also with representatives from the administration. We did not vote on it but we agreed with the administration that they have provided good service to the city and unfortunately will continue to need their service. The only thing that extended the discussion a bit with a process issue in terms of the resolution that we had at the time reference an agreement that we didn't have.  There is a memo from the Mayor with an updated agreement with an updated resolution that references an agreement from Ballard Spahr that helps smooth out the process and how these work. We passed this to the full body of Council is no recommendation at that time mainly on this procedural issues.

  Mr. Smith stated we had this agreement with Ballard Spahr and we know the attorney, they have helped us with legal aid beyond what our solicitors could do because of their specializations.  We met with representatives from this firm and have provided great services.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.  
Resolution #8421
Resolution Authorizing the Execution of an Engineering Agreement between the City & Geo-Technical
Mr. Hall read the resolution and asked for a motion to approve the resolution.
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

  Mr. Wright stated he wanted to bring to attention at the end of the contract is a letter from AMCE who is the engineering firm handling this.  The letter gives a summary of where we have come from and where we are at and what is needed to complete the process.  We have sat down with FEMA…there was a couple of issues we need to complete.  We need to test our relief well system in the amount of not to exceed $132,500.  There are 102 relief wells and all have to go through hydraulic testing process to determine how they are functioning. There are 26 wells that have too much sediment buildup in the bottom and that has to be removed. This is being done this part of the certification process but it is also a requirement of the Army Corps as it relates to the project as well.  This is a twofold requirement.  This did go before the Finance committee as well as the Public Works committee.

  Mr. Smith stated we have been working on this levee study project for three years and the next will be a resolution for the video system.  These relief wells are very necessary for us to complete our certification. He described what would happen if we did not do the requirements. Mr. Wright has done his research on this and has found the proper company to work on this and approved by FEMA.  We sent this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.

  Dr. Williamson explained the Finance Committee stated prior to this year we spent about $400,000 on the testing. We budgeted $300,000 this year, $150,000 from the general fund and 150,000 from the act 13 funds.   He gave Mr. Wright kudos for saving the City $100,000 because the cost will be $200,000.   He spoke about the testing and what the testing will reveal.  Finance passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Noviello also thanked Mr. Wright for his work and wanted viewers to understand just how complex this Levee issue is.  He is dealing with FEMA and the Army Corps of Engineers.  He stated the complexity of this is what drives the cost of this up.

  Mr. Allison stated one other fact is we have 102 wells and there are 26 that need to be cleaned out.  It is a rather extensive project.

  Ms. Miele stated Mr. Wright is continually saving the city money by doing the work in-house.

  Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution.

 Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.  
Resolution #8420

Resolution Authorizing the Execution of an Engineering Agreement Between the City & State Pipe Services
Mr. Hall read the resolution and asked for a motion to approve the resolution.
Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

  Mr. Wright stated one further comment on the relief well, after the diagram is a listing of all the wells, and the ones highlighted in yellow are the ones that had to have the removal.  This resolution has to do with our conduit inspections meaning where in height with passed through the levee corp.  He described the size of the conduits and the material make up.  The firm that is doing this is State Pipe Services, Inc.  We got a quotation and advertised an RFP and obtained State Pipe Services.  The scope of work is the video inspection and we need to get the camera through to give us visual.

  Mr. Smith stated we talked again about the costs and AMEC provided two different companies and Mr. Wright did some research and came out better.  We also talked about the technical aspects of this. He discussed how complex this is. Public Works passed this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation. 
  Dr. Williamson stated a couple of points that I’d make after discussion we had decided to include a not to exceed clause in this resolution.  We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.  There was additional discussion on the cost savings.  The target date is Sept. 1.
  Mr. Hall asked for a vote on this resolution.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.  
Resolution #8419

Resolution Awarding the Contract for the Bowman Field Netting Replacement
Mr. Hall read the resolution and asked for a motion to approve the resolution.
Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
  Mr. Wright this resolution awards a contract to West Coast Netting in the amount of $18,400. It is to replace the backstop netting at Bowman field. The plans and specifications were prepared by Anthony Visco and it was publicly advertised and there was a public bid opening and we had two bidders.  West Coast was the low bid, they also did the netting that was installed in 2005. So it is about 10 years old and Mr. Visco also did the specs back them as well.  The netting was in poor condition and we did not even try to salvage it.

 Dr. Williamson stated we talked a little bit about the netting and what is needed and this will be taken out of the Bowman Field Maintenance.  We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.  Originally we budgeted $25,000.

  Mr. Hall asked if this was taken to the Bowman Field Commission.  Mr. Wright answered yes it was.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution.

  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent  

Resolution #8418
Resolution Agreement with Pennsylvania TRACS Sub-License Agreement

Mr. Hall read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.
Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.

 Chief Foresman stated this is an agreement with the Pa. State Police for the use of a traffic and criminal software.  This software is owned by the Iowa Department of Transportation which is sub-leased and licensed to the Commonwealth, primary the state police. We have now sublicensed from them, for us to have the software distributed to us for use by the local governments for public safety. This brings us to the reason of the sub license permit, this is for the Bureau of police to be used to license the software and have this license with the state police. We have been using it and testing it and it is a great product. There are no fees associated with this agreement, any of the fees that have been paid are strictly for maintenance and upgrade of software. This has been reviewed by the city solicitor and presented to the Public Safety committee.

  Mr. Smith stated this was brought to us at the beginning of the month and it was stated that it was not in resolution form and ready.  It is now ready for approval.  This type of software is proprietary, use by the state police.  

  Mr. Hall asked when did we purchase this?
  Chief Foresman stated in 2014 when we purchased the Spillman.

  Mr. Hall asked how much it was?  Chief Foresman stated he did not know and he will find out how much it is?  Mr. Hall stated normally it comes to the leadership of Council so that we actually get a resolution so that we can find it to where it needs to go. This one would've gone to the finance committee had I known that, simply to find out the questions that I'm asking right now instead of showing up at a public safety meeting without any kind of action being taken and just showing up here tonight.

  Chief Foresman stated I did not just show up here, I presented it to the City Clerk to be put on a committee, it was put on Public Works and not Finance. I did not ask for public works, I asked for Finance and it was not put on finance.  

  Mr. Hall stated he will check into that.  He asked for a vote on the resolution.

    Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent  

Resolution # 8415

Resolution Authorizing Tax Collector, Berkheimer to Impose & Retain Costs of Collection on Delinquent taxes
Mr. Hall read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.

  Mr. Grimes, City Treasurer stated he will cover all three resolutions because they all go together.  It was brought to my attention that there were pieces missed with the original contract with Berkheimer in 2012.  The conclusion that we reached after talking with the concerned taxpayer and the legal department of Berkheimer and our legal department with the City, is that there are three additional resolutions that need to be passed to smooth out the edges.  Attached you have an e-mail between myself and the director of Berkeimer.  The first resolution in front of you is the resolution to impose a cost of collection to the taxpayer to Berkeimer of the fees that they collect.  All of this went in front of the Finance and it was questioned whether or not this should be passed as a resolution or an ordinance.  The solicitor informed me since Berkeimer is not part of the City, it needs to be passed the resolution. The second resolution allows Berkheimer to share confidential information with the Treasurer of the City of Williamsport and it was worded as the Treasurer of the City of Williamsport, so no matter how that department changes, whether there's more stuff in there or less stuff in there, it only covers the scope of the Treas. of the City of Williamsport.  The third resolution is to name Berkheimer as a tax hearing officer for the city. The tax hearing officer is stated in Act 50 of the 1998 Journal of assembly of Pennsylvania and this allows Berkheimer to use in the administrative process to receive and make determinations on petitions from taxpayers relating to the assessment in determination of refund of eligible tax. Berkheimer has been very lenient in the past with taxpayers when they challenge a fee as far as I know. There has not really been any major problems on the fee tax assessed to a business.  If there was, the hearing officer's decision there would not be a final say, and that was another question brought up in finance. As long as the taxpayer has a direct interest in this position from the hearing officer, they have every right to challenge that decision through the Lycoming County C ourt of common pleas. One quick note on all of this, it really does not change the scope of anything we do with Berkheimer and how that relates to the city of Williamsport, it just puts the necessary resolutions in place so we continue to use their services to the taxpayer with the same service as been since October of 2012.
  Dr. Williamson stated the first resolution that is about the fees, these are standard fee that are part of the reason why there is not a whole lot of fees to the city directly in terms of the cost of collecting taxes that we would pay either the taxes that they would collect. This is the source of their income to some degree and also to ensure that people that are delinquent in their taxes are held accountable. It was our anticipation that there would be such speech that was overlooked at the time. He thanked Mr. Grimes for getting this resolved. The second one basically is a housekeeping measure in terms of a assuring that communications can occur between the Treas. and Berkheimer, because otherwise it is Berkheimer's responsibility to protect the privacy of the taxpayer. That is absolutely what we want them to be doing but we also need our Treas. and tax collector to do his job also.  The third one is that we still retain the ability to provide, and allow for taxpayers to have a voice within the city and within the governing entities of the city and Lycoming County should there be a problem between the taxpayer and Berkheimer.  With those discussions we passed all three resolutions to the full body Council with positive recommendations.

  Mr. Smith stated he has read over what was presented to Council, he sees the one part says a review of the forms returned us with the agreement to the city never passed the necessary resolution to allow us to apply the cost to the taxpayer, based on this fact we request that the City did not pass this on to the resolution…..He asked if Mr. Grimes initiated all of this?

  Mr. Grimes answered two pieces of the four that you just mentioned was brought to my attention by a taxpayer of Williamsport, so that I got the original contract with Berkheimer, dug through it myself, and went through it all with our city solicitor and then send it to the Berkheimer.  There was a concern that both myself and the taxpayer, and they looked at that with their legal department and came to the conclusion that we came to.
  Mr. Smith stated I think it is good thing that we found these things.  We would have some issues with legalities in the future.

  Mr. Grimes stated and we are still exploring some of these legalities, but we had all the fees in place since the beginning and we get a report every month of the fees that are sent to the taxpayer, and then both act 192 and section 707 of the local tax enabling act, it does not require us to pass the fee as long as we are not knowledgeable about the fees they are assessing on the taxpayer and don't find them unreasonable, they can assess those fees. It should be passed and it needs to be passed, but legally it wasn't exactly necessary to have it there to have those fees collected.

  Mr. Smith stated well I am glad that it was brought to our attention and anything else that you find digging around, be sure and try to get that up to the legal status too. Thank you.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the first resolution.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent  

Resolution #8416
Resolution Appointing a Liaison Between the City Treasurer & Berkheimer for the Purpose of Confidentially

Mr. Hall read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.   
Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Hall asked for the vote.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent  

Resolution #8417
Resolution  Authorizing  the City of Williamsport to Appoint Berkheimer as its Tax Hearing Officers

Mr. Hall  read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Hall asked if there were questions or comments, hearing none.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent  

Resolution # 8414
Resolution Awarding Internet Services for City Hall

Mr. Hall read the resolution..

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.
Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

  Mr. Wray stated, before you is a contract awarding internet services between Comcast and the City of Williamsport in the amount of $127.85 for the first two years and then $147.85 for the third year.  This was reviewed by Finance.

  Dr. Williamson  at our review we discussed the parts of the franchise agreement that were mixed with Comcast.  We had an agreement in 2006 and it does not meet with the needs of today.  Justin worked out an agreement to minimize the costs and get through this three year period and be able to reassess it. It is particularly important for the police department.  We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
  Mr. Hall asked for any more comments or questions, hearing none.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent  

The Lot Consolidation Plan was brought back up….Mr. Hall asked for a motion to Table.TABLED
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

This was canceled due to lack of a representative.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The lot consolidation plan was tabled with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent  

Certificate of Appropriateness – 320 Elmira St
Mr. Gerardi stated this is for the property on 320 Elmira St, the former Pickelner Area.  This request is to construct in addition to the existing facility. The three main materials used on the exterior will be split face block, stucco, texture clad, wall panels and painted V rib wall panels.  You have a picture of the orange outline area that was approved by city Council on the meeting on January 8. The other drawing shows the building which is in yellow and in another elevation which explains where the materials are located on the building and the floorplan layout of the facility.  City of Williamsport has codified ordinances, the codes Department enforces six of the nine codified ordinances. One of them is our design standards. We are here to look at the materials, the look and colors and you will be receiving a land development lot consolidation on the April 1 meeting and at that point you will see everything that is laid out with the building is going to look green areas and so forth.  There are 364 parcels ground in the central business district. Within this particular block or five buildings and several parking lots.  This is the only building that was actually face Hepburn Street and Elmira Street.  I did review this and went through the five pages of design standards to make sure this meets the requirements. This has compatibility with the existing buildings that surround it.  The form of new construction shall complement the existing things that are downtown. One of the questions was the primary building and building entrance, the building entrances are visible from the street and special attention shall be given to the design standard that is both attractive and functional.  My job is to review this and to make sure that this meets the requirements and they do. He discussed the visibility of that facility and the roof structure that has to be smaller than what the ordinance states.  On windows, the way I am looking at this is, this is an arena and that is not conducive to have windows because of the sporting events inside.  He also spoke about the exterior building materials.  His interpretation is that the materials used are all within the design standards.  He spoke about the things that are visible and things that are not visible.   His opinion is that this building did meet the intent of this ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this certificate.
Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions.

Dr. Williamson was confused about than 19% too much steel, so they do not meet the requirements.

Mr. Gerardi answered this building is next to a steel mil and it is the only building on the block.

Dr. Williamson stated this is the central business district, so given this older building was built before the design standards, but what you are saying based on your definition of material is 50% of this is visible and does not meet the standards.  He asked about the appearance to pedestrians.

 Mr. Gerardi stated the way I see this I have a larger building here that this is not broken down. Where this building is located and where it is attached to is different in this particular area of the central business district.  There was a lengthy discussion on the building entrances and downtown should be pedestrian friendly and will it be easy to walk into.  The land development does show a very friendly way to approach this building.  
  Ms. Miele asked if this building meets the design standards?  It doesn’t meet the Windows on Elmira Street, it does not meet the building materials percentages, even by the least strict interpretation, and there is also some question is whether or not it meets the provisions of D1, where it has to be broken up into smaller pieces.  So it does not meet, one part of the ordinance and possibly three.

  Mr. Gerardi answered I believe that this building meets the requirements because I cannot make this building meet the same requirements as if it was next to the Genetti.

  Ms. Miele stated there is a whole other requirement that is not linked to compatibility.  There was discussion about the materials being under the requirements. When we passed this ordinance, it is the beginning of an effort to raise standards to help increase property values.  As a Council we are trying to uphold our City Ordinances.  She stated we have to discuss whether or not the building meets the standards as stated in D1, it does not mean the materials……..
  Greg Day, JP Gibbons Construction, the general contractor stated we consider the Hepburn St side the main façade, this is a recreational arena and we are hoping to attract families.  

  Mr. Austin White stated that D1 is general and would require an interpretation and Council should focus more on the specifics and not general interpretations.

  Ms. Miele stated she would like to see it be a centerpiece for the downtown design, there is a larger issue of hoping to improve the design for the Central Business District.    
  Mr. Hall stated 1 ½ inches of our 4 inch codified ordinances book are zoning regulations.  It took probably years and years to write that.  So we had to condense the design ordinance to five pages.  Mr. Hall stated although he felt the building was ugly and he looks like a warehouse  and the colors are horrible.  He stated in his mind that it did not match the historic district design, and never envisioned that we would be dealing with an arena that has a limited budget, simply we don't have any money in this. So I rely on food we paid to tell us what to do, because it doesn't matter that it looks like a warehouse, or the fact that I hate the colors, it doesn't matter of the appearance, but if the professionals that we are paying state that he thinks this meets the design standards of the downtown ordinance, and despite what I think, I have to go with your opinion, Joe and that is how I will be voting.
  Mr. Noviello stated he will have to concur with that, he feels this kind of fits in with the buildings around it and he feels this is of prior to the entrance of the historic district.  He stated he does think that there is almost an expected aura of a sports arena and he doesn't see that as he looks at this particular design now. He respected the opinion of Mr. Gerardi and Mr. Knarr.

  Mr. Gerardi stated this did go to the planning commission and it is recommended to go to Council with positive recommendation.  
  Dr. Williamson discussed that he felt stuck a little bit because he is trying to separate his opinion from the professional opinion.  

  Mr. Smith stated there is no way a private developer could compete with the price that the rec center would cost without cutting cost.  We are coming to an arena to do this inside and we should have just some concern for the outside.  He feels this would bring people to the area and would spend money in other parts of downtown.  A profession entity will be running this and will be bringing teams in here and we'll know how to do the marketing for this agreement. It ultimately comes down to what can the developer do at a  reasonable cost to make a profit and still look respectable.  He also spoke about standards that might scare developers away especially when they will be creating revenue and jobs.  We should look at what good it can bring us.  There has to be a middle ground to make things happen.  
  Mr. Allison stated he looks at this block as being a transitional block and on the other side of block is the historic district. This particular block has never had a certain character to it and there's been a lot of different things in there.  I think it is in a different category, and we do have ordinances and most of them deal with black or white things but there is some things that are subjectivity to designs. Maybe the ordinance need some tweaking are maybe we should revisit the ordinance.  I will support this because of the spirit of the law is what is needed here.
  Mr. Hall asked for any other questions or comments, hearing none.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with five yes roll call votes.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted no, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes and Mrs. Katz was absent.  The vote was 5 to 1.  

  Dr. Williamson stated we need to sit down and make some changes to this ordinance and decide just what we want and what we don't want so we don't have to have this discussion again. We need to take out what we want to take out and add what we need to add.   We need to get the ordinance right and put together a professional package, that says here is the book that uses our language and gives us a black and white answer.    The missing piece in all of this is clarity and that is what we really fall short on.
Accept for filing: 


Public Safety Minutes 12/02/14


Finance Committee Minutes 12/09/14, 1/6/15 & 1/20/15


Recreation Meeting Minutes 1/12/15


Bowman Field Minutes 1/14/15

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these minutes.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The minutes were approved with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent  

Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, March 5, 2015 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




             Friday, Feb. 20


  12:00 PM  Housing Appeals Board




Monday, Feb. 23

  12:00 PM  Planning Commission








    4:00 PM  Recreation Commission Meeting




Wednesday, Feb. 25

  11:30 PM  Redevelopment Authority



Tuesday, March 3

  12:00 PM  Public Safety Committee








    1:00 PM  Public Works Committee








    3:30 PM  Finance Committee




Thursday, March 5

    7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]










Chief Foresman stated that he found that the Pennsylvania Tracs Sub-License Agreement did not cost the City anything.  
Mr. Allison asked if the Liberty Group would like to introduce the general manager of the facility.

Mr. Harlem Burks with Liberty Group this evening I have with me the general manager, his name is Abe----

he's going to be able to put together the league of all ages and age groups that are going to be held in this facility along with the training camps.

Mr. Abe Bagnass, thank you once again for deliberating over the issues, regardless of how ugly the surrounding areas looks to you, you will certainly like what will be going on inside. In conjunction with the Liberty Group and another group that has been training me, I can assure you that in time this is something that you will all be proud of.

Mr. Noviello wanted to extend his sympathy to Dave Columbine's for the loss of one of his family members over the last week. Dave is a relatively new Street inspector and I believe he lost his father last week.

Adjournment





Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Allison and second to motion by Dr. Williamson.  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at    10:18  PM.

Janice Frank, City Clerk   
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado


	Mr. Joe Gerardi 


	Mr. Joseph Pawlak 


	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


         Mr. Gary Knarr 


	Mr. Bill Wright, S&P	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief


	Greg Foresman, Police Chief, 


	Chief Heinbach 


	Sol. Austin White


	Janice Frank, City Clerk absent


	Members of News Media	


	Members of the news media


	





Council members present:


	Bill Hall, President  


	Jonathan Williamson, Vice President   	Bill Hall, Councilman


	Bonnie Katz, Councilwoman absent


	Don Noviello, Councilman 


	N. Clifford Smith, Councilman	Randall J. Allison, Councilman


	Elizabeth Miele, Councilwoman 


	Randall Allison, Councilman 











