City Council Meeting Minutes of February 21, 2013

                               Thursday, February 21, 2013
Williamsport, PA

Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, February 21, 2013 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Wild Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Skip Smith and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Council President Bill Hall called the meeting to order. He asked for approval of City Council Meeting Minutes dated 02/07/13.  Do I have a motion to approve these minutes?  

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.  There were no questions or comments.  The minutes were approved with seven yes roll call votes.
Limited Courtesy of the Floor

 Michael Ochs, 1633 Scott Street, Williamsport

BroDart issues:  Michael Ochs’s “courtesy of the floor remarks” 2/21/23

Because I’ve addressed Council on the BroDart matter on prior occasions, and wish to hear tonight’s discussion and reserve my right to say something about such at the close of the meeting, I now remind you that my three main concerns are safety, the environmentally benign (or “green”) nature of demolition/ construction at the site, and its viability (or “sustainability”).

Safety matters, as the Textron SuperFund site includes any property where site-related contamination has come to be.  The neighborhood has homes whose basements are “vented” due to objectionable levels found there; the city’s reserve water wellfield must be cleansed before it can be operationalized, and so forth.  Many precautions need to be taken upon re-building on BroDart property.

As we have recently learned of the importance of studying what the “possible health impacts of natural gas drilling on the Marcellus Shale” are (Wmspt. SunGazette, 2/19/13, p.A-1), and that our local Susquehanna Health System will be part of that study, it has disappointed me over the years that no health study has been done to study what the possible health impacts are, or have been, to people working and/or living in our town’s SuperFund site.  Surely there is longitudinal data over the past fifty-some years to indicate whether or not any cancer “hot spots” exist among such populations.

While I appreciate the Susquehanna Health System being pro-active regards Marcellus Shale and health, why can’t it be re-active as regards the possible SuperFund site effects on workers and neighbors?  I imagine it would be very re-assuring for prospective tenants to know, based on the historic evidence from  Susquehanna Health System studies, that no danger exists for them to move into the SuperFund site neighborhood.  But we don’t have such a study.

Secondly, as for the prospect of green demolition and construction, thus far there’s no reassurance of including extermination as a step preceding demolition (or a consideration of what rights, if any, the animal life residing within the BroDart eco-system have).  How much demolition debris will be kept out of the county landfill (Volume? Percentage? Will it be tracked as to its type, etc.?)  And we have yet to see the building specs and if it would qualify for being LEED-certified by the USGBC.  Are these environmental considerations a high priority?

Third, as to it viability, I’ve raised the question before as to why anyone would want to live there, across from a factory (TEXRON-AVCO).  Granted, Textron on Memorial Avenue has recently improved its façade there and erected new safety fencing.  Perhaps that was enabled by the money secured by PA Assemblyman Mirabito, the $1 million dollars for the Lycoming Engines Expansion Project (Webb Weekly, 10/24/12, p. 4).  I’m unclear as to the separate corporate domains known as Textron/Avco/Lycoming Engines, but I wonder if this is yet another example of an AFDC program (Aid for Dependent Corporations).  I haven’t read what value the community derives from this $1 million dollars, and thought that the corporation was in a financially secure position, not dependent on tax dollar infusion.

Also, re: viability, and the expressed concern by the authors of the college and county studies about the danger of over-building, may I point out three recent indicators from the local newspapers:

Feb. 12 (SunGazette, p. B-3), a $15 million dollar project for an 80-room hotel and single family apartments outside of Hughesville is proposed.

Feb. 13 (Webb Weekly, p. 34), nineteen fully furnished apartments remain unoccupied and for rent (fully-furnished, all utilities included, $575/month).

Feb. 14 (SunGazette, p. A-1), in a story about PA DEP secretary Michael Krancer’s point-of-view, the first five words are “As natural gas drilling slows…”

In conclusion, I will not repeat my earlier concerns and specific questions to council and administration, except to say that many haven’t been responded to.  Thus I wonder why.

Thank you.

Subdivision/lot add-on- Gregory & Georgene Gardner 1735 Almond Street

Mr. Knarr, attached for your review and consideration is a subdivision lot add on request from Gregory & Georgene Gardner for approval for the proposed subdivision and lot Add-on from Tax Parcel 76-007-108 to Tax Parcel 76-007-111 containing 13,002 ft.² before and 12, 711 ft.² after add on parcel. It is located at 1735 Almond St. and it is located in the R-2 Zoning district. The current land use is a single family residence house. All zoning, subdivision, land development, and storm water management concerns have been addressed. The Lycoming County planning commission reviewed this on January 24, 2013 and provided a positive recommendation for your approval. The planning commission reviewed this request on February 11, 2013 and gave a positive recommendation for your approval.  There is a representative here.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

The subdivision was carried with seven yes roll call votes.

Certificate of Appropriateness – 251 Penn St., Owner – Nick Schneider

Mr. Gerardi stated this is a certificate request to paint an existing metal roof , a brown similar in color to the Red Cross rood next door.  The building is located in the CBD District.  The planning commission did review this on Monday, February 11, 2013 and made a positive recommendation. There is a representative here if you have any questions. His intent is to keep the same colors on the walls, doors and windows.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

The certificate of appropriateness was approved with seven yes roll call votes.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 300 Market St,  Owner – Jersey Shore State Bank
Mr. Gerardi stated this is for a ground sign to remove existing business identification ground sign and erect new sign in same location.  The sign is located in the CBD district.  He attached a sheet to show design and colors.  The Planning Commission did review this request on Monday, February 11, 2013 and made a positive recommendation.  It does match the architecture of the building.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was second by Dr. Williamson. 

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes.
Demolition:   121 East Fourth Street – Lycoming College

Mr. Gerardi stated, what you have before you is a demolition requests from Lycoming College for a structure located at 121 E. 4th St. in the institutional zoning district. The structure have been used as a dentist office. The owners intent is to construct a new maintenance facility on the same footprint. A land development is not required.  All zoning, building, and storm water requirements will be addressed prior to permits being issued. Grass will need to be planted or permit is not issued within three months. The land development plan will be required for the new parking area on the lot where the owner maintenance building was located.  The former building located at 137 W. 4th St was burnt down.  We do have some representatives here.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this demolition.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Dr. Williamson stated he will be abstaining from this item in the next item for professional reasons.

Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions.

The demolition was carried with six yes roll call votes.  Dr. Williamson abstained.

Ordinance Vacation of a Portion of East Street (first reading) Bill#1583
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance. 

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Mr. Grado, this is a vacation ordinance and is related to the previous item. Lycoming College has acquired the property of Dr. DiSalvo, on the West side of East Street and owns the property on the east side, they have requested that East Street be vacated as a public street. That portion of East Street between East Fourth and E. Edwin St.   That is 20 foot wide, there is a sketch that was provided that shows the existing building, where the building was located now will be a parking lot. That parking lot could be extended to the new building. This really only serves the adjoining owners, that being the church to the east of Lycoming College.  As part of this vacation ordinance, there are utilities and they will be contacting the college for the right away this is normally appropriate industry vacation. The Public Works committee reviewed this ordinance earlier this week.  There are representatives from the college here.

Mr. Smith, Public Works did review this on Tuesday, there were representatives present from Lycoming College at the time.  The purpose was explained for the vacation of the street. We recommended this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked for other questions or comments.

Mr. Allison asked if there will be an emergency lane for fire access.  Mr. Grado stated yes.

Mr. Hall asked for other comments.

The Ordinance was carried with six yes roll call votes.  Dr. Williamson abstained.
Ordinance  Amending Article 117 General Fee Schedule(first reading) Bill #1594
The City Clerk read the ordinance in short form.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Gerardi stated this is an ordinance amending article 117, General fee schedule.  The last time fee schedule is changed was back in December of 2007. My staff and I collected different fee schedules from third class cities and surrounding cities, such as Allentown, Wilkes-Barre, Hazelton, Berwick, and Loyalsock.  We found that our fees are the lowest of any of those. Some of the highlights are there are 62 different fees, in this permit. Out of  those fees there are nine categories.  Building permit fees, contractor licensing fees, planning and zoning fees, other fees, other licenses, and then miscellaneous section for fees, there is one for Street cuts, dumpster permits, and rental fees. We did remove some fees from the schedule, bleacher permits, and merchandise vendors are no longer a fee. The once we did that were lot consolidation, liquor transfer licenses, plus legal ads, zoning building and fire, occupancy permit, planning review a rental receptions.   This is been reviewed by the Finance Committee three times and they had to recommendations which we did add and delete. It did go through both solicitors for their review.
Dr. Williamson, the finance committee was asked to review this three times the last few months and several comments were made. One of the ones that came up a couple of times was related to the permit fees for construction permits. Many of us have heard complaints of views on having to pay fees on minor work done inside the home by a homeowner, so we discussed that and updated our policy

Mr. Gerardi stated there are things you can do without permits, you can now replace tiles, cabinets, counters, basically the things that you can do without having an inspector come out and check it. 
Dr. Williamson stated we have some amendments to make tonight and the fee schedule is fairly consistent with other third class cities, the effort here is not to generate revenue for the city but instead to defray the cost of providing the services for the inspections or the various components involved in the permit fees.  

We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Ms. Miele, the streets and dumpster permit was expanded significantly, we have had issues with street closures and dumpsters remaining in place, so we made the cost of both the street and the dumpster permit predicated on the length of time for the time they remain in place. There was language at the base of the dumpster permit area, when we modified them they were a little unclear so we have come up with some potential new wording in our finance meeting that has not quite made it into the ordinance yet. So I have a proposal for an amendment to clarify it.  Ms. Miele made an amendment to substitute the language she is reading out, the paragraph now reads a dumpster may remain an additional two days underneath Section H, the new language would be a dumpster may remain an additional two days beyond the permitted time if additional notice is provided by the Bureau of codes. A request for an extension of an existing dumpster permit beyond the two day grace period may be granted at the rate of $30 per day. Once the dumpster has been removed, the new dumpster will not be issued for a 90 day period of time.

Mr. Hall stated there is a motion to amend that text, do I have a second?

Dr. Williamson seconded it.

Dr. Williamson stated and just for Mr. Gerardi to clarify that is consistent with what we talked about.  Dr. Williamson stated as an extension to what Ms. Miele said, there has been a number of discussions about situations with both Street cuts and with the dumpster permits, the primary goal here is to encourage people who need to take out these permits to do it in a timely fashion, not because we want to have the longer permits and more revenue, so it encourages them to minimize the impact to the neighborhoods and the neighbors involves here.  
Mr. Gerardi said if I may add when a dumpster permit is basically only for the dumpster that is on the street. If you have a dumpster that is in your yard, that does not require a permit from the City of Williamsport. It is only when it's on the street.  Mr. Gerardi said we probably should add that literature.
Dr. Williamson said where it says dumpster permits in parentheses you could put for dumpsters placed on city streets.

Mr. Hall stated, let’s vote on the first amendment.

The amendment was carried with seven yes roll call votes. 
Dr. Williamson said I make a motion to remove the heading that says parentheses applicable only to dumpsters placed on city streets and then end the parentheses.  
Mr. Gerardi stated it would read better if you say place in the City’s right-of-way.  Dr. Williamson stated he amends his motion to stay in the city's right away.   Mr. Lubin stated the word dumpster permits, just put in brackets in the City right- a-way.   Ms. Miele seconded it.

The amendment was carried with seven yes roll call votes.

Ms. Miele stated that Mr. Nichols asked that we insert a clause basically requiring a certificate from the parking authority before a dumpster permit was issued, metered spaces and/or parking spaces.  Thus to say the parking authority was having difficulty redeeming the value of the meter or the parking spaces from people who place dumpsters there.

Mr. Gerardi stated we do have in a place that says we will no longer when a dumpster or street closure permit is required, a copy of the written approval which Mr. Nichols has provided us to the parking authority, we will not issue anything until this assigned a given to us prior to this permit being issued under the codes Department. 

Ms. Miele stated that it doesn’t address monthly parking spaces.  

Mr. Nichols stated the formula that we came up with covers that.

Ms. Miele read the existing language on the parking spaces about dumpsters.
Mr. Gerardi stated we can use what Mr. Nichols has on this, parking meters/per day.

Ms. Miele stated she is making a motion to include that text reading when the dumpster and/or Street in closer requires parking meters/spaces per day to be out of service, a written notice must be given to the codes Department prior to the permit being issued.  Dr. Williamson seconded.

The amendment was carried with seven yes roll call votes.

Mr. Hall asked for any other questions or concerns.

The ordinance was carried in first reading with seven yes roll call votes.     
Ordinance:  Acceptance Portion of William St (first reading)Bill#1595
The City Clerk read the ordinance.    
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt this ordinance.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Grado stated this Street acceptance ordinance is part of the Kohl’s development. It was land that the city had owned that the residual land under the agreement, the City had land swaps to make though Williams Street Redevelopment project. We relocated a portion of the William Street, this particular parcel which is about 10,000 ft.² lies just S. Church St. and it has currently been constructed and we are using it as a public street. The County had the tax parcel that they were sending to the city of Williamsport so what we are doing this evening is accepting it as a public road once it is approved on second reading we will send it back to the County and then they will take it off the tax rolls. This was reviewed by the Public Works committee.
Mr. Smith stated if we did not do this you would have to pay taxes on this, so we send it to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked if there any other comments or questions. There were none.

The ordinance carries with seven yes roll call votes.
Ordinance:  Street Name Change in the Seventh Ward(first reading) Bill #1596
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Grado stated this ordinance is kind of a correcting ordinance. Windmere Drive is part of Pennsy Heights, and we accepted the roads after they were constructed to our specifications back in 2007. It was part of the Susquehanna development, somehow the developer asked for the Addresses on Windmere Drive be changed to Wisteria Lane.  The County change the addresses to address all the parcels and they were to single-family detached homes there and their address was Wisteria Lane, and the County we address the Department of public safety, it is more easy for us to change the name to Wisteria Lane them for them to change the map.  We are hereby ordinance to change the name, this went to Public Works.

Mr. Smith, this was brought to Public Works on Tuesday and we did not have much discussion on that. We pass that to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Dr. Williamson asked if those two house were occupied?

Mr. Grado stated no, not to his knowledge.  They are marketing it.
Mr. Knarr gave an explanation as to what is happening there but it was audible.

The Ordinance was carried with seven yes roll call votes.
Resolution:  Cooperative Agreement – Memorial Homes #8196
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was second by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Grado, stated this resolution is part of the grant application and is related to the next item and is part of the City’s housing strategy. Attached is the financial plan for the development of the housing strategy.   The cooperative agreement exists and are partners in order to get the tax credit and we filed it online by the developer.  This is no additional cost to the City.  In Bro-Dart commons, we have committed $100,000 from the Act 13 money.  The County is submitting grant applications to Phare Housing. This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.  He contacted Arbor Housing who are willing to come in and meet with City Council.  This is a grant application and all agreements will still come before Council.

Dr. Williamson we reviewed this in the next item in our meeting on Tuesday. This grant application that will be next is really the task of the DED, the basic funding stream does not change for the City.  The new bit of information is the new partner, Arbor Housing & Development or listed as Stuben Church Against  Poverty.  We will meet with those principal’s to have open communications and it is important for us to develop relationships. The Finance Committee passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
Mr. Allison stated he has a list of Board of Directors at Arbor Housing and he will pass it along to other members of council, he then asked for a timeline.

Mr. Grado stated he hopes to have things done by mid-March and submit for bids and that part should be done by mid-April, he started that they can begin building around August and will be finished by Fall of 2014.

Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.
Resolution:  Grant Application Keystone Community - Memorial Homes #8195
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mr. Smith made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Grado, this is the resolution and it is a standard resolution that is necessary in order to complete the application. It is all standard language and there will be a sub recipient agreement between the developer and the city to make sure that we have all that is needed. If the award is made we will be back to city Council of the grant contract.

Dr. Williamson stated this is a standard agreement that puts is on the hook so we need to follow through and to make sure that they are spent properly.  The Finance Committee passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.
Resolution:  To Award a Professional Services Agreement to McNees Wallace & Nurick LLC #8194
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt this resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.
Mr. Nichols, this resolution authorizes River Valley transit to enter into a professional service agreement to provide legal services for RVT's church Street transportation center project. Per memo to city Council in January, a good faith dispute exists between RVT and Lobar regarding Lorbar’s failure to complete the project in a timely fashion. In addition, Lobar seeks extra compensation be on the contract value for the artwork panels which RVT contends or part of its original contract. RVT has sought to reach an amicable resolution of the dispute with Lobar to no avail. As a result, Lobar initiated litigation against RVT. RVT has and will continue to vigorously defend this claim is required by are funding sources the federal transit administration of the Pennsylvania Department of transportation. The key issues of the consideration our the amount of the final payment due to Lobar, Inc. final payment could range from $0-$500,000 depending on how successful RVT will be in assessing liquidated damages another penalties. Grant funds have been reserved for this final payment. No city funds are involved in this litigation.  Diane Tokarsky of McNees Wallace & Nurick, LLC has been advising the project team over the past several months on these closeout issues. The professional services agreement to advise the defendant RVT in connection with the above referenced project will be in an amount not to exceed $50,000. This was sent to the Finance Committee.
Dr. Williamson stated one of the issues that we ask about if this was something that could be handled by our in-house solicitors, and Mr. Nichols indicated that this was a special area of law so we hired the outside counsel. In addition we discussed the issue of this big a not to exceed figure in there was some discussion about the letter that seemed to indicate that it could be a starting point but Mr. Nichols ensured us that any of no above the $50,000 will come out of his pocket.  Laughter, finally in more seriousness, he indicated that very likely it should come in quite a bit under it and that existing federal funds for the project excel will pay for the amount because there are funds left over to close out the various grants that we received for the project. With that we passed this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation. 

Mr. Hall asked if we ever used this firm at all before.

Mr. Nichols stated yes, earlier on and Williamsport Water & Sanitary Authority uses them and they come highly recommended.

The Resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.
Resolution:  Executing a Contract Between City/RVT & Lycoming-Clinton Counties for Community Action

For the Provision of ADA Complementary Para Transit Service #8193
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt this resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
Mr. Nichols stated this is a resolution to request approval to renew the contract between the City of Williamsport, River Valley Transit the Lycoming Clinton Counties Commission for Community Action(STEP, Inc.) for the provision of the ADA complementary para transit service, as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 in the Department of Transportation implementing regulations, 49 CFR 37.  The original contract was approved by city Council in October 1992 and last three nude in December of 2010. RVT is in full compliance with all six Americans with disabilities act. Transit service requirements and continues to meet ongoing requirements for the public participation of persons with disabilities. Currently, River Valley Transit plus is averaging approximately 100 passengers per month. A copy of the STEP agreement is attached for your review.  This was reviewed by the finance committee.

Dr. Williamson stated the existing contract is the best for the city and we do reimburse them a cost of $21 which we are required to pay and that money is part of the formula that RVT receives from the federal government. We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked for question or comments.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.

Resolution Authorizing the City to Award a Contract for the Purchase of Shop Equipment #8192
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt this resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.
Mr. Nichols, this resolution authorizes the city of Williamsport on behalf of River Valley transit to enter into a contract with supply source Incorporated for the purchase of shop equipment in the amount of $33,020. This equipment is being procured utilizing the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania COSTARS-02-124 office furniture contract. To reduce the cost of the shop equipment, RVT is directly purchasing motorize tire carousel equipment off the state contract rather than purchasing this equipment through general contractor on RVT's upcoming CNG fueling facility project. The motorized carousel will allow RVT to store, organize and assess our entire stock of tires. The installation of the tire carousels is included in the state contract pricing. He attached the pertinent state contract information.  This will free up additional floor space. This was reviewed by the finance committee.

Mr. Hall stated we like the fact that it is a local vendor.  Any comments or questions?

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.
  Accept for filing:

Williamsport Bureau of Fire 2012 End of Year Report
Public Works Committee Meeting Minutes 01/22/13

Williamsport Planning Commission 01/14/13




Veterans Memorial Park Commission 01/07/13




Brandon Park Commission Minutes 11/20/12




Shade Tree Commission Minutes 11/20/12




Bowman Field Commission 01/08/13




Recreation Commission Minutes 01/14/13




Controller/Treasure Report 12/31/12

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these minutes.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

The minutes were carried with seven yes roll call votes.
 Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, March 7, 2013 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.) 

 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



  Friday, February 22
                  2:00 PM   Town Hall Meeting College Town


  Monday, February 25

               12:00 PM   Planning Commission


  Tuesday, February 26

                 4:00 PM   Recreation Meeting

                            Wednesday, February 27                    11:30 AM   Redevelopment Meeting


  Monday, March 4
                 12:00 PM   Fair Housing Meeting (scr)


  Tuesday, March 5

                12:00 PM  Public Safety Committee



                  1:00 PM   Public Works Committee


  
                  3:30 PM   Finance Committee Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]
Mr. Hall asked for comments from council.
Mr. Smith stated he wanted to thank Chief Heinbach for the wonderful report that was given to council

There were no comments from the administration.

Mr. Hall then asked if there were comments from the general public.

Mr. Michael Ochs,  1633 Scott St, I see that some determination has been made about the naming of this project, it has undergone several names and now it's Memorial Homes, so I wonder what is memorializing. It is memorializing, Memorial Ave, or is it memorializing to the Memorial Park, which is memorializing Max Brown who was instrumental in one way or another providing the Memorial Park. It is not clear to me what Memorial homes is memorializing. Are we going back to honor Mac Brown are we going back to honor the name of the street, how was this final determination made.  It seems to be repetitive and not very imaginative or creative and I wonder if it's set in stone. Secondly I'm wondering about insurance liability as the property transitions ownership from Bro-Dart to the Williamsport recreation authority through the remediation process through the demolition process through the development, through the construction, through the management at each stage is there a change in ownership and who is responsible for insurance liability. Three, did I understand correctly that though be a public meeting with Arbor House management? And fourth, to say that between Tuesday and Friday, everything has been gone over with a fine tooth comb, it's remarkable achievement within a very short period of time. Thank you.
Mr. Ralph Keller, 203 Hughes Street, I just want to make a general comment about the apparent approach meant of city government into the lives of landlords. Listening to the hearing tonight about rental inspections, originally there were none, then the city put it to the codes Department and it was free. That was done to make it better for the landlords and that was wonderful. Then it was changed to the point where the first inspection was free, and the follow-up inspections were charged which I don't have a problem with if the property is out of compliance and the should be a charge for that. Now from what it sounds like I'm hearing tonight in these revisions of the fees you're going to start charging for all inspections first time included. I would just like to make a comment about that, by doing such provide a service to me and when you provide a service, I should pay. I would like to flip that around 180 and ask you to think about it the opposite way. Every year, I pay property taxes, lots of property taxes and when I pay the taxes in return I should expect to receive certain city services in return for this taxes. Now up until now that has been included was services of police and fire and such. If I come to the city and request something from the city that's optional and I can control, and it is be and be on the normal call of duty, I would expect to pay for it. In this case it is not the case, it is a mandated law of the city that if you do not come and do this, I cannot rent my property. So this is a legal requirement that I have to fulfill, I don't feel that I should pay an additional fee for that so I ask you to reconsider that and leave it the way it is were second and third return visits must be paid.  He stated he has been through inspections and the City does not spend that much time.
Linda Bloom, 835 Third Avenue, first of I like to thank the mayor for allowing me to call him and he to call me back in a timely fashion. Last summer, curb cuts for put in front of my house, all of you talked about ordinances and zoning permits, I obtained zoning permits to have a fence put up in sidewalks put in. After the sidewalks were put in, digging started happening in my yard, streets were blocked off and nobody notified me that they were going to put curb cuts in, that my yard was going to be missed, I have to notify you all, I have to get permits you have to know who's doing my work, so much it is going to cost. We get the curb cuts put in and then I came home from work about a month ago and there were no parking signs here the corner. They were on both sides of my road. So I called the Mayor's office and Dee told me it was because there was a stop sign at Rural Avenue and there was an ordinance about parking so many feet from a stop sign. But then when the Mayor called me back, he said it had to do with the curb cuts. So I understand that some of the Council members felt that the no parking signs should be put up because of the curb cuts, I also heard you all talk about the American disabilities act, I am a social worker and I advocate for people with disabilities. So the American disability act was enacted in 1980, for community access. I have a curb cut at Third & Rural, the Mayor does not have a curb cut from his house, I went up and down and listened where the curb cuts are, so I have a couple issues, one is the lack of notification when there's going to be something done, I think it's just general respect, courtesy, there is the inconsistency. I could read you the list of curb cuts that have no signs, it's exhausting.. Rural, Second & First Ave, Walnut, Cherry, Center, Elmira, Market, Hepburn, High St, Locust, Maple, Walnut, First, Second, Third, Fourth, Sixth, Seventh Ave, Rose, Campbell, & Wildwood, Louisa, Fourth & Third,& Rural, Washington Blvd., Sherman, Grove, Almond, Chestnut, Market, Packer, Mulberry, College Place & Franklin.  So these curb cut do not have the signs, I don't have a problem you all went signs that say no parking here to corner, fine I want them everywhere else. I went the curb cuts the route the city, not just willy-nilly. If you're going to be able to take care of are disabled and neighbors, then there shouldn't be a curb cut here and a curb cut five blocks away. All I am asking for is consistency, respect and not targeting one neighborhood, make it uniform. If are going to have changes they should be uniform. That is all I'm asking thank you.
Dorothy Artabell, 1909 West Third St, I have been dealing with issues with the construction that has been going on since June. I am very very irritated. I have lack of sleep, and I will tell you right now if my house was as dilapidated as that road is, Codes would be right in there, shutting my doors and telling me to move out.  That is horrible. It is hard to even explain. I even had to ask the construction guys to kinda hold it down, I had a death in my family, my husband had passed away and it was getting that bad. I'd appreciate it if they did respect us as residents, I get trash in my yard, I get employees walking through and looking at my property and belongings, I don't appreciate it.

Mayor Campana, I am very frustrated as well, we have been requesting a meeting, we have spoken to quite a few neighbors as well, we have requested a meeting with the authority and the company as well that is performing the work. That meeting is going to take place Monday morning at 830. We are addressing the issue and I'm sorry that you have gone through so much hell. We are trying to do the best we can.

Mr. Grado, the Mayor is correct. This is part of the water line development, construction work should be near completion in the next week or so. However, the excavations that have been done within the streets at Third and Arch Street, are under a temporary patch because the plans won't open until early April at which place they will be permanently restored. They are responsible to maintain the conditions of those patches with a cold patch and we are meeting with them. We will keep after the contractor until we can do a permanent restoration.

Adjournment

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

All were in favor.
Janice Frank

City Clerk   9:18  PM
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