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    Thursday, March 17, 2016





    



                        Williamsport, PA
Council President Jonathan Williamson brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday March 17, 2016 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilwoman Bonnie Katz and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Approval of the Williamsport City Council minutes of March 3, 2016 were approved upon a motion from Mr. Noviello and a second from Mrs. Katz.   All were in favor.  The vote was 7 to 0. 

There was no limited courteously of the floor. 

Appointments/Reappointments

Williamsport Water & Sanitary Authority

John Meyer, 1745 Malvin Place is reappointed to a 5-year term commencing 3/17/16 & ending 3/17/21.

Thomas Marrion, 2312 Spring Garden St. is reappointed to a 5-year term commencing 3/17/16 & ending 3/17/21.  
  Mayor Campana stated tonight with your concurrence I am asking to reappoint two individuals who have served on the board for some time, they both have done a good job and I believe we need to stay the course.
Dr. Williamson asked for motion and second to approve the appointments.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.
Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions on the appointments, hearing none, he asked for a vote.

The appointments were carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes.  All were in favor.

Ordinance #6298
Ordinance Designating  J. Marlyne Whaley Way (final reading) Bill#1664-16

The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the ordinance in final reading.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.
Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments or questions from Council.

  Mr. Smith stated two weeks ago we made the choice to honor Marlyne and if you recall I had told some stories about her being on Council. After that meeting a couple weeks ago Marlyne and I had a conversation and she said all why didn't you tell a couple of those other stories.  He stated that he forgot all about them and she said well when I come to the meeting in two weeks would you tell one or two of those?

Mr. Smith stated he didn’t know prior to this if she had ever used the gavel at the City Council meeting, but I guess I could go down in history because I was gaveled twice by Marlyne when she was Council President. One time I don't remember the details of all but the other time I do remember the details.  Very quickly I will bring that to memory. That's the night a developer had come in and asked for a resolution or ordinance placing a building downtown, a development downtown. It was going to create additional jobs, I don't recall the total details of it, and I don't recall the vote, but anyway the vote was turned down, I voted in a positive because I thought it would be a good project for the city. After the vote was taken, the developer stood over there and he walked across in front of the audience, and I said well there goes 50 jobs, and Marlyne gaveled and said “Mr. Smith, Mr. Smith, you are out of order"  I said I am? And she said “yes, you are”!  But when you look back, and you think the time those were serious things but actually as time goes on you see the light side of things like that.  Marlyne, we love ya.  Thank you.
  Dr. Williamson asked for any other comments or questions from members of Council.

  Mr. Allison stated I was in the audience that night. And I thought, hum, if I ever get on Council, I am really going to have to behave.

  Mrs. Katz stated, the one thing that I don't think we mentioned is when you were president of Council, we had the best TV ratings, and as soon as you were off, the ratings went down. So we do miss you. We really do.

  Dr. Williamson stated that he got two requests coming in this evening, from the Whaley family, one from Marlyne because there's something she intended to say a couple weeks ago, and she wanted to make sure that she had the opportunity to say it tonight, the other one is from Hurk, he said don’t let her.  

  Marlyne Whaley, addressed all members of Council, and stated last week I forgot to thank Susquehanna Health, I just want to thank Susquehanna Health system, especially for the street going from Walnut Street to Little League Blvd. because that is one of the Pathways to Health. I think it's wonderful that they did that for me. Susquehanna Health is very dear to me because three years after that, I was diagnosed with cancer, and they were wonderful. I would not go anywhere else, I was in Cape Fear,  South Carolina visiting my grandson, and I knew I should've done it, my kids didn't want me to go, the day after Christmas I ended up at Cape Fear.  The only thing that I saw of South Carolina was my grandson's apartment and Cape Fear.  I thought I was going to die, and then we got back to Williamsport and Susquehanna Health, so here I am. But anyway I just wanted to thank them, we have the best health system in the world and everybody will tell you that.  But I also want to thank City Council and all of you for what you are doing for me, and Janice I know you had a big hand in this, so I want to thank you too. But thank you to everyone, and I am so appreciative. And if you don't say yes you are going to hear my mouth.

  Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the ordinance in final reading.

The ordinance was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes.  All were in favor.

Dr. Williamson stated one of things I told Marylne and her family, that everyone will be invited to the unveiling when we put up the sign.

Ordinance #6297
Ordinance Amending Article 353 Local Economic Revitalization Tax Assistance Ordinance(final reading)Bill # 1663-16

The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the ordinance in final reading.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

  Mayor Campana stated as stated two weeks ago, our economy needs jump started and I believe this is one tool that we can give to developers. They are the ones that create jobs, not government, to encourage them to invest in three underdeveloped areas of the city. Two weeks ago, you confirmed this, and hopefully tonight in second reading you will as well. By speaking to one of the County commissioners, if this is approved tonight, it will be on their agenda next week, and then the school district will follow. Thank you.
  Dr. Williamson asked for questions or comments from members of Council.

The ordinance was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes.  All were in favor.

Dr. Williamson changed the order of the agenda.
Resolution #8529
Resolution Real Estate Reduction

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.
  Mr. Grimes stated realistic reductions are from the previous LERTA, some of them residential, and some of them are commercial. They are all the remaining, outstanding ones.

  Mr. Allison stated some of these LERTA’s are pretty well long.

  Mr. Grimes stated yes there are only a few that will go to 2021.

  Mr. Allison thanked him for all the detail in the report and it looks like about three of them make up about $90,000.

Dr. Williamson asked for any more comments or questions, hearing none.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes.  All were in favor.

Resolution #8530
Resolution Real Estate Revision
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.
Mr. Grimes stated this is just a clerical error and it was corrected for the taxes for Michael & Connie Casale.
There were no additional comments.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes.  All were in favor.

.

Resolution #8531
Real Estate Exoneration
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.
  Mr. Grimes stated that this is not as clear-cut an exoneration as we usually do.  It is about the 5th Ave., Tavern that was purchased last summer by Penn College. They purchased that working with the City and the County and the District Atty. especially.  When they purchased that property, they were under the assumption that they would not have to pay property taxes on this because they invested hundreds of thousands of their own dollars which they had no reason to do except for taking property that was a nuisance and crime and drug activity for the city, to tear it down so we would not have those issues in our community.  So they requested that we exonerate this property from property taxes which they were under the assumption that this was going to happen when we purchased this property. The tax bill that you see attached is for $1513.30, that is incorrect. This morning I got the revised system from the County, so the full amount was exonerated so it is just the land at $13,980 so would be taxed so it would just be $200.
  Dr. Williamson stated just to comment on this particular property, ERC was working on this and there is some underdeveloped property in that area, so through some created rezoning and additional efforts, we might be able to use the vacant land to help relaunch the revitalization of that era. So we have another incentive to do that.  This is a good reminder we need to focus some attention.

  Ms. Miele stated we did continue this discussion in finance, but if we should move it to ERC, that would be fine.

 The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.
Mr. Noviello abstained.  

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello abstained.  Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes.  
Resolution #8532
Real Estate Reduction
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.
  Mr. Grimes stated this is another one where the improvement was demolish so they revised the assessment, took out the complete improvement amount of $64,640 so it's just the land amount of $19,500 that will be taxed.

  Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions.

  Ms. Miele, stated was this due to a building being torn down.  But not specific to this particular property, but we have discussed on an Ad Hoc committee, one of the pathways we discussed to potentially discourage demolitions was to introduce a split tax rate in the city. Just to bring that idea up to mine again, a split tax rate just to clarify would allow the city to tax land improvements to the land. This current encourage density in the community.  

  Mr. Grimes stated he would be happy to furnish all that information.

Dr. Williamson stated if people would like him to set up an AD Hoc committee, he would be happy to do so to at least explore different things as an option.  He asked Mr. Gerardi about the property.

  Mr. Gerardi's voice was inaudible.  He stated we do have a Lien on this property.

Mrs. Katz stated this property was really horrible, but I assumed the bowling alley was interested in purchasing that, has that followed through?

  Mr. Gerardi stated that they are in negotiations with the owner and the rest was inaudible.

  Mrs. Katz stated well that was our assumption because he was looking for more parking. So if you could find that out for us, thank you.

  Mr. Allison asked if we had a lien on the property, and for how much. Mr. Gerardi answered $9500.

  Mr. Noviello asked if that estate is being taxed at this point?

  Mr. Grimes answered it was being taxed at the $84,000, but if you approve this, it will be taxed at the $19,500 assessed value so we have a $282.17 tax bill. I assumed if the owner has passed away and whoever is holding his estate, and they're trying to sell it, but they are probably not going to pay their tax bill regardless of what the total amount is. So it will be settled in closing when it would sell or it would go to a tax sale through the County, and that would include the lien that the city has on it.

Dr. Williamson asked if that property is in arrears now ?

  Mr. Grimes answered he is not sure, he will look into it and get back to Council.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on this resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes.  All were in favor.

An Ordinance Approving the Editing & Inclusion of Certain Ordinances as Parts of the Various Component Codes of the Codified Ordinances of Williamsport, PA  (first reading)  Bill#1665--16
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the ordinance in first reading.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Lubin stated this is the annual ordinance that codifies the ordinances that were adopted last year, the only ordinances that are not included are  the transfer ordinances and the budget ordinances. Other than that, these are the ordinances that were adopted. I would note that this is the last year that Keystate Codifying service will be used.   It will not be doing this type of work anymore and Mrs. Frank is looking for a replacement company and she will approach Council with the results of her search.
  Dr. Williamson asked if there were any other comments or questions.

The ordinance was carried in first reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes.  All were in favor.

Certificate of Appropriateness – 245 West Fourth St.

  Mr. Gerardi stated this is a certificate of appropriateness request by the City of Williamsport to place two banners for a six month period of time on the front of the building. The banners will be two foot wide by 8 feet long, vinyl in nature to protect it from the weather. This will commemorate the 150th  anniversary of the City. Attached is a picture of what it is going to look like. They will be placed flat against the building, one on one side of the entrance way, and the other on the other side of the entrance way. If you have any questions, there are representatives here.
  Dr. Williamson asked for a motion and a second.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions, hearing none.

The certificate of appropriateness  was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes.  All were in favor.

Certificate of Appropriateness - HARB

All items are recommended for approval unless otherwise noted

Item 2.   Joseph Cipriani

                   Millionaires’ Row LLC

                  761 West Fourth Street     

A. Replace existing business sign with one-sided, flush metal sign, 3’ x 8’.  Colors green, white, red as per attached drawing.     The frame or border is to be black OR the sign should have no frame or border.  Existing indirect lighting is retained.

Item 3. William High

                514 West Fourth St

A. Remove existing asphalt shingles and replace with Landmark architectural shingles, colonial slate color

B. Remove existing spouting system and replace with galvanized ½ round gutter and round downspout.  Paint to match trim.

Item 4. Maneval Funeral Home Ltd. 

500 West Fourth Street

A. Replace or repair any rotted wood with wood, same as original appearance.  

B. Prepare and paint all previously painted exterior surfaces. Colors:

SW 7506-Loggia green
Sw 0041 – Dark Hunter green

SW 6188 – Shade grown green

C. Remove existing copper ½ round gutters and replace with brown aluminum ½ round gutter and round downspouts as needed.  

D. Replace existing asphalt shingles with Owens Corning architectural shingles,  Teak or Colonial Slate.

.Item 5. Mike & Lisa Fink

761 Grace Street

A. Install 20’ x 15’’ deck from the 2nd floor. Constructed with pressure treated 6”x6” posts, 2”x2’ spindles and closed risers. Trim the spindles on the lower and upper ends with a face board.   Stain: Teak

B. Install hemlock faced wood fence at rear of property near Acme Court property line.  Include wood gate.  Fence to be 3 rail, 6’ high.  Stain Teak

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the certificates of appropriateness for HARB.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions.
The certificates were carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes.  All were in favor.

Accept for filing

Recreation Minutes 01/25/16 &02/08/16

Finance Committee Minutes 02/02/16

Public Works 11/17/15

Fair Housing Commission Minutes 12/07/15

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve these minutes for filing.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the minutes.

The minutes were approved for filing with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes.  All were in favor.

Announcements
   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, March 31, 2016 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



       Friday, March 18


   12:00 PM  Housing Appeals Board



       Monday, March 21  


   12:00 PM  Planning Commission



       Wednesday, March 23

   11:30 AM  Redevelopment Authority



       Friday, March 25


   GOOD FRIDAY – CITY HALL CLOSED 



       Monday, March 28  


     4:00 PM  Recreation Commission



      Tuesday, March 29 

   
   12:00 PM  Public Works Committee








     3:30 PM  Finance Committee Meeting



     




     7:00 PM  Citizen’s Corp


      Thursday, March 31


     7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]

Dr. Williamson announced they will be holding an executive session on the matter of litigation following this Council meeting.
Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments from members of Council? 

Mrs. Katz said just to reiterate the Easter egg hunt is Saturday, March 19 at Brandon Park at 2 PM. In case there is inclement weather, it will be held inside at the Liberty Arena.   This is at two o'clock.
 From the administration?
Mr. Tom Cillo, Streets & Parks announced  just to inform you as you probably get various calls, our annual spring cleanup is going to begin April 18 and run through May 6. That will be three weeks, that is a one week extension from what we have done in the past. It is pretty difficult to do a pretty thorough citywide cleanup within two weeks. So those are the dates, in case you get calls and that is what we're going to stick to. I did inform Mr. Maroney as well and updated the city website. There are some changes, I know in the past, people have cut whole trees down, or entire shrub rows and have abused the intent of the pickup. So if you are to get any calls, we try to discourage that.
Dr. Williamson asked for comments from the general public.

Scott Miller, 822 Tucker St. Happy St. Patrick's Day to everyone.  As you all are fully aware, I have come to the City Council meetings and made you aware of deficiency in the city infrastructure such as the storm drain up on Woodland Avenue that took six years to be repaired.  And over here on Hepburn Street, right by Hepburn Plaza, there is a catch basin that the bricks are just following in. Well Codes, wrote me up because my garage was structurally sound, but it just looks bad. It was made with wood that wasn't meant to be painted, I am sure you all have seen the old barns that use the wood and the stature word. But see if I did not comply within a certain time, I am fined!  And I am punished!, Just for something that looks bad, not structurally deficient, the doors fell off of my garage and landed on my property, nobody would get hurt, just myself, I had a no trespassing sign. How come the city is different? What makes you all so special? How come you all don't abide by the same rules? I purposely come here to these meetings and let you know about these deficiencies, that way it is on the public record. You can't say that you didn't know, weren't aware, weren't sure, oh well I can't afford it, our budget is next year. While I can't afford to redo my garage, I should not have to pay a fine, think about it. What makes government special, and have special rules when it comes to infrastructure deficiencies and things that are wrong? If it was privately owned, with the owner be getting letters of warning? Think about it, that's what I think is wrong with this country, it doesn't start in Washington, it starts here. There are special rules for the government and then the rest of the citizens have to live under tyranny!.
Adjournment




Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adjourn.


Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mrs. Katz and a second by Mr. Allison.
Motion was carried by unanimous  8:10 PM “ayes’ .
Janice M. Frank
City Clerk 
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado absent


	Mr. Joe Gerardi	Mr. Joseph Pawlak 


	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. Joe Pawlak


         Mr. Gary Knarr absent


	Mr. Tom Cillo	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief


	Greg Foresman, Police	Chief Heinbach absent


	Sol. Norman Lubin


	Janice Frank, City Clerk 


	Todd Heckman, Fire Chief absent


	Alan Anderson, HR , absent
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	Members of News Media	


	Members of the news media


	





Council members present:


	Jonathan Williamson, President 


	Randy Allison, Vice President   	Bill Hall, Councilman


	Bonnie Katz, Councilwoman 


	N. Clifford Smith, Councilman 


	Don Noviello, Councilman


	Elizabeth Miele, Councilwoman 


	Joel Henderson, Councilman 


Absent:


  	








