City Council Meeting Minutes of March 20, 2014

Thursday, March 20, 2014
Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, March 20, 2014 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilwoman Liz Miele and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

     Approval of the March 6, 2014 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Dr. Williamson and Mr. Allison second and a roll call of seven yes votes. There were no questions or comments.  (Vote 7/0) 
Limited Courtesy of the Floor:  No requests for this meeting. 

Bill #1623-14 Ordinance # 6256
Ordinance:  Authorizing  An East Third Street Gateway Revitalization Commission (final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.

Mr. Noviello made the motion  on final reading and it was seconded by Mr. Allison
Mayor Campana stated that this is the second reading and he has nothing further to add.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions.  There were none.
The ordinance did pass on final reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was  7 to 0. 
Resolution #8318
Resolution Authorizing the Execution of An Agreement Between the City of Williamsport & Lycoming County in Conjunction with the River Valley Transit’s CNG Fueling Facility Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mrs. Katz made the motion and it seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Nichols, as indicated in the agreement and resolution, Lycoming County is providing $104,166 which represents 50% of the local match required for the 6 million dollar project. These local funds match funding from the Federal transit administration in the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation. Right now the project is more than 95% complete in both the commercial and the public facilities are in operation. The four CNG buses that are included in the project are being placed in the service.  Once again on behalf of River Valley transit we appreciate the County's assistant in making the communities project a reality. He thanked Bill Kelly personally and also Commissioner Wheeland was also a big supporter of this project.

This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated at our review on Tuesday, we noticed that this project has evolved. The most broad-based impact that this would have be on River Valley transit is the ability for us to be a provider so that after the vehicle operations can take the use of natural gas.  It is also an opportunity for savings.  All in all the spending is very much appreciated as part of the tangible amounts that this represents and also the partnership. Finance passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
  Commissioner Jeff Wheeland, stated that well the recycling drop-off has been working out. It is a state-of-the-art. The River walk parking, the County has a three-way partnership with the city, County, & Seda-Cog.  The County was able to bring $140,000 to the table on the CNG project.   Our contribution helped with the local revenue and it is critical for the municipalities and counties the like to be able to use these impact fees.  We look forward to continuing our partnership.
 Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions from Council.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8319
Resolution Submission Grant Application – Transportation Alternatives Program – Pathway to Health Phase III
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution. 

Mr. Smith made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Grado,  this is a grant application to Penn dot on under the transportation alternative program. This is phase 3 of the pathway to health. This is then will a partnership between the County and Susquehanna health and many other partners. He discussed the details of the new phase III.  This would take us to go on this particular grant Penn College.  Under this program, it really only allows up to $1 million, the design costs are estimated to be $162,500. The city's share of 12,500 would come out of CDBG block grants funds for 2014 and 15, that we normally budget toward Street improvements. The other 50,000 will come from the County of Lycoming under their act 13 funds. It shows the partnership that was indicated in the last resolution that we have had with the County. They have all been instrumental in helping us getting those grants. There has been a commitment to complete the project so we will go with both and have that missing link in the middle which will make it more believe for the next grants. This was reviewed by the Finance committee.

 Dr. Williamson stated in our review we recognized that this is the next the project and we are very much familiar with the project and we look forward to having this part completed.  We have recognized the partnership between the City and the County and we express our appreciation of that.  We get they have been working on street projects, recognizing that some additional Street projects could be added on an accelerated timeline.
Finance passed this to the full body Council with positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall stated we have been at this since 2005.  Any questions?
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8320
Resolution MOA County of Lycoming Act 13 Funding Pathway to Health Phase III

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Grado stated this is just the MOA that memorializes the $50,000 commitment by the County and the $112, 500 commitment to the local match TAP grant.  This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.

Dr. Williamson stated resolve this and we have nothing further to add to pass this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8321
Resolution Hepburn St. Railroad Crossing & Trail Head Bid Award Approval
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Grado, this resolution really concurs in the award to the low bidder Mid-State Paving further work at the foot of Hepburn Street and upgraded the railway.  Seda-Cog did engage the engineers who completed the work. The city share in this, the new access in this, we would do the paving along back to where the pump station portion of the this. The purpose of this is to provide parking for the trail itself, where was a safety issue and people were using that facility to Park and they were parking too close to the rail tracks. The more people that were using it is evident that it was a hazard.. Part of this would be security gates so they couldn't access any further east towards The Market St., Bridge. This is a safety improvement project.

There are representatives from the County and SEDA-COG here and be happy to speak on the project.

Public works did review this as well as the finance committee.

  Mr. Smith stated this resolution was brought to us, the initial project with approved on December 19 at 2013 and it was brought us to look at the bids and evaluate them. There were several bids for each of the projects, and there was a recommendation of the company that should be chosen.  We passed that to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Dr. Williamson stated finance also reviewed this at our meeting as well as in December of 2013 and we agreed that the financial situation seemed well in order with the bid. We did have a fairly lengthy discussion about bicycle accidents and pedestrians. We discussed sidewalks and safety across Via-Bella.  Finance passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation. The one improvement we discussed would be a safe access would involve a sidewalk.

  Mr. Jerry Walls, SEDA-COG, board of directors.  Jeff Stover from Clinton County is also here.  In in regards to this project on, I have to compliment parties including the County and the City.  The Rail Authority is a substantial safety concern.  They park too close to the railroad tracks and a train coming fast cannot see in time to stop.  We will construct a fence so that it creates a barrier for pedestrian and parking. It will create 91 parking spaces to provide better access to the River walk.  That is an important need in the does go beyond the scope of what we will be able to do.  We will cooperate and support that we cannot be involved with that financially.
  Ms. Miele stated she thinks it is very important that we as a City to lead the way, people will be more apt to use the River walk if we improve the safety.  We will benefit substantially. We need to be thinking about this and every project that we undertake.

  Mr. Allison stated we mentioned this in our committee several times, that people are going to Park there anyhow.  He made statements of what has been accomplished so far just tonight.   There is a lot of development and growth in our area.  It is really significant and it is exciting to be involved in government because we are doing good stuff.

  Mr. Hall stated his concern about the ramp itself and he is hoping signage is involved later on.

  Mr. Walls stated one of the design features of the new crossing is that it will enable a vehicle to move over the railroad more quickly to get into Hepburn Street lot.   In the new design, it will be much more efficient.  

  Mr. Hall asked for other questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Resolution #8322
Resolution Sublease Agreement with Lycoming County
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Chief Foresman stated this resolution came about for a couple of different reasons. In October of 2013, up to this time with the assistance of Councilman Smith, Lieut. Williams and he have been meeting in regards to our radio system and some of the areas that we know to be dead space. Dead space is where our portable radios are unable to transmit to the County. Through these meetings, they have come up with the way to correct this problem. Lieut. Williams start checking into the agreement with County in regards to our equipment located in the County's property on Bald Eagle Mountain.  We wanted this agreement also because the piece of equipment needed to resolve our radio problem could be added to the agreement we have with County. What we learn from this research is that the agreement that we had with the County had expired in April 2007. It was also learned that there is some language that have been written that endangered the city of having our equipment on Bald Eagle Mountain if it had interfered with any the county's equipment.   Due to the discovery of this, a new agreement was drafted. In this 

agreement, the new language now provides a viable way for either party to resolve a potential problem in the event that there is any interference by the radio equipment. It eliminates any other language our equipment that had been the previous agreement. There was some language added to allow the city to place some equipment in the counties microwave which will boost our radio signals for the areas that have been problematic for the city. There is no cost to the city for this agreement. The equipment that we have identified resolve this radio problem has not yet been purchased. When we figure out how this purchase will be accomplish, we can then move forward without delay. This agreement was reviewed by both the County and City solicitors. This was taken before Public Works committee.  

  Mr. Smith stated that did come before Public Works and the Chief gave a very good history about this project.  It shows that we have an association am working agreement with the County.  This new agreement is for six years and we do not have to pay rent.  The original contract was very outdated.  We discussed the backup communications which we have in back at the backup center.  We hope to have the system installed very soon if Council approves the resolution.  One area we changed was interference, and now we and the County are protected by interference conditions.  Public Works sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.  

  Mr. Hall thanked Mr. Smith for his time and effort in all this and asked him how much money do we need for the equipment involved?

  Mr. Smith stated we are looking to buy the equipment ourselves on GSA contract, we will supply the equipment, we are looking at a minimum of $10,000 to $12,000 maximum and the money was placed already in the Police budget.   Mr. Smith stated there was a consultant that came in and in order to improve downtown communications, eight or nine years ago, they wanted 1 ½ million dollars and we are going to do it for $10,000.  We will save the City a lot of money.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were other comments or questions.

  Mr. Allison wanted to thank Councilman Smith and asked about the term of the agreement.  He stated the expiration date was a little more than six years.

  Mr. Hall stated when we approve it; we can reestablish what the date is and change the date.  He asked if there were any other comments. 
  The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8323
Resolution  Real Estate Reduction
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Thomas O’Connor, as there are four properties in this resolution, and there was a fire in Memorial Avenue and I have applied for reduction in their assessed value.  There is another property assessed in error, the last property was reassessed and construction is not completed.  It went back to the original until the construction is completed.
Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8324
Resolution  Real Estate Reduction
   The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. O’Connor stated this is our annual report on the LERTA properties here in the city of Williamsport. I'd be happy to answer any questions on the individual properties.

Mr. Hall asked for any questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Sub-division    SEDA-COG
Joint Rail Authority

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the subdivision.
Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Knarr stated before you is the proposed subdivision request located at 2916 Reach Rd. It is located within the ML zoning district.  The current land use is an industrial facility. He named the tax parcel containing 3.4970 acres will be subdivided and lot one contains 1.297 acres.  Lot one will be added to a separate tax parcel.  All requirements have been met. Both the County and City Planning Commissions have met and approved this.

  Mr. Walls, we are happy to present this subdivision.  This is the largest rail yard between Harrisburg Pennsylvania and Buffalo New York. I am happy to say it is full. We needed additional space so when Jim Wood contacted me, and asked if we would be interested.  The land adjacent to his factory provides us with the opportunity to put additional rail spurs in.  The factory building and the shaded land adjacent to it is not needed for the rail authority.  If we are successful in selling this another industry, it will be returning to the tax rolls.  He explained the sand coming through in support of natural gas fracking.  He spoke of the opportunities for jobs and stated that this brings opportunity to Williamsport.  
  Mr. Smith stated this bodes so well for this area.  You have brought development to our area.  This is a modern rail yard.  

  Mr. Walls stated he listened to the residents about the loud train and will report back to Council as they are exploring different options.

  Mr. Allison asked about the completion of the Loyalsock bridge.

  Mr. Walls answered; it should be completed by June.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments.

The sub-division was carried with seven yes roll call votes.   The vote was 7 to 0.
Accept for filing:

Finance Committee Minutes:  02/18/14

Public Safety Meeting Minutes:  12/03/13

Public Works Meeting Minutes:  02/18/14

Veterans Memorial Park Commission 02/03/14

Controllers/Treasurer Report 1/31/14
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept the minutes for filing.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

The meeting minutes were accepted for filing with seven yes roll call votes.    
Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday April 3, 2014 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




      Monday, March 24

             12:00  PM  Planning Commission



      Tuesday, March 25                        
  7:00  PM  Citizen’s Corp 



      Wednesday, March 26
  
11:30 AM   Redevelopment Authority



      Monday, March 31


  3:30 PM   ERC Meeting

      Tuesday, April 1 


  9:00 AM   Housing Needs

12:00 PM   Public Safety

  1:00 PM   Public Works








  3:30 PM   Finance Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]














Mr. Hall asked for any comments from Council, the Administration, or the General Public.  There was a comment from the general public. 
Mr. Scott Miller, 822 Tucker Street

He stated there is a couple of things he wanted to comment to City Council. Emergency vehicles traffic lights. He stated he is the liberty tax labor and all day long he watches city vehicles trying to get to and from the hospital. So many of these drivers are so oblivious to it, I was thinking it would be nice if that some time we could look at making it where the signals could be controlled by the 911 center whoever would have authority into the wiring. For an example, fire truck traveling eastbound on Little League Blvd., stop for the light and started to go through it, approaching a pickup truck heading southbound on Hepburn Street, swirled around the truck and looked at the truck like where did that come from. Fire trucks are good size, we had these fire sirens blasting my eardrums and these people were ; catatonic, I think it would be nice if our traffic lights would be made so when the fire trucks come from the station or an ambulance is coming in, they can make it red for the people crossing so they could turn it green for the emergency vehicles. Another thing I wanted to bring up, a few years ago I mentioned about painting welcome to Williamsport on the pedestrian Street overpass, could we get some fresh paint on the welcome to Williamsport sign over there? I don't think that would be a budget buster to get somebody out there with a little bit of new paint. It just bothers me that these little things can be done but we do study after study and come up with proposals and blah blah blah and then we make action plans. Of the action plans that have submitted since there's been in office, how many of those items on the action plans have actually been completed? We need to work down that list don't, create a wish list for next year until we complete the years before. It's kind of like me if I hit the lottery, well I'm not going to hit the lottery, we need to work the city one by one by one.

Adjournment

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adjourn.


Meeting adjourned upon motion and second to motion.  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at   

    
 8:42 PM.
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