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                                Williamsport, PA
Council President Jonathan Williamson brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday March 31, 2016 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Joel Henderson and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Approval of the Williamsport City Council minutes of March 17, 2016 were approved upon a motion from Mrs. Katz and a second from Mr. Henderson.   All were in favor.  The vote was 7 to 0. 

There was no limited courteously of the floor. 

Appointments/Reappointments

Williamsport Parking Authority 

Jared Kinley, 1638 Beauty’s Run Road is appointed to the Williamsport Parking Authority for a term commencing 3/31/16 and ending 6/1/19.

Mayor Campana gave a brief biography of Mr. Kinley. He stated that his family has had a business downtown since 1972 and he has a lot of great ideas and he will be a wonderful addition to the Parking Authority.

  Dr. Williamson asked for a motion for the appointment.

Mr. Henderson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

The appointment was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.








Dr. Williamson moved the order of the agenda.
Resolution #8534
Resolution to Approve a Community Conservation Partnership Program Grant Application to PA Dept of Conservation & Natural Resources for the Brandon Park Rehabilitation Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Grado stated this resolution authorizes the City to submit a grant application to DCNR for improvements to Brandon Park. Those improvements include, creating a pathway from the intersection of Parkwood and Packer Street to the bathhouse. It also includes the renovation of the tennis courts located at Brandon Place and Elizabeth Street as well as creating additional play areas which is identified as nature play in areas both along the pathway and also within the Brandon Pool location. In addition to those expansions of the parking lot for handicap assessable purposes, which has to meet the requirements.  The City has reviewed the site plan, the one was prepared by Larson Design, another one was presented by Brian Aumen.  So our proposal for the application is to provide for two locations for nature play apparatus. We are really not specific in where those will be located, this is still in the review process with regard to the pool location. We did set aside in the engineering agreement $125,000 to accommodate that, and we are presenting that to DCNR, but I think specific on the nature play apparatus.  Although we do have to have a estimate which was prepared by Larson, who did that for the tennis courts as well as the sidewalk area. The nature play concept will also include storm water management practices based on our municipal separate storm system and as we try to improve we must combine storm water management.  This does meet the goals of the state recreation plan so therefore this is a competitive grant, we are applying for $250,000, and that is a 50-50 match. We have allocated in the Community Development budget half of that and the intent is for the second half of that is to come out of the 2017 budget.  That is a competitive grant. We are under a deadline to get the grant application in, it is due on April 13. We are getting letters of support from different bodies, our Planning Commission, and the County Planning Commission.  We are upgrading the lighting near the tennis courts ….we are getting LED lighting and that gives us an energy conservation component and gives us more points when we are putting the application in. There was a survey, and the survey was assisted by the County Planning Commission, and they submitted it to the Brandon Park commission. I reviewed the survey to make sure the survey included what we have on the list. We are going to continue to seek additional grant funds.  This is really not the full master plan, this is one component and we expect other phases and we will look into what the survey results were and we did meet with the State Regional Advisor and he was receptive to that and thought this would be a good application. It was reviewed by the Public Works Committee and the Finance Committee.
  Ms. Miele stated Finance did review this and we did forward it to City Council with a positive fiscal recommendation.  There seemed to be some issues with the communication process in terms of putting the grant together, and with the Brandon Park Commission which is specifically assigned for matters pertaining Brandon Park. Those issues, very much need to be resolved, as we often note, the city is exceptionally fortunate to have people serve on our boards and commissions. In this particular case, the Brandon Park Commission did a lot of leg work and provided some very useful information from people all over.  Financially speaking, this clearly seems to be an obligation that's going to bring a lot of developments and provide a lot of different elements within the park, that will please DCNR and the city is currently fit to match our part.  I would also know that I have not had time to review the complete survey but obviously all lighting in Brandon Park is number one safety.  But as far as reopening the pool, we have had discussions on City Council that we told they can't afford it. Right now we don't know what will be covered and what won't be including two nature play areas.  Again, Finance did forward this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation but would advise the administration that we do have some communication issues and we should be certain that we are consulting all parties and asking for input from all parties.
  Mr. Smith stated Public Works looks at this as a quality of life project. One of the things we want to do as a City is provide quality-of-life projects for residents in the City and also for the children. He stated he has been to the Park in Scranton, they have done a tremendous job with that. Brandon Park is really one of our gems in the City, but it still needs a little bit of rehabilitation and brought up to current standards. When we look at these proposed drawing, what could be there, it really looks like it could be a very inviting location for children and for people all ages. He stated he doesn't want people to just think that these plans are in concrete, they are subject to change, we just placed things in place so that we could apply for the grant. We want to make it clear that we are not spending any money today, and how far this project could go it depending on how much money we receive.  It will also include the storm water management, using the best management practices.  We had a discussion and looked at the plans, and we thought these plans were very viable and could make the park move forward and give us a quality of Park life that definitely needs some work done. We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
  Dr. Williamson asked if there were any other comments from Council.

  Mr. Noviello stated this is certainly long overdue, we are moving along, and the site plan is simply that, just a site plan. None of those items are set into stone, and we will take a look at these later.  He stated that concerned for the pool that could be a hazard right now. We are looking at a time line here. I do was suggest that we are would like as much input as possible from the public, and from their advice and those in our maintenance department and recreation, we will listen to their input. I am looking forward to this and I thank Mr. Grado for his hard work.

  Mrs. Katz stated one of the things she wanted to say was she is pleased with the number of people who volunteer their time on the commissions, and they are so passionate about what they do. It brings a full body flavor of what is presented to us. She also stated it was fantastic about the survey, just how many people did go online to take the survey, that in itself just to take that time to fill out everything shows the passion that everybody has for Brandon Park. This is one of our jewels in the city, and we want to do this right and make sure that the people that care so much have some input in this for when we do get the money. We are under a time crunch this year and nothing is written in concrete. She wanted to make sure that everybody's input is taken into consideration and assessed.   She thanked everybody for what they've done.

  Mr. Allison stated his question was about how much we can deviate from some of the general ideas, we can substitute a whole other idea.

  Mr. Grado stated that is in the resolution, it says we can make amendments…he gave an example of Way’s Garden with the Parking lot.  We are looking at amendments to revising the scope as long as it is consistent with what we are getting the funds for.

  Mr. Allison continued, and we still go ahead with any public/ private partnerships?

  Mr. Grado answered yes, we try to keep that separate and we could modify whatever is outside the scope.

  Mr. Allison asked if the estimate for lighting and  is it for lighting throughout the Park?

  Mr. Grado answered yes that is consistent with what we did in the Bro-dart neighborhood, so we might end up reducing the number of lights that we are putting in the grant application because we would have to be under $500,000. The lights will be on both sides of Packer Street.  

  Mr. Allison asked for the timeframe again.

  Mr. Grado answered agreement has to go in by April 13, and it will be September or October that you will get a grant award, we would engage the consultant at that time and do the final design plans to get ready for bids over the winter time. So we could be under construction in the Spring of 2017.  

  Mr. Allison asked if we have plans about the pool?

  Mr. Grado answered it is a kind of Council’s direction of the plans for the pool, and the intent is to fill both pools, Brandon and East End.  There are no funds for that, and I know Justin is planning on coming back to Council and securing a source of funds to do that outside of the grant. The intent is to fill pools and plant grass in both of the pools.  But it still will have to come before City Council.  We will have to come back to city Council for some funding.  
  Mr. Gerardi stated we will discuss that at the next meeting, and there are some issues with the pools themselves because of the water that is contained in the pool. There are different biohazardous in the pool that are code violations.

  Mr. Noviello asked isn't there a chemical or some other solution that we can put in the water so it reduces that ?
  Mr. Simpson replied, up at Memorial, we did add chlorine to that pool, but we have to be able to circulate through it, and there are no pumps, we actually removed everything from East End and Brandon and we took it up to Memorial because East End the same size as Memorial so we can use the same pumps.  We are able to reuse the pump at Brandon also.

  Dr. Williamson stated, to go back to the pools, ultimately the council’s decision was stating that we can't afford all the water parks, but because as Mr. Smith stated that quality of life is important, we were able to double down and build the Memorial Park pool. But at the same time, we need to make sure that the public knows it was a hard decision, and we need to decommission the other two pools for a safety hazard. He stated he had not even thought about the biohazard issues as Mr. Gerardi had stated earlier.  He stated we need to take care of that issue sooner than later and probably as soon as possible.  He spoke about the issues and take on the cost of another waterpark, and the maintenance.  He spoke about important 

communication issues are resolved and taking care of, and how people and Council will need time to digest the survey of what people want.  We do have to match it up about what the budget allows for and what the people do want to see.  I'm not concerned about the tension that has occurred about this moment, because it is really just a first step of government action in response to the ongoing planning and process.  These are just completely recommendations, that everyone will have discussions about.  Whatever ideas we have now, will get better.  
  Mr. Henderson stated I am a pastor so I tend to illustrate things.  We can look at this as a ship just setting out now in a direction. What this grant application does is get us moving so that now with the commissions and the input of everybody, we can begin to really work the rudder, but it doesn't work unless it is moving. So this just gets us moving and now we have the opportunity, that is what this is. It is a real opportunity for us to begin to work together to get us going in the right direction. This is getting us moving, to fine tune it and to get to where we are really going.

  Dr. Williamson asked for any other comments or questions.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Ordinance # 6299
An Ordinance Approving the Editing & Inclusion of Certain Ordinances as Parts of the Various Component Codes of the Codified Ordinances of Williamsport, PA   Bill#1665-16(final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.  

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the ordinance in final reading.

Mr. Henderson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Lubin stated nothing further to add.

  Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments or questions.
The ordinance was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
  Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Bill#1666-16
An Ordinance Amending Article 199 of the Codified Ordinance (East 3rd St. Gateway) (first reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the ordinance in first reading.

Mr. Henderson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Dr. Williamson stated he is presenting this ordinance. He apologized to both Council and the administration because he took on this task last Fall, but because of other legal matters and working with the solicitor's, he dropped the ball to settle the more pressing legal matters and is now just getting back to it.  At some point in the past, we created the E. 3rd St., Gateway Commission.  The membership had seven members and soon thereafter we established an advisory committee that was made of 12 members that included all the members of the commission to lead the process of working with the consultant to develop plans for the area E. Of Market St. including the area known as Old City.  That process went well and develop that we could set up plan that we're in the midst of working our way through in conjunction with the County of Lycoming, Lycoming College and private landholders and developers in that area, so we were all happy with how that process proceeded. At the time the plan was adopted, it was a consensus that the membership of the committee functioned well and should continue as the body and also the jurisdiction of the larger committee that incorporated a larger geographic zone in that part of town was also appropriate and should continue. Therefore I took on the task of revising this commission to be able to expand the number of people and it geographic area. So this amendment to the ordinance does accomplish both those tasks. As President of Council, I would be to work with the Mayor to ensure that all members of the original committee would be on the expanded commissions so the transition go smoothly and we will figure out who appoints who.  This was discussed at the Finance committee on Tuesday.

  Ms. Miele stated it was discussed minimally.  We did pass this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation, especially in light of the other lack of financial…..

  Dr. Williamson stated and the reason it was sent to Finance because there was no ERC committee.

  Ms. Miele, we did discuss that all of this material was discussed, and none of it was surprising and should result in the same committee that was once and again will be. It accomplishes everything that we have discussed.   

  Dr. Williamson asked if there were questions from members of Council.
  Mr. Allison stated he has been asked what is going on with the E. 3rd St. project, then we initially looked at this area, we talked about having a traffic study, when we met with different stake holding groups, they suggested to start with people who want to develop that and have a stake in it already.  We did that and that worked and we got a commission and a cooperative group and they worked with the County and the consultant. Then it was time for the traffic study, and again through cooperative effort, that worked. The traffic study is about 90% complete. But we are still meeting about the two-way system between Basin Street, Market Street, and the bus lane that was added to that.  We have come full circle from what this has started, and soon the commission will meet again to pick that up to start again. We will be able to get things moving again, different entities, Lycoming College and others have ideas pending the outcome of the traffic study. The plan is once we have all the information, you will begin to see plans for development there. Please bear in mind that development doesn't happen overnight even though someone has a plan. We knew going in that this was not to be an overnight production and it was granted take time and effort and investment, down the road we are going to have something that we will be happy and proud with. That's the part the new commission is going to play in that whole process.

  Dr. Williamson stated all of those points are well taken but it is interesting to see two sets of development plans that have emerged since we launched this process. And hopefully that will be followed up quickly with many more. He then asked for a vote on the ordinance in first reading.

The ordinance was carried in first reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
  Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  
Resolution #8533
Resolution Authorizing Agreement for Codification of Ordinances with American Legal Publishing Corp.

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.

  Mr. Lubin stated with this agreement, the prior company we have been dealing with for codifications is no longer going to be in the business of doing codification of city ordinances. Mrs. Frank started searching for a replacement company. She contacted a number of city clerks within the state to find out who they were using and many of them stated they too were with Keystate and were  pretty much in the same boat that Williamsport was in.  She contacted a number of publishing companies and in my discussions with her we kept coming back to America Legal and that through her efforts, some of the other cities will give them a call. It is a three-year contract, however the contract does provide that the city can opt out at any time with or without cause within the three-year period.  They've also locked in the rates for the three-year period. We will be doing codification pretty much similar to what our current company has been doing. There is one other matter that they would be willing to do, they would review our existing city codebook and talk about the possibility of re-codifying and updating our ordinances. They quoted a cost and we can split over a two-year period.  This did come before the Finance Commitee.

  Ms. Miele stated we did review this at Finance and established that it is a little increase over our past codifier.  Not a substantial one and it was interesting to listen to the features especially given the rather extensive complements given by American Legal Publishing to Janice.  He said that when our city clerk reached out to a number of other municipalities to ask about their experiences with their existing codification companies, as a result he had received multiple calls from other municipalities. Consequently, American Legal was willing to offer us a substantial discount on our first year with them, ordinarily it would have been $750, but now it is $450 for them to place it on line. And also it would have been a $500 fee for creating an index, that they were also going to waive, because Janice suggested it as an idea for the City of Williamsport and they decided to add it to their listing of services, and do ours for free. So there was a total savings of something like $800 for a lot of the initial work.  So the costs next year will be a simple $250 for hosting our code and providing a search for our code, and then $17 a page for the codifications we make. We did spend a substantial amount of time discussing the possibilities of re-codification and while Finance certainly wouldn't endorse anything without more information, we should take a harder look at our existing code, it does seem like something perhaps the city should at least consider within the next couple of years. The predicted net cost is about $13,000 and could be split over two years. The company also has an attorney in the State of Pennsylvania, she works out of Pittsburgh, which serves our particular expertise in Pennsylvania law.  In addition to keeping our code online, they provide a pretty intense searchable ordinance selection online, they can also keep our minutes, resolutions, and other items if we so choose to have all of that information stored through American Legal.  So, Finance forwarded this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.
  Dr. Williamson asked for other comments or questions from members of Council.

  Mrs. Katz stated this was a really impressive company.  They do work for such cities as Philadelphia, New York, San Francisco, Los Angeles and all over.  I feel very comfortable with this service, but it was also great that our City Clerk did so much research and was able to save us money and also help the company with another service. The other thing they have as well as an attorney in the State, they also have 16 other attorneys, and +40 employees and they are very well versed in what they're doing. The whole presentation was very impressive. So I feel very comfortable with this company.

  Mr. Allison echoed the comments from Councilwoman Miele and Councilwoman Katz .   Janice did not know I was going to do this, but without being there, it is hard to explain how impressed they were with her. So I called Mr. Frommeyer to speak to him about it because he made some statements and I asked that he e-mail me some of the things he told us.  The letter “Dear Randall, it was a pleasure meeting you and talking to you this morning.  As I said I have been in this business for 22 years, and your city clerk, Janice, really is looking out for the city. She did a great job of research on this project. She had great questions and I knew she had done her homework based on the questions she asked.  He told Randy afterward usually when they talk to a city, a clerk, they ask us how did you find us? Their answer is so and so, our neighboring borough uses you so we are going to use you too, and they never ask any questions. He said that's not the kind of client that they really want. They want people who were engaged, because they have a lot of cutting-edge ideas and things, some of which we can't afford obviously.  She had called a lot of the companies and contacted a lot of the other clerks and wanted their opinions, and face-to-face interviews. She asked questions that normally we get from the largest of cities that have huge staffs.  I even told her I was impressed with my interview with her a couple of weeks ago, because of her research and questioning, we are actually providing the city for free, a general index online, something we typically don't do. She also saved the city money because I lowered the price to actually build the code into the software (another benefit we got).  I look forward to working with Janice because she is looking out for the City and will be pushing American Legal to provide Williamsport with great service. You should be proud to have a dedicated city clerk.”
Mr. Allison stated I just want to say we are proud, and thank you very much to Janice.

  Dr. Williamson stated he would like to add when Mrs. Frank came to him a couple months ago to say ” oh yeah, you know that thing you take for granted that shows up and makes you have to put pages in every year?  Codified ordinances, which is a pain every year to do, you have to sit down and update, but it needs to be done, well the company that we have used basically forever will no longer be around to do that. What should we do? “ And I said I don't know.  Can you work on it and figure it out?  So I really do appreciate Janice taking the task on and what has been a great job as well as keeping me up-to-date along the way the steps that she was taking, and sounds like she found the right company at the right price. So thank you very much.

One of the things that Dr. Williamson asked was if the Finance Committee could think about and with the administration in terms of re-codifying the ordinances in the future? And he asked Mr. Lubin when was the last time we had done this?

  Mr. Lubin answered the basic codification that we have was created in the 70s. And since then, we did change form of government.

  Dr. Williamson asked him and is there a best practice on how often you should re codify?

  Mr. Lubin said it's hard to say because whoever did our original codification, a lot of municipalities in Pennsylvania use the same numbering system. The other ones, I can see where they made changes over the years because I can see the numbering system changes and also would make it more user-friendly in trying to find things. 
  Dr. Williamson asked does the re-codification process also review our law and make sure that it is consistent with state and federal law?

 Mr. Lubin answered, usually myself or Dave Smith, if we see a change in the law from the State, obviously, we then update our ordinances, what it is,  is updating some of the terminology, and I know of a couple of ordinances that we pretty much don't even use anymore.

  Dr. Williamson then asked Finance to follow up and make a recommendation on if we should do that this year or next year, and then build that into the budget.  He asked for any more questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
  Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Resolution#8535
Resolution Authorizing the WBP to Enter into a Purchase Agreement for 3 Vehicles

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

      Sgt. Jody Miller, the Williamsport Bureau of Police is looking for acceptance of this resolution to be able to purchase three vehicles to be used for the Williamsport Bureau of Police. Two of those vehicles will be marked patrol, SUV vehicles to be used by the patrol division, one would be an unmarked vehicle use by our detective division. This was brought before the Finance committee and Public Works.
  Mr. Smith stated this normally would come to Public Safety, but due to the time in ordering these vehicles it was moved to Public Works. We look at having to replace vehicles ethically every year, we were also given an inventory of the mileage of some of the vehicles that are currently in place, that have well over 100 some thousand miles on them. We have to remember that this is all stop and go driveway, it is not on the highway. So what we have 125,000 known local driving, maybe that equates to 250,000 miles on the road. The vehicles are used very hard, there's a lot of idling with them, but it comes to a point where we can no longer expend the funds to keep servicing those vehicles. We did discuss this, the two SUV vehicles like we already have.  These will be equipped with the new radios that we talked about and bringing the radio system up to modern day, high technology standards and that can be brought right in with the bidding because that will be purchased under the Co-Stars agreement.  We voted on this, and we sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Ms. Miele, Finance did the same thing.  These three cars are budgeted for in the existing budget, the interceptors have been pretty popular because the increased amount of space for our officers. Sgt. Miller did mention that Ford  Fusion was an attempt obviously have some economy, our detectives don't need such high functioning vehicles.  It does save us money on fuel, so thank you very much. Finance forwarded this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

There was a discussion about the gas mileage and savings on these vehicles ordered.  Mr. Smith commented that the trend even from the State Police is that these vehicles are the best and favored for Police vehicles because of the maintenance issues and so forth because of different driving habits.  Dr. Williamson stated his questions were primarily about budgeting for vehicle in the future.  Mr. Allison asked about the vision aspect sitting in the SUV.  Sgt. Miller stated yes, it gives us a better vision aspect in the SUV as well as space and room needed.
  Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on this resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
  Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Resolution#8536
Resolution Police Department Server Virtualization Project
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Justin Wray stated this is the resolution for your consideration for a police department virtualization project and this was reviewed by Finance and also as to the solicitor for his review and the both recommended for positive recommendation.

  Ms. Miele, Finance did review this and we found that is what the city had budget allotted for, this and the next agreement. We made a quick note, a small amendment to the resolution for it to reflect the total cost of the financing if we were to opt for financing instead of paying a lump sum. It would add about $8000 to the ticket price and it would not affect service quality at all. That is to say that we would continue to have tech support, in the near future regardless opt to pay the lump sum or finance it. Consequently, it was the opinion of the Finance committee we should pay the entire lump sum because it was budgeted in this year's budget.  We should move forward with the $46,356 in this budget year. Some members of Finance, myself included have somewhat limited knowledge of these technical things, we deferred to Mr. Wray on the particulars.
  Mr. Smith stated that this is actually scheduled for Public Safety next Tuesday. So if it is passed tonight, that is fine, but we would like you to appear because we have a lot of questions on what this even is. So it is on the Public Safety agenda, obviously we won't be voting on it but we do need a thorough explanation of what this process is and what it entails and why it needed to be purchased. So it is on the Public Safety agenda and will be discussed.  
  Dr. Williamson stated he spoke with the solicitor briefly before this meeting and he has to make an amendment to move the paragraph that says BE IT HEREBY, etc.  to award the contract, move that down to a position immediately following the last WHEREAS statement and at the same time, amend the final paragraph to read BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED so just changing the word hereby to further to put it in the form that we would normally see the resolutions.  So if the city clerk understands my amendment, I make that motion.
  Mr. Smith asked if the solicitor reviewed this?

  Mr. Lubin answered yes he had review this.

Dr. Williamson asked for a second on the motion.
Mr. Allison seconded the motion.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the amendment.

The amendment was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
  Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
  Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Resolution #8537
Resolution City Hall Server Virtualization Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Dr. Williamson asked for any comments or questions.

  Mrs. Katz stated since this is going to go to Public Safety, and say there is a situation, problems or whatever, and we have already passed this in Council, is this going to be a conflict?
  Dr. Williamson stated I imagine if an issue arose, we could delay this for a few days until the technical difficulties are worked out.

  Mr. Smith said that would not be a problem, but as I pointed out we really need to know the details, hopefully there won't be any issues there but if there are, we notify the President of Council right away, if that is satisfactory to everybody.

  Mrs. Katz stated she just wants to make sure we are not jumping the gun, and she asked Mr. Smith if he see any problems with this….

  Mr. Smith answered probably not, I don't think I would see any major problems with that, but I don't have any detailed information on it at this point and that's why we would like a discussion to exactly what is being done, what equipment is being purchased, from a financial standpoint of view, the dollars are there. I am not insisting that it be held up, but I will rely on other members of Council.

  Mrs. Katz stated I think we should have a report on this from Public Safety then.

  Dr. Williamson stated, we can make this upon a recommendation from Public Safety Committee or we can ask the administration to hold.

  Mr. Smith stated he certainly understands Mrs. Katz’s position on this and if the rest of Council thinks we should make a condition on this…

  Mrs. Katz stated she was just looking at that Mr. Smith is familiar with a lot of details, and we have dealt with this from a financial standpoint and not having your committee look at this I would not like us to jump the gun and not have all our ducks in a row.

  Mr. Lubin advised Council as to how to make the amendment.

  Dr. Williamson stated he would make the same motion as he did before which is to move the first paragraph immediately following the whereas statement, and also to change the word hereby to further, and finally at a condition that the approval of this resolution is subject to a positive recommendation of the Public Safety committee on Tuesday, April 5, 2016.

  Mr. Noviello seconded the motion.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the amendment.

The amendment was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
  Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the resolution.

  Ms. Miele wanted to note that the city is not currently hosting its own website, and the other is we had discussed whether or not maintenance of city servers is still something we wanted to continue with, an option like the cloud is something that we could look into.  Justin said it would still be less expensive for us to host all this rather than to outsource it at an off-site location server.

  Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
  Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Dr. Williamson stated he would entertain a motion to reconsider the resolution of the Police Department server project.

Mr. Allison seconded it.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the motion to reconsider.

The reconsideration was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
  Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Dr. Williamson made the motion to the Police Department server resolution is subject to a positive recommendation from the Public Safety committee on April 5, 2016.  He asked for a second on the motion.

Mrs. Katz seconded it.

Dr. Williamson asked if there comments or questions on the amendment, he asked for a vote on the amendment.
The amendment was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
  Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Dr. Williamson stated now he needed a vote on the resolution itself.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
  Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Demolition – 660 Campbell St. – Susquehanna Health

Mr. Gerardi, stated this is a request for demolition located at 660 Campbell St. from Susquehanna health. It is used as a single family dwelling and is currently vacant. As always they will plant grass seed within three months. We do have a representative here.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion and a second on the demolition.
Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Smith stated Susquehanna Health is coming to us with two demolitions,, please correct me if I'm going to make incorrect statements, we do not have a pilot plan in place, is that correct?
  Mr. Gerardi answered not to my knowledge.

  Mr. Smith stated due to not having a contract, is that correct to assume that we have not received any dollars from them in 2015?

  Mr. Gerardi answered I believe you are correct.

  Mr. Smith stated does anyone in the administration know, that this pilot program that expired two years ago, when is it going to be brought to City Council?  Because we have an entity here that is asking us to do something, and if they have not paid the 2015 pilot program, due to the lack of a contract, are we really properly allowed to make these demolitions occur, as we don't have a contract? 

  Mr. Gerardi answered I would say this much, regardless if we had a contract with Susquehanna Health, they still have the ability to request the demolition permit for a structure within the City of Williamsport and you would have that ability to say no, but whether there is a contract or not, they still have the right to come before City Council for a demolition permit.

  Mr. Lubin stated they have a right to asked for a demolition permit, and if you would turn them down it has to be based on something that is within the demolition ordinance.

  Mr. Smith stated going back to my original question, does anyone know where we stand with this pilot program after two years of expiration from it? And again if this is true and we are not receiving any funding, at some point this is going to be damaging, the Mayor is not here, so he asked Mr. Nichols.

  Mr. Nichols stated yes we are prepared to bring the pilot agreement to the next meeting. We have met as the administration, and we have had a meeting with SH officials to wrap up, we did make a couple of changes to simplify the agreement, instead having all the properties listed in them paid by property,…..

The agreement will be before Council next meeting, but there are a lot of moving parts to this, it has not been two years, we should receive the payment by the end of the year, we did account for 2015, we are going to get it this year but a simple answer is it will be before you next meeting.

  Ms. Miele stated so then we will expect it on the Finance agenda, Mr. Nichols?

  Mr. Nichols answered yes you will.

  Dr. Williamson asked for any more comments or questions, hearing none on the demolition please.

The demolition was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
  Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Demolition – 721/723 Cherry St. – Susquehanna Health

Mr. Gerardi stated nothing further to add only it is a different location,  it is the institutional zoning, again it will be seeded and we do have a gentleman here in case you have any questions.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion and a second on the demolition.

Mr. Henderson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Allison asked about the location, have there been other properties demolished on that side of the block?

  Mr. Gerardi answered yes, this was the area outside, that they had the option to buy properties, but this is still in the institutional area.

  Mr. Allison asked if they have any plans for that particular area?

  Mr. Gerardi answered no not right now, I don't have any plans for them at this point. It will be grassed and seeded.

  Mrs. Katz asked how long has this place been empty?

  Representative answered ½ of it has been empty for about three weeks.

  Mrs. Katz stated because it is a shame because it is a beautiful place.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the demolition.

The demolition was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
  Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Accept for filing

Public Safety Committee Minutes 01/12/16

Finance Committee Minutes 01/19/16 & 2/16/16

Public Works 01/12/16 & 1/19/16



HARB Minutes 02/16/16



Bureau of Codes 2015 End of Year Report

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to accept these minutes for filing.
Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.
Mrs. Katz stated that she loved the report from codes, it looks great and it was a fantastic job, thank you Joe Gerardi.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the minutes.
The minutes was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
  Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  

Announcements
   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, April 14, 2016 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



       Monday, April 4  


   12:00 PM  Planning Commission



       Tuesday, April 5

                12:00 PM  Public Safety



       Wednesday, April 6

                  9:00 AM  HARB Training Seminar (scr)



       Monday, April 11


     4:00 PM  Recreation Commission



       Tuesday, April 12 

   
   12:00 PM  Public Works Committee








     3:30 PM  Finance Committee Meeting



       Wednesday, April 13

     3:30 PM  O & E Pension



      Thursday, April 14
                               4:00 PM  Board of Health

     7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]

Dr. Williamson asks for comments from members of Council…..

There were none

Comments from the Administration…..

Mr. Tom Cillo, just to follow-up on the Spring cleaning schedule for Streets and Parks…. April 18 is the start to the Spring cleanup and it will run through May 6th,  that is a three week period. The intent is a general cleanup, not for someone to cut trees down and put entire shrub rows out. If they do that, we will bypass them and you may be getting phone calls. Also we have been utilizing our cameras on a daily basis outback and we are trying to deter people coming from other municipalities that are just dumping items that don't belong there. So we have been curtailing that too

Comments from the General Public…..

There were none.

Adjournment




Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adjourn.


Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Allison  and a second by Ms. Miele.
Motion was carried by unanimous 9:23 PM “ayes’ .
Janice M. Frank
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