City Council Meeting Minutes of April 3, 2014

   Thursday, April 3, 2014
   Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, April 3, 2014 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Jonathan Williamson and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

     Approval of the March 20, 2014 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Dr. Williamson and Ms. Miele second and a roll call of seven yes votes. There were no questions or comments.  (Vote 7/0) 
Limited Courtesy of the Floor:  No requests for this meeting. 

Mr. Hall stated we will do this appointments by Commission of each board and take a vote.  If at the end of the meeting, people are present that need to be sworn in, can be sworn in with the City Clerk.
Appointments/Reappointments

Hiawatha 

Bryan Brooking is reappointed to a 3-year term commencing 06/1/13 and ending 06/1/16
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this reappointment.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

This appointment was carried with seven yes roll call votes. 7/0
Brandon Park Commission

David Myers, 677 Heller Ave is reappointed  to a 5-year term commencing 01/01/14 and ending 01/01/19
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the reappointment.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

The appointment was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  7/0
Planning Commission

Sam Washington, 1806 Campbell St is reappointed to a 4-year term commencing 02/14/14 and ending 02/14/18

Harry Sechler, 105 West Hills Dr is reappointed to a 4-year term commencing 02/17/13 and ending 02/17/17.

Charles Plankenhorn, 350 Harding Ave is reappointed to a 4-year term commencing 02/17/13 and ending 02/17/17.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the reappointments.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

The reappointments were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  7/0 
Appointment to Planning Commission

Cindy Eister, 1001 First Ave is appointed to a 4-year term commencing 04/03/14 and ending 04/03/18
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this appointment.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mayor Campana stated he wanted to thank Council for entertaining this appointment.  Cindy is a hard worker and is married to Dr. Eister.  They have several children and she has been involved in several activities in the City and he is sure she will do a fine job.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the motion.

The appointment was carried with seven yes roll calls votes.  7/0
Plumbing Examiner’s Board

Gregory Pfleegor, 1327 Dewey Ave is reappointed to a 5-year term commencing 12/31/13 and ending 12/31/18.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this reappointment. 

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

The reappointment was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  7/0.
Appointment Recreation Commission

Kathy Fenstemaker, Campbell St is appointed to a 4-year term commencing 04/03/14 and ending 04/03/18.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this appointment.
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mayor Campana stated he is very pleased to make some positive comments about Kathy she is a resident of this great city and has been involved in multiple activities to help city better. She is actively involved City Church which has an outreach program to teenagers which we really need in the city family are doing a fine job at City Church. She is married to Rick Fenstemaker as many individuals know that he served the city for many years the parking authority and was very instrumental in that Kohl’s development and we are very pleased to bring her forward.

  Mr. Hall stated he too is glad to see Mrs. Fenstemaker, on board with helping with the city. He asked for the vote on the appointment.

The appointment was carried with seven yes roll call votes. 7/0
Board of Health

Virginia Borek, 422 Brandon Ave is reappointed to a 5-year term commencing 04/03/14 and ending 04/03/19.
Carla Ware, 725 High St is reappointed to a 5-year term commencing 01/13/13 and ending 04/03/18
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this reappointments.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

The reappointments were approved with seven yes roll call votes. 7/0 

Board of Health – Appointment

Sonya Whaley, 639 Market St is appointed to a 5-year term commencing 04/03/14 and ending 04/03/19.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this appointment on

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

   Mayor Campana stated he is pleased to bring Sonya Whaley not only because she has the same first name as my wife, but she is a registered nurse and very bright and energetic. She will bring a lot to the Board of Health.
  Mr. Hall stated he likes Ms. Whaley cause her Aunt is a good friend of his.

The appointment was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
East Third St. Gateway Revitalization Advisory Commission- Appointments

John Albarano, 201 Basin St is appointed as Chairman to a 5-year term commencing 04/10/14 & ending 04/10/19.

Al Clapps, 581 E. 3rd St is appointed as Vice Chairman to a 5-year term commencing 04/10/14 & ending 04/10/19.

Neil Casale, 166 Mulberry St is appointed to a 5-year term commencing 04/10/14 & ending 04/10/19.

Lou Miele, 410 E. 3rd St. is appointed to a 4-year term commencing 04/10/14 & ending 04/10/18 .

Pete Sides, 201 Mulberry St, is appointed to a 4-year term commencing 04/10/14 & ending 04/10/18. 

Casey Stopper, 340 Hughes St, is appointed to a 3-year term commencing 04/10/14 & ending 04/10/17.

Dr. Kent Trachte, 700 College Pl.  is appointed to a 3-year term commencing 04/10/14 & ending 04/10/17.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these appointments. 
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

  Mayor Campana stated he is pleased to bring forward seven strong individuals that will bring a lot to this commission. They are so excited, they are ready to go and that's why we brought these names before you and of course after the 20 days they will be meeting publicly in Council chambers and we've already discussed informally several initiatives that we will be bringing to City Council after a few weeks.

Some of the dates had to be changed, as typos so on the record the dates are all correct.

  Dr. Williamson stated there have been several comments in the paper about the idea that one of the possibilities that could happen in terms of this Gateway, could be seen as an extension of the Golden strip. While clearly, one thing might be worthwhile pointing out is that we can do better than our neighbors to the East. North and South, in terms of thinking through traffic patterns & traffic flows. One of the challenges that I personally would have them is to balance out the kinds of things that we would all like to see in terms of economic development in that area, to balance things with some more up-to-date thinking of exactly how you would go about encouraging this kind of things and not end up with the visuals that you end up with, that you have on the Golden strip in the traffic mess that you have in that area. As I said, we in  Williamsport can do better.
  Mr. Hall stated now, that is on the record.

  Mr. Allison stated there is so much going on right now in that area. We have also referenced Old City, and Councilwoman Miele and Councilman Noviello and myself are on the ERC committee  could be confusing to the public as far as what is going on. But to make a comment, there is a lot of communication going on between all the groups, all the individuals, a lot of cooperation and a lot of groundwork is being me now. Everything is not going to be evident, but will not show the fruits of the process right away that people can be assured that things are going to happen. We are all encouraged by that.
  Ms. Miele asked about the address for the individuals…..they are the business addresses.

  Mayor Campana stated the individuals prefer their business addresses.

  Ms. Miele asked for an updated list of all committees.

Mr. Hall stated Council will receive them within the next two weeks.

The advisory board commission appointments were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

  Mr. Hall asked the individuals that were present tonight to come to City Clerk and be sworn in.  Three individuals were sworn in…..Ms. Cindy Eisner, Mrs. Kathy Fenstemaker and Ms. Sonya Whaley.

Mr. Hall stated his appreciation for all people who serve on these boards.
Presentation of Heroin Task Force – Dr. Rene Rigal, Board of Health Officer
  Dr. Rigal gave a presentation on the heroin task force.  Judge Nancy Butts was also here.

He stated this is an epidemic that is killing our people.  This is a national problem. He recognized Judge Butts for her leadership in developing this.  He shared some stories about all people who have used and abused these drugs and spoke about results that ended their lives.  According to 2010 statistics, there is an unintended death due to a narcotic overdose every 14 minutes.  Prescription drug abuse is the fasted growing drug problem in the US.  More Americans die of prescription drug abuse than of cocaine, heroin, and alcohol combined. Prescription drug abuse related deaths is the #1 cause of death for those between the ages of 18 to 32.  Dr. Rigal went on to explain how prescription drugs get abused and what we can do to help in the war against them.  The task force are asking the PA House & Senate to pass this and for the Governor to sign the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program.  We must raise awareness and face the epidemic.  Under the leadership of Judge Butts and Shea Madden, we have developed the HTF (heroin task force) and requited leaders here in our community.  We stated we must send drug dealers a clear message that we do not want them here, we will hunt them down and we will prosecute them.  We should not permit them to corrupt our Williamsport, we want to be safe.  Dr. Rigal then asked for the continued support from City Council and from our Mayor.

Mr. Hall asked for comments.  The Mayor and Judge Butts stated they would comment after the resolution. 
Resolution #8325
Resolution Supporting the Lycoming County Heroin Task Force
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mayor Campana stated before you is this resolution supporting the Lycoming County heroine task force. The really key thing about this resolution the community partnership. We will win because I believe the County is engaged because Judge Butts’ leadership is pulling this together.  He stated he believes with the City & County pulling together, we are going to make things much better.

  Mrs. Katz asked where people should get in touch, the answer was Senate Yaw and Rick Mirabito.

  Dr. Williamson stated he's been hearing in the news about the epidemic that we are facing is overdose medication.  He stated that he has heard the police in particular have the first responder to help overdosing individuals being able to counteract the struts immediately save lives. Is that something that we have access to now?

  Dr. Rigal, the drug is administered after a person takes an overdose.  First responders in Williamsport do have it in their kit.  The problem is not all EMT’s have it cause you have to have special training.  Some have a huge amount of territory to cover so they have to train firemen to administer it.  He stated he is against regular people having it because it could give people the opportunity to keep doing the drugs because they have the remedy.  This training involves lots of costs.  

  Dr. Williamson thanked him for the information.

  Judge Nancy Butts stated this is in conjunction with 911 and they should not be afraid to call them, because of the costs of being sued.  If something would happen that someone could sue me there would be costs involved but under the provisions of the good Samaritan act, it is provided for people to administer. The 911 good Samaritan law is not in place in Pennsylvania.

  Dr. Williamson stated so if a friend was doing something wrong and their friend overdosed and they were to call then they could be arrested or sued for having done that even though they were trying to help them.

  Judge Butts stated I don't know if it would be arrested for calling that they could be arrested for partaking for possession of paraphernalia of the controlled substance itself. She stated she doesn't know of the status of this legislation. As the task force, we are trying to be in the forefront of supportive measures the potential legislation.

  Mr. Smith stated in the Public Safety committee, we discussed the use of this remedy.  This could be a double edge sword and I would not want to see us have this available by prescription. That almost entices people if something goes wrong they would have a way out. 

  Mr. Noviello stated that anti-drug measures have to emanate from all quarters of the community. This task force is an integral part, and hopefully we will have some successes as well. I would like to thank the members for standing up. The community should be grateful that we have such professional and caring people in our city. We certainly need all the support that we can give them. I wish them the best of luck in their challenge.

 Mr. Allison stated he wanted to thank Judge Butts, for her leadership in this and for a lot of different areas in our community. Hopefully, we are on the right path and the right track to have a multifaceted approach that we will begin to gain traction. I think once we do that we will be able to see results. It may take a generation that has to be forceful and forthright and not be deterred in this mission but I believe that so many people working together in different ways definitely the answer.

  Ms. Miele stated that she appreciates hearing very much the compassion that the task force is taking towards addicts, as someone who has had close friends and family who have addiction problems. It is very important to separate the particular issue from the person.  I am happy to hear that particular mission and I am also happy to hear that the task force has already arrived at the conclusion that this is a problem, that there are many issues in our culture not with just a dealer culture.  I do believe that we have lost the war on drugs in the national level but I do think we can win the battle for community if we approach this with the right spirit and the right compassion.
  Mr. Hall stated his brief comment is that we can't help what happens in Clinton County, and we can’t help what happens in Northumberland County, and we can't help what happens in Union County and every other county that touches our borders, but we can help what happened here. If that means focusing on the killer drugs in Lycoming County, get them out here and get the doctors in the prescription doing it right therein then let's do it that's focus on what we can. Let's get it out of Williamsport. The vote on the resolution please.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8326
Resolution Materials Self Contained Decontamination (Deacon) Trailer
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Chief Dymeck stated, this is a resolution that is requesting your approval of for 2004 self-contained decontamination deacon trailer.  This trailer will replace a 1989 trailer that currently stores are manually decontamination equipment. This will enhance our ability to quickly begin removal of contaminants at any hazardous materials incident. This was presented to the public safety committee on April 1 was approved to move to the full body of Council.

Mr. Smith stated that  Chief Dymeck had got information to us the previous Public Safety meeting concerning this and we are obtaining this trailer vehicle at no cost, then use this trailer under certain the contamination processes where there would be the gas industry, our chemical situation or other type of activities where would be needed. It is of the modern type of trailer and we felt that it would be very useful for the Bureau of Fire to obtain this. In the paperwork that was given to you this evening, you will see that completed form that was included from the north-central task force which is letter of commitment and has been signed and the bottom part of it has been filled out completely. We voted to send this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
Mr. Hall asked if there were comments or questions, hearing none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution # 8328
Resolution Real Estate Refund

The city clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. O’Connor stated in thank you for allowing this resolution on. This is a disabled veteran resolution and he brought in the paperwork and yesterday and I thought it appropriate that we get it in as soon as   possible, the taxes were just paid last week and this reduces the taxes to zero. This will be for a five-year. And it also refund the $1,193.62 which was paid out this month.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Resolution #8327
Resolution  Real Estate Reduction
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. O’Connor stated this is the Sheridan school building which was purchased last year so this is the first year that this property is on the tax rolls. And when it comes in it comes in is the value that it was placed that when it was last assessed. The school building had been assessed at 1 million, $555,000, and now it has been reduced to $394,070.  That was on appeal and I would point out that the purchase price of the property was $435,000.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions or comments, hearing none Mrs. Frank please

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
 Accept for filing:

Finance Committee Minutes:  02/04/14

Public Safety Meeting Minutes:  02/14/14

Public Works Meeting Minutes:  01/21/14

Williamsport Bureau of Fire 2013 End of Year Report

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these minutes.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments, there were none.
The minutes were approved with six yes roll call votes.  Dr. Williamson left the room.  The vote was 6/0.  



Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday April 17, 2014 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
Mr. Hall stated April 17 is Holy Thursday and some people won’t be here, it won’t be televised.



~ Upcoming Meetings:







      Monday, April 7

             12:00  PM  Planning Commission



      Tuesday, April 8                        
12:00  PM  Williamsport Authority 



      Wednesday, April 9
  
               3:30 PM   O&E Pension



      Monday, April 14


  3:30 PM   ERC Meeting

      Tuesday, April 15 


10:00 AM   Blighted Property

12:00 PM   Public Works

  3:30 PM   Finance Meeting

  7:00 PM   HARB Board

 

     Thursday, April 17                               10:30 AM   Zoning Hearing Board








  4:00 PM   Board of Health


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]










Mrs. Katz stated there will be a cleanup on April 26 at Second and Maynard  Streets at 9 AM by the Williamsport Business Association.
Mayor Campana stated Mr. Gerardi will contact Mrs. Katz about this because of Union issues.

Scott Miller, 822 Tucker St.

One of the things I thought about to the presentation that I think might fall under the authority of the City of Williamsport, I believe it was called something that had been banned in Massachusetts, can we ban in the city of Williamsport? The reason I came here is I watched  a thing about Google glasses where a person can wear these Google glasses and that live streams and reports whatever you are looking at. It is tied into a facial recognition software and they also have tagged recognition software. I thought police officers have like that and they could walk into a crowded room and scan over at and stated that came up as a possible warrant. When you stand around watching cars go by, that tag came up, that doesn't belong on that card alongside another. I think we could use technology like Google glasses and contact them and be wanted at trial places and get that technology and equipment from them. Try it because it would be nice if our police officers could see and just look at someone. If a person were somebody that was wanted for something, automatically through the technology state would be able to tell. I think it would be a way that we could use technology to make it where criminals would not want to come to the city of Williamsport because if a cop just simply looked at them, they will be mailed. I'm sure there will be bugs that would have to be worked out with that but I think that would be a wonderful way to make people are criminals not want to touch put in our city. Thank you and have a good evening.




 Adjournment





Meeting adjourned upon motion and second to motion.  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at   

    
 8:30 PM.












Janice Frank, City Clerk 
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado


	Mr. Joe Gerardi absent


	Mr. Joseph Pawlak


	Mr. William Nichols, Jr.


          Mr. Gary Knarr absent


	Mr. Bill Wright, S&P absent	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief


	Greg Foresman, Police Chief absent


	Chief Heinbach 


	Sol. Norman Lubin


	Janice Frank, City Clerk


	Members of the news media


	





Council members present:


	Bill Hall, President   


	Jonathan Williamson, Vice President   	Bill Hall, Councilman


	Bonnie Katz, Councilwoman  


	Don Noviello, Councilman 


	N. Clifford Smith, Councilman	Randall J. Allison, Councilman


	Elizabeth Miele, Councilwoman 


	Randall Allison, Councilman 














