City Council Meeting Minutes of April 16, 2014

  Wednesday, April 16, 2014
  Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Wednesday, April 16, 2014 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Council President Bill Hall and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

This meeting was held on a Wednesday because of the conflict of Thursday being Holy Thursday.
     Approval of the April 3, 2014 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Mr. Allison and Mrs. Katz second and a roll call of four yes votes. There were no questions or comments.  (Vote 4/0) Ms. Miele, Dr. Williamson & Mr. Noviello had not yet arrived at meeting.
Limited Courtesy of the Floor:  No requests for this meeting. 

Bill #1624
Ordinance Amending Article 185 Bowman Field Commission(first reading)
The City Clerk read the Ordinance in first reading.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.     
Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Hall stated this is being brought forward by the President of City Council to correct probably what was an oversight with the Bowman Field Commission. We have a number of commissions in the City and just about all of them have a member from City Council as voting members. The Bowman Field Commission which probably has the most dollars spent on one of the biggest assets in the City, who does not have a member from City Council sitting on it.  This Ordinance amendment changes that. It was reviewed by Public Works on Tuesday and recommended to the full body of Council.

  Mr. Smith stated we reviewed this at Public Works and we thought it was a very good idea to have a member of City Council on the Bowman Field Commission. There is a large amount of money spending on Bowman field and do to the fact that Council is in charge of the budget, we felt that it was good to have a representative. We were glad to see this ordinance come before us. We voted to send this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments.

The ordinance was carried with four yes roll call votes.  The vote was 4 to 0.  Ms. Miele was absent, Dr. Williamson was absent and Mr. Noviello was absent.

Resolution #8329
Resolution to Approve Keystone Communities Program Grant from DCED for Streetscape Improvements in the Bro-dart Neighborhood

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mr. Smith made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

 Mr. Grado stated this agreement is for $500,000 and it comes from the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic De velopment. The City applied for this back in January. It is a 50-50 match. The local match is coming from $300,000 from the City's Community Development Block Grant budget and $200,000 from the County from the act 13 funding.  That agreement came before Council and was approved back in February 2014. We were notified that we were given the award. The infrastructure improvements that are in the Bro-dart neighborhood, improvements were identified as needs from the neighbors that we met with since last September as part of that neighborhood housing strategy plan. That includes infrastructure will work at the intersection of Bieber and Oliver. Included are curbsides and crosswalks. Also it includes new lighting in that entire neighborhood. So there is an estimate of about 934,000 for the first phase of that, we are in about $1.5 million for both phases, but we will be able to complete a lot of that which would make a great improvement in that neighborhood. Part of those funds will go to the off-site improvements. This was reviewed by Public Works and Finance.

  Mr. Smith this was brought to us on Tuesday and we know that there's going to be sidewalks, curves and ramps . The effective date will end on June 30, 2015. So, we looked of the contract and we looked over what is going to be done there. We also looked at the projected costs. We sent this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.
  Ms. Miele, we reviewed this and we asked questions about the streetscape plans and Mr. Grado provided interesting documentation.  She spoke about the bike work and asked for consideration.   We were extremely positive about this and we sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

 Mrs. Katz stated we discussed about the ½ circle that is down there and how we are going to incorporate with the Bro-Dart project.

 Mr. Grado stated the access to the Park and the Pool was one of the higher priorities.  He discussed the different paths and the design that has to be completed yet.  

 Ms. Miele asked about the vehicles that use the road between the Park and Bowman Field and wanted to know if we are addressing that.

 Mr. Grado stated Larson Design is doing a sketch and it does address the place where it accessed and managing the traffic, or even prevent it.  In such cases, we have closed the roadway during the pool hours.

There was also discussion about the school, the pickup and drops offs.  They spoke about Phase 2 and the areas identified along Memorial Ave and Stevens St.  We are addressing the lightings and the crosswalk concerns.  There was discussion about the funding.
  Mr. Hall asked if there were other comments or questions.

The resolution was carried with five yes roll call votes.  The vote was 5 to 0.  Dr. Williamson was absent.  Mr. Noviello was absent.

Resolution # 8330
Resolution Awarding the Contract for the Reach Rd Improvement Project, Phase 2B, C&D
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Smith made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

 Mr. Grado, stated we have completed this section from Arch Street to Catawissa Avenue in 2A, currently Penn Dot is advertising the next section. This section the County had provided design funds in the amount of $117,000 for the remaining section of Reach Road. This will finish Reach Road. We opened bids on March 20, 2014, HRI was the low bid and the funding for this is set aside, 50% from the City’s bond issue and the other 50% is from the County. We don't have the bid award yet, so I will be presenting that the Council at the next meeting. I wanted to at least getting a jump on the contract prepared so they will be executed when the funding agreement with the County is executed. This was reviewed by both Finance and Public Works.

  Mr. Smith, this was reviewed and this is a combination of a lot of effort and a lot of waiting. This is been weighing in our minds for many years. At one point we were fearful of the fact that one or two of the industries there, could actually pull out because the roads were in deplorable condition.  He thanked the County and stated we sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Dr. Williamson stated at the Finance meeting, we reviewed how these phases fit into the overall project. He stated we have made a lot of progress the past few years. He spoke about the condition of Reach Road play such a critical role. We did send this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation

  Mr. Hall asked if there is any questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello was absent. 
Resolution #8331
Resolution Execute Engineering Inspection Agreement, Larson Design for Reach Rd. Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Grado, this is the contact for this portion of the Reach Road improvement with Larson Design for $37,278. It is based on the time frame necessary to complete the project. We have a similar inspection project currently with them for 2A which is required by Penn Dot. This was also reviewed by Public Works and the Finance committee.
  Mr. Smith, we did review this and basically what this is all in engineering agreement which actually translates to where they are going to be the clerk of the works to make sure that everything is completed properly. There will be inspections involved with this and audits. Due to the fact that the road is in deplorable condition it has to be inspected properly. Mr. Grado does check over the hours that they spend. We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.    
  Dr. Williamson stated we met and feel that Larson did the design work and it makes sense to stick with them for this as well.  In the future, we will be sending out RFP. We send this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.  He also noted that we are right at the budget with our original amount anticipated. 

 Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello was absent.
Resolution #8332
Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Contract Amendment Between the City of Williamsport & the Amalgamated Transit Union Local 1496
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Nichols stated this resolution is to approve a two-year contract. It is an extension of the two-year contract with wages of 2 1/2%. He discussed the vacation increase from eight weeks to nine weeks and the sick leave buy back increases a $1 per year. He wanted to thank the executive committee for working with the administration in coming up but this contract well in advance to the termination of the current contract. This will once again allow us to provide affordable transportation to all. It will also ensure that the local share that is required from not only the City and the surrounding municipalities and various partners and it will not go up over the next two years. This was reviewed by the Finance committee.
  Dr. Williamson stated we discussed the details of this with base rate change being a reasonable change over the next couple of years. He explained how the vacation time will reduce the cost of overtime. This is a two-year contract and it makes sense from a planning purpose.  We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

 Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello was absent.
Sub-Division Providence Place
Mr. Knarr stated this is a proposed subdivision from LGN management, it is in the institutional zoning district. The subdivision plan proposes to consolidate two lots, One lot containing 8200 square feet and lot number two containing 7372 ft.² to the newly consolidated parcels owned by LGN management. With the lot consolidation, and the add-on, the three parcels will contain a total of 2.1051 acres and the lot that will be owned by Divine Providence will contain 16.06 acres. The subdivision went through the Planning and the County review and they made a positive recommendations. 
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the subdivision.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Ms. Miele asked about what changes will be made.
Mr. Knarr stated what it is, is the building that faces Grampian Blvd would be detached form Divine Providence.  There will be an easement agreement.

 Ms. Miele asked if we have addressed the County’s concerns.

 Mr. Knarr stated that would actually fall with the land development side of it. 

Mr. Hall asked if there was any other questions on the subdivision. He stated this will go on the tax rolls where Divine Providence was not in our tax rolls. 

The subdivision was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello was absent.
Land Development for Providence Place
Mr. Knarr stated this is the second part of this LGN Management LLC.  The conditional use was granted on October 24, 2013 with two conditions, a traffic study and a sidewalk added to the land development along Chestnut Street. As shown in the land development, the sidewalk is indicated and a traffic study was completed and attached to your records. They did go through County and City Planning Commission. There was a question from the County as far as the setbacks. 
  Ms. Miele asked why the County is advisable to apply for a variance

Mr. Knarr answered because it is going to be a land development, they look at this setback and they don't look at it as a nonconformity, they look at this setback and that has to be addressed as that. It really falls as a review whereas a zoning officer, it is my determination that it is going to continue as a nonconformity and make that determination. It is strictly a review by the County but it is up to the City.  

There was additional discussion about the sidewalks and what we can and can not require.  The sidewalk is actually going to continue all the way through.

  Dr. Williamson wanted to talk about the two conditions, it is nice to see the sidewalk is encouraging pedestrian use. It is also good to see that neighboring part. The other thing I appreciate it is the analysis done by Larson Design group, what they've indicated is why there will be increase traffic was spread over the course of the day that it will not cause any level of service problems and would not warrant left and right turn lanes onto Chestnut Street as a result of the new development.

  Mr. Knarr stated after the meeting, LGN did have a discussion with the local residents and address their concerns and I believe at that point in the neighborhood was satisfied with what the proposal was going to do it was going to accomplish with the neighborhood as well as for the city.

 Mayor Campana stated there's a host of reasons why I support this project, first of all, LGN is an established developer. It also takes a nontaxable property and makes it taxable. And number three, the City will immediately receive a check for $25,500 for building permit fees. It fills a void of single-family homeowners that want to downsize. There is a lot of positive dividends for this and I think most importantly right now in regards to the two conditions that City Council has asked the developer to adhere to, they have met them. There was a meeting with several neighbors that I was asked to attend as Mayor and they were some concerns, and the developers did work with the neighbors and they were satisfied.

  Mr. Hall stated for the record all seven Council members are now here.

  Mr. Noviello asked about the issue of lighting and how it was going to be addressed.

  Mr. Knarr answered when the construction phase begins and before they can occupy facility, and lighting will be addressed in the have to follow the zoning criteria which says about the glare. So the lighting will be tested and he and Mr. Gerardi will make sure it meets the current zoning requirements.
  Mr. Noviello asked if they could direct the lighting away…the answer yes.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this land development.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

The land development plan was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Land Development for Williamsport Area School District Athletic Complex

Mr. Knarr stated the Williamsport Area high school it is requested a land development will for a total of the hundred and 45.54 acres which is assigned to the City of Williamsport. The land development proposes to add a new track and field stadium in an additional parking lot. The land development went through both the City planning as well as the County Planning Commission's with positive recommendations.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the land development.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Smith asked if the majority is in the City and part of it is in the Old Lycoming Township.

Mr. Knarr stated 90% of it is in the City and the 10% is the actual new track and field stadium which resides in Old Lycoming Township. When you have two municipalities, both of them have to review it and approve it.

Mr. Smith asked about the permitting fees.

Mr. Knarr stated we will get the parking lot and the new stadium, Old Lycoming will get the field stadium.

Mr. Hall asked for any more questions, hearing none.

The land development was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 433 Market St – McNerney, Page, Vanderlin & Hall

Mr. Gerardi,  this is a certificate of appropriateness request to erect 3 banners, 3' x 5', banners will be placed in the outside area facing Market St and the third banner will be placed outside the facility facing with Edwin St. he attached a picture for Council to review. This was reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission on April 7, 2014. There is a representative here at if any questions.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

There were no questions or comments.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Certificate of Appropriateness – 220 W. Fourth St – Community Arts Center

Mr. Gerardi stated this is for the owner to construct an exterior platform.  The platform is triangular in shape. it would be approximately 23' x 23' and above grade and he did attach a drawing that shows size, location and colors. There is a representative here from the Community Arts Center.  There is a thorough set of drawings from the architect.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this certificate.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mrs. Katz stated that this has been a long-time coming and we are all excited about this because we always have music out there for First Friday and have the stage is really going to be an asset that area. I am also happy that it is handicap accessible, that it's vitally important that area. When do you think this will be finished?

The answer from the audience……well before August.

Dr. Williamson stated he is also excited about this project and it will be a needed addition and add to the texture of life in Williamsport.

Mr. Gerardi stated the front square is owned by the Community Arts Center. It is not going to be attached to the Sun Gazette building and they have had conversations with the Sun Gazette and both entities have agreed that there will be no problems.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any other questions, hearing none.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Certificates of Appropriateness - HARB
Item 2.  Cochran Holdings
1065 West 4th 

A.  Remove slate roof.  Repair roof deck and install black architectural shingles.  

Item 3.  Cochran Holdings

959 W 3rd 
A. Replace existing asphalt roof with black, architectural shingles, and a dark drip edge.  Install ½ round gutters and round downspouts as needed; 
Item 4.  Cochran Holdings

777 W 3rd 

A. Install aluminum fence (2 locations) at midpoints between front and rear of these properties.  Fence to run east to west.  One section between 777 and 771 and another section from 771 to the east property line.   Fence style: 2 or 3 rail with spear top points, black color

B.   Install a 6’ high block wall fence at the rear property line, east to west, from 771 to 777 West Third Street and north south between 765 and 777.  (L shape)  Install cap stone to finish top.   Parge or stucco the block and paint it a neutral color to match buildings.

C. Replace a deteriorated section of wood stockade fence located at the real property line with new stockade fence.  

Item 5.  Cochran Holdings

951 W 4th 

A. Install black aluminum fencing matching existing black fence, from hedge to carriage house.  This is in the rear of the property.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this certificates from HARB.
Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

There are no comments or questions.

The first five items were approved with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to affirm HARB’s denial at 639 Grace St.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.
Item 7.  Rameshwar Singh HARB has reaffirmed its July 2013 recommendation to DENY this work.   

639 Grace Street

A.   Install beige vinyl siding over the asphalt siding.  

B.   Paint soffit, eaves and any remaining trim - color:

C. Install white aluminum over windowsills

D.  Replace wood windows and storm windows with white vinyl windows.

E.   Reinstall K-gutter.

F.   Replace entry doors with steel 6- panel doors.  

G.  Install 6’ stockade fence at rear and west side of property.  Paint or stain: (white is not approved)
Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments on this HARB recommendation.  
Mr. Smith asked Mr. Gerardi, have they started work on this?

Mr. Gerardi stated the work was completed and he was supposed to go before the HARB board to see if he could go through with the rest.  He then stated the building has been condemned because he was in violation of this.

Dr. Williamson asked the solicitor about denying the use of this…if the owner decides stand off and leaves it unoccupied

J. David Smith answered I don't think you have exhausted one remedy because you have used another. You could then cite him again. Presumably if this action were to continue you could get more find and execute on the fine. And presumably take the building if it comes to that. 

Dr. Williamson stated you just keep giving him tickets until he does something about that.

Ms. Miele stated I think that is an excellent course of action that we have come to and I think Mr. Gerardi. A lot of members of HARB were concerned and we have a lot of issues about six months ago and we were concerned with how we were going to enforce our decision.  Mr. Singh did not attend the HARB meeting yesterday.

Mr. Gerardi answered no he did not attend. I explained to him that if he wants something different he would have to attend the HARB meeting. He would have to go to the review board to change their opinion.

Mr. Noviello asked what recourse do we anticipate him? Mr. Gerardi answered that the board expects him to come back and tell us what he intends to do, voice was inaudible………..He should take off some of the things he had done.

Mr. Smith asked when he was approached, did he have any excuses?  Did he know this house was in this historic district?

Mr. Gerardi stated that Mary made him fully aware of this, he came in for a permit for inside renovations.

Mr. Smith stated the people that came in for a permit for the exterior then someone would've told him that he is in the historic district.

There was discussion if a real estate agent tells and informs people if they are buying in a historic district.  

J. David Smith stated the seller’s disclosure statement would indicate the zoning district the property is in.

Mr. Gerardi stated he sent a letter out to all real estates in the City of Williamsport, the Fire Escrow, and the second thing is about violations in the international building code. You are to notify buyers of all violations, that's how we came upon this particular gentleman because he was selling through a real estate agency. I called the real estate agency and said you cannot sell this property unless you know that there is a violation on this. That real estate agency dropped it because he was trying to sell it to someone without letting them know.  He actually bought this house, with the idea of fixing it and living in that while he went to school and then selling it after he was done.

Mr. Smith asked the solicitor, party A sells the property to party B and there's no bank loan involved, obviously there's going to be a bill of sale, by law does there have to be a disclosure statement if it sold to an individual without the bank involved.

Mr. J David Smith answered yes, whenever a realtor involved it certainly should be this close and even if it's a private sale there usually is a disclosure. I have never been involved weather was not some kind of disclosure made.
Mr. Gerardi stated we also add to that, will have real estate agents sell properties and the owner the property will come in to say I can convert this into a duplex or a multifamily home cuts my real estate agent said its pigment do. While that might not be the case it has to be in the right zoning area. We try to get the word out to the real estate agents to let them know they really should call Mr. Knarr and say we are selling this property what can I do with it. When somebody comes in and applies for a permit downstairs, if it's in the historic district, it prints out. We know that it's in the historic district, the girls have never made the mistake on the historic district.
Mr. Smith stated so there's really no excuse of buying property in the historic district that you don't know about.

Mr. Hall stated so an affirmative vote is what is required to backup Harb, with that being said on the vote.

The HARB recommendation was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Accept for filing:

Controller/Treasurer Report Feb. 2014

Public Safety Meeting Minutes:  03/04/14

Public Works Meeting Minutes:  03/04/14

Brandon Park Commission Minutes 10/18/13

Shade Tree Commission Minutes 10/18/13

ERC Committee Minutes 03/03/14
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these minutes.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

The Minutes were accepted with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday May 1, 2014 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




      Thursday, April 17

             10:30  AM  Zoning Hearing Board








  4:00  PM  Board of Health



      Monday, April 21                        
12:00  PM  Planning Commission


                   Wednesday, April 23
  
 11:30 AM  Redevelopment Authority Meeting



      Monday, April 28


   7:00 PM  Landlord Association

      Tuesday, April 29 


   9:00 AM  Housing Needs Committee

   3:30 PM  Finance Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]










Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments from Council.

Ms. Miele had a questions on the Shade Tree Commission, have we removed all Cherry Trees?

Mr. Grado stated he knew that they were removing trees……..inaudible, not speaking at podium

Mayor Campana stated he received phone calls days ago and they were actually complaints from owners of those trees and destroying sidewalks etc. so it was a decision to remove those and they will be replaced by another tree which will be more appropriate. Mr. Wright told him there was some funding he was able to receive to replace those.

Mr. Hall asked if there was any comments from the administration, there were none. From the general public.
Mr. Scott Miller 822 Tucker St., Friday I am taking one of my vehicles and have found air work done, I'm wondering at what time the city is going to have the pot holes prepared that way I don't have to have additional work. I have had other people tell me about having tires damage due to these holes, so I think it would be great if we could get on that as quickly as possible. I wanted to get some clarification on the yard debris that's glad to be put on the streets of the city to pick up. I was understanding it was like debris and branches that broke off and tall stuff, you were supposed to put your leaves out last Fall. Not in the Spring, now frequented pick up everything please say we are going to pick up any kind regards to you and put out there. But if we are not it is in there to the residence to dispose of their yard debris properly. I would like some clarification to the public of what is and what is not allowed and if it is something that is not allowed, that property owner should have to pay to have a professional remove it or remove it themselves. Just like responsible citizens do.

Adjournment





Meeting adjourned upon motion and second to motion.  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at   

    8:53 PM.
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