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                        Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, April 16, 2015 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Council President Bill Hall and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

         Approval of the April 1, 2015 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Mr. Smith and Dr. Williamson second and a roll call of five yes votes.  The vote was 5 to 0. Mr. Noviello was absent and Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.  There were no questions or comments.  
Limited Courtesy of the floor.
There were no requests.

Presentation – Quarterly Report – Penn Strategies
Jason Fitzgerald and Laura Templeton from RETTEW.  The first thing discussed is to list the Capital Funding requests, this is a wish list, there is no guarantee of funding.  These were submitted by Rick Mirabeto and Senator Yaw to appear in the budget.  He read over the projects listed and the funding requests.  He stated the research is ongoing and we will keep making attempts.
  Laura Templeton stated we have done some research on these items and potential funding streams from various sources.  One of the most difficult is finding funding for the flood program.  Jason has an appointment with a representative from PEMA. One of the programs that I wanted to highlight is the pre disaster mitigation program. That program, in the last published guidelines did say that the repair of levees typically is excluded from that program, however; but sometimes there is an opportunity to identify a portion of a project through funding through this program so that is something we want to discuss further with PEMA.  She discussed the CNG program and stated it will be depending on the state budget which is currently being discussed in Harrisburg.  It is a program that the City and RVT have been successful before. We have been looking for funding for the Connect Williamsport, as you know the Trade and Transit II portion of that ties in with that.  There are funds available through DCED and that application is due July 31, 2015.  She spoke about the Penn Dot's alternative transportation program.  She stated we have to keep in mind how the state budget shapes up now, but under Gov. Wolfs’ budget, he has recommended to increase in this Keystone Communities program, an increase of $15 million dollars under this program and this looks to be a good fit in the East Third St. program.  Bowman field, the RCAP program seems to fit this and we will keep looking into this.  The Tiger Program is pretty exclusive and I know the City has an interest in this, the applications are due May 5 and final one is June 5.
  Jason Fitzgerald introduced a new member of his team.  He spoke about the change in administration in the State.  They have been working hard to meet with this new administration.  He stated the former Mayor of Lock Haven has been appointed to Governor Wolf’s cabinet.  They have also met with Representative Wheeland and Senator Yaw.  He thanked everyone for the calls and visits while he was in the hospital.

He appreciated the concern.

  Mr. Allison asked how restricted are the spending requirements on some of the projects that we are applying for….for example the East Third St. does not have a definitive plan.

  Mr. Fitzgerald answered that there is a lot of room because the applications can be very vague.

  Mr. Allison stated if he was going to prioritize it would probably be money for the flood protection first.

  Ms. Miele stated it would be helpful if Ms. Templeton could attend the East Third St. Gateway meeting to see exactly what they are planning.

  Mr. Hall asked about the Elm Street program and can we reapply for this program?
  Ms. Templeton answered I believe so and we will be looking into that.

  Mr. Hall also ask about the mitigation program for the pre-disaster program, so the chances of getting money for the Levy, the chances are nil, what about the Grafius run program?

  Ms. Templeton replied, there are programs out there beyond what is listed here for that type of project. There are programs with State and environmental programs.

  Mr. Fitzgerald stated the Grafius Run is mentioned as well as general flood control.

  Mr. Hall thanked them both for the presentation and stated we have another presentation scheduled for July.

Mr. Hall changed  the order of the agenda to accommodate the audience.

Resolution #8441
Resolution Real Estate Reduction

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Smith made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Grimes, this is pretty simple and straightforward, it is the Williamsport Hospital that decreased in property value and in turn decreased the taxes, and the 700 Vernon Ave, went down because he is a disabled veteran.

Mr. Hall asked if there were questions, hearing none.

Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello was absent.

Ordinance #6276
Ordinance Amending an Ordinance of the City of Williamsport Being Known as Council Bill #2868, establishing Stop Signs, Parking Signs, & Other Changes to the Traffic Code & Amending Traffic Control Maps(final reading)     Bill # 1646-15
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve  the ordinance.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Grado stated he had nothing more to add.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the ordinance in final reading.

Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The ordinance was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello was absent.

Certificate of Appropriateness – 349 Pine St. HIP Development LLC

Mr. Gerardi stated this is a certificate of appropriateness to apply a business identification signage on the front of the building. The sign is approximately 36" x 22". The owner has also requested to construct four awnings of different size, the colors are shown on the attached photos. It is called Sprinkled Sweets. There is a representative here.
  Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments and a motion to approve this.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Dr. Williamson asked for samples, but stated a congratulations and welcome.

  Mrs. Katz also stated a welcome to the neighborhood.

Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The certificate was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello was absent.

Mr. Hall stated there was no representative for  number 13 on the agenda, therefore we will not take it off the table.
Ordinance # 6277
Ordinance Designating Officer Thomas Hughes Lane (final reading)Bill #1643-15

The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the ordinance.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mayor Campana stated once again we are bringing a street naming to designate officer Thomas Hughes, we spoke about this two weeks ago, we have community support and it was such a wonderful positive evening in our city and we would appreciate your positive vote again. Thank you.

  Mr. Hall replied thank you, and asked for questions or comments on this ordinance in final reading, hearing none.

Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The ordinance was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello was absent.

Ordinance #6278
Ordinance Designating Mayor Stephen Lucasi Way (final reading) Bill #1644-15

The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the ordinance.

  Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mayor Campana stated, it is nice once again to recognize a wonderful hard-working former Mayor of the City that had a lot of great accomplishments and led the city to its positive points right now.

  Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments, hearing none.

Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The ordinance was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello was absent.

Ordinance #6279
Ordinance Designating Mayor Richard Carey Drive (final reading) Bill #1645-15

The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mayor Campana stated, lastly we would like to recognize another former Mayor from the Democratic Party. He was very instrumental in our bus system in this region. Thank you
Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments hearing none.

  Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The ordinance was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello was absent.

Resolution # 8442
Resolution to Approve a First Amendment to PA DCED Program Grant for the BroDart Neighborhood Improvement Project
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.
Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Grado, this is an amendment that is required from DCED because they have agreed to the extension of the grant as part of the neighborhood improvement project. The city was awarded a half $1 million for the infrastructure project and we are providing a local match in the like amount of $500,000, with $300,000 through CDBG funds and 200,000 through the County Act 13 funds.  Phase 1 of the project is complete, and phase 2 is currently out to bid. We are requesting and have verbally received an approval to that grant, the expiration date is June 30, 2016. This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated we passed to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments, hearing none.

Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello was absent.
Resolution # 8443
”
Resolution  Authorizing the Approval of a MOU for a “Quiet Zone”
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. Grado, this MOU is between the Seda-Cog Joint Rail Authority and Lycoming Valley Railroad and the City of Williamsport for the establishment of a quiet zone. This came about a couple years ago. We had a number of the residents in the Newberry area that live in the area come to the meeting. The railroad has to sound locomotive horns as part of the law. We have done research for quite some time and it was determined through working with Penn Dot through a safety improvement program can be funded and the addition of four quadrant gates at Arch Street and Howard St by eliminating a cross of Depot Street, hundred percent of this would be funded through the federal grant. This will be at no cost to the city.  Through all of the meetings it was determined that Depot St, would be the right street to close. This was reviewed by the Public Works committee.  Two of the things that we had to accommodate as far as is the administration and the fire department was access to fire hydrants when that crossing was closed as well as additional access which will be provided. It is shown on the sketch plan that is part of the MOU.  The only cost incurred to the city is to relocate the hydrant those on the north side of the city and put it on the South side. Those funds will be made available under this program. There are representatives from the rail authority here today, Jerry Walls and Jeff Stover.  

  Mr. Smith, I want to preface my remarks by saying this is been a real collaborative effort between the Public Safety Committee, Public Works Committee, the Seda-Cog Joint Rail Authority, and also the Lycoming Valley Railroad company. I think this project started back in 2013 and some of the residents of Newberry met with the mayor and stated, that they were awaken at all times of day and the night by the horns from the locomotive in the Newberry yard and going through the crossings at Howard Street. Subsequently, he asked for a meeting with the Public Works committee and the Public Safety committee concerning this as to what could be done. So we began looking at this and have been totally involved from day one. What had happened is the Railroad now has a lot more freight being carried on that line Through Arch St., Depot Street, and Howard Street, due to a couple of reasons which really goes back to economic development. There are more industries that we have approved of come to this Council in the past couple years and also the gas industry has really ramped up with the need for Railroad usage. The other thing that occurred was the federal Railroad administration, that the engines have to be tested to adjust their horns. Now we have the situation where the horns are louder during the day and during the night and are affecting many people. What we have decided through the Public Works and Public Safety Committees is we are going to have a meeting with the residents. Actually over a period of time we've had several meetings with a couple of the Council members attending. The first idea was to completely close Howard Street and we asked for a representative from the city administration, meaning the Fire Department, the Police Department and RVT to come to the meeting and give input as to the idea of closing Howard Street. Well, that did not go over well at all because RVT uses that street as one of the main thoroughfare in Newberry which means that they would have to go to the federal Transportation Authority for permission to change the bus route. When you look at the bus route that had been changed, they were wide enough to be able to turn the buses and the area. It was also brought up by the fire department the closing that street we create hazardous conditions which was documented to us. The closing of Howard Street was a major issue. So we went back to the drawing board. What can we do? Again, the joint railroad authority and John Grado traveled to New Jersey because the investigation in looking at other ways of sounding those horns as across to the railroad tracks, they looked at some other options. They came back and told us those options were not very good. There was still a lot of noise associated with that. We actually went and visited the location where these were in place, so that wasn't a good option. So back to the drawing board again. Due to the graciousness of these folks at Seda-Cog and the Railroads and the Public Works and Public Safety committees, started again to look at some options. One of the things that was presented was to close Depot St., so there was a discussion on closing that Street.  We found that RVT had no objection to that, however the Fire Dept. had an objection to that.  We asked to see the objection that was brought to us and obviously it was a legitimate objection.  Due to the size of the hydrant and the location of the hydrant, it was going to create an access problem and the water supply problem or the fire department. So we said okay how can we solve this? Now we're kind of on the road to solving this problem with using quad gates and closing Depot Street.  So we met with the water authority and the fire department. We came to an agreement on how that fire hydrant can be relocated with the proper size. So we were able to satisfy the Fire Department about 90% of what they requested.  We did have Penn Dot come in and what is occurring in the railroad industry, if you've been reading any of the news lately across United States, Railroad crossings are becoming extremely dangerous. What people are doing is no longer waiting for the train, they're going around the gates, and they're being hit and being killed. There has been two major accidents in the last six months at railroad crossings. We also had one earlier in another part of the county with the pickup truck being hit by a train. There were not crossing gates they are but that situation is dealt with by closing the crossing. So in essence, the federal government likes to see crossings eliminated. So how does that help us? It helps us with the funding situation. Because obviously when we found out what the cost was going to be to install the quad gates, we are looking at a lot of money which we don't have budgeted for. Utilizing the resources at Penn Dot and the other folks involved, they were able to come up with the funding to install quad gates, what is the end result? It means it is establishing a quiet zone so that they can go through those intersections without sounding a horn. Meaning that the people that live in that area in Newberry, it will be much quieter for them. But in order to have that done there are certain federal and public utility commission with the state requirements, before that can be access, those dollars that are available there has to be a memorandum of understanding between the City of Williamsport, Seda-Cog and Lycoming Valley Railroad. That is what is being brought before us this evening. One of things that is very important in this memorandum of understanding is the fact that this is understood that the city will not be responsible for any out-of-pocket costs to establish the quiet zone. The funds will come from the funds received from Penn Dot and the Authority as part of the participation. There is going to be enough funding their that were going to be able to relocate the fire hydrant without cost to the city. But it would not have come around to do this if it were not for these people including Penn Dot.  We have spent hours upon hours at the two committees as well as those other folks that I have mentioned in trying to come up with a solution. They were the authors of the solution, the city two committees weren't. We had input into it but they were the authors of this proposal of how to set aside the neighbors in Newberry. So I think that with all the time involved, and it has been a long efforts, the neighbors have become weary, but I think that what we can see now as far as their railroad goes is that we see light at the end of the tunnel on the railroad.  Once that is done, that gives Mr. Grado the authority to start placing the applications to the proper entities for authorization to install quad gates and received the funding. I think Jerry Walls would like to make a comment.  At the Public works meeting, we passed this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.

  Mr. Walls, thank you Councilman Smith for that introduction. I do wish to complement the work of John Grado, the administration and Public Works, for coming at this issue with a collaborated and cooperative agreement.    I would also in the interest of making sure we don't create unrealistic expectations, there's only two other quiet zones in Pennsylvania and we don't know because of the lack of track record, how long it's been it take for the Federal Railroad administration to truly act on the application once John Grado has filed that. Have patience a little longer but obviously we cannot control the length of time. I would also like to make members of Council aware that because of earlier discussions, it became obviously that we needed to have a further discussion with Bro-Dart, so yesterday we met on-site at Bro-Dart in Newberry, to explore what kind of efforts can be undertaken. That only for the aspects of the quiet zone, but to address the safety concerns for pedestrians that cross Arch Street and in particular the employees that come out and have to cross Arch St.  so that discussion is a nice spinoff from the quiet zone discussion.  There will be a specific traffic study to submit.

  Mr. Jeff Stover, I want to thank Councilman Smith for doing a masterful job at the two public meetings that we had. Also your history was great and we do appreciate the Citys’ effort and cooperation.  I do want to clarify one issue is, we are very fortunate with this corridor with the closing of Depot, and in the last year there have been 2 fatalities, and normally grant money is not allowed to be used for this normally, but this is put this into place for the city to apply.  We think it is a simple one and it has been scoped out, for those that are familiar with quad gates, basically you would have for gates that would seal the crossing and you would not be able to cross around the gates.
  Mrs. Katz, for people who do not realize those that don't live in Newberry, they don't realize why this is important for the citizens concerned for the noise, who could not sleep, could not have a good quality of life. To put things in perspective, every crossing, the train had to blow their whistle. I found out that the whistles blow, two long, one short, one long, imagine that every other block that was going on at that point and all the hours of the night day. I don't remember how much the traffic had expanded, there were quite a few, for people that don't understand that live in Newberry, this was taking away from the quality of life. But I do have to say for this project, the Newberry partnership did an excellent job as far as keeping Newberry residents informed of what was going on constantly. Alana Gabriel did an excellent job of going out informing the neighbors there and getting their input, as far as what they wanted in this, It is an accomplishment to see how far we've come with this in a short period of time. I do want to thank both Jerry and Jeff, Mark Murawski, and of course the neighborhood partnership that did a wonderful job in getting us to where this is at this point. Hopefully the quad zone will be there to give the citizens who live in that area better quality of life at this point.

  Mr. Hall said thank you Mrs. Katz and that Newberry partnership is one of those Elm Street projects that we have had in the past, and I have Ms. Templeton here to check into a grant for revisiting that.

  Dr. Williamson stated the context for what I wanted to say, was for the observers of Council and how we do our business, for the understanding of how we use our committees, we sort of specialized based on whatever committees we get assigned to. In my case, that meant that I work on finance issues, housing issues, and I don't work on public works and public safety issues as much as Mr. Smith and the members of those committees. So I've been watching this process, and the history that Mr. Smith just went through.   I've seen it pressed with that clearly people who have been upset with it in the beginning, and watching the work as it is unfolded and the minutes that we get from public safety, and seeing members of those committees bring the public in and work with the rail authority and work with Lycoming Valley Railroad and the administration, federal government and Penn Dot etc. To go through this series of steps that you have just outlined has been an impressive process. So I just thought that somebody who's observe this process, I think that Mr. Smith and the committees as well as all those other partners had to go through a process to figure out a solution. Hopefully we will be to the point that everyone can be satisfied. It has been an impressive evolution and hopefully we get to the completion in the not-too-distant future. Although with the caveat, we do not know how long federal government will take. I want to thank all the people involved on behalf of the citizens of Williamsport as just somebody who has been watching it a while.

  Mr. Allison stated what Mr. Smith and I had a conversation about a little bit ago as it came to the conclusion, I think that it is a great example of city government or any level of government agencies that are all working together to benefit, because it was such a difficult proposition we could've at any time said we tried and we can't do anything.  The Railroad held all the cards.  I was impressed that our Rail Authority was willing to go the distance and at no time complained and worked with all the people.  People need to see that and understand we really do all that we can to make the city better for everyone, sometimes it is a hard thing to get and work through all the obstacles. I do commend those who put so much time and effort into it.
  Mr. Hall stated he had a number of Boy Scout troops approach them with an eagle scout projects. I suggested working with the railroad to look at a greenery growth of trees, but they ended up doing a project of Ways Garden, so hopefully next time, because that's how they earn badges they can work with you.  Good work on everybody's part, Mr. Smith and members of that committee.

He asked for a vote on the resolution.
Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello was absent.
Accept for filing: 



Finance Committee Minutes 03/03 & 03/13/15



Controller’s Report 03/15



Brandon Park Commission Minutes 02/17/15



Shade Tree Commission Minutes 01/20/15
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept these for filing.

Mr. Allison made the motion and Mrs. Katz seconded it.

Mr. Hall asked if there was any questions, hearing none.
Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The minutes were carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Noviello was absent.
Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, April 30, 2015 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




Friday, April 17


  12:00 PM  Housing Appeals Board




Monday, April 20 

  12:00 PM  Planning Commission




Tuesday, April 21

  10:00 AM  Blighted Property








    7:00 PM  HARB




Wednesday, April 22

  11:30 AM  Redevelopment Authority




Monday, April 27

    4:00 PM  Recreation Meeting








    7:00 PM  Landlord Assn. Meeting




Tuesday, April 28

  12:00 PM  Public Works Committee








    3:30 PM  Finance Committee




Thursday, April 30

    7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]














Mr. Hall asked if there were any comments from members of Council.  
  Mr. Allison stated he has driven by the Memorial Park project several times and there was an article in the Webb Weekly.  We talked about this before, the initial public pools, there was no funding, the money was raised with local funding, and the Webb Weekly has an article from 1965, and it states that commission considers pool sites, Brandon Park is out. The Williamsport Recreation Commission has decided on Memorial Park as the site for a swimming pool in the western part of the city, the same time Brandon Park was ruled out as a site. Also being considered were sites in the Eastern part of the city, Young's Wood, the Armory and the school district property on Sheridan Street, (he named the person).  The member of the Williamsport foundation and it was noted that foundations gift of $100,000 for the pools providing a need for such facilities, he also pointed out that the foundation wanted some assurance that the public will support the pools if they are constructed. The number of people contributing to the pool campaign will be a good indication of the public support. Just this week, there was an article in the Sun Gazette, that South Williamsport is closing their pool. That the $250,000 cost is too much for them to bear. I just want the community to understand the efforts we are making for recreation in the city. This is a significant investment and commitment we are making to the city to give family friendly activities and keep them at the level that they have been provided. We have grants, and everything but this is going to a big part of our recreation program. We do pay for the salaries of the people to run it, and we need just as much community support as they needed back then. Maybe the money did not come in, that we are hoping to see but we need the community to understand that this is a commitment and it is a gift to the community that we hope the community will appreciate this.

  Mr. Smith stated last Tuesday night our City Police Department had its’ first open house. That certainly was a well-accepted evening by the public. The police officers there with the police dog and a couple of city paid people were tasered to show what that is like, they did and they are still alive. It was well attended and the police from what I am hearing, the officers had a great time in doing this. So hopefully this won't be the first one or the last one, hopefully we can look forward to something like this each year with different exhibits. The exhibits that were there were very nice and it really gave the public a true indication about the police department. I just want to thank all the officers that participated in that, it was a very good endeavor.
  Dr. Williamson stated he wanted to recognize the accomplishments of some youth in our city. If you will indulge me that I am a proud papa also at the same time.  This last weekend was the state finals of the Odyssey of the mind of creative problem solving competition held in Berwick.  Three teams, located in the City of Williamsport were successful and then moving on to what will be the world finals held on the campus of Michigan State University in May.  The three teams, one comes from St. John Neumann, one was sponsored by the Williamsport Lions Club, and one is coming from Cochran primary school. That is the one that my son is on, and my daughter helped to coach. I just wanted to recognize those and asked Pres. Hall if it would be possible if we could invite those kids from those three teams to an upcoming Council meeting to recognize their success. Having been successful with the regional competition, and then been successful at the state finals this last week and now will be representing Williamsport at the world finals coming up. So I think Pres. Hall said that might be possible so I will reach out to the leadership of those three teams. I am guessing all three teams will be raising funds over the next few weeks to help make that relatively expensive trip possible for the kids, so if you are interested in helping any of the three teams and those efforts, I will get that information to the City Clerk so you can give information of whichever team you would like to help.

  Mr. Gerardi stated, two comments, one, Streets & Parks will be starting their annual pickup of limbs, leaves, pants, and shrub clippings, they can be placed out on Saturday. But we will no longer pick up after May 3, so I would appreciate if the residents would have it out and have it done, so we do not have to worry about fining anyone because it does come with $100 fine. So if you are placing stuff out after May 3.

Number two, it is that time of year for that candidate yard signs, to be placed, let everybody know that the signs cannot be placed in the city or state right away which is between the sidewalk and curb. We do have most of them, but I have received some complaints. So typically we will go out and pull those signs that are in the right way. So I appreciate if you have them there, you will have to go and pull them out.

  Chief Foresman stated he would just like to thank Councilman Smith for the comments and I want to thank the general public for showing up for our open house. It was a great success. Thank you very much.

  Mr. Hall stated it was. And it was very well done. He also asked if there were more comments from the administration.

  Mr. Anderson, I just wanted everyone to know that the displays at Taber Museum, were placed into City Hall, in recognition of women's history month. We had the display that the museum had, and this month they are recognizing the RePaz band and that sheet music and instruments that were made here in the City of Williamsport.

  Mr. Hall said thank you. Any comments from the general public?

Mr. Brian Cochran, 512 W. 3rd St. in Williamsport. One of my issues is the towing issue, you set up  the Towing Association, I apologize if my lips are moving nothing is coming out, I'm embarrassed from the public., I have talked to some of you guys, this is pretty serious, a lot of this stuff. I for one have been removed from the list. Why? It was from hearsay, it was supposed to been this, and I'm saying this, the Chief is the only one that is allowed to remove me. There is a process that it has to go through, nothing has been done about this. I feel that somebody should instantaneously say he is back on, give him back his days that he has been off, it has been a month and a half that I have been off, I am not going to pay it, I already paid prior in advance so I am will never be back on again. There are a lot of issues in the contract says that must be City Council approved. The storage facility, I know for a fact that I am the only one, no one else has. The contract has says it right in there. There a lot of other things that I don't have proof to back up and I won't say, my door is always open I could talk to you and show you my proof. I know there are issues with other tow companies that have a driver, that have no driver’s license. Nothing is done about it. How about insurance? I have full coverage on my tow truck, we have to ensure it, do they have that insurance? It can be said of $1000, $20,000, we don't know I understand the police department don't know to check the insurance, but something has to be done. There a lot of other concerns that each one of you can come to me, my door is open, Chief, my door is open, come talk to me anytime.

  Mr. Hall asked for any more comments and a motion to adjourn..

Adjournment





Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Allison and second to motion by Dr. Williamson.  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at  8:47  PM.

Janice Frank, City Clerk   
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