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                        Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, April 30, 2015 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Don Noviello and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

         Approval of the April 16, 2015 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Dr. Williamson and Mrs. Katz second and a roll call of seven yes votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  There were no questions or comments.  
Limited Courtesy of the floor.
There were no requests
Welcome to Odyssey of the Mind 
  Dr. Williamson stated he is privileged to welcome and honor the four Odyssey of the Minds teams.  These teams will not only be representing Williamsport and Lycoming County, but the State of Pennsylvania to the World Championships.  I believe that there are 13 Countries represented as well as 36 States.  We are very privileged to have about 30 teams across age groups and divisions that will be representing Pennsylvania, four of them coming from our area.  Three of the sponsors are located here in the City of Williamsport, and we invited a regional friend from Montgomery, Pennsylvania, so I would like to introduce the coaches for each of the four teams.  Then the coaches will introduce their teams. One of the things I would like to say is, it is a pretty expensive proposition to get a group of six or seven kids and their parents from Pennsylvania to East Lansing Michigan for the World Championships.  I know if all the parents in the room are like me, we have spent about the last two weeks doing little but planning for this trip in trying to get the money put together to accomplish it. Therefore, I would ask Mark Maroney, our reporter to publicize what we are doing here tonight and also publicize the needs for raising funds for those trips. We are going to leave fundraising information with Janice Frank, our City Clerk so if anybody needs that information that would be the easiest place to get it.  The first team I will recognize is the team from Cochrane primary school here in the City of Williamsport. They are representing the State of Pennsylvania at the Worlds in Division I, the youngest age group, the head coach of the fighting Cochran team is Jessica Justice.

  Ms. Justice introduced her team and stated our team has solved the silent movie.  She introduced each member of the team and stated that they placed first place at the regional level and at the state level.

  Dr. Williamson introduced the next team, representing the Williamsport Lions team. They are also in Division I, and did Pandora's Box and the head coach is Lisa Winter.

  Ms. Winter introduced her team and stated our Division is I and it was problem three.  We have St. John Newman Regional Academy, Loyalsock District and also from South Williamsport.   He introduced the whole team and stated the Lion’s club sponsored us.  We have a Go Fund site.

  Dr. Williamson stated that these teams have started working on this as soon as the school year has started so they been working on this nine months now. They focus their attention on two areas, one is the long term creative problem solving and the second part is what is known as spontaneous, and in just a few minutes they use their creative skills.  The short term is always amazing, because no parents or coaches are in that room and it is amazing what they come up with and what they can do.  He then introduced the next team that comes from St. John Neumann here in the City, division three. They are pretty much high school age and they did a problem call runaway train.

  Ms. Kathy Barr, head coach thanked everybody and said it is a great honor for these kids to be recognized by their City and we greatly appreciate it.  She introduced Keith Bower, her longtime friend and coach.  This will be their fifth year that they will be attending and they worked real hard. If this is our future, then we are in good hands. They are all girls and they had to build a vehicle, they did a great job, they are great engineers and we're very proud of them. She introduced the team. 

Dr. Williamson stated there are 800 teams that will be competing at Worlds, from 13 countries and thirty something states. So, to have four from this area is quite an accomplishment. He introduced the Montgomery Elementary Odyssey of the mind team that did the structure problem.
  Randy Mcgargle, stated we are from Montgomery and we have been doing this for about eight years. We are a little bit different, we are Division I Elementary, and we are doing the balsa wood structure program. They have to build a structure out of fossil wood that is 18 g and see how much weight the structure can hold. We also have the long term program, and the spontaneous performance. He introduced each team member.

They too have a go fund me site and stated that could use all the support they could get.

Dr. Williamson stated he would like to thank his colleagues on Council for having them all here and the World competitions are May 20 through May 23.

  Mr. Hall stated that Mayor Campana is an educator and asked if he would like to give any advice to the children.

  Mayor Campana stated, as Mayor of this wonderful City, we are very very proud of the students that are working very very hard, and I actually have two kids of my own that are involved in Odyssey of the mind, and it takes a lot of hard work and commitment, not only from the children, but their parents.  I am very very proud of them. Thank you.
  Mr. Hall stated, I also had two children go through Odyssey of the mind, so to the parents I want to say, your life is made up of two dates, there is a beginning and there is an end, and a dash in between. The goal is to make the most of the dash in between and you have given these kids a head start because you were making the most of that dash. To all the parents and all the volunteers and other family members that are encouraging, great work. Thank you very much.

Resolution # 8444
Resolution Certifying Local Match for State Operating Financial Assistance
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

 Mr. Nichols, this resolution and the next requires is part of our River Valley Transit’s State Operating Financial Assistance Grant,  and in this case it is for fiscal year 2015/16 the fiscal year started on July 1 of this year. The first resolution certified that River Valley Transit will secure the required local match in the amount of $333,942 from its local partners by the end of the fiscal year which is June 30 of next year. The next resolution is a companion document, by that the City of Williamsport is to provide the required amount of local funds indicated in the resolution with the understanding that the City would get reimbursed from its various funding partners for their particular share along the same time frame as specified in the resolution. This eliminates the necessity for us to go to our 20 different partners, and eliminates all those extra documents and lists the City handling our required financial obligation. The Finance Committee reviewed this.

  Dr. Williamson stated at our review, we recognized that these were standard resolutions that we see every year. In particular it is noteworthy that the second of the resolutions, that local match that we pay increases every year as the grant increases, but the City's share of that local match has not increased for at least 10 or 15 years. So the way that that the local share is paid for, is through adding partners to the group that participates in the program. So the latest addition to the list of partners is the County. Even though it says we are paying it, and even though that amount is increasing, it is mainly a pass to make the recording of this easier, instead of 25 actual places where the money comes into the City and goes back out. We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were questions or comments, hearing none. 
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution # 8445   
Resolution by Municipality Certifying Provision of Local Match for State Operating Financial Assistance
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. Nichols stated nothing more to add except, again this shows that the City of Williamsport will provide the local funds and certifying that they will do so at the approximate dates listed in the resolution, but however the local partners will reimburse the City for their particular share which is about one third of the total.

  Dr. Williamson stated we passed this to the full body Council with positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution # 8446
Resolution:  Participation Agreement Between City, WPA & LHP Management

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. Nichols, this is to approve a participating agreement which actually was called for development for the Destination 2014 Town Center project, which was previously approved by council. These obligations as indicated within the agreement were contingent upon the approval of this agreement between the City, Parking Authority and Developer. The participation agreement is to formalize a financial commitment of the Parking Authority to the Developer and other obligations to the City such as maintenance, up town green, and obligations of the City to the Parking Authority. The Parking Authority has already approved this particular document and the document also memorializes the necessary land transactions between the Parking Authority and the Developer. It also reiterates the financial commitment of the Williamsport Lycoming Chamber of Commerce support to the project. And it also reiterates the cooperative participation of all the parties as it relates to land development and other plans, and other actions that are necessary for carrying out the development. Scott Williams is here tonight to draft the agreement and answer any questions as well as Tony Cipolla from the Parking Authority.
  Dr. Williamson stated that this looks pretty familiar because we have seen the vast majority of this, but this one has more than two parties, it has three parties, and this gets all three parties into one document which makes our life easier and it communicates effectively. There is almost nothing here, that is new to the City, there is the guarantee amount that we knew about, we knew about the City as part of that, we knew about the Parking Authority as part of this, but this document shows that they are committing to it. We knew about the commitment to maintenance of the town green, we knew about the contingencies in place basically to make sure that we have RCAP money coming in before anyone expends funds and some of the other transactions of land. I suppose the only part of this that is in any way, wasn't one of the discussions was formalizing a commitment that was made 10 years ago relating to Lot H.  there was a good bit of discussion, but we sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Ms. Miele, I was unable to attend the finance meeting, what was the background on lot H?
  Dr. Williamson, there were funds from a borrowing that came from the Parking Authority as part of the movie theater as part of the Hepburn Parking lot, but the lot was still owned by the City.

  Mr. Nichols stated, essentially the Parking Authority owned the entire Hepburn St. Parking lot and finally there were different scenarios they were pursuing, but it ended up being the parking lot was subdivided and the Parking Authority retained a small portion there and lot H was promised as a replacement.

  Dr. Williamson stated one thing if you recall that we have a sales agreement on lot H, that that would've sold from the City to a developer, the one of things we clarified that that sales agreement had expired.

  Ms. Miele, but had we succeeded in selling, then that financial benefit would have come to the City. Now that we are passing lot H to the Parking Authority for dollar 
  Mr. Nichols answered correct. Again, there is a relationship between the $500,000 and the parking lot. The transaction is saying that your financial commitment to the Developer is being satisfied that the City as an asset turned over to the Parking Authority.

  Ms. Miele stated so my understanding is initially the City’s full commitment was $3 million that we were receiving in RCAP funds, but by giving the Parking Authority lot H, that is an additional $200,000?

  Mr. Nichols answered no it is being represented by the half $1 million that the Parking Authority is giving the Developer for reimbursing the Parking Authority for that commitment.  They are reimbursing the Parking Authority. It was pledged to the Parking Authority, not only in the movie theater deal, but in the Williams St. project, the Parking Authority committed over $1 million, so we're wrapping up a lot of pledges.

  Ms. Miele do we have those pledges in writing?

  Mr. Allison stated I don't remember that being brought up when we were selling it to the party that was going to develop that, I don't remember that pledge being brought up at that time.
  Ms. Miele, we have had two discussions about selling that parcel, but I don't remember in any of the discussions resurfacing that the City did not actually own the lot anymore because it was going to be issued to the Parking Authority.

  Mr. Nichols, it has been brought in front of Council on more than one occasion because the Parking Authority has always maintained the lot, the maintenance of the lot in this and the revenues.  . It has been for quite some time and I can attest that that lot was pledged to Parking Authority as a previous land transaction and it was never followed through on.

  Ms. Miele, what is concerning to me is to a certain extent, I was comfortable with that project, receiving a $3 million commitment from the City, but the $3 million that the City had received from the State to projects related to that project, but if you are telling me in addition to the $3 million, the City is trading land to get another half $1 million put into the project, I become uncomfortable with that, because that is more money than we received.

  Mr. Nichols answered, that is not the case. This is formalizing that previous commitment to the Parking Authority. So when it passed, it was never followed through on, this time we are making sure we follow through on that transaction so that is why we are putting it into this participation agreement. This is to follow a past pledge to the Parking Authority.

  Ms. Miele asked if there was a way that we could put that in the wording of the agreement? Because I am not comfortable with the fact that I voted yes on something that gave a half $1 million extra into a project that I thought was overfunded.

  Mr. Nichols answered, that was not the intent, the intent was as you said, that is why we are putting it in writing, so it will be finally,

  Ms. Miele, I am trying to think of some new wording for number five that would say as previously agreed in 2005 during real estate negotiations concerning the cinema center construction, the Parking Authority will receive Lot H from the City. This is not contingent upon their $500,000 contribution to the project Destination 2014, rather on prior projects. She asked legal counsel if they would advise this to change to it. I am uncomfortable with the way the wording stands, because it says that the Parking Authority is giving $500,000 to the project and in return the City is given a whole bunch of land.

  Mr. Nichols, I would defer to the solicitor because he recalls vividly the pledge to the Parking Authority and it has been brought up by the Parking Authority in numerous occasions.

  Mr. Scott Williams stated he can add wording to that….the pledge was originally made by the Wolfe Administration…..voice inaudible because Attorney Williams spoke from the seats. 

  Ms. Miele stated she wishes he would, because she is very uncomfortable with the way that it reads now.

She also stated that her understanding of the financial commitment, the additional $5 million was it was committed by the visitors Bureau to the project, is it a commitment from the Chamber of Commerce?
  Mr. Nichols answered since the Chamber is the parent of the Visitors Bureau it is from the Chamber through the Visitors Bureau.

  Ms. Miele asked if legally, that is the way to go…

  Mr. Lubin stated he has not been involved because of my offices’ is relationship with the developer, Mr. Smith has been representing the City’s interest.

  Mr. Nichols state I can assure you, not only was it approved by the Visitors Bureau, but by the Chamber and the executive board.

  Ms. Miele, stated I am sure it was but I am concerned about the wording of it, if it was a contribution from the Visitors Bureau, it is not Chamber funds.  That would seem that we should replace the wording.

  Mr. Nichols, I just wanted to have something in there to recognize that the Visitors Bureau is participating, I wanted to use Chamber because technically they are the parent of the Visitors Bureau.  But we could change the wording.
  Ms. Miele stated she would prefer to change it in terms of who gets credit for financing, it is not Chambers’ dollars that are going into it, it is the Visitors Bureau, which seems only fair that they should receive the acknowledgment of that. And we should also have them as the signatory.
  Mr. Nichols, I would suggest we then make that change, on page 3 where it says confirmation will come from the Chamber.

  Ms. Miele, I would say number five should read in consideration of prior commitments to the Williamsport Parking Authority, it is hereby agreed that the land on lot H, on Mulberry Street will be conveyed to the Williamsport Parking Authority and eliminate all the reference to the half $1 million. 

In consideration of past commitments related to the cinema center, just change the dependent clause.

  Mr. Hall stated, the bottom line is the Parking Authority is owned by the City of Williamsport, right?

  Mr. Nichols answered no, it is on its own.

  Mr. Hall, whenever they sell any property or have exchange in property, does that come before City Council?

  Mr. Nichols answered no.

  Mr. Hall asked, can it be made to come before City Council?

  Mr. Lubin, the only time it would come before Council is if we had guaranteed any loans for that specific land, right now, they are a separate entity, they do not have to bring it before Council.

  Mr. Nichols, their borrowing is guaranteed by their revenue stream and not by the City, so the city has no obligation or responsibility.

  Mr. Hall asked what happens if the Parking Authority goes bankrupt? Whose responsibility is that?

Mr. Nichols answered, the Parking Authority. 
  Mr. Hall said so the City is not going to be responsible for anything if the Parking Authority goes bankrupt?

  Mr. Nichols answered no if you read other documents, all their revenues are pledged against any loan commitment.

  Mr. Hall stated so we could not put any kind of structure in here that says that this lot H cannot be sold off without our approval.

  Mr. Nichols answered well you could make that the deed restriction. That says it cannot be sold without the approval of City Council.  

  Mr. Hall asked is that a separate amendment or can it be added in a sentence or added in this amendment?

  Mr. Lubin stated it should be added into the agreement.

  Mr. Hall stated there will be two amendments that, the first one is what Ms. Miele said, well there will be three amendments, the last one stating the asset cannot be sold without City Councils’ approval.

  Mr. Lubin stated that is the best way to do it, without being familiar with the entire transaction, just trying to give you some guidance.

  Mr. Hall stated so we are dealing with three amendments before we get to the final vote., He asked if anybody had any other questions?

  Ms. Miele asked why is number 6 in the agreement?  I understand that the City is obligated to seek and secure confirmation from the Chamber, through the Visitors Bureau contribution,   but number six the parking authority and RVT negotiating and contracting doesn't really seem to play a part in anything happening in 2014.
  Mr. Nichols replied well because we hold the original lease.

  Ms. Miele, you hold the original lease on 210 Market St., but does 210 Market St. some might play in the 2014?

  Mr. Nichols answered what the Parking Authority has pledged their giving us another three years. 

  Ms. Miele, so we're getting three years in exchange for the 500,000? I did not read this amendment this way and perhaps we should re-word that.

  Mr. Nichols, this simply says in other transactions there giving us three extra years on the Market Street lease. It does not have anything to do with the financial transaction that is a separate transaction, just make sure that the developer follows through those three years in a separate agreement with the Parking Authority. It is a three party agreement that we want all of the future transactions moralize in one document.  This actually solidifies that we have it for five years because there are two option years, but during those two option years the developer could take the lot back. This really gives us that parking lot three years because it is going to take that long to develop additional parking sources that we are going to build another deck somewhere.

  Ms. Miele stated my concern as a citizen is it would be very nice to have something on that site instead of parking a sort of a vision of an entrance to Williamsport. So I would hate to see us setting ourselves up as to not have anything there for another five years, from this point forward.

  Mr. Nichols replied, another three years, and again we can terminate this…

  Ms. Miele, so this does not lock us into, it really locked in the developer. Okay. Thank you.

  Mr. Hall stated I would note for the record that five of us sitting up here saw this 5 min. before the beginning of the evening. 

  Mr. Nichols replied: this was e-mailed to all of you on Friday at 12 o'clock.

  Mr. Hall stated that is assuming that all of this read our 3000 e-mails a day.

  Mr. Nichols, well it was e-mailed by 12 o'clock, I thought there was an understanding with the City Clerk who said she was going to be out and any further items were supposed to be passed out by the substitute.

  Mr. Hall answered one of the qualities is that the City Clerk was not here on Friday, we did have a fill in.

  Mr. Noviello, he asked Dr. Cipolla and Mr. Williams if there were any other further considerations?
  Dr. Cipolla answered but his answer was inaudible, as he did not go to the podium.

  Mr. Williams stated the developer has this agreement and is awaiting to see what City Council does….

  Mr. Allison, the Parking Authority has maintained lot H and has collected the revenue from this, it was just the ownership from the land that was questioned at this point.

  Dr. Williamson stated we are approving a resolution and we're talking about an amendment to the agreement, do we make a motion to amend the agreement?

  Mr. Lubin stated you need to make amendments to the agreement.

  Mr. Hall asked for the first amendment that was made this evening.

  Mr. Williams stated the first amendment was in paragraph 5 and the consideration for lot H been change from the 500,000 from the prior commitments to the Williamsport Parking Authority by the City.

  Ms. Miele stated so the amendment would be in consideration of prior commitments by the Williamsport Parking Authority, by the City, the City shall transfer all of its right title and interest.

  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve an amendment

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the motion.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The amendment was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
 Mr. Williams stated the second amendment also had to do with paragraph 5 and it would be that revision of language at the end of the paragraph to say that the lot interest is going to be transferred for a dollar with a restriction that lot H not be sold without council approval.  
  Mr. Hall asked if they should put it deed restriction and Mr. Lubin stated that would be a proper way to do   it.   Mr. Hall asked for a motion on this amendment.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the amendment.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The amendment was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

  Mr. Williams stated the third amendment is to paragraph 7. The amendment would be that the City will seek and secure written confirmation from Lycoming County Chamber of Commerce regarding the County Visitors’ Bureau’s contribution to the multi-purpose arena.

  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt that amendment.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions, hearing none he asked for a vote.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The amendment was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any other motions for changes on the agreement, there were none. He then asked for a vote on the resolution.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution # 8447
Resolution MOU with the Federal Bureau of Investigation Eagle Task Force

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it is seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Chief Foresman stated this resolution is for an agreement with the FBI Eagle Task Force.  This will allow officers from the Williamsport Bureau of Police to be assigned to the specific task force. The FBI and the Williamsport Bureau of Police have been in discussion for quite some time in regards to the officers participating in this task force. We have in the past in a full-time capacity, we are trying to figure out how we can assign officers to part-time capacity. This is the MOU that has been drafted and it is for a time person with the understanding that we are going to participate in this as a part-time basis.  The MOU is drafted in the back if we ever wanted to have an officer full-time do this, we can do so without having to come back to Council specifically to do that. It allows officers to be deputized by the FBI after they have received clearances and training as to what the role would be with the task force. The benefits for the Williamsport Bureau of Police that we would have direct access to the FBI and access to the US attorney's office to address the city cases that will meet the criteria for the task force. Not to mention access with other investigations by the task force and other information that the Williamsport Bureau Police is not able to access at this point.  Just a reminder that our offices are enrolled as a part-time status, this will not hamper our offices primary working assignments with the Williamsport Bureau Police. This agreement was reviewed by the Public Works committee and one question was in regards to the overtime, and another one is about carrying nonlethal weapons and the last question was about liability issues operating vehicles owned by the federal government. To clarify those three questions I had talked to a member of the task force in regards to the nonlethal weapons, on page 7. Numbers 45 & 46, the FBI does specifically carrying nonlethal weapons, this suggests allow officers who have training with them to carry them with the task force as long as they follow their policies and procedures. In regards to the overtime, our officers will be still paid by the City of Williamsport unless there are specific cases adopted with the task force that would pay case by case. We would still be responsible paying our officers salary and overtime. The final question about liability, our officers will not be assigned any vehicles through the task force and primarily they will be writing with other officers who were full-time officers with the task force.  This was sent to the Public Works meeting.
  Mr. Hall stated there is no time to advertise for Public Safety meeting and Mr. Smith is the chair for both Public works and Public Safety so this went to the Public Safety.

  Mr. Smith stated, one of the purpose is what the Chief has mentioned is to give us additional resources from the FBI along with our officers working with the FBI.  Previously, we have worked very closely with the state Atty. Gen.'s office. However, due to changes in regulations and change of leadership in that office, we are no longer working with the Atty. Gen.'s office.  So, now we have the additional assistance from the FBI and with our officers, it will definitely be a very valuable commitment to the City of Williamsport. As we all know some the things that the FBI gets involved in, aliens smuggling, crimes of violence such as murder, assault, robbery, violence and street gangs and so forth. We can certainly always use the help in those areas based on what we are seeing also another communities throughout the United States. We had a discussion and we brought the three items update Chief Foresman has addressed, and before the meeting was over he gave us the answers which gave us the okay to move forward and we sent this to the full body Council with positive recommendation.
  Mr. Hall asked for any questions from Council, hearing none.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Hall changed the order of the agenda to accommodate the audience.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 47 West Fourth Street (REMOVE FROM TABLE)
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to remove this from the table.
Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The certificate of appropriateness was removed from the table with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

  Mr. Gerardi stated before he goes any further, the representative is not here tonight.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to table.

Dr. Williamson made the motion to table and Ms. Miele seconded it.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The certificate of appropriateness was tabled with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Certificate of Appropriateness – 410 East 3rd St. – RAM Real Estate Partners, LP

Mr. Gerardi stated this is to request three signs.  The first sign is a ground sign, it is 4’by 8 foot showing in the first picture. The second sign is a light box aluminum frame sign which is 4' x 8, and the third sign is basically a glass sign that is mounted to the interior of the door. This did goes through the planning commission with a positive recommendation. There is a representative here.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this certificate of appropriateness

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions for Mr. Gerardi.

  Mr. Noviello asked, the sign that is going to be lit, is that the backlit sign?

 Mr. Gerardi answered yes it is actually in the sign itself.

Mr. Hall asked for any more questions, hearing none.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Certificate of Appropriateness – 349 Pine St. – HIP Development, LLC

Mr. Gerardi stated, this is a request to paint the exterior of the structure. The main building that is shown in white in the photograph will be a lavender blue, and the trim and window areas will be a mistletoe green. There is a picture attached to the building along with the paint colors. This was approved by the Planning Commission on Monday, April 20, and we do have a representative here.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mrs. Katz stated I was just going to make a statement that the lavender blue's a sneaky way for Representative Wheeler to get his labradoodle to in that building.

  Ms. Miele asked about if the whole façade will be painted?

  Mr. Gerardi stated I would like to representative, to answer that

  Dave, the representative stated we kept with paint colors that were there in the building already, he explained where the lavender blue came from. Basically we are going to take it back to that same. So the trim going up the white columns will have some of the green in that, the blue will be restored around some of the columns.  He stated he wanted to keep the Brozman’s name in there.

  Mr. Hall asked for a vote.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 406 East 3rd St. – Keystone Realty Enterprise
Mr. Gerardi this request is to replace the existing awning that is there now, the awning is the same size shape as existing awning, it will be black with 400 Market St. in white and the front, and the Firestone building in red which was the original Firestone building many many years ago. We do have a representative here.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Ms. Miele questioned the awning is going up as Market St instead of it says East Third St.

  Mr. Gerardi stated that is incorrect on his part and he is sorry.

  Mr. Smith asked if he could identify the owner at Keystone Enterprises.

Marcy Benson is one of the owners….

  Mr. Gerardi the work is being completed by Midstate awning. We have the current owner as Keystone Realty Enterprises. 

  Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Hall then asked if there was anyone here for the HARB denial.
There was no one.

Resolution #8448
Resolution Sub-Recipient Agreement between the County of Lycoming & the City of Williamsport for $200,000 of PHARE Funds to the City for a Rental Property Rehabilitation Program in the Bro-Dart Neighborhood Improvement Program Area.
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.
  Mr. Grado, this agreement between the City and the County provides $200,000 for a rental rehab program in the Bro Dart neighborhood.  If Council recalls, as part of the housing program, STEP has been doing the owner occupied single-family we had and they have gotten the PHARE funds and that has been very successful. There are more than 50% rental and the County received a grant.  The program will provide up to $30,000 per applicant with a 15% match it does require that at least 30% of the funds be applied to 50% of the area median income tenants. The balance of the funds can be provided to the tenants at 200% median income. The program is administered by the City's Community Development office, so these are going out to contractors, they are not being done as STEP has done with their employees. With this is the standard agreement that we have executed before and it was reviewed by the Finance committee.

  Dr. Williamson, stated at our review, we noted that this was an expected agreement and we knew would be coming also including Memorial Homes.  We are now well into investing in the structure and the surrounding neighborhood and we are now into helping homeowners in the neighborhood with their property, and this adds another link in the plan that we laid out some time ago by improving the rental properties in the neighborhood. The last major piece is the owner occupied component with new owner occupied housing on the original Bro-Dart site.  This isn’t new but when you lay out a plan you see the steps coming together.  We passed this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.
  Mr. Hall asked if there other comments, hearing none.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #  8449
Resolution Awarding the Contract for Utility Relocation for the Destination 2014 Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mrs. Katz the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Grado, with this resolution we are asking Council's concurrence on an award for I. Ray Zimmerman.  On April 24 there was a public bid opening and Zimmerman was the low bid, we did receive five bids. If Council recalls, they approved the funds for destination 2014 to the utilities, for the relocation of the polls and for the wires to accommodate the sports arena and for the remaining businesses. This will provide for the transformer base. This was reviewed by Reynolds, our construction manager, it is also reviewed by Public Works and Finance.

  Mr. Smith stated we reviewed this on Tuesday and we had some technical questions of what exactly is involved and how much work this entailed. The reason why we asked this, there was quite a bit of difference in the bidding. We had found out that the Zimmerman company has worked with City before and we have not had any issues with them. We were also asked if that concrete pad that was going to be in the and who is going to install the transformers.  So, after all of our questions were answered we send it to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation. 
  Dr. Williamson stated we talked about the issue of the disparity and the original bids, we learned the same thing as Public Works.  We learned that Zimmerman will already be mobilized in the city area. We were insured that this is part of the $1.5 million, that is part of the Developers’ agreement that we were just talking about. It is also well within the budget guidelines that we received related to this part of the project. So we passed this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.
  Mr. Noviello asked, just out of courteously, I know that some of the concern here was with Mr.Congdon’s properties, and if I may, Mr. President, could we ask him to address any concerns if he has any?

Mr. Congdon spoke from the audience so it was inaudible.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution # 8450
Resolution Awarding Aggregate Bids for the City of Williamsport
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Wright stated this resolution authorizes the City of Williamsport to purchase various aggregates that were awarded through the bid process. We are not obligated to purchase anything by the quantities listed here.  They are strictly estimates given during the bid process.  The last page breaks this down with the low bidder for the product indicated in yellow. The reason for the resolution is that is the way it was laid out in the bid process. This did go before the Finance Committee and Public Works committee.
  Dr. Williamson stated that the review at finance, one of the things we asked was how are the bids are relative to prior years and they are up but they are not up a huge amount. They are within kind of inflationary amounts this year. The bids are based on materials and not every source bid on every aggregate. We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Smith stated we reviewed this on Tuesday and it is a standard resolution that comes to us once a year for a period of April 2015 through March 2016.  The quantities are based on the estimates needed by the streets department and Mr. Wright explained to us about the different bids and how they came in. When we looked at the sheet that he provided to us, the bids were very simple to follow.  Obviously costs to go up and cost of delivery do go up because of labor costs and the cost of fuel going back up again. We really looked at it for the specifications and we passed this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.

  Mr. Noviello stated I was looking at this after the fact, and I failed to ask a question that occurred to me later on.  He asked Mr. Wright about seasonal products and if the bids were bid seasonally.  
  Mr. Wright answered basically it is once a year, obviously you don't to bid for especially an antiskid during this snow season, so all the products are done at one time and usually bids go out at the end of February, first of March, and then they are received shortly thereafter.

  Mr. Hall asked for any questions or comments, hearing none.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8451
Resolution to Award a Contract for City Hall South Roof Replacement Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.
  Mr. Wright this resolution authorizes the City to enter into a contract with C&D Water Proofing of Bloomsburg, in the amount of $215,000 for replacement of the South roof structure of City Hall in Vermont Slate.  C&D Waterproofing was actually the second low bid, the first low bidder which was MidState Roofing, they did not provide the required documentation for installation of slate, they also lacked addendum number three sets forth all of the requirements and install their qualifications.  There was a letter provided stating that the City recommend C&D and all of the recommendations were checked out your favorable to their work.  Mid-State was sent a written notice that their bid had been rejected and the reasons why. The amount 215,000th is below our estimate of $225,000 so we are recommending approval. This did go before Finance and Public Works.
  Mr. Smith, this did come before Public Works for review and we had several questions concerning it as to the type of slate that was going to be utilized because if you lived in this area for many years, we found that there were two types of slate, a soft type of slate and……..(inaudible) .  The houses that have the soft Slates are falling apart and houses that have used a different kind of slate are in good shape.  We are not permitted to use architectural shingles, we have two years left on the Pennsylvania State historic board that we cannot change certain factors that involved outside of the building. Based on the fact of what the bids came in, underneath the expected amount, we decided to go with the slate.

  Mr. Wright stated that this Vermont Slate is guaranteed for 75 to 100 years

  Mr. Smith stated he was interested in knowing about the mounting of this Slate because what was used back in the 1800s were steel nails, this firm is going to be using a stainless steel mounting. Based on the quality of this slate and mounting, probably it will be here long after most of us have departed. So in years from now the next Council can worry about what they're going to put on. We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Dr. Williamson stated at our discussion, one of the things we talked about was slate as the cost over the long term of slate, there are quite a number of people who decide differently because the perceived capital cost or just because they don't want to put in a little bit of maintenance that is required or that the maintenance of slate is out of the reach. But the equation is a little bit different when you're talking about an institution of city government.  It is very likely that this building will be here and this roof will be here for the next 75 to 100 years so if you factor in that any synthetic or architectural shingle will only last for 30 or 40 years, and if you factor in the cost, even if it's more in upfront costs, it makes economic sense.  The North Side is in pretty good shape.  I want to applaud Mr. Wright for all his efforts and it does make financial sense..  So we passed this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked for comments and questions.

  Ms. Miele, it is very exciting to see the city make a decision for quality and long-term value to us instead of making a decision on what is cheap and readily available.

  Mr. Noviello stated having had some experience with slate roofing in the days of my youth I understand that there's also a value in the way in which it is applied.  So I am happy to have someone with full slate roofing experience on this job with all the referrals that came with it for this work.  It is always good to have someone who knows what they're doing do this kind of work especially on a historical building. I appreciate that and I appreciate Mr. Wright's efforts.
  Mr. Allison stated, just to put some rough dollars on it, this would be a legacy costs for roofing, so $215,000 now, we could have a shingled roof for $135,00, but with the years Mr. Wright said that we would get out of the slate roof, so it would probably have to be replaced two more times that the least. And that would amount into today’s dollars over $400,000. We are saving the future residents and government if they are still in this building, probably several hundred thousand dollars.

  Mr. Hall, asked Mr. Wright, can you remind us with the funding comes from this?

  Mr. Wright answered I believe this is the bond issue money.

  Mr. Hall, and the bond issued money is the money that we issued last year where we were told that at that time every single item that we would expand money from would come before us one at a time. And this is one of those examples. Are there any other questions or comments.

 Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted no.  The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 1.
Resolution #8452
Resolution Authorizing the Execution of Agreements for the Use of Bowman Field

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Simpson, this is a standard resolution for the usage of Bowman field for a coaches for cancer baseball game on May 30 of this year. This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated at our review we noticed that the standard agreement and one of the things that we got confirmation on from the last batch that came through that said all of the rental agreements were in May.  That was also the same time that we instituted the new peak usage charge, so by adding one additional game than the peak usage charge across all of the users in May gets spread by one more and reduces the costs for all of them. So by doing this it takes the cost off our back. We passed this to the full body Council with positive recommendation.

  Mrs. Katz, while we have Mr. Simpson here, could you give us an update on the pool?

  Mr. Simpson answered we are moving along on this project, but I have been out of town the last couple of days and perhaps John give us an update. The slide was delivered but it is sitting up there in pieces.  

  Mr. Hall asked for any other comments or questions.

 Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Certificates of Appropriateness -  HARB:
Item 2.
Arlington Valley Properties

633 Grace Street

A.
Over the existing clapboard and asphalt siding install 4” gray vinyl siding on 3 sides of the building, west, east & rear.  Do not run siding over sills & casings.  Build out sills and casings using wood, same dimension as existing.

B.
Retain existing aluminum soffit

C.
Remove asphalt siding from the front.  Install new wood clapboards as needed to repair the front wall, matching existing size and profile.   Paint gray to match vinyl siding.

D.
Retain and repair existing wood trim, porch posts and wood spindles and railings.  

E.
Install ½ aluminum gutters and round downspouts as needed.  Color:

F.
Paint.  Colors.

RECOMMENDED TO BE DENIED

Item 3.
 Green Trees Development LLC

914-916 Vine Avenue

A.
Remove existing windows.  Install beige vinyl replacement windows on the rear, east and west sides.  All arched windows on 3rd floors on these sides to be replicated with replacement windows in 2 sections with integral glass arch.  (Not in 3 sections).  Other replacement widows to be double hung, of same pane configuration as existing.  Replacement windows must fit existing openings without enlarging or reducing the openings.  All trim must be retained and repaired to original.   Match Grid style:  Color: beige

B.
Remove front windows and replace with new, wood, double hung replacement windows of same pane configuration.  All arched windows on 3rd floors to be replicated with replacement windows in 2 sections with integral glass arch.  (Not in 3 sections).  Replacement windows must fit the existing openings without enlarging or reducing the opening and trim must be retained.   Match grid style:     Paint: beige.  These are not to be wood clad.  

Item 4.
Dana Cioffi & Russell Schwartz

918 West Fourth Street

A.
Install Gaines Cast Aluminum, freestanding mailbox units with 5 square mailboxes.  

Mailbox are 12 ¼ “H x 10 3/8” W x 20-1/8"D – Install between two square aluminum 3’6” high posts with support brackets.  Black finish.      Location:  On the rear, northwest corner in a location not visible from W 4th Street.  

B.
Remove cracked concrete steps & pipe rail from rear of building.  Construct a new 8’ x 6’8” exit with:

Gabled roof with cedar shingles in the gable peak, with minimum 6” overhang, finished with architectural roof shingles matching the main roof 6” x 6” square posts Tongue & groove deck.

Wood railings around perimeter and down both sides of steps.  Match style of upper rear balcony.

Wood steps with closed risers

Lattice area not enclosed or enclosed with framed, tightly woven wood lattice.

C.
 Rebuild cellar entrance at rear (next to new stoop).  Repair falling foundation and cheek walls with block.  Replace wood hatch door with new wooden door, same style & appearance.  

Item 5. Tabernacle Baptist Church

911 West Third Street

A.
Install new roof on existing brick church.  Heather Blend, Architectural Shingles.

B.
Construct a 10’ x 30’ attached addition on the south (rear) west wing of the existing building.  Match roof pitch, roof style, height, brick, trims, window and door styles of the existing building.  

Item 6. Williamsport College Housing

833-835 West Third Street

A.
Repair rotted wood trim with wood to same as original and prep building for painting.  Repaint building same colors as existing – Light Gray body, dark gray trim with light gray accents

B.
Remove existing asphalt shingle roofing.  Replace with Moiré black architectural shingles.

C.
Install new ½ round gutters where needed.

D.
Install smooth vinyl siding on a rear third floor wall section that was covered with asphalt OSB, shingles and tar paper.  Match existing color

Item 7. Williamsport College Housing

322 – 324 Susquehanna Street 

A.
Remove standing seam roofing and remaining slate roofing.  Install slate gray Landmark architectural shingles

B.
Install new ½ round gutters where needed 

Item 8.  Williamsport College Housing

941 West Third Street

A.
Construct a one story addition on top of the existing brick building   Match existing brick,  trim, window styles.  Flat roof.

B.
Construct a new 40’ 6” – brick faced 3 story structure with a glass enclosed stair/elevator tower.  Location-east of the existing wing.  Match existing brick,  trim, metal window and commercial door styles. The new structure is roughly 42 ft wide, 40 ½ ft high, and 168 ft long.   The final design should be submitted for review

Mr. Hall read all the items except for item 2.  He asked for a motion to approve these items.  
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments, hearing none, the vote.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The certificates of appropriateness were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Hall then addressed item number two and read it.  He stated that the HARB Board denied this request.  He asked for a motion to approve the HARB recommendation.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Lubin stated the motion should be to approve the HARB recommendation to deny.

Mr. Hall stated the point of the vote is that we want to support HARB, so if we vote yes will support HARB denying the application.  He asked for a vote on the motion for item two.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The certificates of appropriateness were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Hall stated the vote was support HARB in their recommendation of denial for the record.
Accept for filing: 



Water & Sanitary Meeting Minutes 01/28 & 2/25/15



Bowman Field Minutes 03/10/15



Recreation Minutes 03/23/15 



Public Works Minutes 3/31/15



Finance Reports Dec 2014 Draft



Finance Report March 2015

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these minutes.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions, hearing none.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, Mr. Hall voted yes.  The minutes were accepted for filing with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Hall stated we have an executive session in the matter of litigation immediately following this meeting.

Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, May 14, 2015 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




Monday, May 4  

  12:00 PM  Planning Commission




Tuesday, May 5


  12:00 PM  Public Safety Committee




Monday, May 11

    4:00 PM  Recreation Meeting








    6:30 PM  Citizens Corp meeting




Tuesday, May 12

  12:00 PM  Public Works Committee








    3:30 PM  Finance Committee




Wednesday, May 13

    3:30 PM  O&E Pension




Thursday, May 14

    7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]


Mr. Hall stated that brings us to the end of our meeting, are there any comments from Council?

  Mrs. Katz stated I passed out to everyone here on Council about Arbor Day, it was held on April 24 and it was a fantastic ceremony everything was wonderful and they are keeping up with everything. They are keeping up with the trees and the planting even though we had some miserable weather, even so, it was a beautiful ceremony.  
  Mr. Smith stated that he noticed that Mr. Wright has left the meeting so he is asking Mr. Grado or Mr. Nichols if they could ask John Markley to please start the air-conditioning in this room.  Two weeks ago, it was extremely hot so if someone could please tell him.

  Mr. Hall said thank you, any comments from the administration?

  Mr. Gerardi stated, two comments.  One, the City administration extended the leaf/brush pick up until May 10, so we have an extra week.  Also my department has been going around moving political signs which are in the right-of-way between the sidewalk and the curve.  Come Monday or Tuesday, we will contact the candidates and let them know that the signs are down in Codes and they can come and pick them up.
  Mr. Hall answered thank you Mr. Gerardi, any other comments or questions from the administration? General public?

Motion to adjourn?  

Adjournment





Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Allison and second to motion by Ms. Miele..  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at 9:14 PM.

Janice Frank, City Clerk   
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado 
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