City Council Meeting Minutes of May 1, 2014

 Thursday, May 1, 2014
Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, May 1, 2014 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Don Noviello and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

     Approval of the April 16, 2014 City Council Meeting minutes & Special City Council minutes of April 24, 2014 were approved upon the motion of Mrs. Katz and Dr. Williamson second and a roll call of seven yes votes. There were no questions or comments.  (Vote 7/0) 
Mr. Hall asked the television cameras to move back behind the center table with the advice from Norman Lubin.

Limited Courtesy of the Floor:  No requests for this meeting. 

Ordinance # 6257
Ordinance Amending Article 185 Bowman Field Commission(final reading) Bill #1624
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Mr. Hall asked if there were further comments, hearing none, a vote was taken.

The ordinance did carry on second reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Hall elected to move the order of the agenda and moved down to Items 12, 13, & 14, Certificates of Appropriateness because the representatives were in the audience.

 Certificate of Appropriateness – 460 Market St.
Mr. Gerardi stated this is a request for the property located at 460 Market St. The owners request is to attach five business identification signs onto the structure. One of the signs will say Williamsport building, there is a non-illuminated white plastic letters, there is a copy for Council to see it. There were also be three signs which will be Susquehanna Bank, they are internally illuminated, LED lighting, and one sign is a non-illuminated wall plaque with changeable aluminum inserts.  There were several sheets showing location and the types of sign. There are representatives here.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was second by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Smith asked about the sign to left of the Williamsport Building, did it have to come in for approval?

Mr. Gerardi answered no, that is a construction sign, it is a temporary sign, most jobs sites have it, it is usually there for 30 to 45 days and then they are asked to remove it.

Mr. Hall asked if there were other questions, hearing none.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 220 West Fourth St

Mr. Gerardi, this is a certificate request to hang a 16 inch tall I-95 inch long, double-faced illuminated sign under the existing canopy. The picture is attached with color size and location. All three of these certificate of appropriateness to go through the Planning Commission with a positive recommendation. We do have a representative here for this one also.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Ms. Miele stated she liked the pedestrian oriented the signage, and it was nice to see and will be interested to see how it will look.

Mr. Hall asked for any questions or comments hearing none.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Certificate of Appropriateness – 170 Pine St.

Mr. Gerardi stated this is a certificate of appropriateness. The owner has placed a large chair on the roof of the structure to add to the City of Williamsport skyline. Attached a copy of what it looks like, the color of the chair is yellow, and the size of the chair is noted. This chair is visible from the Beltway and via Bella, it faces that direction. We do have the owner here if you have any questions.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson. 
Ms. Miele asked in our ordinance, do we address furnishings?

Mr. Gerardi stated we are looking at this as decorative in this area.  

There was more discussion and comments on this big chair…everyone seemed to like it and enjoy the picture attached.

Mr. Hall asked for more comments or questions, there was none.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8334
Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Grant Agreement between the City of Williamsport & the Pennsylvania Department of Community & Economic Development
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Grado,    this authorizes the City to execute a grant agreement between the City and the Department of Community and economic development for the grant funds that we were awarded the Williamsport's Old City Business District Planning Grant.  We applied for this grant back in February, it is a 50-50 grant but there is a participation with Lycoming College who has agree to also provide $25,000 is part of a local match for the planning activity for that part of the central business district. It is in the east of this district by Lycoming College. When he sent the packet out he had hoped to have the grant contract on Monday or Tuesday, we did finally receive it but it is not in my hands yet. I have not received it in time for tonight's Council meeting.  It identifies the scope of work to be done which will be done over the next year. There is a market analysis, a visioning and scenario building and finally a master plan. I am asking that the resolution be amended to authorize the execution upon review and approval of both he and the solicitor. It was reviewed by Finance Committee earlier this week.
Dr. Williamson made the motion to make an amendment to add to the end of the resolution, subject to review of the grant agreement contract, review and approval of the grant agreement contract by the city solicitor and the city director of community and economic development.  

Ms. Miele seconded it.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the amendment.

The amendment to the resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

  Dr. Williamson stated this is a standard contract coming with no surprises, and we also heard at our meeting from Kim Wheeler at the Finance meeting, that the County is rendering their in-house services for this.  Lycoming College’s President was also there to reaffirm the relationship.  The Mayor stated he is putting an RFP out for the East Third St. Commission.  With all of that being said we passed this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Allison wanted to state that the combination of ERC commission worked on some of the framework for this.  He wanted to reference the purpose of this.  This plan will establish a community vision and developmental strategy that one body short and long term implementation plans.  He feels this is significant because this will be the first time we will have a targeted plan for growth and enhancement while leaving it to the advancement of an educational system. This is the oldest area of the city and where the city actually, some of the foundation is, the oldest building is there. It relates to our history which is important
  Mr. Noviello also suggests that this is proper and fitting that we look at this old city scenario, it is the foundation of our roots and it is a nice opportunity to the knowledge of that and I hope some of the history will be brought out process continues. He wished to thank all the parties that are involved.

  Ms. Miele was particularly impressed with this portion of the efforts, we applied for this grant just a few months ago and we have gotten a positive response and we are able to move forward very quickly on this.  We have some new faces in the Community that are interested in being active and some old faces that will contribute a lot to this project.
  Mr. Hall stated we are looking forward to this and we hear the RFP will be out and we will start in August.

He then asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution # 8335
Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Funding Agreement Between the County of Lycoming & the City of Williamsport for the Reach Road Improvement Project, Phase 2B, C & D

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

 Mr. Grado, this resolution authorizes the execution of the funding agreement for the remaining sections of Reach Road. The partners section 2A is next on the agenda. Last meeting, Council awarded the contract to HRI, this was subject to the execution of this agreement. The County of Lycoming is a major participant in this. This includes N. Reach Rd. and Reading Ave. and the sections from Catawissa east, and also includes the extension of the Fox Hollow Run culvert.  We had awarded that subject to this and the revised agreement reflects the costs which includes the inspection services from Larson Design.  The original one had a water line that needs revised.  The total cost is $1,045,258. Is being shared equally between the County and the City of 522,629.00.. The County to pay for the $117,000 for the design costs also for this project. Bill Kelly is here from the County.  This also went to the Finance committee.
  Dr. Williamson stated in our review, we are calling this the Reach Road remainder project. In this case we are able to combine four phases all into one and be done with this project.  We sent this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation. The key to note is only talked about the combination of these projects last year we came up with the number and I think that number was 1.3 million and we are within that budget.
  Mr. Smith stated there is one thing we need to know, the city estimates completion of the Reach Road project by March 31, 2015. If this is passed tonight it will take a while so please be patient.

  Mr. Allison stated due to the condition of Reach Rd, it had to be done and we had to find a way to do it.  That is why he is extra grateful to the County.

 Mr. Hall asked for other comments or questions.

The resolution was carried seven yes votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution # 8336
Resolution Awarding Contract for the Reach Road Improvement Project, Phase 2A

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Grado, we are asking concurrence of this award to HRI, there was a public bid opening conducted by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation. There were two bidders and HRI was the low bidder the two at $567,139.  It was higher than the engineers estimate, however was within 10% and we do have a letter from Larson concurring with it. It is also reviewed by Penn Dot's Department. They both recommended this award. $330,000 was coming from the appellation of regional commission and the balance of the funding 237,139 which is from the City which is in the budgeted amount. Our contract was good till March but our intent is to have all four sections completed by the end of this construction season. So by mid-October we hope to have all of that completed.  This was reviewed by the Finance committee.
  Dr. Williamson stated at our review, the discussion was a little bit about the reasons for why it came in over the estimate and it was noted that it is within the normal 10% rule.  In addition it did come within the budget limited amount that we had under the bond borrowing. The other thing we took note is that both bidders were respected contractors that the City has worked with in the past.  We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Smith asked questions about the list of materials.  He asked about a micro computer back up.

  Mr. Grado stated that is a requirement of every inspection, there is a computer for all to put in costs and there is a job trailer there for every project.  This computer is for the City’s inspector in the job trailer to monitor and administer the project.

  Mr. Smith asked where the computer goes after….so we are buying a computer for the contractor and he thinks that is something that needs to be looked into for these projects.  Maybe at a Public Works meetings, we should discuss that with Penn Dot and find out why that is required.

  Mr. Hall asked for any more questions.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8337
Resolution Authorizing the Execution of Change Order #1, for FEMA Levee Certification, Phase IIB

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Wright, this resolution is to provide for two components to the Levee certification, the first component would be $21,900 which is to incorporate TV inspection of the Levee cross pipes. Every pipe that goes under the Levee goes through is to be inspected.  This is actually a partial amount where it is an investigative stage to see if there's any blockages, the breeze or anything like that which we would have an opportunity to clean out. I don't think we are going to find that much but also there will be a report issued as part of that. This will also, more or less satisfy the Corps of Engineers because they have been after the city for the past couple years to get this done and it is to ensure our operational status of the project. The second part of this amendment would be to finish what was part of the Levee test board and scoping study. There were water pipes that went up over at the last treatment plant. We need to drill team to come back in and finish that, we need 6 test boards. I have been in contact with the sanitary authority to recoup these costs. I cannot confirm 100% that we will get the entire amount, but I feel they will participate to a certain degree. This did go before the Finance committee. 
  Dr. Williamson, this is the closing and in the end stages of this recertification process and so it is part of something that we re-sign ourselves to this a couple years ago. Mr. Wright built this into the budget that was approved by City Council last December. This is available funds for this purpose that was anticipated at that time. As he says we all hope they don't find anything so that this can be pretty much the end of the cost of this project. We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Smith stated this should have come to the Public Works Committee.  One of the discussions, concerning this $7000 cost, it was due to the fact that according to the paperwork that there is a drain pipe going over the Levee, do they have to get permission from us to do that or can any contractor play something over that Levee, without somebody approving it.

  Mr. Wright answered that did go through the Corps of Engineers and it was approved.

  Mr. Smith asked if DCNR and DEP approved discharging this type of water?

  Mr. Wright stated he is sure it was approved because it is basically clear water.

  Mr. Smith also asked if we are still going to come within the budget.

  Mr. Wright stated, so far, we are and if something else comes up…….right now, he is going with the budgeted amount. We had built in $30,000 in the budget per the AMEC suggestion.

  Mr. Hall asked for any more comments or questions.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8338
Resolution Awarding the Contract for the Bowman Field Roof Replacement Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

 Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Wright stated this resolution is for installation of a new roof system for the canopy on Bowman field in the amount of $116, 648.00.  We put this out for public bid, we had three bidders. The first low bidder was that 75,133.00, this through their bid a day after the bid openings. They discovered a mathematical area. The second low bidder was Rob’s General Contractor from Shamokin, PA.  Reynolds construction management estimated the project cost at $120,000-$130,000. This is slightly less than that. The canopy roof was part of the 2000 Bowman field renovation project, there was a 25 year warranty roof material put on that at that time. We have gone through about 13 years since then and there is premature failure on the underlayment wood that has deteriorated.  Reynolds Construction prepared this and will make sure that this roof will go another 50 years, this has a 50 year warranty. This did go before Finance.
  Dr. Williamson stated one of things we discussed was the premature failure of the work that is about 14 years old and what recourse we might have. Mr. Wright indicated we are still looking into potential recourses. However the installation company that put that in is no longer in business so there is likely there is not much that can be done. He feels the work that will be done here will both repair and replace all of the damaged wood and of course replace the roof in such a way that one it will not recur, and two it will also be be entire costs that we could anticipate very likely because there's been quite a bit of exception work to see how much damage has been done. It is unfortunate but it is something that is both a public safety issue and we have to stop it now before it presents any safety issues.   We will have to reorganize our financial plans to maximize the amount of dollars that are left in the Bowman field account. With that said we sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Smith asked if we had knowledge about Rob’s General Contracting Company.

  Mr. Wright stated that Reynolds went through this bid with a fine tooth comb and are going to assure us that the job will be finished and done correctly.

  Mr. Smith asked, Since Reynolds is in Harrisburg, who is going to be the Clerk of the Works.

Mr. Wright stated, they have done RVT projects, etc., and to his knowledge, back in 2000, there was no inspection.  Mr. Wright stated that both he and Mr. Gerardi will oversee the entire project.

 Mr. Smith had reservations about this company in Harrisburg, and wanted them to provide for us how often they're going to inspect this and when. He did not want to get into a position where we are not really protecting ourselves.

 Mr. Wright stated he intended to inspected as well and will be on site when the work is being done. Under his watch, he will guarantee that the roofing is done correctly. Mr. Gerardi added with that process, there is a permit that is applied for and he will also be doing the same thing, inspecting the materials and making sure that things are done correctly.

Mr. Smith stated that between the two of them he would feel comfortable that.

  Mr. Noviello asked for a start date and end date.

Mr. Wright answered that we are looking to start on May 5, and we are looking to be completed by June 7.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any more questions.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8339
Resolution for Bowman Field User Agreements

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. Simpson, stated this is a standard agreement for the use of Bowman field, and named the applicants.

 Mrs. Katz asked if the users will be able to use the field if they are not ready with the roof.

Mr. Simpson stated that he's had conversations with Mr. Wright and they are working together to make sure that the games will be played and they will section off the section that is being worked on.

 Mr. Noviello asked if we would be able to look at this as if there would be no construction being done while we have visitors in the field?

 Mr. Simpson replied yes most of the construction what happened during the day, these games are at night and in the evening. Usually teams do not get there till 4 or 4:30 and games are played at 5:30 and 7:00.

Mr. Hall asked if there were more questions.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Accept for filing:

Public Works Meeting Minutes:  03/18/14

Brandon Park Commission Minutes 03/18/14

Shade Tree Commission Minutes 03/18/14
Month End Financial Reports, Jan. Feb. & March 2014

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept these minutes for filing.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

The minutes were accepted with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday May 15, 2014 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




      Monday, May 5                        
 12:00 PM  Planning Commission


                   Tuesday, May 6

  
 12:00 PM  Public Safety Committee



      Monday, May 12


   3:30 PM  ERC Committee








   4:00 PM  Recreation Committee

      Tuesday, May 13 


   9:00 AM  Housing Needs Committee






 12:00 PM  Public Works Committee

   3:30 PM  Finance Meeting



      Thursday, May 15

              10:30 AM  Zoning Hearing Board








   4:00 PM  Board of Health




 


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]






Mr. Hall stated at this time we have comments or questions from City Council.
Mrs. Katz stated she would like to thank everybody who participated in all the cleanups that went on in the City last week, she thought it was wonderful and everybody did a wonderful job and the participation was incredible. The other thing she wanted to remind everybody was tomorrow is First Friday, come out and have fun. Williamsport Area School District is the entertainment for the evening.

Mr. Hall asked for comments from the administration.

Mr. Gerardi stated he wanted to make sure that the residents of the city remembered that they have until May 20 for the yard debris, branches, so forth and after that, …….inaudible, after the 20th, it is his job to go out and make sure that it is not there anymore and citations will be issued.

Mr. Hall asked for any comments from the general public.  Before that, there is an Executive Session following this meeting in the matter of personnel and negotiations immediately following the Council meeting. So right now, we have time for people to speak on any topic related to city business, and if you do have any comments you will be asked your name and the topic of which you wish to speak. 
  Scott Miller 822 Tucker St. Last year we resurfaced part of Hughes Street, driving up there we already have cuts going in the street. We somehow have to make sure that the sewers, water line and gas line under the street is in good order before we pave the street. It just irks me that we paved the street and not even a year later we are cutting holes in the darn thing.
  Natalie Tiery, Franklin St.  I am a concerned citizen of Williamsport. I started a petition that has 242 signatures. We are petitioning the removal of the basketball hoops at Memorial Park. I believe that the hoops belong to the City and the residents there. I think it's wrong to assert that the alleged drug problems in the Park are due to the use of the basketball hoops. I believe that instead, I suggest putting in sufficient lighting, additional trash cans, and I will volunteer with a group of 300 citizens following me to pick up trash in that area.  She gave the petition to the city clerk for the record.

  Irish Griffin, 1546 W. Fourth St, first of all I would like to say when I start getting excited my voice goes up. The comment on the video that we saw the other night at Town hall, that video did not have anything to do with anything with Memorial Park. That was just a guy, ignorance is not knowing, that was just a guy who was ignorant that made that video on his own. It had nothing to do with the Park. Also I went to say that, to the Mayor, that it was said in the paper, that I said he is racist. I did not say that he was racist, I said what he was doing was racist. And because he was targeting African Americans., To me that is racist. He said he was doing his job and his description, was that he was to stop killing. I don't understand where he gets that from, to me that is acting racist.

Mr. Hall asked that she would stop with the personal attacks.

  Ms. Griffin answered him by saying she was sorry this was a different place she will calm down. I just want to get some points across. I don't mean to personally attack but it has to get out there. You have some guys that sell drugs, and wherever they sell them it doesn't mean that all these guys at the park do that. So why punish everyone, why punish everyone by taking hoops out like that. Then there were some pictures taken in the Thursday evening paper, on page 6 there was a pile of trash taken there, and that pile of trash was deliberately put there and the picture was taken. In that was sent by the head of recreation because it seems like he is the head of recreation, you would think that he would be in in having some kind of recreation for the children. I don't see the recreation is having for all the children of the city. I just want to say also, I go to the Cross Cutters games, the Mayor says there are drug activities that he sees, he seen all this stuff and if he was the Mayor why didn’t he deal with the issue at that time. Why didn't he just dial 911 and let them know what was going on down there instead of this. He took pictures of the garbage that they personally put together in the park and you have those pictures to show, where are the pictures that you have to show for the needles in the bag that you put in the street. In the Park, you have 50 guys playing down there a day and in the last few weeks, Spring has finally come, and you had the recreation city, that cleans that once a week. You can go to other cities in the park in the neighboring areas, and they don't have as many people in the park as we do. Another thing, they have signs there, we don't have any signs the Memorial Park. It says no littering, no skating, no cleanup after the dark, just signs to that part, let them know. No profanity. If you want no profanity put signs out there for them. No littering, put signs up there. If the policeman come around there just walk around. Just wants, why they are playing, I guarantee you all the activities that are being seen and being done, will calm done and they won't be happening. That is all we need is for the police, right now you can go the Park and see a police car sit down there now. So you find a police car sit down there now, since the park has been shut down you have a police car sit in the park every day and doing nothing. I asked the police officer is matter-of-fact last week why you sitting here now, why sitting here now? He said because he can not sit there when the courts are up because they won't do anything. I said well that's the point, you want to sit here so they won't do anything. So anyway I have a lot more to say that since my time is up I will say thank you for hearing them.
  A…..Crawford, 604 Walnut St, I'm here in representation of the use of the city concerning the basketball courts also. I am a part of the congregation inside the City of Williamsport and a lot of our youth utilize a lot of the recreational facilities. What I would like to attribute it to that is that the universal bio is no child left behind. Where is taken these hoops away from our children got a leave them if the city is not willing to help them exercise access energy through recreation, sports and exercise. Would they prefer to see it full of prisons and empty playgrounds is my question. For a lot of the children, that is an outlet for them, playing basketball sports or whatever. To me I think that the lack of this opportunity will give them more time for mischief. So I am just concerned what's going to happen to them being deprived of this privilege. Thank you very much.

  Allison Hersh, 1423 Rural Ave, I wish to talk about the hoops. It is kind of odd that such a single a small thing has created such a commotion, but it just goes to show you with the dismantling of the basketball court has meant to people. It signifies a great deal there has been a lot of discussion about drugs, a lot of discussion about race, racism, none of that has really has anything to do with basketball. But basketball has become a symbol of things. What I see now is that the city could be at a really important turning point that we could use this opportunity as residents and as leaders of the city to have an open discussion, not just about heroin use which is certainly a problem but also about racism. Which is also a problem in our community. We may not see it, I myself have to be educated constantly, I am white I have the privilege of being white and sometimes I have that privilege and I see it. I can do something in my car and not get stopped, a black person does it, especially a young black male does the same thing in his car and get stopped. There is a perception at least of racism in this community that I think we need to have an open discussion. We have a very small radio station, WXPI radio station, community radio and last night Bill Miele was on as the host of the legal hour and he issued an invitation which I'm sure he will follow up with phone calls. He issued an invitation to the Mayor and to the police chief to come in a present their side of the story over the radio and also an invitation to Irish and any other concerned citizens to present their point of view. Then a third show to have both groups on the radio to talk about, to talk with each other. That is something that really hasn't happened, everybody has been talking at each other but we like the issue that invitation from WXPI with Bill Miele moderating, it is his invitation actually I am just echoing. We really need that kind of open discussion in our community and a lot of good can come from this seemingly minor incidents that's blowing up into a huge thing. Thank you.
Mr. Hall thanked everyone and asked for a motion to adjourn.

Adjournment





Meeting adjourned upon motion by Ms. Miele and second to motion by Mrs. Katz.  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at   

   8:46    PM.
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