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      Thursday, May 12, 2016





    



                                Williamsport, PA
Council Vice President Randy Allison brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday May 12, 2016 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Joel Henderson and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Approval of the Williamsport City Council minutes of April 28, 2016 were approved upon a motion from Mrs. Katz and a second from Mr. Henderson.   All were in favor.  The vote was 5 to 0. Dr. Williamson was absent.  Mr. Smith was absent.
Limited Courtesy of the Floor

There was no limited courtesy of the floor.

Bill #1667-16  Ordinance #6301
Ordinance Amending Article 199 (East Third St. Gateway Revitalization) (final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Allison asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.     
Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.
Mr. Allison stated this was discussed and there is nothing more to add.  He asked for a vote on ordinance.
The ordinance was carried in final reading with five yes roll call votes. The vote was 5 to 0.

Ms. Miele vote yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes. 
Resolution #8551
Resolution to Expand the Boundaries of BroDart  Neighborhood Improvement Program Area

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Allison asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

 Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.
  Mr. Grado stated what we are asking Council tonight is a concurrence on the expanded boundary map for the Bro-Dart district.  As part of the Bro-Dart Neighborhood Improvement Housing Strategy from 2012, the area that was originally founded by Memorial Park on the West, Berber St on the East, W. 4th St. on the south, and the homes along Memorial Avenue were part of an improvement plan with the Bro-Dart Brown’s Field Program that included infrastructure work in that neighborhood, meetings with the neighborhood as part of the new group. Part ownership was with the County of Lycoming, STEP and Habitat for Humanity.  STEP had done the Homes in Need program, they have really exhausted all of the uses for that, these are owner occupied single-family homes that meet the requirements of FAIR.  The intent is to expand that from the area of Berger St. to Grier St,  on the East, Park Avenue on the north, and W. 4th St. on the south. This adds about 377 additional potential residential units that could be applying to step for this program. This also opens up for additional funding as grants become available for similar infrastructure improvements.  The reason this was selected is it really surrounds the pajama factory.  This was reviewed by the Housing Needs Committee.

  Mr. Noviello, stated Mr. Grado made a presentation with Kim Wheeler from the County, Mark Rucinski and Stephanie Young from the City.  This really didn't seem to me much of a challenging decision. We had a walk into the area of improvement that were already done and he stated he was very pleased with what had been done. There were new sidewalks, and new steps, banisters on porches, etc , you will see that the new area encumbrance about twice the area that was originally done. We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

 Mr. J. David Smith stated the date in this resolution should read 2013 instead of 2016 and no amendment is needed, we are correcting this as a typo. 

  Ms. Miele asked Mr. Grado is STEP is intending to pursue more FAIR funds in 2016?
  Mr. Grado answered as they become available, we have applied for façade grant funds using the same designation so that grant is actually in process. Yes I think the intent is to create the same momentum as we did before.  The County has to apply for FAIR funds on our behalf.  We still meet as a Steering Committee to continue funding.

  Mrs. Katz stated from Beeber St. to Fourth St. looks fantastic and hopefully we can get more funds to keep dressing up that area.

  Mr. Allison said there has been a question about why we didn't go N. To High St., we didn't because to strengthen our request with the state, we really have to have a plan and a target to plan.

  Mr. Grado stated we still have programs that are City wide and we can accommodate some of the issues and use CDBG funds.    
Mr. Allison asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with five yes roll call votes. The vote was 5 to 0.

Ms. Miele vote yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes

Resolution #8552
Resolution Consolidated Grant Application to File Application & to Certify Local Match

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Allison asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Henderson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Katz.

  Mr. Nichols stated this resolution and the next two relate to River Valley Transit’s Annual State Operating and Capital Assistance grants. The first resolution certifies that the City will provide the required local share in the amount of $3,226,882. As requested by the Finance Committee, I handed out the description of the various capital projects that are part of our funding requests. These are the projects we feel will be funded based on our discussions with Penn Dot leading up to the submission of our application. The projects include four more CNG buses which would bring our complement up to 14.  Penn Dot indicated they may increase the number of buses they would fund to eight because the project has been very successful and we have demonstrated a lot of cost savings. So to have 18 CNG buses by next year is far ahead of what we ever thought would be a conversion to alternative fuel equipment. Also included are our engine overhauls for our hybrid buses, there is a resurfacing project, and the final allotment first state funds for the Trade & Transit Project and also a budget for support equipment related to the Trade & Transit Project for the other facilities in the downtown. The timing of this application it is being driven by the release of our federal fiscal year 2016 apportionment. So the matching funds to the state funds are now available. The second and third resolutions relate to RVT's Annual State Operating Financial assistance, and in this case it is for the fiscal year beginning July 1 of 2016.  The first one states that the city will provide the required local share with the understanding that we will be invoicing the various municipalities and other partners served by RVT to reimburse the city. Once again there is no increase in the local share not required, and this is been the case for 20 years. It is because of our ability to add new partners as we go along, thereby keeping the local share the same as existing partners. The other resolution certifies that RVT will use the allocated funds only for operating purposes and that RVT will secure the required local matching funds from our various partners in the amount of $350,639. This did go before finance committee.
  Ms. Miele, this was reviewed by Finance and we forwarded to the full body of Council with no recommendation.  It was because Mr. Pawlak wasn't quite informed enough for us to pass this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation in light of that, the questions that the Finance Committee had regarding this item, to the funding items totaling 1 1/4 million dollars, is that additional funding? Or is that funding that was foreseen in the original funding packet?

  Mr. Nichols answered that was part of the original funding packet, that would bring the funds up to $11.2 million that was approved for the project. Given our limited amount of federal funds, we take it over a period of a few years.  That is the last amount that we need to bring it up to the full funding amount. And the same with the state.  It is a dedicated amount of funds and we just have to go through the paperwork.

  Ms. Miele asked are the matching funds coming out of RVT?

  Mr. Nichols answered yes, I think we transferred $200,000 out of the revenues to fund our debt service and capital projects.

  Ms. Miele stated the total price tag of this funding that is going to Trade & Transit II is more like $1.3 million. As long as all that was accounted for.

  Mr. Nichols stated if you have been down to take a look, the new project is colored block, concrete, and we would like to re-do Trade & Transit I to match Trade & Transit II.

  Ms. Miele asked how it was coming along and is it in budget, under budget?

  Mr. Nichols answered they have done a very good job and the only issue that we have had is it is running a little bit longer than we expected, but there has been no major change orders to speak about. The grand opening will be in August, actually there are two different dates we will be holding some events to celebrate the opening. He will be announcing the dates shortly. There will be one during the Little League activities and another one of little bit earlier than that. We are doing this in accordance with Uptown Music Collective. They have worked with us and were able to extend their lease with Trinity Episcopal Church. They are moving June 15.

    Mr. Allison asked for any other questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with five yes roll call votes. The vote was 5 to 0.

Ms. Miele vote yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes

Resolution #8553
Resolution by Municipality Certifying Provision of Local Match for State Operating Financial Assistance

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Allison asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Henderson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Mr. Allison asked for questions…..

Ms. Miele stated that Finance passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation being that this is a standard resolution.

  Mr. Nichols stated there was one question about the 5% in Act 44, where your local share increases 5% until you reach 15% of the amount that you have received. We are well under that amount, so we will be creeping up so to speak,. We can keep the local share as it is for at least two more years, we do have some expansion plans that we have been talking about for some time, but hopefully we will be able to say had a bit.

  Ms. Miele, asked what our allocation increase if we expanded our service area?

  Mr. Nichols answered no, the amount now, it is a calculation. It is based on rider performance factors so if we increase mileage, and if we increased ridership, we would get more money from the State. But if we have partners typically, we get an assurance from the local partners that they will do their fair share as well.

  Ms. Miele stated so our local match is increasing to about $15,000 a year.
  Mr. Nichols answered and stated there's a lot of flexibility in this Act and stated it could even be lowered. He feels we can stay ahead of the game and keep it low.

There was additional discussion about management agreements to run a smaller system and put them together and save us a good amount of money.

  Mr. Allison asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with five yes roll call votes. The vote was 5 to 0.

Ms. Miele vote yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes

Resolution #8554
Resolution Certifying the Local Match for State Operating Financial Assistance

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Allison asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Allison asked if there was anything to add.
Mr. Nichols stated no .

Ms. Miele stated finance passed this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Allison asked for a vote.

The resolution was carried with five yes roll call votes. The vote was 5 to 0.

Ms. Miele vote yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes

Resolution #8555
Resolution – Real Estate Exoneration

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Allison asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.
  Mr. Grimes stated this is a parking lot that is separated by an alley from Well Church.  The County presented this property and we are asking that you  exonerate this.

Mr. Allison asked for any questions or comments.

Ms. Miele asked if Church is on Grier St, and asked about Deer Drive.

  Mr. Grimes stated the Deer Drive is just a mailing address.

  Mr. Henderson stated he wanted to mention that it is good for us to remind ourselves when this type of thing comes up. It is good in a society today where churches seemed to be folding, and the church seems to have less influence. But we need that influence of our churches, being that they fight crime every day by addressing hard issues. It is good for us to just remind ourselves of that. It is an important constitutional right, the right to exercise the freedom of religion. So churches should not be taxed for that purpose so there is less interference with the freedom of religion. Just wanted to mention that and say it is important to support our churches.

Mr. Allison asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with five yes roll call votes. The vote was 5 to 0.

Ms. Miele vote yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes

Demolition  - 524 Pine Street – River City Land Co.

Mr. Allison asked for a motion and second.
Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.

  Mr. Gerardi stated this is a request for demolition for a structure located at 524 Pine St. which is located in the CC commercial district. The structure was used as an apartment and was vacant for several years. The owners intent is to use the land for future development and will be seeded in the meantime.
Attached is additional information. This building has been vacant for six years, the cost of restoration at a private home is too much to do on this particular ground, the owner purchased this property because he owned the property next door.  
  Ms. Miele stated at one point this was quite attractive and she is happy to hear there will be another project in the works on this site.  She asked about the proposed landscaping until we have a new project, is there a way to see if there will be trees and landscaping?

  Mr. Gerardi stated no, just the retirements of grass and seeding.

  Ms. Miele asked Mr. Carey is there was a time line he proposed to do new construction.

  Mr. Carey stated no, he didn’t have a time line, maybe a year or so.   
There was a discussion about how this used to look and all the properties around it and how it is not a total loss.

The demolition was carried with five yes roll call votes. The vote was 5 to 0.

Ms. Miele vote yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes.
Demolition – 718 Hepburn St. – Chris Ditzler
Mr. Allison asked for a motion.
Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.

  Mr. Gerardi stated this is a request for demolition for 718 Hepburn St which is an R3 Zoning district located in a multi-family zoning district.  The structure was used as a single family dwelling, it has been vacant for several years.  The owner intends to use the parcel for additional green space for her adjoining property.  This is a demolition application and property has been vacant for 9 years and is on Blighted property list, there is certain about this property that is in bad shape.  This property did go on market for a while, no one purchased it cause it was too expensive to fix.  The owners bought it cause it was an eye sore in the neighborhood, so they bought it to tear down.  The owners are present here.
The owners promised to plant greenery and flowers.  

Mr. Noviello stated this does remove one property from the blighted property list that is getting smaller.

Mr. Allison asked for a vote on demolition.

Mr. Allison thanked him for what they have done for the neighborhood.

The demolition was carried with five yes roll call votes. The vote was 5 to 0.

Ms. Miele vote yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes

Certificate of Appropriateness – 26 West Fourth St

Mr. Allison asked for a motion to approve this certificate. 
Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.

  Mr. Gerardi stated this is for Skin & Laser Center, they are proposing to add three new windows and a door.  This was reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission.  The canopy were not involved because it was too expensive.  We do have representation here.

  Mrs. Katz stated she is happy that this will be utilized, she was getting scared that no one was going to do anything with it…It is a huge place and it was a lot to have someone move there.

  There was some discussion about the building and what will be done…There will be signage coming to Council before they add it.  Mr. Gerardi stated the owner will be waiting to put signs up until Council approves.

Mr. Allison asked for a vote of certificate.

The certificate  was carried with five yes roll call votes. The vote was 5 to 0.

Ms. Miele vote yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes

 Accept for filing

Housing Needs Minutes 11/23/15

Finance Committee Minutes 03/01/16



ERC Minutes 02/23/16



Brandon Park Minutes Feb & March 2016



Shade Tree Commission Minutes Feb & March 2016



Recreation Meeting Minutes 04/11/16



Controller’s Report March 2016



Veterans Memorial Park Commission  04/04/16

Mr. Allison asked for a motion to approve these minutes.
Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
The minutes were carried with five yes roll call votes. The vote was 5 to 0.

Ms. Miele vote yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes

Announcements
   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, May 26, 2016 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



       Monday, May 16


   12:00 PM  Planning Commission



       Tuesday, May 17

                10:00 AM  Blighted Property Meeting








     4:00 PM  Board of Health








     6:30 PM  HARB



       Thursday, May 19


   10:30 AM  Zoning Hearing Board



       Monday, May 23


     4:00 PM  Recreation Commission








     7:00 PM  Landlord’s Assn.



       Tuesday, May 24

   
   12:00 PM  Public Works Committee








     3:30 PM  Finance Committee Meeting



      Wednesday, May 25 

   11:30 PM  Redevelopment Authority



      Thursday, May 26
                               7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]

Mr. Allison asked if there were comments from Council.

Ms. Miele added to more meetings….on Monday May 16th, at 2:00 PM, Historic Preservation Meeting in Council Chambers and Tuesday, May 17th at 3:30 PM, AD HOC meeting on Split Structure.  

Mr. Noviello wanted to let the Mayor and administration that he has been getting some requests that the Recreation minutes have not been posted on the Web Site and he has gotten more than one request…please make a note and follow through that they do get posted.  

Mrs. Katz stated to save the date on June 4th, Saturday, it is the military and veteran’s family picnic, it is free to all veterans, live music, food, games for kids, a silent auction and educational resources and will be at the Armory. 

Mr. Allison asked for comments from administration….none…

General Public

Dave Cease, 2529 Dove St, he has a petition ….we the Citizens listed on the petition are requesting a change in vehicular traffic patterns in the City.  On Dove St, currently is two way to be changed to one way, West from Prospect Avenue to Oliver Ave.  Also Wayne Ave to be changed from a two way to a one way from West Fourth ST. South to Linn St…..also Ridge Ave a two way avenue to be changed to a one way Ave from Linn St., North to West Fourth St …..inaudible….

Mr. Allison asked for a copy to be given to administration and Council.

Mr. Cease had pictures to show Council about a busted curve and his fence torn up….

Adjournment


Mr. Allison  asked for a motion to adjourn.


Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mrs. Katz   and a second by Ms. Miele.
Motion was carried by unanimous  8:32  PM “ayes’ .
Janice M. Frank
City Clerk 
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