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                        Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, May 14, 2015 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Randy Allison and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

         Approval of the April 30, 2015 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Dr. Williamson and Mrs. Katz second and a roll call of six yes votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.  There were no questions or comments.  
Limited Courtesy of the floor.
There were no requests
Presentation – Foster Care Awareness Month

Kristy Hoover, Cherie Chism representing Foster Care Month
  Ms. Chism thanked Council President Bill Hall and all the Council members for the opportunity to speak about this important subject for Foster Care Awareness for the month of May.

  Ms. Hoover stated we are with Family Network, which is a non-profit foster care adoption agency.  We have offices throughout the State of Pennsylvania.  As many of you are probably aware, this is National Foster Care Awareness Month.  We wanted to share a little bit of information with you.  Right now, there are about 14,000 children in PA without a home, that is a lot of kids.  Most of the children are separated from their biological parents and are in need of a home, for a day, a month or even a year.  In 1997, President Clinton signed into law the induction of the Family Act.  That is designed to limit the amount of time that children are spending in foster care.  Most of the time it does work, but we are still seeing children in foster care for long periods of time.    This is critical to our community for people to help provide a stable, loving, home.   These children may suffer from abuse, neglect or may have families suffering from domestic violence, drug or alcohol addiction.  Today we are here to give you some information and answer any questions you may have and to encourage you to talk with your neighbors, friends or family that are able to step up and be that temporary home.  There are a lot of agencies in this county and across the State.  You can also pick a private provider if you would like.
  Mr. Hall asked Ms. Hoover to provide a phone number.

  Ms. Hoover stated our office number is 570 651-9016, the web site is www.families4kids.org . 

  Mrs. Katz stated some years ago, we took in some foster kids and what is interesting is the one girl starting working for me and she had a daughter and then the daughter came to work for me awhile.  It is rewarding to help to improve the lives of foster children.   The experience was wonderful and gave us an opportunity to help improve the lives of children.
  Ms. Hoover thanked her for sharing that, and then stated she would like to leave information and bookmarkers in Mrs. Frank’s office.

  Mr. Hall stated as a kid growing up in an orphanage, I understand the system and how it all works and I really truly appreciate the service.   Thank you for your presentation.
Presentation – Community Health Center Update

Ellen, is President and CEO of Community Health & Dental Center, she would like to give an update.  She introduced the members of the staff.  She gave a history of where they are at and what they are going to do.  They applied for a federal grant and were accepted.  They were able to take something that was losing money and turn it into something that is making money.  In 2011, they had 25 staff and now have 65.  They are open on weekends and in the evenings.  They seek everyone who needs help and provide them with care.  Right now we have over 11,000 square feet and we will have over 22,000 square feet.  We are looking to develop strong relationships with the community.  We want to work with the City and educate people as to what we do and how we can help.
Mr. Hall changed the order of the agenda to accommodate this group of people.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 471 Hepburn St. Danko Holdings, LP

Mr. Gerardi, this is to remodel a structure to the existing structure of 471 Hepburn St. They will be putting up a new metal roof, a brick entrance, the main colors of the building will be gray, blue, and beige. There is a photo attached and a drawing of what the building will look like. We do have representatives here, the main part will be brick, and there'll be beige on top,  voice inaudible….they will leave the liquor store there and the check-cashing facility.

  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the certificate.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

 Dr. Williamson asked for clarification, the renovation would include the wine and spirit, and the check-cashing place. The answer was yes.

  Mike Bolsar, Manager of the Liberty Group,  our intention is to renovate the entire North structure, all including the State Store, and check cashing place.

  Dr. Williamson asked how far out with the new entrance come from the existing sidewalk.

  Mr. Bolsar, about 6000 ft.²…..

  Ms. Miele asked about the bright blue color…..

  Mr. Gerardi stated, that is correct.

Ms. Miele asked about the material of the beige area…it was explained about the glass front and the beige area.  Ms. Miele stated that 51% of it is not metal…. It looks like a substantial improvement to that area. She asked about landscaping.

  Mr. Bolsar stated around the building, there won't be any landscaping, and it will be finished 270 days from June 1.  They will try and place plants and landscaping after work is done.
There was additional discussion which was inaudible……Mr. Bolsar was not at podium.

Mr. Hall asked for additional comments or questions…

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The vote was 7 to 0.   
Certificate of Appropriateness – 47 West Fourth Street (REMOVE FROM TABLE)
Mr. Hall stated he needed a motion to remove this from the table.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

The motion to remove from the table was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The vote was 7 to 0.   
Mr. Gerardi stated there is a representative here. This is for a request to apply a new sign to the building.  This was approved at the Planning Commission on March 23.  He has attached the colors of the sign and the building is located in the central business district.  
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mrs. Katz asked about the placement of the sign and Mr. Gerardi answered it is 3 feet in diameter and it will be located on a marquee and it will be placed in the center of that.  There was additional discussion and she asked when the building would be open.

  Representative stated he is manager and we are opening a restaurant on 32 W. 4th St. and hopefully we will open within a couple of weeks, and hopefully it will be done by the end of June.   Mrs. Katz welcomed him to the neighborhood.

Dr. Williamson asked about the menu…There was discussion about people are waiting for this restaurant to open up downtown.  Dr. Williamson stated he is happy to see this open in the City of Williamsport.  The owner spoke about what is on his menu.

  Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the certificate.  

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The vote was 7 to 0.   
Resolution # 8453
Resolution – Entertainment District

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

 Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
  Mr. Knarr, this is the resolution for a petition for renewal of a PLCB noise extension.  We were granted one last year and there have not been any complaints.  So each year, we are required to renew this and it was reviewed by our solicitor.

  Mr. Hall stated thank you.  This came to my attention on Monday, and I told Mr. Knarr it was okay to put it on the agenda to get this going.  He also congratulated Mr. Knarr on his recent wedding.  He asked for questions or comments from council.
  Dr. Williamson said you said we have not had any issues, on the flipside, I have heard positive feedback from citizens who say isn't it great that we have outdoor music. So I am passing that along to you.

Mr. Hall asked for any more questions, hearing none. 
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The vote was 7 to 0.   
Resolution #8455
Resolution Vapor Suppression Firefighting Foam Trailer

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

 Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.

  Chief Heckman, this resolution is for the City of Williamsport to have a Memorandum of Understanding with the Lycoming County Department of Safety  and with the Lycoming Task force to operate a vapor suppression firefighting foam trailer.   This was reviewed by Public Safety Committee.

  Mr. Smith stated this was brought to us on Tuesday and Chief Heckman explained how this was going to be used and stored and why we are acquiring this piece of equipment.  It is due to the fact that not only the gas industry, but we do have a lot of hazardous chemicals that are brought through the City, either by tractor-trailer or by railroad.  So we have a number of hazardous materials that are transported through the city.  This trailer is going to be stored by the Williamsport Fire Department on Rigard Avenue.  It is a new piece of equipment and is also used with water. When you look at the 330 gallons of foam it produces, that is a lot. There were pictures provided of this piece of equipment and this is another tool that the Fire Department will have and it will enhance our Fire Department.  We are going to get a demonstration when this trailer actually comes.   We passed this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were questions or comments.

Mr. Allison stated just a follow-up, one of the interesting things, part of the agreement talks about transportation.  We are agreeing that we will use a motorized vehicle to cart it around.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any more comments or questions, hearing none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The vote was 7 to 0.   
Resolution #8456
Resolution Fire Department Vehicle Agreement
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

 Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Chief Heckman stated this resolution is for the City of Williamsport to enter into an agreement to purchase a 1998 rescue pump.  This is been reviewed by both Public Safety and Finance.
  Mr. Smith stated we reviewed this and Chief Heckman and Chief Heinbach both looked for this piece of equipment and found it. They gave us pictures of this piece of equipment and when you look at this in high definition it looks like it came out of the factory yesterday. The Fire Department has really taken great care of this vehicle. It only has 40,500 miles on it.  They will put new tires, automatic transmission, onboard generator, there is lots of equipment that comes with this vehicle and to be able to have an find the vehicle at that price is really doing very well. They have done a great job on finding that vehicle.  We had some issues with the other vehicle during a very very cold period.   And we were able to recover and get insurance. We voted to send this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

  Dr. Williamson stated, the Finance Committee did agree, the situation with the existing fire pump, it is something that it was not our fault, our responsibility or our issue. It is important to notice that it was someone else's insurance that had to pay for it. So the revenue from that insurance that came from it to help us purchase a better truck, and we were told to outfit to our specs that we need.  While clearly the department has been inconvenienced, through no fault of their own,, hopefully this will help us get through the transition in terms of the need to replace.  We are probably a little better on than we were before. We sent this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation. 
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The vote was 7 to 0.   
Resolution #8454
  Resolution Real Estate Exoneration

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. Grimes stated this property is near the Community Garden Ave on Park Avenue, their exemption status has been changed..  It is right across the alley from the new Y.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments, hearing none.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The vote was 7 to 0.   
Resolution #8457
Resolution Agreement with Turnkey Taxes, Inc.

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
  Mr. Grimes stated we have are representative here from Turnkey Taxes.  It started as a few weeks ago our original company that we are going to start doing business with was E-Collect and they changed their name.  President Hall got a letter from Mike Hill, and the original letter guaranteed that it would give us $105,000 to the City from businesses who have not paid and should have paid. For their services they will receive a fee for an any money collected within 90 days, and then after 90 days they would get 25%. The terms were negotiated down to 20% within 90 days and 22% after 90 days.  They will look at businesses doing profit business as nonprofits, and then they would retain records that Berkheimer has……they have a very good working relationship.  I also reached out the Harrisburg to confer with them, and they have similar contracts and I was informed that they had received over $300,000 in taxes.  They had a little bit of a business change and to make sure that we were comfortable with the contract we had, we changed everything in E-collect name over to Turnkey tax name.  That is pretty much the software they use. In doing that we were actually able to save a little bit more for the city where they change the guarantee from $105,000 to $250,000.  There is no change from the 90 days. The contract was reviewed by the solicitor.
It was recommended by both committees.

  Dr. Williamson stated this was really two separate reviews. The issue of identifying sources of business privilege and Mercantile tax has been something that has been to some degree, that as bothered treasurers, controllers, and City Council for some years.  The missing gap was an entity to find out and fill in the missing gap where the holes were.  This is money that the City is currently not receiving at all and we do not pay anything until they were to recover at least $150,000. After they recover $150,000 they keep 20% of anything else they recover.  So much like any creditor, this is in some way playing that role.  So there is only an upside even though we are paying fees, we are paying fees on money we never collected before.  
  Mr. Grimes stated that Mike has already started to set this up to hit the ground running and start collecting as soon as we sign the contract.

  Dr. Williamson stated so at our review from the last time and this time we sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Noviello stated, one of the comments, I would like to make was way in the past, when taxes weren’t paid, the tax collector went to jail, so you can breathe easy, Mr. Grimes.

  Mr. Smith stated, I just want to make a comment, we have talked about this for several years and it is a great idea, and in reading this contract, I guess that one issue is to caution that current businesses that are paying their taxes, I don't want to see them harassed to the point where it says that they have the ability to conduct an audit. That is fine but I don't want to see the people who are paying their taxes now have to prove that they are correct. That is something we are going to be watching for over the course of next year, in the city that current businesses are not harassed. Yet, we do want to find those businesses out there that aren't paying taxes or haven't paid them properly over those years. I think it is a good idea and I think over the next year we will see how it develops.
  Mr. Grimes, it depends on how many current businesses that pay taxes, that they are going to audit.  They will be working with us in the city about their taxes, and I am sure Mike will give us a courtesy call before he goes to any business.

  Mr. Smith, answered and I think that those folks should be advised that they can have an attorney present when they do perform an audit.  I don't want to see this occur to our legitimate businesses that we have within the city. So we will be watching this next year and see how this does work out, and we hope it does work out. I look forward to seeing positive results.

  Mr. Grimes, stated and if there were any issues at all I encourage the businesses  to call the treasurer’s office and discuss things.  

  Mr. Hall stated and in my conversations that started last summer with this company, the priority is for them to identify the businesses that are not paying their taxes. The priority is not to go out and to harass those who have paid or haven't paid enough.  Then we will take it from there but this is a win-win situation.  He has wanted do this for the last several years, with some of the businesses coming and going, there has never been formalized way, to introduce them to the city tax code and to identify and tell them what they are supposed to pay and what they are not supposed to pay. My own example is in my own company, all my finances are in my bank in Lancaster County, but no one could ever tell me whether I was supposed to pay taxes in the City of Williamsport or not.  They could not tell me ever, or my attorney or my tax accountant, so what we did was to pay everything, now with these guys you'll be able to say what parts to pay.
  Mr. Smith stated that brings up an interesting situation, let's take for example, a company which is true and I won't mention the name of any particular company, but they have a manufacturing plant in Williamsport, but their home office can be in California or  Canada.  So do they pay any Mercantile, or business taxes, if they own property, they pay real estate taxes, but do they pay business and Mercantile taxes?

  Mr. Grimes, I guess we could ask Mike Hill who is here and who is an auditor. My personal opinion is if they are producing a product here but selling it elsewhere, they would not pay us business privilege tax. 
  Mr. Smith went on to explain it could be exported or imported, but my question has been for years is, do they pay local business taxes?

  Mr. Hall stated I'm sure Mr. Smith could give you an answer if you read the Third Class City Code, which excludes manufacturing from the tax, which is why we cannot tax Shop Vac.  So perhaps you might give him that answer, but there are other services like that that need to be questioned.   Also, Mr. Smith we might get into some businesses such as Internet.

  Mr. Smith stated well let's stay away from that.  That we don't need.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any other questions, hearing none.

 The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The vote was 7 to 0.   
Resolution #8458
Resolution with Value Payment Systems

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.
 Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. Grimes stated, the next three resolutions are all tied together. This first one is Value Payment System and they are a credit card company.  Many people that have to pay their taxes are all concerned, and this will make it easier to be able to pay by credit card, or get it to our office the same day. This resolution will allow us in the treasurer's office to take a credit card or an e check.  There are fees associated with that but that these are put directly on the consumer. So if we take a visa debit card for example, the person that is paying with it, will pay an additional $3.95, and the city does not incur any extra costs to do this. We have very competitive rates, this company came down to match the lowest rates that we could find. The rates are also in the memo that I provided under schedule B.  He went over the rates with Council and the public.  Value Payment Systems have offered to the Williamsport Area School district tax office, Montoursville tax office, and Lycoming County tax office. They also have online and they do have credit cards.  I reviewed this with our solicitor Mr. J David Smith and he went over each and every contract and each and every fee. We have to pay the onetime fee when they bill the tax bills, what is nice about it is when we get all our mail, if someone has paid with a credit card it will already be marked instead of having to process by hand, it will automatically marked as paid in our system. 
  Dr. Williamson stated that Mr. Hall has turned this part of the meeting over to him so he asked for a review of the Finance Committee.

  Mr. Allison stated we did review this at Finance this week, Mr. Grimes gave quite a lengthy informative presentation which is reiterated tonight. There is $100 set up fee, and the $70 be added to our bill for the first year, that is not a recurring fee.  Also, Mr. Grimes mention that even though the fee is associated with the web electronically, collections go up and people will have this option, it is more convenient and people are going to be willing to pay a few extra dollars for electronically. We are actually offering an alternative that people have been looking for, for quite some time. There are other entities in the area that already have it and they are all using the same system and there are a lot of positives to it. We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mrs. Katz stated, so the customers are the ones that are picking up the tab, as far as the fees, so no service charges will incur for us?

  Mr. Grimes stated that is correct.   It is all built in, this doesn’t work like traditional credit cards work where we have to pay additional costs and charges.  He continued on to explain that we don’t pay anything extra, we just receive what we are supposed to receive.
  Mrs. Katz asked about credit card machines and will the City have one…Mr. Grimes stated no, we will not and will not have the liability of that.  Mrs. Katz asked about the turnaround time.  Mr. Grimes stated it will actually be recorded the same day into our system.  Mrs. Katz stated the interesting fact is that there is not a minimum charge to charge something and that is illegal for anyone to do.  You cannot   deny anyone a charge.  She stated she felt that it is great the City is doing this.

  Mrs. Katz stated on record that she would like to thank Councilman Smith for nominating Mr. Grimes.  He has done an outstanding job and you have saved the City time, money, and everything else. 
  Mr. Grimes answered thank you very much.

  Mr. Skip Smith stated one question that he had is the security issue of these credit card numbers, did this company discuss at all about how secure it is?

  Mr. Grimes answered yes, we don't see the credit card numbers ourselves so we will not have any liability there. In the agreement with Value Payments, there is a policy stated about security, it explains on what an individual can do if they are compromised.

  Mr. Noviello asked, could you please briefly go over the charge back?

  Mr. Grimes answered the charge backs are handled all by the company at no extra charge to us because if there was a charge on a tax bill that wasn’t supposed to be charged, it would be the software that made the mistake instead of our office.  The only other time that I would have to refund a payment, would be for example, if a disable veteran exception came through after they already paid their property tax.  In those cases, we would just issue them a check like we have always done in the past. 
  Ms. Miele asked if the payments aren’t processed…online, when we receive the funds, when will we be credited…my question is we would never run into an issue when someone is trying to pay the discount, would they would not be credited in time?
  Mr. Grimes answered having to pay online will cut down on time considerably because believe it or not I just had a check come to me and it was postmarked on March 28.  And we had to give this person a discount because it was postmarked on March 28, though it wasn't received until much later.  It is easier accepting credit cards because the day before the discount ends, at 11:50 PM, the system automatically shifts prices from discount to face.  
  Ms. Miele stated once we get this put into place and the Treasurers’ Department for a while, Mr. Gerardi, our Codes will be able to use this in his department as well. Given that the Codes office hours are similar to your working hours, you might see the same increase in the way the permits are paid.

  Mr. Grimes yes and for their convenience, we will be able to corporate this.

  Mr. Hall stated for those of us who do on line business, in terms of security, you can't even imagine that once or twice a month they try to hack into your service, they test it and try to find out the correct party information which is why a secure server is never connected with the name.  It is all broken down. I don't think that there will be any issues, I haven't had any issues in 20 years. It is rare.  He then asked the question, can I pay my bill, monthly?

  Mr. Grimes answered, no. It is actually illegal for us to collect the taxes monthly.  The law states we have to collect city real estate taxes in one monthly payment. And then for the school taxes we have to allow them to pay in three installments, to allow for the discount, regular payment and penalty payment.  

  Mr. Hall, but the Third Class City tax code says you're not allowed to do that.  Mr. Grimes answered right.

  Dr. Williamson said so to clarify, so if this would change, it does have to change in Harrisburg, there is nothing we can do here to change that.
  Mr. Grimes stated yes and with the installment this will be built in for school taxes, they will have the opportunity with the system to pay in installments.

  Dr. Williamson stated he wanted it to be clear is to people that anyway they had paid in the past, is still a possibility, so if that is more convenient and cheaper for you to come up to the window or come in person, then that is still available, as well as put a stamp on a letter in the mail. This is a new possibility that will be  in the hands of the choices available to the taxpayers.

  Mr. Grimes stated it is always nice to see people in person if they like to come in and pay.
  Mr. Noviello asked if we have anything in place that will inform our citizens of these various options?

  Mr. Grimes it was be on the tax bill, when they received their bill and it will be on line also.  At the very top of the bill, it has the logos for the credit card companies.

  Dr. Williamson asked for questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The vote was 7 to 0.   
Resolution #8459
Resolution Agreement with Worldpay US, Inc.

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. Grimes stated just to verify what was said at the Finance Meeting, for every credit card that is processed by law, it goes through what is called a gateway and that is what we will pay.  The only reason why we have to sign a contact with them is because they are removing a piece of where the money moves so that we don't have another liability. World pay is the gateway who moves the money and they move it onto the credit card company takes their portion and then the money is moved to us.  Here they take out that credit card piece, it goes through the gateway and the credit card company gets their portion and we get our portion.

  Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions, hearing none.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The vote was 7 to 0.   
Resolution #8460
Resolution Agreement with Infocon Corp.

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. Grimes, this one is in black and white, and easier to read.  This is with Infocon, it is our software company that we use to collect the payments for our taxes. They hold all the information for every parcel within the City and this is saying the software company that uses this, Value  Pay is the only company that works with our software and that is another reason why we chose them.  They charge us a one-time $125 fee. The other that they charge us the $75 per form because we send out multiple tax forms per year, so we have to pay an extra $75 now to build the credit card information on to the school tax bills.  Then $75 next year to build the credit card information on to the City Tax bills.  Then after that, we won’t have to pay again.
  Dr. Williamson asked if there was any additional information from finance.

  Mr. Allison stated there was not.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on this resolution.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The vote was 7 to 0.   

  Mr. Grimes passed out information that was asked of him to provide. The information stated that the total business privilege tax payments separated by month for all of last year and through April of this year.  It separates the business privilege rental income that we collected that is currently under review by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.  We have collected over $72,000 in business privileged tax rentals and all of last year we collected almost $408,000.  The money collected in accordance with the ordinance that is being challenged in the Supreme Court will be held back since it wasn’t budgeted for and then used to refund tax payers if the law is struck down or if we are allowed to collect it, it will be placed into the general fund.  Right now everything is up in the air awaiting the court decision.
  Dr. Williamson stated we had a good discussion about what Finance will do, is keep track of what is coming in 2015, so at the end of the year, assuming the Court has not made the decision yet, we will set that money aside in case we have to refund it.  If the decision is reversed, that money will be released in the 2016 budget.  But that will allow us that flexibility and the money will not be dropped to the bottom line.

  Mr. Hall stated so this $663,000 that we have collected, of that, the $72,000 is what we cannot use it.  The money will state in reserve, so when Finance Committee gets their numbers every month, will have to keep that in mind.

  Dr. Williamson stated we will be getting reports from Finance as well as keep informed by the Solicitors.

  Mrs. Katz asked hypothetically, has anyone asked for the money that they would want to invest their own money?

  Mr. Grimes answered, nobody has asked that, this is not been in issue as of yet.  They would have a certain time period that they will have issue to the City, they can go back three years.  If citizens choose not to pay it and the ruling comes back that we can collect, they will have to pay late fees and interest. And if they do pay it and the Supreme Court rules we can keep it then it will be refunded.  His advice to the citizens is to pay it so that they don't incur any interest charges.

  Mr. Hall said and this whole procedure is that this is stuff that has been a long time coming and it is finally here for the City of Williamsport.  In that we can collect money by credit card so people do not have to worry about being in danger of losing their houses because of not having all the money to pay their taxes. It would also save them a stamp and so on.  Also I would like to say is this…. Council people know, and everybody who watches this on TV, in the process of selecting an interim treasurer, I removed myself completely from that whole system the minute this man said that he wanted to have that position. And I turned everything over as the law required me over to VP Council Jonathan Williamson. I was not even in the room for the discussion of everything and anything like that. I would also like as Mrs. Katz did; to thank Mr. Smith for the nomination, because I think we are seeing results.
Accept for filing: 



Recreation Minutes 04/13/15 



Public Works Minutes 3/17/15



Public Safety Minutes 04/07/15



Finance Committee Minutes 03/31/15



Controller’s Report 03/31/15
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept these minutes for filing.
Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

The minutes was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  The vote was 7 to 0.   
Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, May 28, 2015 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



          Friday,  May 15  

               12:00 PM  Housing Appeals Board 



          Monday, May 18
 
               12:00 PM  Planning Commission



          Tuesday, May 19

                10:00 AM  Blighted Property








    7:00 PM  HARB



          Thursday, May 21

               10:30 AM  Zoning Hearing Board








    4:00 PM  Board of Health








  11:00 AM  Blood Drive (scr)

        
          Monday, May 25

CITY HALL CLOSED MEMORIAL DAY



          Tuesday, May 26

               12:00 PM  Public Works 








    2:30 PM  ERC Meeting








    3:30 PM  Finance Meeting








    4:00 PM  Recreation Meeting (scr)








    7:00 PM  Citizen Corp



          Wednesday, May 27

  11:30 AM  Redevelopment Authority








    1:00 PM  Old City Meeting


     
          Thursday, May 28 
                 7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]














Mr. Hall asked if there were any comments or questions from members of Council.

  Mrs. Katz stated she just wanted to bring something positive to the attention of everyone. This past First Friday, I wanted to thank the Williamsport Area School District  band for coming downtown for May’s First Friday. The students had a lot of fun, and they've already put the request to appear May 2016 the First Friday. This brought an incredible amount of people into the downtown area and I just want the people to understand how wonderful it was for to be downtown and to enjoy First Friday.

  Mr. Allison stated, I too would like to reference the hiring of Mr. Grimes for Treasurer. Mr. Hall was completely accurate when he described the process and it was an item that was a discussion with the community and the newspaper.  We did all of our interviews and discussions in public according to the Sunshine Law.  I think we were the first ones to do that as a governing entity in Lycoming County. So there was nothing done behind any secret doors and in any secret rooms. It was all aired out for everyone to hear, see, and call us if they had any input into it. We are very easy to get in touch with. We ran a very clean operation.
  Mr. Smith stated just a follow-up on that a little bit. I know I can speak for myself and I can't speak for every Council member, but I have a suspicion you would agree. None of us in that procedure were pressured at all to pick any particular candidate. There was no input from anybody, the interviews were done in public and I know there has been some innuendo that there has been nepotism out there. I can tell you that it is not true, there is no truth to that! The person that was picked was picked because of their adequacy to be able to fulfill the job. It was not done politically, as a political ploy to anybody and I think that we can all feel good on Council that we choose who we felt was the most qualified candidate for the position.  I have heard there are some things going around and I don't like that word nepotism being used because there is no truth to that at all.

  Mr. Hall stated thank you Mr. Smith. In the administration, the Mayor is absent today so anyone from the administration have anything to say?
  Mr. Gerardi stated he wanted to inform the residents of the City that Mr. Wright informed him that he is done with the brush pickup around the City, so if the residents would no longer put it out in the street I would greatly appreciate it.

  Mr. Hall answer thank you Mr. Gerardi and I think they gave residents an extra week.

  Mr. Knarr stated I just had a reminder for businesses in the Central Business District as well as the commercial district, banners are permitted by permit only and they are permitted for period of 30 days only.

  Mr. Hall stated downtown Center Business District, banners are permitted by permit only.

  Mr. Alan Anderson stated there is a display in the entrance of City Hall and the Taber Museum and year books, and I believe in 1880.  I appreciate the museum doing that for us every month. He wanted to bring that to the attention of the citizens of Williamsport for their interest.
  Mr. Hall asked if there were any other questions, he asked for a motion to adjourn.

 Adjournment



Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Allison and second to motion by Dr. Williamson..  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at    9:14 PM.

Janice Frank, City Clerk   
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor absent	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado 


	Mr. Joe Gerardi 


	Mr. Joseph Pawlak 


	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


         Mr. Gary Knarr 


	Mr. Bill Wright, S&P absent	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief


	Greg Foresman, Police Chief, absent


	Chief Heinbach 


	Sol. J. David Smith


	Janice Frank, City Clerk 


	News Media


	


	Members of News Media	


	Members of the news media


	





Council members present:


	Bill Hall, President  


	Jonathan Williamson, Vice President   	Bill Hall, Councilman


	Bonnie Katz, Councilwoman  


	N. Clifford Smith, Councilman


	Don Noviello, Councilman


	Elizabeth Miele, Councilwoman 


	Randall Allison, Councilman 


Absent:


  	








