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                                Williamsport, PA
Council Vice President Randy Allison brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday May 26, 2016 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Don Noviello and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Approval of the Williamsport City Council minutes of May 12, 2016 were approved upon a motion from Mrs. Katz and a second from Mr. Henderson.   All were in favor.  The vote was 6 to 0. Dr. Williamson was absent.
Limited Courtesy of the Floor

There was no limited courtesy of the floor.

Mr. Allison changed the order of the agenda.

Certificate of Appropriateness – 356 Pine St.

.Mr. Gerardi stated we have a request to erect a 2 foot mounted illuminated sign above the windows of the building. The sign has white background with black lettering, it is not placed up yet but it is placed inside the building right now. We do have representatives here.

Mr. Allison asked for questions.

  Ms. Miele stated it was nice to see a new business downtown. Thank you.

  Mrs. Katz stated thank you and welcome to the neighborhood.

  Mr. Allison asked for a motion to accept the certificate of appropriateness

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Anderson.

Mr. Allison asked for a vote on the certificate.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes and Mr. Allison voted yes.  Dr. Williamson was absent.
Public Hearing – Zoning Text Amendment – FEMA Flood Control

Mr. Knarr stated this was a public hearing, the City of Williamsport is requesting to amend the zoning text amendment for articles 1311, and articles 1332, definitions and flood control to be in compliance with FEMA.  We did do a public notice in accordance with the Pennsylvania Municipal Code.
Mr. Allison asked if there were any questions.

  Mr. Noviello stated that he could assume this is pretty much a standard practice?

  Mr. Knarr replied, any time on zoning map amendments the ordinance we are required to do a public hearing that gives the opportunity for those to come forward and address any concerns at that time.  Under the Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Code, we are required to do two advertisements in the newspaper, they were both in the paper to advertise to give those an opportunity to come forward.

Mr. Allison asked if there were any more questions.

  Mrs. Katz stated since this is a public hearing and nobody showed up, do you think the public are aware of this?

  Mr. Knarr answered every municipality has been going through this process. It is kind of hard to post to the whole city, and under the Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Code, we are required to do the advertising in the paper. We do put it on the website, but there is a public hearing for the state as well.

Mr. Allison stated he declared the public hearing open. He asked if anyone was here that would wished to speak in favor of this? There were none. Is there anyone here that wishes to speak against this? There were none.

Mr. Allison the public hearing closed.
Ordinance to Amend Part Thirteen of Codified Ordinances providing for Floodplain Regulations (first reading)
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Allison asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in first reading.
Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Knarr stated this is a request by the City of Williamsport for the zoning text amendment for Williamsport article 1311, which is definitions and article 1332 of the flood control ordinance.  FEMA has required the city to amend the city's ordinance to satisfy the national flood insurance program regulations. In 2015, FEMA modified flood elevations to new maps to determine your flood insurance rates, for the whole Lycoming County. They did a modification in 2015, and the new map goes into effect June 2, 2016. Therefore, any time we do that it is required to do a review to make sure that our ordinance meets those requirements. Therefore, we were required to basically submit our current ordinance that we adopted in 2014 to FEMA.  FEMA made some modifications and said these are some of the things that are out that we should add in. It was reviewed both by the city PACDED which is an independent consultant, and felt that these changes meet and satisfy FEMA in maintaining and allow us to stay within the flood insurance rate map program and not be suspended from the program. This was found to be in compliance and it was reviewed by the Planning Commission on the 16th and they gave it a positive recommendation and it went through Public Works.
  Mrs. Katz stated when we went through this, Gary answered all of our questions and a lot of this has to do with FEMA and I don't think many changes were made.

  Mr. Knarr stated no there were not many changes. Therefore, we did not request any changes or modifications at this time.

  Mrs. Katz stated again this is another unfunded mandate that we have to go through and have to have these maps. This was sent to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Allison asked if there were any other questions. Hearing none.

 The ordinance was carried in first reading with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes and Mr. Allison voted yes.  Dr. Williamson was absent.
Resolution #8556
Resolution 2014 HOME CHDO Agreement Amendment – LNDC
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Allison asked for a motion to approve the resolution. 
Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Grado stated this is an amendment to 2014 CHDO agreement that the City has with LNDC for the construction of a new home located at 1450 W. 4th St. Back in 2014, the city executed this agreement providing for $30,000 of HOME funds…. We have $9000 from the 2014 program for CHDO.  As was indicated in the amendment, our HOME funds, 15% has to be provided to a CHDO, which is LNDC.  So we are recommending, amending that agreement to provide 9000 additional dollars. The total project cost is $130,000 for the construction acquisition. Our funds are used to bring down the costs once the construction is complete in order to make the sale more available to individuals meeting the income requirements which is 80% of the medium income. This amendment was reviewed by the Finance Committee on Tuesday.
  Ms. Miele, this was reviewed by Finance and passed to the full body Council with positive recommendation. It is fairly standard, LNDC is the only operating CHDO within the City currently. This is more or less expected funding, if we don't encumber it by August, then we will lose it. So we want to give it to the city's only CHDO so that's where it has to go on what will be a nice project in the West End of the city. They do excellent work with the use of labor from the prison release center. It will be a neat project, it is well built and an asset to the city.

  Mr. Smith asked if this is where that apartment house burned down?

  Mr. Grado yes it is.

  Mr. Smith stated so that's really good to see that something else is going up there. It is good that we are seeing house there. Thank you.

  Mr. Allison stated it is a single family home so that is a plus also.

  Mr. Grado stated LNDC does a good job of the designing of the homes… It is a single family occupied.
  Ms. Miele asked if this is deed restricted?

  Mr. Grado answered yes, there is a deed restriction period of time, and sometimes they have to sell it or sometimes if the mortgage is foreclosed on, It still has to be a five year affordability..

  Mr. Allison asked if there were any other questions.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes and Mr. Allison voted yes.  Dr. Williamson was absent.
Resolution # 8557
Resolution to Accept a Certified Local Government Grant – ME No. 61505

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Allison asked for a motion on the resolution.

Mr. Henderson made the motion and seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. Grado this has been an annual grant agreement that Mary Rucinski, our preservation officer applies for. So we receive $3000, it is a matching grant for like amount of in-kind services. It provides for the HARB minutes and reports for the activity that she does through the year.  This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.
  Ms. Miele this was reviewed by the Finance Committee and sent to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.  With the large amount of paperwork that comes with it, it is certainly for a good cause and we see it every year, and yet a very small amount of money to generate this much paper.

Mr. Allison asked if there were any questions from Council.  There were none.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes and Mr. Allison voted yes.  Dr. Williamson was absent.
Resolution # 8558
Resolution to Accept a Bank Financing Proposal

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Allison asked for a motion on the resolution.
Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. Nichols this is a revised resolution related to bank financing proposal for M&T Bank.  Essentially, this resolution establishes a force of process that must be followed by the administration in cooperation with city Council to not only advance the recommended projects but will also provide a process for establishing an additional financing, and the overall borrowing limit for all five projects. In the resolution, the first step is to approve this resolution which accepts the banks offer and allows the city to finalize the paperwork for a line of credit. The second step is to have the appropriate City Council committees review and provide a final recommendation. Each project as well as the financing limit and this will be included in the final documentation presented to City Council. The third step is for Council to review and approve the final documents incorporating the aforementioned items. The fourth step is for Council to approve and thereby advance a particular project during the two-year light of credit. Which could lead to a ten-year turn out provision unless the amount of credit is paid back by grant funds or some other source. Ideally, the bright spot about all these projects is that two of them are related to RVT and grant funds can be utilized or if there's any debt service.  The Bowman field project, the debt service will come from the Cross Cutters and the other projects related to the city can be paid through Act 13 funds.  So that can be part of the discussion within the City Council committees. The suggested timeline for us to come back with the final document after City Council does its due diligence which would be within a month so that the administration worked with the city Council's particular committees to see what projects are except able to put together the final document.   This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.
  Ms. Miele stated this was reviewed by the Finance Committee and forwarded to the full body of Council with positive recommendation and note that we appreciated the administration's collaborative efforts. When this was brought to us a month ago, it was the first that anyone in Council had heard of borrowing this large amount for our future. Given a month to me in the committee, we have not done any real planning in terms of the city in addressing our future for quite a while. This is something that needs to happen and if this becomes a way that we talked about it for the next month, then that's a good thing. We do need to think about what we are going to find money for in the next couple of years and whether or not been we will need to borrow to match it, and that becomes our charge in the next 30 days. This will be so that we can have the administration come up with Destination 2018 and the things that we need to be working on in the next two years. Mr. Nichols has provided us with a summary of our existing debt, but if anybody has any questions on that that is something to be aware of. I think it is wise to know where we sit in where our current debt services. The city has already spent all of its Act 13 money and will very likely be receiving less, it is something we need to be aware of. There are a number of potential good projects that have good potential, we have some new streetscape signals and things in the E. 3rd St. area, potential improvements, and obviously the Bowman field work as well. When we do apply for whatever items are listed within the line of credit, that they are the only things that we will be able to spend it on, so we should make sure we are hitting the right items. If something is not listed we could insert it but it would cost us a little bit money to put in there. If we choose not to draw down the full amount, then we will not draw down the full amount. However the interest rate for the term of the loan will not be set until two years from now if we don't draw down before then. And interest rates could do any number of things right now. Right now they are very low as they have been for the last eight years. Mr. Nichols also pointed out, we have a line of credit that will be expiring at the end of this year so the city has the last several years use a line of credit to provide flex spending, so it does help to have one in the wings.
  Mr. Nichols stated he would like to add a couple of things, once you select a project that that is all the projects we can do, so we will ask Council to establish another project, so that you can shift things around, so I think it would be prudent for Council to select a budget for each project. In terms of the report that we have handed out, so far we have paid down about 1 million, six or $700,000 already.

  Mrs. Katz explained in plain English, our bottom line is so depleted, and we have so many huge projects coming up, we have no idea about the cost of the levee, and since we are going to be doing so many projects in the East End and we are on a time crunch because of Penn Dot, we are going to need money for that. There are things we don't have a cost factor in and since we don't have a large amount of money in the bottom line, that this money should be there so we don't have to go scrambling in the near future.

  Mr. Nichols stated essentially what you are doing is planning for what would've been priority projects, and we can't do anything until we get approval and what you are doing is eliminating the six months step in advance, so we don't have to wait for six months to get the financing and all the paperwork. This way we will be ready to go and we won't have that delay and extra costs.  So we are trying to eliminate that scramble..

  Mr. Noviello stated he has never been a proponent of looking at funding, for piggyback projects, and we live in that circumstance on a national political scale, that has really gotten us into deep water. This administration has proposed what Bill has explained to us, and the perspective committees have had opportunities to review each of these projects and for us to be able to sit and communicate about each project, that makes it a lot better.  I would like thank the administration for its flexibility and we do appreciate the timeline as well.

  Mr. Smith stated there are quite a lot of projects, and obviously Council is part-time people, we are very much in need of a lot of help, and any time that we have the dollars available I would want to spend them quickly to get the projects done.  I'm in favor of getting projects done when they need to be done.

  Mr. Henderson stated he was there at the Finance Committee to learn as much as he could, and he did learn that this does give us stability and is thankful for that. We won't be limited to just a half 1 million per project if we desire in the next month to set this limits differently, we are at liberty to do that. I'm very thankful for that, being that we've already committed a half $1 million for Bowman field and the other two alone could well be taken up by the Levy. But that is for us to hash out on the committees in the next month here, so I am thankful for that. It is a little difficult for me, I almost spewed this is the government raising the debt ceiling, and in a way that this kind of what we are doing. But we are in a situation that we know we have needs that are coming whether we want them or not. So we must prepare for it, and this I think it begins to prepare for some of that. So I'm thankful for that as well, I do like the flexibility and I think with the right time and effort, we can come to some good decisions and move some of these projects along.
  Mr. Allison stated he concurs with everything that everyone has said and the other difference between us and the federal government is we have a balanced budget that really helps us to make these kinds of decisions. In reality what we have committed to this $500,000 to Bowman field, and we know there is some security issues that need to be addressed here in City Hall, and now we have the ability to investigate these other worthwhile projects. The levee is a mandated project, as Mr. Nichols has stated, we had a line of credit, and this is basically replacing that in a way to give us the opportunity to address issues.

  Ms. Miele, we will and we should absolutely try to pay back any portion of that line of credit, and we would be able to pay it back within the 10 year period. It is just an incentive to try and get it off our backs as quickly as possible.

  Mr. Nichols stated that they have always waived the prepayment fee in the past and I'm sure that they will again.

  Mr. Allison asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes and Mr. Allison voted yes.  Dr. Williamson was absent.
Resolution # 8559
Resolution Real Estate Refund – 702 Diamond St.

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Allison asked for a motion on the resolution. 
Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.
  Mr. Grimes stated this is for a refund check for a home at 702 Diamond St., there was a fire there that destroyed the home. This is a revised resolution from the County. We readjusted that amount to $18,000 for the assessed value which is what the County has right now.
  Mr. Allison asked if there were questions or comments. Hearing none.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes and Mr. Allison voted yes.  Dr. Williamson was absent.
Demolition – 612 Walnut St. – Susquehanna Health System

Mr. Allison asked for a motion to table this demolition because no one was present.
Ms. Miele made a motion to table this and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.  
The motion was tabled with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes and Mr. Allison voted yes.  Dr. Williamson was absent.
Certificates of Appropriateness – HARB

All items are recommended for approval unless noted

Item 2.   Williamsport College Housing

330-328 Susquehanna Street 

A. Remove existing asphalt roofing, from main & side walls of dormers.  Install Landmark Colonial slate architectural shingles on roof areas.  

B. Repair or replace siding on gables and dormer walls with cedar wood siding, and trim to match the original 

C.  Repair or replace existing ½ round gutters and round downspouts with same.  Paint to match trim.  

Item 3.Alpha Student Housing

833 West Third Street

882 West Fourth Street

904 West Fourth Street

1034 Vine Avenue

941 Vine Avenue

A. Install small security cameras at various exterior locations.   Paint cameras and accessories to match the trim or house color

Item 4.  Mirabito Properties, Inc.

708 West Third Street 

A. Remove textured fiber siding.  (total building)

B. Install Hardie plank, smooth, clapboard style cement siding.  Color -  Timber Bark color JH40-30.

C. Retain and paint trim: Palace Arms Red Cw-255. 

Item 5. Mirabito Properties 

1005 Vine Avenue

A. Install 2, double-faced signs, one facing Vine, one facing Park St.  Or 1 single sign

All signs a maximum 3’2” X 6’ in size on a ¾” board between 2 posts with ball top finials.  Colors: Green Background (same family as house color), Palace Arms Red Cw-255, trim   Gold leaf or cream letters      Size and Locations as approved by Zoning Board 
B. Replace or repair rotted house clapboards with new wood or wood consolidant, to same as original size and appearance.

C. Prepare and paint– Gloucester Sage body, Palace Arms Red Cw-255 accent, Georgian Green HC 115- trim

Mr. Allison asked for a motion to accept these certificates of appropriateness for HARB
Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Allison asked for a vote on the certificates of appropriateness.
The certificates of appropriateness were carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes and Mr. Allison voted yes.  Dr. Williamson was absent.
Accept for filing

Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes 04/25/16



Public Safety 03/01/16



Public Works 03/01/16



Brandon Park Commission Meeting 04/19/16



Shade Tree Commission Meeting 04/19/16



HARB Minutes 04/19/16

Mr. Allison asked for a motion to accept these minutes for filing.
Mr. Henderson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
The minutes were carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes and Mr. Allison voted yes.  Dr. Williamson was absent.
Announcements
   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, June 9, 2016 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  There will be a Police Pension Board Meeting Immediately following this meeting.  There will be an Executive Session immediately following the Police Pension Board Meeting.   (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:

Monday, May 30



CITY HALL CLOSED


        Tuesday, May 31

                12:00 PM  Planning Commission








     7:00 PM  Citizen’s Corp 



      Monday, June 6 


   12:00 PM  Fair Housing Meeting (scr)



      Tuesday, June 7 

   
   12:00 PM  Public Safety Committee








     1:00 PM  Public Works Committee








     3:30 PM  Finance Committee Meeting



      Wednesday, June 8
 

     3:30 PM  O & E Pension



      Thursday, June 9
                               7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]

Mr. Allison asked for comments or questions from members of Council.

There were none.
Any Comments from the administration?

There were none.
Any Comments from the general Public?

There were none.
Adjournment


Mr. Allison asked for a motion to adjourn.


Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mrs. Katz   and a second by Mr. Henderson.
Motion was carried by unanimous   8:17  PM “ayes’ .
Janice M. Frank
City Clerk 
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado 


	Mr. Joe Gerardi	Mr. Joseph Pawlak 


	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. Joe Pawlak


          Mr. Gary Knarr 


	Mr. Tom Cillo	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief


	Dave Young, Police Chief	Chief Heinbach absent


	Sol. J. David Smith


	Janice Frank, City Clerk 


	Todd Heckman, Fire Chief absent


	Nick Grimes, City Treasurer 


	Nicholas 


	News Media
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Council members present:


	Jonathan Williamson, President, absent


	Randy Allison, Vice President   	Bill Hall, Councilman


	Bonnie Katz, Councilwoman 


	N. Clifford Smith, Councilman 


	Don Noviello, Councilman


	Elizabeth Miele, Councilwoman 


	Joel Henderson, Councilman 


Absent:  


	Jonathan Williamson 





  	








