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                        Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, May 28, 2015 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Skip Smith and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

         Approval of the May 15, 2015 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Dr. Williamson and Mr. Allison second and a roll call of seven yes votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  
Limited Courtesy of the floor.
There were no requests
Bill# 1645-15
An Ordinance Amend & Closing 35th Year(2009) Community Development Block Grant Funds(first reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in first reading.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Grado stated these are closeouts of years 2009, 2010, and 2011 in the Community Development Block Grant funds. These are multimedia projects and we are moving funds into two main items. Basically, in 2010 it was the owner-occupied single-family rental into a later year in order to close these out, and also into 2013 Street reconstruction, $113,393 and Memorial pool for $50,000. The reconstruction is for the Pathway to Health that was identified in that year, and the $50,000 is for additional site work for Memorial pool to accommodate handicapped accessibility. It is also for paving the area adjacent the pool and doing other site reconstruction work in anticipation of its opening. We are also moving approximately $220,000 into miscellaneous contingency to the 2013 year.  Those funds will come back to Council upon the administration's recommendation for use for other public improvements when we are ready to go do the street paving program. This was reviewed by the Finance Committee on Tuesday.
  Mr. Hall stated thank you Mr. Grado, so those were comments for all three of the ordinances?

  Dr. Williamson stated in our review, one of the things we talked about was the net impact of this in terms of miscellaneous contingencies, which helps the fill-in about $50,000 less money that we will be receiving in 2015 funds that we budgeted in the Fall of last year. And an anticipated shortfall that is still to be exactly determined in natural gas impact fees compared to what was budgeted.  The Finance Committee passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions or comments, hearing none.

The ordinance was carried in first reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Bill# 1646-15
An Ordinance Amend & Closing 36th Year (2010) Community Development Block Grant Funds(first reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in first reading.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Hall asked Mr. Grado if there were any further comments and he replied no. Dr. Williamson, Chairman of the Finance Committee also replied no to any further comments. Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the ordinance.
The ordinance was carried in first reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Bill# 1647-15
An Ordinance Amend & Closing 37th Year (2011) Community Development Block Grant Funds(first reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in first reading.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

   Mr. Hall asked Mr. Grado if there were any further comments and he replied no. Dr. Williamson, chairman of the Finance Committee also replied no to any further comments. Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the ordinance.
The ordinance was carried in first reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Resolution #8461
Resolution to Approve A Redevelopment Assistance Grant (RACP) Agreement from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for the Destination 2014 Town Center Williamsport Project
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Nichols, this resolution authorizes the execution of a contract between the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania through the office of the budget and the City of Williamsport for our Redevelopment Assistance Capital grant in the amount of $3 million. This grant will be applied towards their $25 million destination 2014 Town Ctr., Williamsport projects which includes a Trade and Transit II project, the Liberty arena project and also many activities of streetscape between the two projects. The administration worked with the Commonwealth to carve out a budget in the amount of $6,552,000 that incorporates the $3 million. What you have in front of you the budget form that shows the approved budget by the State and the construction cost breakdown which is for the general construction of the Trade and Transit II building, site improvements which include streetscape improvements which will be primarily centered on Pine Street and William Street and also includes the creation of a sports walk created for pedestrian enhancements. The approval of this grant, one of the conditions set forth in the developers agreement which will be satisfied is the funds approved for the Liberty Arena part of the project, can be released specified in that particular document. As with any RCAP grant agreement, you will know in the back of the agreement, there are special conditions listed related to the construction activities, construction form, the bid documents, the matching forms of the financing we have in place. The administration will be handling project management in-house which means we will be handling it ourselves and with our staff. This will save additional costs. The Finance Committee reviewed this on Tuesday.
  Dr. Williamson stated in addition to what Mr. Nichols just went over, the bulk of the contract is standard language that would go along with just about any of the RCAP grants from the State. The interesting parts were in appendix B, special projects and special conditions, so if you read those carefully you will see there's a whole lot of steps that have to be managed. It was good to get this form to be able to match up the special conditions with how the budget works.  He spoke about the different matches of funding and the bond revenue.  The other part is we know that this project is Liberty Arena, streetscape, Trade & Transit II, we know that all of it matches up.  The requirements are made but not all have to go through the RCAP process.  Those funds go primarily to the streetscape work and construction to Trade & Transit II.  We passed this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Noviello had a question on terminology, he asked Mr. Nichols to give him some insight on the term right to cure, what does that mean?

  Mr. Nichols replied it means if they find a problem, we have the right to fix it. At the end of the day if there's an audit, until they go through the final audit, we have the right to fix it.  It says 30 days but we have a lot of this done already and they will give us more than 30 days if needed.  A lot of things are already in place and I don't really see any problems.
  Mr. Hall asked if there were any more questions, hearing none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Resolution #8462
Resolution to Approve a First Amendment to a Keystone Communities Program Contract with the PADCED  for the Newberry Elm Street Façade Improvement Program

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. Grado, thanks to President Hall for allowing him to put this on the agenda because he did not receive it until late Friday. This is an extension for the commercial façade program that would terminate June 30, 2015.   DCED agreed to expand it for year in order that we could extend the balance of the funds. There is a balance of $50,000 match with $5000 of commercial façade money for the façade improvements in Newberry.  We have two projects underway, six are interested now and it was difficult getting them started. It is being administered by the Community Development staff. This is just a standard agreement for an extension for year. It was reviewed by the Finance committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated at our review on Tuesday, the only additional information that we really talked about was the reasons why it took a little bit longer and the benefits of the original façade and we hope that we can replicate that using this money. Otherwise it is money that we have accepted  before and we have known about. We passed this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mrs. Katz asked about the $50,000 and if it was spent yet….

  Mr. Grado stated, we started the cast and they have to match that $5,000 match.  

  Mrs. Katz stated so there are two people that are already committed to this and how many are waiting?

  Mr. Grado answered yes and there are six waiting.

  Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Resolution #8463
Resolution Authorizing Change Order to the Engineering & Inspection Agreement for RR Phase 2A Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Grado stated this is the change order of the construction inspection agreement we have with Larson Design for design and inspection services for Reach Road phase 2A. The original contract was to be completed last year and with utility delays we were not able to pave until recently. And the amount of time for their services by four weeks, so that is the $14,212. This is still under the budget amount. We have completed everything except Fox Hollow and they are currently working on that.  This was reviewed by the Finance committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated it was unfortunately that we did have delays but this was the right decision because of the circumstances. We passed this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.

  Mr. Smith had a question on the design inspector and the hours and rates…. How do we know that this company actually put that much time into this?

  Mr. Grado answered they do give us a billing time for the project by day, and we do check to make sure that they are working at that time. This was a Penn Dot administered project so Penn Dot does review all the work orders that go through including this.  They do hand in time sheets. 

  Mr. Hall asked for any other questions or comments. He stated that Reach Road was a project way back around 10 years ago, and it has been pushed a lot by this body of Council in terms of finding the funding for this. It was a 10-year project. For those who have driven Reach Road, you will go from the light at Arch Street, the hallway back as far as it goes and you will have a nice smooth ride the whole way.  I will always remember when it started and I'm glad it is done.  He asked for a vote on the resolution.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Resolution #8464
Resolution to Award a Contract for Phase II of the Bro-Dart Neighborhood Infrastructure Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.
  Mr. Grado stated Wolyniec Construction .. We are requesting that you award the contract to Wolyniec construction. They were the lowest of three bids and the public bid opening on May 18. Their bid of 654,000 was under the estimate of 690,000. This is phase 2 of the Bro Dart infrastructure project, and phase 1 was also done by them, this section is for Oliver Street intersects W. 4th St. and Beeber, we are providing for handicapped accessible crosswalks and into the parking area as well as reconstructing Beeber St.  this is basically part of the Bro Dart neighborhood group.  We have a $500,000 grant from DCED, $200,000 grant from County Act 13 funds, and 300,000 of City CDBG funds to fund this million-dollar effort that we are doing. This work will be completed this year and in addition to this is a increase lighting in that neighborhood. We will be coming to Council with Habitat for Humanity to make a presentation. This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated this is the next phase of the Bro-Dart neighborhood project. What we have been working on for the last six months is the investment in that surrounding neighborhood and to me that's maybe the most exciting piece. Not just that we are fixing that piece of property but we are maximizing the whole neighborhoods potential.  Mr. Grado stated he would give us an updated version of this budget. This will be a long term legacy since we have been working on this for the last 6 years.  The input was received on four different meetings with communication with the community.   We passed this to the full body Council with positive recommendation.
  Mrs. Katz asked about Beeber, Oliver and W. Fourth St and ask about at one point it was stated they were going to do a roundabout…

  Mr. Grado answered no, we spoke to Penn Dot and we could not get a design and still get the turning movements and access in that location. There really wasn't a high accident history there, we are leaving the brick alone.  We will be connecting crosswalks and extending back into the brick area and creating crosswalks and sidewalks around there. There will be a safe crosswalks so people don't have to cross from one side of Oliver Street to the other side of Beeber Street.  

  Mrs. Katz stated it is interesting there are not many accidents there because they can get quite confusing. It is confusing especially for new people in the neighborhood. As long as the streets can be marked clearly, because I hear all the time and that can be dangerous, maybe that will help.

  Mr. Grado stated, I think the crosswalks will help, it is still two way traffic, and we could not prohibit it to one way.  We did want to retain the existing brick on the street and it is in relatively good condition. So we are putting concrete seals on them. We are also creating a small rain garden in that area and that will handle a lot of the runoff.  It will make a really nice entranceway into the neighborhood. It will be a nice access to the Bro-Dart Memorial Homes.  

  Mr. Noviello stated he is happy to see this coming to this point finally and it is very encouraging to see that we have done some of the additional work around the neighborhood that will enhance the whole project. What my concerns are have always been that traffic flow issue right there, it is a high activity place, we have the Park right there and beyond that is Elm Park, and the tennis courts are there. It has always been a very active place. It has been kinda difficult walking wise, getting back and forth across the street. I have seen a lot of people dodging cars actually there. So, I am happy to see any new accommodations that will be safety enhanced and also visually enhanced at the same time. So, it is a continuation of the Bro Dart project, the pool project coming up and enhancements of Bowman field that is really a major step forward to the community. I want to thank Mr. Grado for his efforts and all those in the County who have stepped up to the plate on this.
  Mr. Smith while we are talking about that neighborhood, it came to my mind, that we talked last year that some of us were concerned about the crossing between Bowman field in the parking lot across the street, as I recall there was going to be some discussion with Penn Dot concerning that. Whether or not there will be lines painted on there and some of the comments put up with pedestrian crossing there, has there been any movement on that whatsoever?
  Mr. Grado, we have discussed, we told them we were coming in for that because we have had discussions with Penn Dot design units with the reconstruction of Fourth St. in Newberry that is coming up. Plus they are replacing the deck on the W. 4th St. bridge that will occur in 2016. So there will be a fair amount of activity in that particular area. So to answer your question, we really haven't gotten any indication about the crosswalk, but we are created three new crosswalks across Fourth street in this area that they have approved under an HOP and we will approach them on that have a similar crossing on that location. I don't know whether we want to do that before the they do the reconstruction, we could kinda tie it in with the bridge deck replacement.  So we could address that.

  Mr. Smith stated I know that they will be coming back to a meeting, we have had one meeting concerning the bridge deck already and I think that is something we just need to keep in our minds that we don't forget it when we have additional meetings. There is going to be a work zone in there, maybe that would be the appropriate time and I guess what I'm saying we should be mindful when we do have our meetings with them.

  Mr. Allison stated every time I think of this project I cannot help but go back to the genesis of which was the project of Habitat for Humanity offering to step in to do something with that property. So it has been several years since that has happened. I think that it is a testament to a private, public, and non-profit cooperative effort. That neighborhood needed something done in it. But when we do things as a city government, it is not important just to do something but to do it correctly. So a lot of planning, and studying went into that, we just didn't tear the building down and say let's see what we can build here. Now we have a transformative process in that whole neighborhood that includes Bowman field area, the pool, a lot of great activity. But it was planned out and thought out and a lot of people cooperated to make it happen. I am grateful for that process and I also think that now on East End, we have another project that it is in its genesis, which is The Mulberry St., Gateway, the whole project they are. It is an exciting time but it is also a time where we have a public, private, nonprofit group approaching that.  So again we want to do things there. But it needs to be done correctly. I am certain that we will do that we will follow the same process and we need to keep that in front of us as we go through that because we want the same kind of result they are. We want a project where the parks complement each other, fulfill the intended purpose behind transforming that area of town. We have a good model here of how that can work together and it gives us a way to plan and move ahead on our other projects. These are two exciting things at different ends of the town and I think we are going to be happy and proud that we can be a legacy for years to come.
  Ms. Miele stated I would agree with Randy that I think this project has been sort of the cornerstone project of my short time on City Council for the last five years. I am proud to see it have been put together. I am excited, I think that the things that distinguished this and the old city is we have set some goals in the project continue to work and continues to work as we move forward and frankly it tends to get better. We stuck to those goals and we knew where our goals were and we knew our goal was important to us in the project. I think that this provides an excellent illustration of a way to move forward with the project and to include all elements of participation in a project.

  Mr. Hall stated the intersection that you referred to Mrs. Katz, we call courtesy corner, because you either show courtesy or you die, that's how it goes because there are no accidents there. Thanks to Bill Kelly who keeps a chronology of everything, I think the genesis of this project was on the rooftop of the building and Tony Cipolla was there on the rooftop of the Bro Dart house. We had some County officials, we had some habitat people, we stood and looked at the rail and at the park and there were some people who wanted to save the building and they actually offered to sell it to us for a buck. But it moved from there to a meeting with Bill Kelly, and Jonathan and myself and Councilman leadership. That's where it started and went to Housing Needs and your Council Housing Needs are the people that drive the project. That's where it was initiated much like the old city project has been. So it is nice to see six years later that we got something there as long as we find a better name for it then the Bro-Dart neighborhood.  He then asked for a vote on the resolution.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Resolution #8465
Resolution Awarding a Contract for the Fire Station #1 Concrete Slab Replacement Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution
Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Jonathan Williamson.

  Mr. Grado, we had a public bid opening on May 19, there were two bids received for the concrete slab replacement project at fire headquarters.  Wolyniec Construction was the low bid at $79,850. The bids were reviewed by our consulting firm and we are recommending award. This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated at our review we noticed that this came in about $30,000 less than the original estimate. One of the things we think we know but we are not 100% sure until the project starts, how much over excavation is needed. There shouldn't be much needed but the gap between the original budget and the contract amount does leave room in case some of that work is necessary and clearly if it is necessary you want to do a right so that you don't have deteriorating concrete anytime in the next 30 or 40 years. So we will hope that the number stays close to this contract amount, but there is some room between the budget and that if it becomes necessary. The other thing that we will know is that once this is done, the city facility improvements component of the bond will have been expended approximately across City Hall, so don't try to spend that again. We did pass this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
  Mr. Noviello asked is this purely a concrete slab and will it leave any kind of infrastructure under this?

  Mr. Grado, stated the slab was originally 6 inches with a wire mesh, this will be 9 inches with rebar, and this is at the approach, and it goes back into the station about 50 or 60 feet, plus the asphalt pavement will be replaced with a concrete slab so though be less opportunity and it will handle the heavier vehicles. The station was built in 1979. There are no utilities under this.

  Mr. Hall stated now we save money from the bond, and the chief gave me a list of close to $200,000 of things that have to be done, so this is 80,000 of it.

  Mr. Grado, we do have another section of Reach Road to complete so don't spend the money too quickly. 

  Mr. Hall asked for any further questions or comments, hearing none.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Lot Consolidation Plan – Steven Wegend

  Mr. Gerardi stated this is a lot consolidation request.  The parcels are located within R2 district, current use of the property is to vacant lots. It consists of two parcels and both parcels are nonconforming. Under the existing ordinance these lots are to be consolidated into one conforming lot. The owner is looking at constructing a residential home in the future. The Lycoming County Planning Commission did review this, which we have provided copies of their comments. This was also brought before our Planning Commission on May 18, 2015 and they recommended approval. We do have a representative here and I will be happy to answer any questions you may have.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the lot consolidation plan.

Ms. Miele made the motion and Mrs. Katz seconded it.

  Mr. Noviello stated on the letter that he has in front of him, number 2, where the recommendations by the planning commission, and they been addressed?

  Mr. Gerardi stated to address those issues, this is a lot consolidation or land development, these are residential lots will never see the land division or sub development. Because it is residential, it will not come in front to Council again, and they don't even have things in residential lots. When he builds a home, he would definitely call 1 800 dig safe but at this point there should be nothing on that lot other than grass.
  Dr. Williamson stated so the process going forward, asked if building a home, would they need to come back for approval?

  Mr. Gerardi, no not unless they were using the home for a business base.

  Mr. Hall asked if the alley has a name and it was researched by Mr. Grado and stated that it is an unnamed alley.  Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the lot consolidation.

The lot consolidation was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Land Development  & Lot Consolidation – Destination Phase II

Mr. Gerardi stated this is a land development request from the City of Williamsport for Destination 2014, phase 2.  In the past you have reviewed and approved phase 1, this is the second phase of that project, the current use of this is a parking lot and it is located in the Central Business district.  The proposed plan will create additional parking and a green area to enhance the existing parking lot and development of destination phase 1 known as the Liberty Arena. As required by the Williamsport zoning and sub division land development requirements, the plan will have several lot consolidations to meet these requirements which they are in the process of doing. As required by the zoning ordinance for phase 1 and phase 2, the required green space is necessary to fulfill both the NPDS permits and zoning requirements. You have before you the drawings showing what is there now and it does show the overall layout of the parking lot and what is the green space. It also shows sidewalk access. The last page shows the wall and clock tower that will be located in the green space. The wall is made of stone veneer and a clock tower is made of stone veneer. We do have representation here, the engineer who did the work as far as the land development, plus we have many representatives from the City of Williamsport here.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this land development, and lot consolidation.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.

  Dr. Williamson asked in the landscape area in the corner, and in encouraging pedestrian flow, we are going to encourage people to walk over and coming across Hepburn at the corner, is the idea there that they walked across the lawn and into the parking lot?

  Mr. Gerardi, what you saying there is no concrete access from the parking lot to the tower.  

Dr. Williamson said it would seem to me it would be a good idea to have a sidewalk because it is going to be a worn out path.
  Mr. Gerardi, what they are trying to do is have them not cut through the parking lot and use the pedestrian walkway from Fourth and Hepburn, so they don't cut diagonally across the parking lot.

  Mr. Nichols stated that could be added.
  Dr. Williamson made a suggestion about trees and plants to the entrance of the pathway. Adding trees there will be a nice feature to encourage pedestrian traffic.  The million and ½ will include the improvements at the Northeast corner of Third.

  Mr. Nichols stated we have added that and calling it the Lamar lot.

  Dr. Williamson stated Mr. Nichols has met our challenges.

  Ms. Miele, stated we have street trees along Hepburn, what other trees are we adding?

  Mr. Gerardi stated there are 13 trees in total that we are adding.  

  Mr. Nichols stated in the Lamar lot, there will be landscaping in there.

  Ms. Miele stated she is most concerned where the clock tower is and doesn’t see any landscaping there, it would seem if bushes or perennials would help. 

  Mr. Nichols stated as specified in the 3 party agreement, the Parking Authority will maintain that area and I am sure Mr. Cipolla will beautify it.  

  Ms. Miele stated the developer would do it and the City would maintain it.

  Mr. Gerardi stated if you would like we can bring back a planning schedule.

  Ms. Miele stated yes, that would be my preference….this is an area that needs to be an access to the Community and this needs to be top quality.

  Mr. Nichols stated there is still another bidding phase we have to go through.

  Ms. Miele stated my point is the developer is paying for so we are not go out to bid on it in that corner…..

  Mr. Nichols stated, I will assure you that it will be developed.

  Mr. Gerardi stated there is the landscaping plan here and I will tell you that they wanted to keep some of the lawn there because that's where they will be placing the Santa’s house.

  Ms. Miele stated, whoever’s dime this in on, we do not want to end up paying for it again because of the Santa’s house being there and having to fix the grass and the area.  
  Mr. Gerardi, is it possible that we could have an approval based on the landscaping plan to your satisfaction?

  Ms. Miele stated I am just saying that I feel that Council has been exceptionally agreeable with the exception of me.

  Mr. Nichols stated there is very little area to landscape at this time. You are looking at a width of 20' x 20.

  Ms. Miele, but we can agree that we can find something else to do with this so it didn’t hurt the lawn and it has the potential to make a big impact.    She feels we have an obligation to the citizens of Williamsport to put something attractive in this little spot.

  Dr. Williamson asked Dr. Cipolla about the specifications for the Clocktower, who is putting together the specs were deciding what Clocktower to purchase, the city or the parking authority?

  Mr. Nichols answered the developer, Tony Visco.

  Dr. Williamson stated I am just bringing up an issue that I brought up at the very beginning of this process, the original idea was to have a fountain instead of a clock tower.  It was brought up that fountains do not work more than 10 years but I also pointed out there are not very many clocks that last and function for very long in these spaces either.  I wanted to make sure that this can be maintained over time, and I mean like 50 years or so.
  Mr. Nichols stated back in 1999 that we put the clock in the courthouse and that's lasted, so that 16 years.

  Dr. Williamson stated so let's not do anything very cheaply.

  Mrs. Katz had a concern about the Santa’s house and how it will look after it is taken up again because it will sit on the grass instead of the cement.

  Mr. Nichols answered I think that I will suggest to the Mayor that we put the house where it has always been because I see what you are saying.

  Dr. Cipolla spoke from the audience but was inaudible.

  Mrs. Katz stated let’s plan and let’s look ahead…..there was a discussion as to the property where the Santa’s house sits on belongs to the Parking Authority.

  Mr. Smith asked Mr. Nichols  why can't we solve this whole problem very quickly, instead of putting grass in there, we can put Astroturf in there. We don't have to mow it and we don't have to worry about traffic ruining it, we can also set a Santa house on it and take it all and it won't ruin it, and we could also put the depressed flowers and we don't have to water them.  I think Astroturf would be fine.

  Mr. Nichols stated it works for him.

  Mr. Allison stated to be clear on the development, the only part that the developer is not doing is the grass, the answer was yes everything else around it, the developer is handling that.  Mr. Allison addressed the parking issue by stated it is important that we are careful how many spaces we take up.  It is important to have available parking close to the facilities.

  Mr. Gerardi stated originally there was 150 stalls here, now there are 153 so we are not losing any.

  Mr. Nichols stated we also added 17 spaces across Third Street so we have more spaces.

  Dr. Williamson stated in terms of parking spaces, I have noticed a growing number of city vehicles in that parking lot extended throughout the weekend, seems like it is in excess of 20 vehicles and some of them are not moving at all even during the work week. Can we think that through a little bit better, and either consolidate the city vehicles or move the unused vehicles out to other city facilities that don't have such parking demand. It is pretty clear that they are spread out through the parking lot and take up a significant a lot of space both during their workday and important things like nights and weekends at the Community Arts Center.
  Mr. Hall stated there is an intersection in Newberry, Fourth St, Dewey St, and there is a statute there that has been well maintained and it has about the square footage of 20 x 20, there is landscaping with mulch and one of the flower and gardening groups maintain that so there's no mowing or anything.  I think it was in 1796, a guy named Michael Ross who came over the mountain and who is buried in Washington Boulevard.  He came into Williamsport and mapped it out.  The only thing we have named for Michael Ross in this town is a 2 Block St. called Ross Street. There's no other place in this town for a memorial for him. Consider a statue for Michael Ross to honor him in that small piece of land. And give it over to a community garden place to landscape.  Mr. Hall asked for a vote on this land development.  

The lot consolidation/land development  was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 1.  Mr. Hall voted no.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted no. 
Certificate of Appropriateness – Lycoming College

Mr. Gerardi we do not have a representative here from the college, the person who was involved in this is on vacation, she did apologize. Typically, we do sometimes approve these. This is a temporary banner, they are up at this point.

  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to table, there was not a motion to table so the request was granted to vote on the certificate of appropriateness.

 Mr. Gerardi stated this is a certificate to be allowed to place five temporary banners in the city of Williamsport for six months period of time. The time frame will spire of November 28, 2015 and they would have to be removed at that time. This was presented to the Planning Commission and approved on May 18, there is a letter attached from the college explaining where they were designed why they were designed and where they are placed. There are also pictures showing the locations where they are placed in the city. A temporary banner is issued through the zoning department for a 30-day period of time and does not go through Council. Anyone who wishes to go longer than that, it has to come back through City Council for a certificate of appropriateness.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Dr. Williamson will be abstaining from this vote for professional reasons.

  Mr. Smith asked Mr. Gerardi if he said that the banners were already up and why?

  Mr. Gerardi stated they are allowed to have temporary banners for 30 days and then come to Council for an extension.

  Mr. Allison asked about size restriction and who can apply for that?

  Mr. Gerardi answered 4 x 8, 32 ft.² is the maximum size and the owner is the one that can apply for it or if the applicant gets permission from the owner.

  Ms. Miele stated this is another interesting move from Lycoming College and it has been nice to see these around town and add another little element.

  Mrs. Katz stated they have been up for over a month now and they still look very beautiful and they have done tastefully.

  Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the certificate.
The certificate of appropriateness was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0. Dr. Williamson abstained.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson abstained and Mr. Hall voted yes. 
Certificates of Appropriateness -  HARB

        All items are recommended for approval unless otherwise noted

Item 2.   Cochran Holding Group

817 West Third Street

A. Remove vinyl siding from the rear, then the east and west walls.  Repair or replace as needed with wood clapboard matching the existing.  Paint to match existing trim.

Item 4 Ken and Bonnie Schriner

517 Wolfe Place

A. Remove all white cross buck storm doors.  Replace with new full view storm doors.  Color Brown

B. Remove wood panel door and frame from Kitchen entry and replace with new fiberglass paneled door with 9 window lites, and frame.  

C. Remove wood panel door and frame from Living Room entry and replace with new fiberglass paneled door with 9 window lites, and frame

D. Remove weaved wood fence installed between 517 and 527.  Install black wrought iron or aluminum wrought iron look fencing, 2 or 3 rail with hoop or pronged tops

E. Prepare and paint existing aluminum siding.  Color:   Lehigh HC-131 or HC- 132 (green), HC-4 or HC-5 (yellow) and trim HC-50 Georgian Brick.                     

F. Remove metal awning and install square, cloth awning of similar size. 

Item 5. Ken and Bonnie Schriner

527 Wolfe Place

A.   Remove wood panel door and frame from front entry and replace with new fiberglass paneled door with 9 window lites, and frame

B. Remove white cross buck storm doors.  Replace with new full view storm door.  Color: Brown

C. Remove existing storm windows and interior wood windows.  (Aluminum siding.  Siding run over sills and casings)  Install vinyl double hung replacement windows of similar size and consistent pane configuration.  Color:  beige

D. Prepare and paint existing aluminum siding.  Color Lehigh HC-131 or HC- 132 (green), HC-4 or HC-5 (yellow) and trim HC-50 Georgian Brick

Item 6.  Mirabito Properties

338 Campbell Street 

A. Repair front porch deck with fir tongue and groove decking, back primed, and painted gray.  Repair damaged trim with wood, matching original wood style.  Repair or replace missing turned spindles, matching original size and general appearance.  Repair and retain wood posts and railings.

Repair or install new framed tight-weave wood lattice around porch aprons.  Paint to match existing
Item 7.  Mirabito Properties

335-337 Mifflin Place

A   Remove front porch plywood deck and replace with fir tongue and groove decking, back primed, and painted gray.  Retain wood posts and railings.   .  Paint to match existing

B. Repair side rear porches and deck.  Mahogany, cypress or white oak is recommended.  Deck to be tongue and groove.  Back primed before installation.  Iron pipe railing down steps.  Install new wood steps, with closed risers.  Any lattice to be framed, tight weave wood.  Paint all to match existing

Item 8.Mirabito Properties

837-39 West Third Street

A. Prepare and paint brick and wood after washing with low pressure water.  

B. Paint body- Stratton Blue HC142, accents- Montgomery White HC-33 and Trim Audubon Russet HC51

Item 9   Cassandra Werst

501 West Fourth Street

A. Paint exterior of property, (North & East side’s first, remainder of property later)  Colors::Valspar 3001-5 Canyon Sun body, 3005-6 trim, brown for accent.

B.  .Install ½ round gutter & round downspouts color match trim- Aluminum or galvanized material

Item 10.  Arlington Valley Properties

633 Grace Street

A. Install 4” gray vinyl siding on the rear, the west side and the east side, from the bay window south to the rear.  Retain existing aluminum soffit

B. Remove asphalt siding from the front and the east side, from the bay window north to the front.  Repair or install new wood clapboards as needed to repair the walls, matching existing material size and profile.   Paint gray to match vinyl siding.  Build out sills and casings using wood, same dimension as existing.

C. Retain and repair existing wood trim, porch posts and wood turned spindles and railings.  

D. Install tongue and groove front porch deck, back primed.  

E. Install ½ aluminum gutters and round downspouts as needed.  Color to match trim:

F. Paint.  Colors. Gray to match existing

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the HARB board certificates.

 Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.
Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the motion.

The certificate of appropriateness were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was7 to 0..
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 
Accept for filing: 



Finance Reports April 2015



Recreation Committee Minutes 04/27/15 



Finance Committee Minutes 04/14 & 04/28/15



HARB Minutes 05/19/15

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the these minutes.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

The minutes were accepted with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



          Monday, June 1  
 
               12:00 PM  Planning Commission



          Tuesday, June 2

               12:00 PM  Public Safety








  12:00 PM  Fair Housing (scr)


 
          Monday, June 8


  12:00 PM  Recreation Meeting








    6:30 PM  Citizen’s Corp Neighborhood Watch 



          Tuesday, June 9

               12:00 PM  Public Works 








  12:00 PM  Williamsport Municipal Authority (scr)








    3:30 PM  Finance Meeting



          Wednesday, June 10

    3:30 PM  O&E Pension Meeting


 
          Thursday, June 11
                 7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]










Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions from members of Council.

  Dr. Williamson gave a report back from the great things in our city have been doing. The three city teams that went to East Lansing in Michigan, the World Finals, last week did very well. The team from St. John Neumann within their category, came third in the world. The team from Cochran, which is my son’s team came in 8th in the World, which is the best a Williamsport Area School District team has ever done. That is 865 teams that have competed. The team sponsored by the Williamsport Lions Club came in 12 in their equally competitive district.  We represented not only Williamsport well but also the Commonwealth. Montgomery came in 14th in their division. There were 847 teams represented across 16 countries and 36 states.  The award ceremony was held in their basketball arena and there were about 15,000 people in that arena. Williamsport and Lycoming County did quite well.

  Ms. Miele, I wanted to remind everyone about the exciting Williamsport event that is happening this Saturday at Lose Park on Memorial Avenue, that is one of our two remaining basketball courts and we want to make very good use of that on Saturday.  I heard a rumor that Mayor Campana, and Democratic candidate Emily Gale were going to engage in a free throw competition. As long as the weather is cooperative I would encourage everyone to make it on down.

  Mr. Allison stated he wanted to compliment Mr. Nichols on the great party he threw for the ground breaking of the Trade & Transit II.  it was really in need of that and it really showcases, you did not take credit for all the hard work and effort that you have put into that project, it was worth celebrating and you did a good job.

  Mrs. Katz stated it started out with the bang and it progressed as being something fantastic. Next Friday is First Friday and Uptown Collective Music will be celebrating their blues Festival, 24 hours, they will start at 6:30 PM on Pine Street playing and they will be playing for the next 24 hours. All of the artists will be downtown, and with the music come on down and enjoy.

  Mr. Hall had a question for Finance.  In terms of as growing the business privilege tax that is being collected for landlords that really don't have to pay it, but are paying it, has there been an account escrowed set up for that?

  Mr. Nichols stated yes or no, we are accounting for it.

  Mr. Hall stated because it is still showing up as revenue which means somebody's going to spend it unless we protect it. Mr. Hall asked about the Gateway project, he was just reading in hearing the next step is a traffic study, and I saw Ken Trachte offer 1/3 of the money.
  Ms. Miele stated up to $45,000, the study is projected to cost between 35 and $45,000 depending on how much elements we go with. And Lycoming College will give us up to a third of that cost up to $45,000. We are hoping to work with the County to lower the cost of the study. The draft plan that has been prepared by Thomas Pointe Associates will come to Council the last week in June. They did send it Council with a recommendation pending the ability of members of the committee to continue to suggest modifications of the plan. It is a good plan and things look good. The reason that we need to move forward rather quickly with funding on that study is Penn Dot is planning to redo Third St. in 2018.  In order to make changes we do have to have this submitted by the end of this year.
  Mr. Grado stated we need to have this committed by the end of 2015.

  Mr. Hall stated, you have money in the legislative contingency, look at that and see if Mr. Nichols can find any bits and pieces., You could probably have the funding in two weeks.

  Ms. Miele, we could work with Larson Design and probably have it funded by July and completed by October.

  Mr. Grado stated we are still trying to reduce that and make sure that scope in the proposal fits what Penn Dot is looking for in the study. And we can have that before you in two weeks.
  Mr. Hall stated what we are looking at is Mulberry Street East.

  Mr. Grado, we are looking at a study to make two way traffic between Mulberry Street to Basin Street including Basin Street plus it would be a schematic diagram of what the intersection of fourth and basin Street would look like. The study was actually $36,000 for the traffic study East of Mulberry and about $7000 for the schematic to accommodate the entrance to Lycoming college. I think that is why the college was interested in is willing to participate in the overall cost for the proposal.  We are having discussions now on how the County planning office can accommodate some the traffic data collection that their office is willing to do to reduce that.

  Mr. Hall asked about the discussion of a roundabout at that section

  Mr. Grado, we are looking at a study and we are looking at a roundabout and that would be part of the study.  The key parts of the traffic component you have to look at all the signalized traffic they are and that is basically what Penn Dot wants to see. They have indicated in preliminary meetings that they have no objections.

  Mr. Hall stated so if we focus on that, we could have the money in two weeks.

  Ms. Miele stated the traffic study will help us to see if we need further study in that area.  I think it is likely but possible we won’t have to spend that money.

  Mr. Allison stated one other thing about the draft study, there is a lot of great information here, there's a planning document as well as timely information for right now. It might be helpful if we could get this in the hands of everybody on Council and have time to assimilate all the information.

  Mr. Grado stated we have extra hard copies that the consultant left and I will make sure that Janice gets it so we can get it to Council.

  Mr. Hall, this came from the people up and that’s the game plan, that’s what we have to do.

  Mr. Allison stated Tom Flynn and Charley Schmel gave us a great planning document and we paid for this study to have useful valid information on house to develop in that area. We need to keep that in front of us and the recommendations as much as possible.

  Ms. Miele stated the report itself contains excellent information. Yesterday they made key points, they recommended that someone within the city take responsibility of maintaining and overseeing this plan moving forward. Members of the City should implement this to make sure that we have more effective planning and the future.

  Mr. Hall stated so someone from the administration needs to adopt this and make sure that it gets done.  He stated you probably want to find some money somewhere as a retainer.

He asked for any other comments from the administration?  General Public?

Mr. Ralph Keller, 203 Hughes St. I just want to give you some information to help clarify some discussions concerning the parking lot, the Santa house and the grass plot.  I am definitely familiar with the Santa house, I run the trains during the Christmas season every weekend, I was also involved in the design of the thing. I don't think you realize how big that building is.  It is 10 feet wide, 20 feet long not including a 4 foot porch, the exterior dimensions are 10' x 24'. It won't fit on a 20 x 20 grass plot with the tower clock in the middle. So maybe that will help your planning, it will have to go on the pavement somewhere.
Mr. Scott Miller, 822 Tucker St. What is a Lie?  Webster's dictionary defines a lie as a falsehood uttered or acted for the purpose of deception; and intentional violation of truth; and untruths spoken with the intention to deceive. In the Bible, Exodus 2016 says you shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. Novell's prize recipient Eli Wiesel said, to remain silent and indifferent is the greatest sin of all. So if I bear witness to a lie, should I remain silent and indifferent. Thank you.

 Adjournment
Mr. Hall asked for motion to adjourn.


Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Allison and second to motion by Dr. Williamson..  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at  9:24      PM.

Janice Frank, City Clerk   
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor absent	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado 
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