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Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, May 29, 2014 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Skip Smith and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

     Approval of the May 15, 2014 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Dr. Williamson  and Ms. Miele  second and a roll call of seven yes votes. There were no questions or comments.  (Vote 7/0) 
Limited Courtesy of the Floor

Robert Reidy, 1214 Park Avenue stated he was asked to come and speak in behalf of the Williamsport rental ordinance, I am a homeowner here and I firmly believe that we need someone in place to do something to start taking action. We are having issues, an epidemic of drug issues in the city. I am raising four boys here in the city, I was born and raised here and I firmly believe that we need something to get this started and get the ball rolling with this. We need to try and curb this in any way shape or form. I am behind it 100% whatever we can do to try and get this to go and get this in the right direction. I was born and raised here, my wife was raised here and it is something we are passionate about and we want to make it right. I want to make the way it was when I was growing up which was a safe place in a good place to live. I want to get it that way again for my kids. 
Shelby Martinez, 1166 High St, I am also here this evening to say that I am support of the ordinance. I also believe that we need to hire special counsel to represent them. I think without it the city is going to be in big trouble, a lot of landlords do not live around here. I want this to be a better place for my children as well, I was born and raised here I have lived in Williamsport all my life. The area where I live in is not so great and there's a lot of landlords in our area that is not taking care of their properties. That is all I have to say.
Appointments/Reappointments








                    

Reappointments – Historic Architectural Review Board

Charles Protasio, 348 Grampian Blvd, reappointed to a term commencing 2/19/14 and ending 2/19/19.

Nan Young, 952 Hollywood Circle reappointed to a term commencing 2/19/14 and ending 2/19/19.

John DeSantis, 637 Campbell St. reappointed to a term commencing 3/6/14 and ending 3/6/19.

Shirley Abernathy, 324 High St reappointed to a term commencing 4/7/14 and ending 4/7/19.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these reappointments.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

The reappointments were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Appointment – Historic Architectural Review Board

Christopher Cooley, 1320 Locust St appointed to a 5 year term commencing 05/29/14 and ending 05/29/19.
Mr. Hall stated that Mr. Cooley is our camera man and thanked him as well as welcomed him aboard.  He asked for a motion to appoint Mr. Cooley.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

The appointment was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Reappointments – Williamsport Municipal Authority

Rose Choate, 233 Upland Road, reappointed to a term commencing 02/19/14 and ending 02/19/19.

Cindi Perry, 912 Hollywood Circle, reappointed to a term commencing 08/08/14 and ending 08/08/19.

Charles Plankenhorn, 700 Highland Terrace to a term commencing 04/19/14 and ending 04/19/19. 
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these reappointments.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

The reappointments were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Reappointments – Bowman Field Commission

Wayne Fausnaught, 1508 Elmira St., reappointed to a term commencing 04/2/14 and ending 04/02/19.

Louis Hunsinger, Jr. 1137 High St. reappointed to a term commencing 04/19/14 and ending 04/19/19.

Frank Lupacchino, 1251 Windfield Dr. reappointed to a term commencing 03/06/14 & ending 03/06/19.

Matt Hutchinson, 2010 Warrensville Rd., reappointed to a term commencing 02/19/14 & ending 02/19/19.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these reappointments.

Mr. Smith made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
The reappointments were carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Appointment – Bowman Field Commission

Bonnie Katz, Council Representative, appointed per Council term commencing 05/01/14. (by City Ordinance #6257)
Mr. Hall stated the next appointment requires no vote, it is appointed by City Hall Council President, it is recognizing that Bonnie Katz has agreed to be the Council Rep. to Bowman field commission. He thanked Mrs. Katz for her service.
Mr. Hall revised the order of the agenda to accommodate people who were attending for special resolutions/certificates.

#8349
Resolution to Approve a MOU between City of Williamsport, Lycoming College & County of Lycoming for the Old City Redevelopment Plan
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Dr. Williamson stated he will be abstaining from this resolution for professional reasons.

 Mr. Grado stated this is between the City, Lycoming College and the County of Lycoming as sets forth tasks and financial responsibilities as part of that grant contract with them in this full assistance program grant that the City received from DCED for the redevelopment plan for old City. That area is bounded downtown by Market St., Lycoming College in the north, via Bella in the S. And Chatham St. on the east. The agreement also provides for in-kind services that both the City, County, and Lycoming College will provide in order to make that development plan better. That development plan includes background studies, assessment of the existing conditions, a market analysis, visioning and scenario building, a master planning process and zoning code amendments if necessary. This agreement was reviewed by the Finance Committee. There were some changes that were recommended by the Finance Committee and they are provided to City Council in this resolution. He stated the changes that were made.  He explained how the committees were changed and stated that President Trachte is here from Lycoming College.

  Mr. Allison stated we are very appreciative of being able to enter into a partnership with Lycoming College and the County as well.  There has been much discussion about this over the last several weeks and this is the first official document we have to build on the foundation that's already has been made. The RFP from the consultant will be paid out of this. We are partners in this and we are not going to direct or finance the development, we are going to do what we can to facilitate the development there. We will help those who have a vision to develop that area. The residents that live in that area also have a voice as the process goes forth. We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
 Ms. Miele, stated this continues to be a very exciting project and I am excited how quickly it is moving along and I appreciate all Mr. Grado’s work to make the changes.

   Dr.Trachte, Lycoming College, the College continues to be very excited to see this project move forward. We look forward to working with the business people, the residents, city government, developments and everyone who has an interest in how this part of Williamsport might build out into the future. It is obviously an area that borders the college and so it's very important to us and we think that as it is filled out it will become a real asset to the institution. The second thing is to say is that the college fully supports the memorandum as written, consulted with our legal counsel and I am prepared to completely sign off on the memorandum as written. Third, I look forward to working with Mayor Campana and Councilman Allison to make some good recommendations about the members who will join us on the advisory commission. He stated he is pleased to see how rapidly this is moving forward and the college's prepared to continue to collaborate with all the interested parties to keep it moving. He stated he feels is a very exciting project for the City and the college.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson abstained.  The vote was 6 to 0.

Certificates of Appropriateness – 300 Church St, Casey & Bradie Stopper
Mr. Gerardi stated this is a certificate of appropriateness requests to construct they ground sign on his property. The sign is to be 20 feet in height, 9 feet and width, there is a copy of what the sign will look like and the area it is to be placed. The sign is black and white which is consistent with the sign that is up on the roof that was previously approved and this Council. It is a white sign with magnetic letters that are attached to it. That is consistent with the signs that we have across the street at the community arts center.  This is a cabinet type sign that is consistent with the signs that are there now. We do have a representative here if you have any questions.

Mr.  Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Ms. Miele asked Mr. Gerardi if this was consistent with the design standards. His answer was yes.

Mr. Hall asked for the vote.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Ordinance #6258
Ordinance Amending the Zoning Ordinance & the Map of the City of Williamsport(final reading)Bill#1625-14
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion for this in second reading.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Knarr stated that this is the second reading of the zoning map amendment request to change  the area between Elmira St &  Hepburn Street between West Fourth and W. 3rd St. from “CS” to “CBD”. The amendment is consistent with the comprehensive plan and I'd be happy to answer any questions.
Mr. Hall asked if there were any comments or questions.

The ordinance was carried in second reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Hall thanked Mr. Knarr for his hard work.  
Ordinance – Article 157 – Civil Service Board (first reading) Bill #1626-14  
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance on first reading.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

Mr. Lubin, before you is an ordinance creating a new civil service board. This year in March, the legislature finally rewrote the Third Class city code.  As part of the code they made effective in 60 days this weekend, one of the major changes was, in the old code, there are two separate civil service boards, one for police, and one for fire. The new code repealed those provisions and created one civil service board with third class cities. The purpose of this is to create a new civil service board by operation of law, our old civil service boards goes out of existence this week. Some of the significant changes, are a three-member board like the other ones were, but also you are appointing three alternates.  The reason the language is different for who can be a member of the board and who can be alternates, is for some reason that is the statutory language. I suspect that they took it from two different sections and combined it, and for some reason it is three citizens for the boards and it is three qualified electors for the alternates. I guess you have to be a registered voter to be an alternate but not to be on the member of the board. Also the act is very specific, the statute on when the alternates can cover our fill-in, also the order in which the alternates may appear. One of the major changes within the ordinance references to the provisions of act 22 which is the new Third Class City code, where they do have specific requirements for the board and they draft their rules and regulations. There is one suggested change in 157.01 and the last line where you have excluding the chiefs, from provisions of the civil service because of the way the Fire Department is structured, it should read excluding the administrative chiefs. So we will need an amendment for that one provision. I believe this was reviewed by Public Safety this week.
  Mr. Hall stated another change was I think these used be Council appointments and now they are Mayor appointments.
  Mr. Smith stated we did review this on Tuesday and had a full explanation given concerning these changes that have been recently been made in Harrisburg concerning Third Class City Code. It was brought out at that time we would asked for that line to be changed saying excluding the administrative chief because of the fire Department. This was passed to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation that the administrative chief be added as an amendment to it.

  Dr. Williamson stated he is making a motion to add administrative before chiefs in 157.01.  Ms. Miele seconded the motion.  

Mr. Hall stated there is some motion and a second, other questions or comments.

The amendment was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Hall asked if there were other questions or comments on the amendment itself.

  Mr. Allison stated we were also informed that we have three members and we have to the three alternates lined up so we need one more alternate.

  Mr. Hall stated before Mr. Lubin pointed out that it was a Mayor appointment, I was working with Chief Heinbach and Assistant Chief Miller and they came up with those names so now it's in the Mayor’s hands as to whether he wants them not. He asked for other questions or comments, hearing none.

The ordinance was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
#8344
Resolution Young Lungs at Play

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.

  Mr. Smith, this resolution had started approximately a year ago by a representative of the young ones that playgroup which is a nonprofit group which is part of the Pennsylvania Department of Health. At that time, Dr. Jim Redka, a local physician brought information to the Public Works committee concerning this. They provided us with a lot of information, statistics and it’s so forth and provided to us a sample ordinance. At that time we felt that some of the parts of the ordinance, we did not feel were really compatible when you look at the Pennsylvania State law, it does regulate smoking inside certain buildings, restaurants and so forth but not outside. So, there can be no real legal way to curb smoking in the outdoors. The information that they had provided us was quite extensive and this was well over a year old, there are numerous counties throughout Pennsylvania and basically that’s what this resolution is all about to be able to install signs in our city parks. They have provided a sample of the sign and it would be placed at strategic locations within our city Park. At that point in time, Mr. Wright, superintendent of Streets and Parks came in and we had a discussion with him on the signage, how would be places so forth. The Pennsylvania Department of Health will provide the number of signs that the city desires.  Mr. Wright has agreed that the Streets and Parks Department would mount the signs and would provide the post and also mount them at the locations that we had set would be picked by their department. That’s how the project actually came about. It’s been quite a number of months delay because of the situation of the actual resolution that they wanted us to bring to Council. So it has been brought to Council about a month or so ago, again we looked at the resolution that was provided by the group and we had Mr. Lubin look at it and at that time we tabled it because we felt there should be some changes made. I contacted the folks at Young lungs at play and they agreed that we could change the resolution to practically any form we wanted as long as the basics of that were kept which includes placing the signage at strategic locations within our Park. This carries obviously no enforcement and this is public parks, we still enforcement such as you will have in private institutions and private buildings. I think that one of the positive things about it I’ve heard some comments that says that carries no enforcement, it is not worth anything. Well, that can be said, however; some of us believe that having the signage and obviously not placing too many signs, because we don’t want to get into that in our parks, that’s why it’s critical that they be there he carefully placed. We feel that perhaps someone would see that and maybe think twice about lighting up a cigarette or cigar or pipe. Sometimes people don’t think about that, and sometimes a reminder such as the sign may help alleviate that situation. We all know and we have heard the statistics that Mrs. Frank stated, these came from the Department of Health. I was very shocked when I read these statistics. It’s pretty much of a given that secondhand smoke can be very dangerous to. I am very much for this resolution because I just feel that we have to protect our kids.. We are looking at ways of protecting our children when we build equipment for playgrounds and spending a lot of time, effort and dollars to protect our children. I think this is one way that we can certainly at least perhaps have someone extinguishes cigarette, cigar or pipe when they are in the area with children. I know some years ago when most of us were on City Council it was brought up by Dr. to have a burn ban ordinance and the City. The purpose of that was to keep our air is clean as possible. There were some issues at that point in town so people didn't like it, however the Council at that time decided to pass that and now there is a situation where we don't have a burning anymore and it is a good situation. We feel that has been helpful to having clean air. This was reviewed by Mr. Lubin brought to the Public Works committee and we voted to send this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.
  Ms. Miele, she felt Mr. Smith made an excellent point in even if you can't enforce this, we will give people the opportunity to reconsider smoking in an area such as this. I think sometimes that can be offered takes to make people make a wiser decision. With that in mind, I would also suggest some as we are having signs in our parks, we consider adding policies about no littering and no swearing.  This would be a great opportunity to begin to communicate to people that it's not acceptable behavior.

  Dr. Williamson stated that he 100% percent agrees with the sentiment, and stated both his parents smoked and he teaches his own kids not to do it.  He also states to his student, and he believes in the sentiment. He feels a little bit conflicted on the resolution himself, we seem to sign ourselves to death in American these days, and he wondered how affective they are. He really appreciates Mr. Smith’s explanation of the process. He believes in sending a signal, but since we can’t enforce it, he asked Mr. Lubin about his interpretation.
  Mr. Lubin answered stated first of all, because it is by resolution, it is not a law. It is purely voluntarily much as any other resolution honoring some group or a specific day, we are just asking people voluntarily not smoke in the parks.

  Dr. Williamson stated so we are declaring it smoke-free but it's not legal to declare it smoke-free.

  Mr. Lubin answered we are just asking you please don't smoke in the parks. It is a policy type of enforcement.  

 Mrs. Katz stated she thought the signage alone is something that will get to people when it says Young Lungs. It is for our children and we are hoping to set precedents here as to how our kids are going to see what goes on in their world. I do like the name of the sign.  We do have a major problem with smokers all over the place. Let’s keep it away from our kids.  She felt the signage is wonderful.

 Mr. Hall asked how the residents of this city will be notified.

 Mr. Smith answered that was placed in there by the organization and I discussed it with her and she said you could do that through a number ways, through the newspaper, and they would be willing to contribute to an article that a reporter might want to do. He was told when the community adopted this, that the paper did do a story and a picture with it. There are number ways that we discussed whether they are workable or not, we don't know. There is another situation where we discussed about giving flyers to the school district and allowing them to pass them out. Through the newspapers, and through flyers, was the intended method of notifying the public. We do have a lot of leeway in this. He mentioned a lot of different organizations and parks that have adopted it.
  Mr. Hall, stated to Mr. Lubin, we have two different ways of doing this, one is an ordinance which has the force of the law which are penalties and enforcements. And we have resolutions which are basically just we think you ought not to do this.

 Mr. Lubin stated that this type of resolution this.

  Mr. Hall stated he is not going to argue with this, he is sure the statistics and the science are perfectly correct and he believes of that, but for me this is simply nothing more than a feel-good politically correct thing to do. You can't smoke in our parks, but you can. And that's good, there’s a whole bunch of signs up there to tell you that you can't smoke in our Parks, but you can. And there is no enforcement or anything so I will be voting against it.

  Mr. Noviello stated I don't think that it says we can, it’s a suggestion to have to tobacco free areas. I look at this more as a common courtesy and a step to all those that are looking out for community and health. I don't think they should be simply set aside, I think this is just fitting. It reflects a sense of mindfulness regarding our own health and it is certainly geared towards children, and I value that.

  Mr. Allison asked about a typo in the resolution, should that say slowed lung growth, he asked that it be corrected.

  Mr. Smith stated that is something we can check in and certainly change that.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any other questions or comments, hearing none.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  Mr. Hall voted no. The vote was 6 to 1.
#8345
Resolution Certifying the Local Match for State Operating Financial Assistance

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Nichols stated this resolution relates to River Valley Transit financial assistance grant, in this case for fiscal year beginning July 1, 2014 through June 30 of next year. This first resolution certified that RVT will use the allocated funds for operating expenses only and that RVT will secure the local match from various local partners in the amount of $318,040. This is followed by the second resolution which further certifies that the City will provide the local share with the understanding that we will then invoice our various partners, municipalities and organizations further required share to reimburse the city. Once again, there is no increase in local share to the various partners including the city which we been able to do for the past 15 years. So we are asking your approval on this first resolution.

  Dr. Williamson stated in a review of this we noted that this is the standard resolution that we see this time about every year. In particular, this second resolution that will be, not that that amount has not changed for the city when the local match increases due to increase state operating financial assistance, that that has been funded via additional partners that have been identified by River Valley Transit during their operations.
So, both this and the next resolution passed the full body of Council with positive recommendation.
  Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments, there were none.

The Resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

#8346
Resolution by Municipality Certifying Provision of Local Match for State Operating Financial Assistance

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Nichols had nothing to add.

City Council members have nothing to add so Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
#8347
Resolution Authorizing the City of Williamsport to Award a Contract for the Purchase of Radio System & Equipment
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.

Mr. Nichols stated this is to approve a contract with Bills Electronics for radio upgrade project to enhance RVT's communications capability, including the use of portable radios. The new radios use digital technology instead of analog and will include the installation of a new digital repeater at a desirable site to improve coverage especially as it relates to our expanded service. He thanked Councilman Smith who took a lot of his time to assist us in developing this project and help to ensure that the state grant for this project was and checked and the funds meets our needs for the next several years. This project is being funded by a state 100% grant and it was reviewed by both the Finance committee and Public Works committee.

  Mr. Smith stated this was brought before our Public Works committee and he gave a little bit of background on this. He stated there were questions about the future what RVT may be facing and he made sure that we will not be outdated in five years.  This is the new technology of today and this will be around for quite a number of years. This is the system that they are going to be using is the accepted system by the federal communications.   He explained the new requirements that are interfaced with the radio system, the backup and the battery operation. This is being brought under state contract, and the radios that are currently being used are of an older generation however they are going to be transferred to streets and parks division.  That will keep the repair costs down, we sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
  Mr. Hall stated so you're telling us, that it is a good system and I'm glad you're the one to look at it.

  Dr. Williamson stated that at our review at Finance, Mr. Nichols made it clear that Mr. Smith's involvement, technical side, especially moving the tower site made the system work better. From my finance standpoint, the numbers had not changed and we did make note that Streets & Parks can use the old system.  So we passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
   Mr. Noviello wanted to thank Mr. Smith and feels this is an opportunity to advance ourselves within the city and this is an additional move with cost-saving opportunities. 
  Mr. Hall asked for any other questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8348
Resolution to Approve Change Orders No.2 & No.3 for Improvements at Hepburn St. Rail Crossing

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Grado stated, we are asking Council's approval for two change orders that the necessary as part of the Hepburn Street rail crossing that is currently under construction at the foot of Hepburn Street. This project was a cooperative project between the County of Lycoming and SEDA-COG.  Under is the MOU, the City’s responsibility or portion of the total $186,000 project was $65,318.  There was some inlet modifications and some drainage work and the total amount about $7500 that was necessary as part of that. Is currently ongoing by Mid-State Paving.  They are under contract, however we are responsible for the access road as Council is aware is a safety improvement in fencing will be done by SEDA-COG.  That would bring our total commitment to $72,802. These funds are being provided under the act 13 funds as part of the street projects. This was reviewed by the finance committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated that we discussed this and it is an unfortunate need, but part of the project to improve this and also to improve safety for people accessing what will be the official parking area as access to the Riverwalk at Hepburn Street. Finance passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any comments or questions, hearing none. 

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution # 8350
Resolution  MOU with the County of Lycoming to Permit the Release of Grant Funds

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Chief Foresman, this resolution is to release grant funds, typically around this time a year, this is released through the Edward Bryne Grant.  This year's amount awarded is $10,506.  These funds are shared by the County and the Cty with a 50-50 split. The funds are used for equipment needs and the County asked for amount of funds for bullet proof vests they needed, and since the County was so gracious to the City earlier this year, by buying a piece of very expensive equipment for us, we agreed with the County to allow our share to go to the County for their commitment needs. This was reviewed at Public Safety committee and the Finance committee.
  Dr. Williamson stated nothing to add, we have seen the grant comes through year after year and this year is the sign of ongoing cooperation between the City and the County. We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Smith stated yes we made out quite well and we passed this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were other questions or comments, hearing none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8351
Resolution to Approve & Execute an Agreement for Special Counsel in Regards to the Williamsport Rental Ordinance
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mr. Smith made the motion  and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Asst. Chief Miller, as you know this ordinance is very important for City for many reasons. In my position, I take my duty to represent the fine citizens here very seriously. Part of my duties is to seek out experts in certain fields that I have to deal with on a daily basis.  Mr. Vinsko has been very instrumental in assisting me in the preparation of this ordinance and he is the expert field, he is the original author of the one strike ordinance and it only makes sense to me to reach out to him and asked for his guidance and assistance. He was planning on being here tonight but another matter and another municipalities came up. He is available for conference call tonight if you have questions. He wanted me to offer his apologies and I give you a letter he drafted this evening.

  Capt. Orwig, stated two days ago on Tuesday, before Public Safety committee, and the Finance committee, this resolution was given a positive recommendation by both committees and received a unanimous vote by all member seated. I, personally as a resident, and my daughters this residents, and my granddaughters are residents here, I wish to personally thank you for that recommendation.  I appreciate your guidance and the fact that you allow me to offer my own.  Mr. Vinsko, comes with extensive courtroom and litigation experience regarding municipal issues, he specializes in third class city code among others. He has authored much legislation for the city of Wilkes-Barre to include their three strikes and one strike ordinance as well as the rental ordinance and including our own.  He has defended and most importantly for those that came for us, he has defended successfully challenges to that ordinance to the highest court of this state.
  Mr. Smith stated we did review this at the Public Safety Meeting, and we did have quite a lengthy discussion concerning it.  The Public Safety committee had met and work sessions gone over and over and over this. There were a lot of changes that were made in the ordinance as it went through this progress from beginning to end. One of the things that we were very concerned about if it would pass a court test. We did not want to put provisions in there that won't be passed, we know that there could be a court that could strike it down. There was time spent in looking at other ordinances in other cities and their court decisions had come about  the rental ordinance.  Mr. Vinsko was consulted in which he did pro bono.  We feel we are now treading into a new area, because we've never had a rental ordinance of this type. We now have an Appeals Board that are comprised of many local citizens.  There is a reason why we wanted to go at least for the first time of appeals, so the police, and codes could learn.  We are hearing that there might be some appeals represented by attorneys out of the area.  We have previously approved hiring of specializes firms for other things in the City.  So we feel at this point in time it is well worth bringing in a specialist for these appeals that are about to be heard. We sent this to the full body Council with positive recommendation.

  Dr. Williamson stated we had a very nice presentation helping us understand the reasons behind the proposal and exactly where they felt the need would be for Mr. Vinsko’s services. Those are reflected in some of the recommendations that we worked out together to revise the resolution to spell those out specifically,  and to present the city's position in appeals, because in that role the solicitor helps the appeals board go through the process as should also be providing legal advice to the City. And because Mr. Vinsko’s expertise in this area to help the City gain some insight and some knowledge. We excluded from the list any appeals that would go to the common pleas or any lawsuits that would go to the City.  From a finance committee standpoint, for city tax dollars, we got a good idea from their intention that their intent was not to go over a certain dollar amount.  We also have the timeframe here as well. With the tweaks in place we passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation
  Mr. Hall stated he appreciates the $5000.  And the most important thing and here he understands the need for specialized legal advice.  We have hired attorneys outside the city for union negotiations, but most of things we've done in-house and in city within our own ordinances, this one is new, this one is still being tested and this one is worth some time to have an attorney who does have experience who will assist our solicitors on all these appeals in the future.  This looks like a six months learning curve and we do have some appeals coming up next week.

  Mr. Lubin stated the reason for it, either Mr. Smith and I, one of us will represent the board and one of us will represent the administration. Because of that separation you really can't talk to us because who’s ever representing the board is going to be independent of the administration.  After the first round of hearings we can sit down and go over with him, his view on different matters. He has been a resource on this, I just calling him and asking him questions of the process and procedures. He is the one who drafted the ordinance he should handle the first go around.  

  Mr. Hall stated Mr. Vinsko has not represented the City involving the rental ordinance to date, because we have not had any to date so I will assume that there's not going to be any back billing, for any representation that he might've thought that he was providing for the city at the Zoning hearing board.

  Captain Orwig stated, he is being consulted about the shutdowns and he is more than well prepared to defend these cases coming, he is further well prepared to handle any appeals.

  Mr. Hall asked well, was Mr. Vinsko representing the City in the matter of zoning?

  Mr. Gerardi stated he did actually represent the City as at the Zoning hearing board.

  Mr. Hall asked if there was a contract for that?

  Mayor Campana stated he did not charge us, that was pro bono.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any other questions or comments, hearing none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Certificates of Appropriateness - HARB 

       All items are recommended for approval unless otherwise indicated   
Item 2.  Covenant Central Church

807 
West Fourth Street


A. Wash exterior with low pressure water, using a mild masonry cleaner as needed.  

B. Repoint masonry joints as needed.  Match original mortar composition, color, joint width and profile.  

C. Install caulk around window perimeter framing.  

D. Repaint trim and doors as needed, same colors as existing.  

Item 3.  Salvatore & Deborah Porchia

313 Maynard Street

A. Remove slate roof and asphalt roofs.  Repair roof deck and install Landmark Colonial Slate architectural shingles with dark drip edge.  

B. Remove K gutter & deteriorated ½ round gutters.  Replace with ½ round gutters.    Color: same                          

C.   Remove two brick chimneys.  Cap off and roof over.  Retain 1 chimney

D. Paint trim as needed, same colors as existing.

Item 4.  Larry Paulhamus

315-317 Locust Street

A. Repair south end of front porch as needed to level porch and secure it.  Include replacing rotted or missing trim and supports.  Install new support pier(s), block or posts, as needed.  Locate behind the lattice.  Exposed repair material to be in-kind and of same appearance as original.  

B. Repair lattice with wood including new slats and frame.  Repair to original appearance, tight weave lattice.  

C. Remove rotted decking from porch.  Install new fir tongue and groove decking on first and second front porch floors.  

D. Repair trim and moldings around second floor deck with same material as existing.

E. Paint wood and aluminum siding.  Body – Valspar Lyndhurst Shady Green - white and dark green trim

F. Install panel style, non-working shutters on south side windows.  Optional

Item 5. Mirabito Properties 

1005 Vine Avenue

A. Install 2, double-faced signs, one facing Vine, one facing Park St.  Or 1 single sign

All signs a maximum 3’2” X 6’ in size on a ¾” board between 2 posts with ball top finials.  Colors: Green Background (same family as house color), Cottage red (burgundy) trim   Gold leaf or white letters    

Size - Locations as approved by Zoning Board 

B. Replace or repair rotted house clapboards with new wood or wood consolidant, to same as original size and appearance.

C.  Prepare and paint same color as existing – Salem Gray, Gloucester Sage, Hadley Red

Item 6.  Mirabito Properties

 936 West Third Street

A. Demolish the one story addition on the east side of the rear barn.

B. Repair the main barn using wood, same style as existing, wood window sashes, and a carriage house style door, with an option to install a single entry door in the carriage house doors.

C. Paint cottage red.
Item 7.  Mirabito Properties

710 West Third Street

A.  Repair damaged exterior wood, including siding, trim, soffits, balustrade, and sills to prepare for painting.  If wood is not repairable, the item may be replaced with new wood or a replacement material giving the appearance of wood.  All repairs or replacements must replicate the original appearance, including design, color, texture, and other visual qualities.   

B.  Remove porch deck and install new 2 ½” to 3 ¼” Douglas fir, tongue & groove.  Paint

C.  Install a 7’ section of balustrade across (west to east) the east front porch deck.  Balustrade will create a secure area on the east wing of the porch.  New balustrade will match the existing with 3 horizontal rails & row of spindles and be connected to the existing porch posts & house wall.

D.  Retain existing K gutters only if they are useable.  If gutters are replaced, install ½ round gutters and round downspouts, aluminum or galvanized.  Paint to match new trim color.

E. Repair window sashes with wood as needed for painting.  

F. Prepare and paint exterior.  Colors: HC 69 Whitall Brown – trim - HC 50 Georgian Brick – body 1st & 2nd floors - HC 122 Great Barrington Green – accents & window sashes - HC 98 Providence Olive – body- 3rd floor

Item 8.  Mirabito Properties
405 West Fourth Street

A. Install a wood plank fence with framed tight-weave lattice top and decorative finials on the posts.  Paint or Stain to match house trim.  Fence to be located on Elmira St starting at the southerly corner of the side porch, south on the east property line, across the rear to the rear southeast corner of a proposed garage.  Fence height-6 foot maximum.  New grass areas and landscaping will be added.  

B. Construct a 24’ x 24’, 2-car garage, and 2 landings at rear of property.  The garage is one and one half stories.  

Item 9  Keegan Klotz

234 Park Street

A. Remove existing asphalt shingles.  Install Landmark Architectural shingles, Colonial Slate color

B. Install ½ round gutters  and round downspouts.  Galvanized  steel
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.  

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions or comments.

 The certificate of appropriateness were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Accept for filing: 

Public Safety Committee Meeting Minutes:  04/01/14

Public Works Committee Meeting Minutes 04/15/14

Williamsport Parking Authority Minutes 03/19/14

Financial Report April 2014
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these minutes for filing.

Mr. Smith made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

The minutes were carried with seven yes roll call votes.

Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday June 12, 2014 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. There is a Police Pension Board Meeting immediately following the meeting tonight, followed by a short executive session. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:







      Monday, June 1                       
 12:00 PM  Planning Commission








 12:00 PM  Fair Housing (scr)


                   Tuesday, June 2

  
 12:00 PM  Public Safety Committee 



      Thursday, June 5


   1:00 PM  Heroin Summit- Mayor (scr)



      Friday, June 6


 12:00 PM  Housing Appeals Board


                   Monday, June 9


   3:00 PM  ERC Meeting


   4:00 PM  Recreation Meeting


                   Tuesday, June 10

                9:00 AM  Housing Needs Committee








 12:00 PM  Public Works








   3:30 PM  Finance Committee


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]










Mr. Hall stated he noticed there are group of people here would like to speak in this meeting, he then asked who would like to speak.

Gerry Fausnaught, Elmira St,

She stated that there are about 25 people there to talk about this problem in the Grafius Run area.
Neighborhood Concerns and Pleads for Solutions 

May 29, 2014 

Council president, Mr. Hall, members of council, mayor and city administration: 

The residents south of the Grafius Runs in the Northern section of the City of 

Williamsport, address you this evening of an ongoing safety and nuisance issue that 

continues to plague and cause unnecessary damage to the homes, streets, and alleys in

our neighborhood. 

Since we all know that taking a look at a historical perspective enables us to better look 

to the future, let me begin with a sketchy history of the Grafius Runs problem: 

• 1912 Water turned into Penn Street. Grafius Run will cause no more

trouble in East End all drainages west go into storm sewer conduit. 

• 1940s Grafius Run at Cochran was put into conduits and the problem began

with much surface water 

• 1972 Agnus, after the flood, the grates were changed to lessen the slope to 

a gradual angle 

• 1990 Action promised on Grafius Run the following steps were promised by 

Mayor Bloom: 1. Work with Loyalsock Twp. to remove potential debris and 

inspect twice a year 2. Repair and reinforce neglected holding areas around

grates. 3. Ordinance to force home owners to disconnect downspouts and 

sump pumps from sanitary sewers. 4. Establish a neighborhood warning 

network. March review planned. Randy Hipple "The citys attention will not 

recede with the flood waters". 

1991 during the Bloom administration a log kicking machine was installed 

at the Elmira Street site-Council meeting to discuss other steps to avert 

flooding 

• 1992 flooding— no machine working, no manning 

• 1996 January ice built up , snow covered worsened the situation, manning 

was too late 

• 1999 September build up once more this time SEWAGE added to the 

problem manning too late 

2004-05 Wolf administration instituted the manning of the back hoe 

• 2012 July 28, disastrous, Campana administration, machines not manned 

once again, heavy flooding 

• 2014 machines not manned until 5:50 AM too late, flooding once again, 

Campana administration 

After the incident in July 2012, there was a gathering of neighbors, Mayor Campana, 

Mr. Wright, Mr. Grado, and the Asst. Fire Chief Heckman at the corner of Elmira and 

Vallamont Drive. At that meeting we were told this type of mishap would never occur 

again. A plan would be created and implemented and in that plan a watchful eye of the

weather, along with a person manning the backhoes, if a storm was predicted, would 

occur. Such a plan has not been created, the machinery is in disrepair, to our 

knowledge, Loyalsock Township supervisors have not been contacted, and we know it is 

going to rain again! 

As you can see, there is a long history of problems and a few attempts to minimize the

situation. We understand that "mother nature" will deluge us with rain and rushing 

water. However, we also know that with diligence in using the permanent back hoe in a 

TIMELY manner, the damage will be lessened. 

Because the neighbors watch the weather forecasts, which we wish City officials would 

also do, there are those in the area who walk over to the Runs and observe debris 

building up but are unable to do anything but call 911. It seems obvious to us that if City 

employees are aware of snow storms and prepared to plow streets they should also be 

aware of heavy rains and man the back hoes. 

The following are concerns shared by neighbors at a neighborhood meeting held 

Tuesday, May 20, 2014. 
The alarm at the Elmira Street site didn't work on May, 2014 

The machine was not manned until 5:50 AM 

We were told that the person who operates the machine lives in 

Hughesville 

The machine is not properly maintained 

911 calls were made but neighbors feel this shouldn't need to be done 

No plan has been created for the Grafius Run situations but was promised

by the Mayor 2 years ago 

Overtime should be paid for city workers to man the machine just like for 

snow storms to plow streets 

Has anyone talked with Loyalsock Township or the county to clear debris upstream? 

We , as a neighborhood , have not been taken seriously 

There is still debris on the streets and only the neighbors have been 

cleaning 

We know there are costs involved but we are some of the highest paying

tax payers in the City 

Since the police and firemen are on call 24 hours a day everyday couldn't 

they be checking continually during storms for backup problems? 

We believe there are simple solutions to the flooding problem in our neighborhood and 

we offer several strong suggestions; 

Watch the weather forecasts for heavy rains 

Create a plan that is feasible, flexible, and revised as needed 

MAN the machines that are in place 

Contact Loyalsock Township supervisors for a collaborative solution to 

upstream debris problems 

Maintain the machines so they work during flooding 

Place a camera on the sites and have a watchful eye during bad weather 
We want to thank you for listening to our concerns and look forward to hearing your 

plan for solutions in the NEAR future. Remember it WILL rain again and we expect you

will be a part of the solution not the problem. 

Respectfully, 

Neighbors in the Grafius Runs area. 

PS 

We did hear the alarm at the Saint Luke site being tested last Saturday. That was the 

first time neighbors remember hearing the alarm. Praying it works in the future. 

Mr. Hall thanked her and stated we don’t usually respond but we will certainly like to see the pictures you intended to show us. He stated he gets a foot of water also when it rains.
Mr. Scott Miller, 822 Tucker St.

Development in the city and other infrastructure concerns that he has:  a few years ago this Council passed a zone because the developer was biting at the bit to develop. That plan did not come to fruition. The Susquehanna Trailways was torn down because there was a developer chomping at the bit ready to build right now, they're holding me up and now it is a pile of dirt, there is not even grass planted there which I believe is a code violation. Midtown Deck, torn down, we got a build right now, that plan fell through. Now we have 2014 project, and I'm worrying that the city is going to be stuck with a pile of dirt and the developer that is I couldn't get the financing to do it, and were going to have another pile of dirt in the city. I am not against that development, but I want to make sure that we have the funding and people have the financing in place that when it does start, it will be done throughout from start to finish without councils having to come back and find money and transfer money and shift money and all those magic tricks that they do, but the funding for it. The other thing I wanted address, is the pot holes. And the street collapses in the city, upon Campbell Street the 1500 block couple weeks ago I noticed a whole side of it was collapsed in. The Friday before Memorial weekend, occurring sinkhole in the 800 block of Tucker Street let loose.  A guy came home with a half a dozen buckets of dirt dumping it in the whole, ooo that ain't enough, how many times does it have to sink in before we fix it properly? I understand it costs a little bit more to do the job right but if it were your property or your car that was going to go into that sinkhole and be damaged, we can you want it done right the first time? I just worry that the city is borrowing all this money and doing all these great projects and everything but they don't come to fruition  of and we are not getting the stuff that the city needs to be taking care of done before we are taking on more projects. Before we build a multimillion dollar project, how about fixing the potholes and fixing the sink holes, and fixing the street collapses.  These people talking about Grafius Run, fix that.

Mr. Frank Moltz, 1601 Elmira St, the Cochran school playground is in my backyard, sometimes it is Cochran school River.  I feel like I am qualified to speak to you and I do appreciate the opportunity. Since I was almost born at 1601 Elmira Street, my parents bought the house when I was two months old, my parents bought the house before. From 1934 to the late 40s early 50s, I can speak of personal knowledge, there is no flooding. We had a sump in our basement, no pump, it did go out to the storm sewer. It did collect the water that came around the foundation and went all out to the storm sewer. Council's edict in those days, we disconnected and put some pumps, after 1996 I had two pumps in my cellar, one is a quarter horsepower the other is a half horsepower because we had 38 inches of water in the basement. When Grafius Run, was built it was a flood control project. That's because when I was a child, it was an open run, both tributaries come together right in our backyard. We never had water. None on the ground, not in the ground are in our basement. Because all the natural flow comes to Grafius Run.  When you put the big 12 foot concrete pipe in the ground, the water comes to Grafius Run, like it always did. But it is locked, it has a damn there so does turn around and it goes back and puts undue pressure on the walls, the floor, whatever of the house. So you get water. It did not happen until it was built. Then during the 1936 in 1946 floods, I don't remember the 36 one, I do the 46 one, my dad's business, had over 100 cars parked down on Elmira, and from Cherry Street up to Highland Terrace because the flood waters was in the garage on Third street. There was no water in the streets are in the basements in the Vallamont area. So things have changed drastically. I know that you have over time and you bring people into plow snow, and that does inconvenience people if the snow accumulates but it really doesn't cost too much money. In 1996, I had to buy a new furnace, I had to buy a new washer and the new dryer with 38 inches of water in the basement. Then it costs about $1700 to have somebody come in and clean the basement and disinfect it because there was sewage and water. So I figure at that point it cost me almost $7000. That could buy a lot of overtime for the city of Williamsport to have two people man those machines. I don't think there's a problem if the machines are manned. Timely, and long enough to make sure that there is no damage and there is no inconvenience for all of these people. I think we have been ignored, or forgotten about I don't know which is worse. We are not asking for whole lot of expense, we are not asking for a whole lot of anything to understanding and a plan to do something and then to enact the plan as was promised two and half years ago. I do think it's time that somebody, Council hopefully will make sure the administration does set up a plan and put in place something that will protect us. Because it is not only inconvenient, is a health hazard if you have a sewer backup, and it is certainly a disaster for individuals if you get flooding. Thank you again for your time.
Mr. Hall asked if there were any comments from the general public?

Mr. Nichols stated the Mayor wanted me to report that he has asked me to chair an Ad-Hoc committee within the administration to look at this issue and to look at what is not working correctly, make recommendations as to how to better handle future episodes. Clearly, we need to have a comprehensive plan as these folks made many suggestions and many good ones.  We one incorporate and report back to the Mayor, we have pledged to do, there are a lot of things we need to look at, that are technology, more redundancy in the system we have in place which did not work as indicated by Mrs. Fausnaught, obviously adding more agencies in terms of notification such as the County, looking at things like adding a better infrastructure in terms of handling the debris that is coming downstream. We have some ideas we feel will totally mitigate that, as been suggested working with Loyalsock, as to why there is a continuing amount of debris that's coming down during rain storms. In looking at our records, there are more events that have been happening in the last two years. We need to do better job in finding comprehensive plan, that builds on the system we have in place, we do have a system, clearly they did not function 100% the last time. Part of our report is to say why it did not function 100%. We want to make sure that that does not happen again, would like to report back to not only Council, but to their respective Council committees, we would like to also have a meeting with the neighborhood, give them an opportunity to comment on what we do with our comprehensive approach to alleviate this problem. The Mayor has pledged to fix it, and there has been a lot of lip service over the last few years because it seems to be continuing to happen, that the Mayor is committed and will get people in our committee to provide a clearer process steps to solve this problem so it doesn't happen again. We are committed to doing that.

Mayor Campana stated after we met with the residents, we did create a plan, there is a plan in place but evidently it needs to be updated and we are looking at some real strong new technologies and I believe that will alleviate the situation as well. We look forward in appearing before the public works, and public safety committee's very shortly to announce a revised plan.

Mr. Hall said thank you Mayor, in terms of your AD Hoc committee, it seems you have already met and named them?

Mr. Nichols stated yes, the Mayor approach me to chair the committee, we started with the two chiefs, myself, & Mr. Grado.  Obviously, again if there someone else from the neighborhood who wants to participate in that effort, we would welcome them, or a Council member.  The Mayor asked that we come back with the plan and updated recommendation no later than June to address the issue.

Mr. Hall stated I think having citizens on that committee for input and over site is helpful and we will have a councilperson there.

Mr. Allison asked if County is involved?

Mr. Nichols replied no one of the things, the first thing we want to do is identify the issues, we went have better tech knowledge he and redundancy in the other system. It was suggested that the County be notified through a system. 

Mr. Allison suggested getting the County involved right away.

Mr. Hall asked Mr. Smith to get a member of one of his committees on the Mayor’s AD Hoc committee

Mr. Smith stated we have two Public Works committee meetings per month and one Public Safety meeting, our next Public Works meeting will be in two weeks and I would like to take the opportunity to discuss this right away.  We are seeing worst storms than ever before.  Something obviously has to be done, and Council needs to be in the loop.   I would at least like to start a discussion so Council is informed of what is occurring and perhaps we have suggestions along the way to keep the project moving as soon as possible.  I understand the problems you folks are having and I think it is a combination of several things.  We will address this in Public Works and Public Safety.
Mr. Hall stated so please give the Mayor a name to attend his AD Hoc Committee.   
Dr. Williamson stated we have a history that went back 100 years that we have had a problem and the solutions have been temporary.  So, we want to go very quickly to find ways to make sure this current system works and is manned and we want to develop a long term infrastructure in place, let’s figure out a short term plan that works now and not lose sight of a long term plan.  Let’s keep our eye on this and get a plan in fund and a way to fund that so we can fix this once and for all.  I know we have a set of priorities that we need to add this to the top.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adjourn.

 Adjournment





Meeting adjourned upon motion by Dr. Williamson and second to motion by Ms. Miele.  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at   

9:37  PM.
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