City Council Meeting Minutes of May 30, 2013

        Thursday, May 30, 2013
Williamsport, PA

Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, May 30, 2013 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Skip Smith and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Council President Bill Hall called the meeting to order. He asked for approval of City Council Meeting Minutes dated 05/16/13.  Do I have a motion to approve these minutes?  

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.  There were no questions or comments.  The minutes were approved with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0 for approval.  
Limited Courtesy of the Floor
There was none.

Appointments/Reappointments

Williamsport Parking Authority

Ken DiRocco is reappointed commencing 6/1/2012 to a 5 year term ending 6/1/2017.

Brandon Park Commission

William McConnell, 95 Parkwood Street will be reappointed starting 1/1/13 to a 5 year team ending 1/1/18.

Hiawatha

Jay Livziery, 970 Vallamont Drive will be reappointed starting 6/1/11 to a 3 year term ending 6/1/14.

Recreation Commission

Carmella Preziosi, 812 Poplar St. will be reappointed starting 1/1/13 to a 4 year term ending 1/1/17.

Mayor Campana asked for approval for reinstatement of these members.
Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions.

The reappointments were approved with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Demolition   52 East Third St. – Chartwell Mulberry Street LLC
Mr. Gerardi stated attach for your review is a demolition requests from Chartwell Mulberry Street LLC for the structure located at 52 E. 3rd St. in the central business district. The structure has been used for different types of businesses, Susquehanna Trailways and is currently vacant. The owners intent is to construct a commercial facility on this parcel of ground. Land development plan will be required prior to any instruction. All zoning and building requirements will be addressed at that time. Grass will need to be planted if a permit is not issued within three months. We do have a representative here.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the demolition.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions.

Jennifer Losey of Chartwell Hotel, and her address is Montoursville. 
Mr. Smith stated he saw a for sale sign on the property.

Ms. Losey stated that is correct, it is actually for lease so we are actually leasing it. We are looking to bring in a retail customer for that area.

Mr. Smith stated that the enter plans on building a building and leasing of space in the building. She stated that is correct.

Ms. Miele stated so the owner will build to suit.

Ms. Losey answered yes.

Mr. Hall asked for any more comments or questions. There were none.

The demolition was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Demolition  631 Pine Street – Ellen Davis

Mr. Gerardi stated this is the demolition request from Ellen H. Davis for the structure located at 631 Pine St. in the “CC” district. The structure was an apartment complex and photo studio and is currently vacant. There is no immediate development plans. A land development plan will be required prior to any construction. All zoning and building requirements will be addressed at that time. Grass will need to be planted if a permit is not issued within three months.
We do have are representative here if there's any questions. This is the property that has been on our blighted list for a long time and she is requesting that we tear down.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this demolition.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Ms. Miele asked if the building was structurally sound.

Mr. Gerardi stated yes that was structurally sound.

Mr. Noviello asked about the existing shrubbery.  Mr. Gerardi stated he did not know.

The demolition was approved with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Certificate of Appropriateness  - 151 – 155 West Fourth St. – Matthew Schauer

Mr. Gerardi this is a proposed request to paint 1st floor on west side of building and trim around windows and doors on ground level. The building is located in central business district. See attached photo for color and design. The planning commission reviewed this on Monday, May 20, 2013 with a positive recommendation. The front of the building will remain the same.  If you look at the picture you is see a red stripy like to pay across the top and you can look down and see the red color.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.

Ms. Miele made the motion and Dr. Williamson seconded it.

There was more discussion about the colors that will be painted on the building.  Basically, you will see the red stripes and the red panels.

Mrs. Katz if the top of building will still be white.  The answer was yes.  Ms. Miele asked about modifications in the building front, there will not be anything awkward?  Mr. Gerardi stated no.  He also stated there is not a time frame.  

Mr. Hall asked if there were any more comments or questions.
The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Certificate of Appropriateness 40 – 42 West Fourth Street
Mr. Gerardi  attached for your review is to propose certificate of appropriateness request to remove first and second-floor façade and restore existing brick face. If brick faces not read parable than the veneer brick face will be applied to match existing brick. The building is located in the central business district. The planning commission reviewed this request on Monday, May 20, 2013.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8230
Resolution to Approve a Reimbursement Agreement with the PA Dept. of Transportation for the

The Reconstruction & Improvements of Reach Road
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Grado stated this agreement is a standard reimbursement agreement between the city and the Department of Transportation. It is for the $340,000 ARC grant that was given to the city for phase 2 a for the Reach Road project. This is a standard agreement and it is part of the necessary documents that we are required to execute. It was reviewed by the Finance committee.

Dr. Williamson stated in our review on Tuesday, this was another endless line of grants, to see this moving forward to the next phase of Reach Road, it is important to note that is being match from our Act 13 funds and not from our general funds.  Finance passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments. There were none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8231
Resolution to Approve an Agreement between the County of Lycoming & City of Williamsport for the Reach Road Reconstruction Project
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Grado thanked Council President for putting it on the agenda.  There is no cost to the City, the County is picking up the design costs in order to proceed.

Dr. Williamson stated we also reviewed this because we just got it on Tuesday, we passed it to the full body of Council with no recommendation.  All these phases can happen simultaneously next year.

Mr. Hall stated that Larson Design Group comes with this money, we can not chose our contractor.

Mr. Smith asked for verification that Arch Street will be done in June.  The answer was yes 
Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions. There were none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution # 8232
Resolution  Service Agreement – Keystone Communication
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Chief Foresman, this resolution is a service agreement. Last year we started looking at some of the maintenance contract that the fire and police department had. This is pertaining to the radio equipment we owned on Bald Eagle Mountain.  We discovered that there needs to be some contract updated in order to accomplish that task we asked for proposals continued.    There were two vendors that we looked at them both were very similar if not identical pricing. From that we chose to go with Keystone communications for a few reasons.  Keystone currently services all mobile radios for the Williamsport Police Department, and they are currently contacted by the County for equipment that is also located at the Bald Eagle Site.  I am requesting that City Council approve this maintenance agreement to maintain the equipment already there. This was reviewed at finance on Tuesday.
Dr. Williamson, there was some discussion about how this connected to the prior contract the city had and we reviewed between public safety and the Department of Transportation it was determined that the original contract that existed with the different contractor needed to be reallocated between departments because of additional use by River Valley transit that did not exist under the original contract. So that as I understand it has been or will be worked out with the prior contractor. You are taking over the old contract because you use it more than Public Safety.  In total, it is not additional costs to the City, but a reflection to the needs of each department.  Finance passed it to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Smith stated it was not brought to Public Safety but as a communications engineer by profession, I offer pro bono services to the City to assist them in putting the specifications together for the service contract and also reviewing the bids that came in for them. I was also involved in the writing of the specs for the new antennas and new transition line that went on the building on Bald Eagle Mountain.  It will all work out fine.

Mr. Hall asked if there were comments or questions.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8233
Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Mechanical Construction Contract for RVT’s CNG

Building Modification Project
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Nichols, This resolution authorizes the City of Williamsport, on behalf of RVT, to enter into a mechanical construction contract related to RVT’s CNG building modification project.  The mechanical construction is part of RVT’s CNG fueling Facility Project.  The mechanical construction is part of Phase II that was divided up into three primes, general, electrical, and mechanical.  This phase of the CNG project consists of site and building modifications to convert RVT’s exising facility into a facility capable of supporting a CNG bus fleet.  During the original bidding of this phase of the project in April, RVT did not receive any mechanical construction bids.  Therefore the mechanical specifications were re-designed by Larson Design Group.  Both the Federal Transit Administration and the PA Dept of Transportation recommended re-bidding this contract.  A bid distribution list is attached for review.  We received two bids, on Wednesday, May 22, 2013 and opened a public bid opening in City Council Chambers.  The bids were I. Ray Zimmerman, $470,420.00 and an incomplete bid from CTK Industrial Service.  Larson Design reviewed the bids and recommended awarding the bid to I. Ray Zimmerman.  This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.
Dr. Williamson stated at our review at the finance meeting, any time you're not getting bidders there is a bit of concern that we may be overpaying. A couple of things to note is the administration and Larson design worked fairly hard to identify and reach out to communicate with potential bidders on this. There were 60 different contractors getting material on the process and a number of them attended a pre-bid meeting. One reason there are fewer bidders was because there is quite a bit of work right now which is good news for the economy and some of the difficulties in being part of the paperwork on a federal transportation project. Larson design group's initial estimate was about $500,000 and this came under it. Given that they felt that the contractor was well-qualified, they recommended it to us and we recommended it to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Allison asked about the three faces of the project, the blue states indicates when the actual facility will be operational is estimated in September, if it's still on course for this?

Mr. Nichols said yes we are still looking at it to be intact. They have assured us that they are going to be able to meet the schedule.  We will give them a notice to start as soon as this is approved.
Mr. Noviello asked about recycling impact.
Mr. Nichols, stated that is part of the project, as you may recall, there will be two fueling areas.  As part of the project we are going to relocate the recycling project across Lycoming Creek which is an open area right now. They will have a lot better access than they do right now. That will happen sometime this summer.
Mr. Hall asked for more questions or comments.  

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution # 8234
Resolution Certifying the Local Match for State Operating Financial Assistance

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Mr. Nichols stated this resolution and the next is a standard resolution required by Penn Dot as part of RVT’s annual state operating financial assistance grant for Fiscal  year  2013-14.  As set forth in resolution, RVT must provide a minimum local match of $302,895 to receive Act 44 – Section 1513 funds in the amount of $3,411,804.  The city funds we will be providing this but we state that the city will be providing for local funds however, I will invoice the various partners we have, which are about 20 partners and they will be charged for their share in the local share which is about one third of the total and that I will reimburse the city for that amount.

Dr. Williamson stated the standard funds is something we do every year and one thing as an aspect of the partnerships that Mr. Nichols noted, over the last 20 years, the actual dollar amount expended by the city of Williamsport has stayed the same and it increases in the match amount to go along with Penn Dot funding and have been funded by additional revenue coming into by the partners.  Both this resolution and the next one were passed to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked if there are questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Resolution # 8235
Resolution by Municipality Certifying Provision of Local Match for State Operating Financial Assistance
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approved the resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Mr. Nichols had nothing to add except we have a great partnership with the state and all of our local partners.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any more questions.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Certificates on Appropriateness -  HARB

  Item 2. David Rizzo

726 West Third Street

A. Paint same colors as existing, white trim and red brick body

B. Install rubber roofing on flat roof, main building.  Replace contiguous asphalt shingles with Landmark Colonial Slate architectural shingles.  Slate roofing will not be removed.

Item 3
 Williamsport Apartments LLC

743 – 759 W Edwin Street

A. Remove existing flat roofing.  Repair roof deck and supports.  Install rubber roof covering.

Item 4. Cochran Holdings Group

803 West Third Street

A.
 Install a concrete block wall at the rear of this property, running west - east.  Wall to be 6’ high at rear.    Install wall running north – south on the Campbell Street side, from the rear wall to the property line of 247 Campbell Street.  This wall will be block, 6‘ in height.  No gates.  Parge all walls to a Stucco like finish that will be painted to match building.  Install a cap block on the top of walls.  

Item 5: Mirabito Properties

710 West Third Street

A.
 Repair damaged exterior wood, including siding, trim, soffits, balustrade, and sills to prepare for painting.  If wood is not repairable, the item may be replaced with new wood or a replacement material giving the appearance of wood.  All repairs or replacements must replicate the original appearance, including design, color, texture, and other visual qualities.  

B.
 Prepare and paint exterior.  Colors: HC 69 Whitall Brown – trim

HC 50 Georgian Brick – body 1st & 2nd floors

HC 122 Great Barrington Green – accents & window sashes

HC 98 Providence Olive – body- 3rd floor

C. Remove porch deck and install new 2 ½” Douglas fir, tongue & groove.  Paint:

D. Install a 7’ section of balustrade across (west to east) the east front porch deck.  Balustrade will create a secure area on the east wing of the porch.  New balustrade will match existing with 3 horizontal rails & row of spindles and be connected to the existing porch posts & house wall.

E.
 Retain existing K gutters if they are useable.  If gutters are replaced, install ½ round gutters and round downspouts, aluminum or galvanized.  Paint to match new trim color.

F.
 Repair window sashes with wood as needed for painting.  

Item 7. Chad Lomison

920-922 Vine Avenue

A.
Paint building - Colors:

Val Spar 4004-2B Ocean Storm – gables & accents

4008-1B – Polished Silver – brick, body

5003-7B – Sea Sparkle – porch ceilings, entry doors

White- small areas of porch trim & balustrades

Fire Escape – black
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these certificates.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
  Accept for filing:

Finance Committee 05/14/13

Public Works Committee Meeting Minutes 4/2/13

Public Safety Committee Meeting Minutes 4/2/13, 5/7/13

Audit Report 12/31/11

HARB Minutes 3/19/13

City of Williamsport, Municipal Audit & Financial Report 12/31/11

Controller/Treasurer March 31, 2013. & Report of Feb. 28, 2013, HUD

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these minutes.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and Mr. Noviello seconded it.

The minutes were accepted with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
 Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday June 13, 2013 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.) 

 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



   Monday, June 3

               12:00 PM   Planning Commission




              12:00  PM   Fair Housing (sch)


   Thursday, June 6

              12:00  PM   Public Safety


   Tuesday, June 11

              12:00  PM   Public Works




                3:30  PM   Finance


   Wednesday, June 12

                3:30  PM   O&E


   Thursday, June 13

                4:00  PM   Recreation Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]
Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions from Council, administration, or the general public.

There were none.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adjourn.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

All were in favor.

 Adjournment
Janice Frank

City Clerk   8:28 PM
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado


	Mr. Joe Gerardi 


	Mr. Joseph Pawlak


	Mr. William Nichols, Jr.


         Mr. Gary Knarr absent


	Mr. Bill Wright, S&P absent	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief


	Greg Foresman, Police Chief	Chief Heinbach


	Sol. Norman Lubin


	Justin Simpson absent


	Janice Frank, City Clerk


	Members of the news media


	





Council members present:


	Bill Hall, President   


	Jonathan Williamson, Vice President	Bill Hall, Councilman


	Bonnie Katz, Councilwoman  


	Don Noviello, Councilman 


	N. Clifford Smith, Councilman 


	Randall J. Allison, Councilman


	Elizabeth Miele, Councilwoman  











