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                                Williamsport, PA
Council President Jonathan Williamson brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday June 9, 2016 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Skip Smith and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Approval of the Williamsport City Council minutes of May 26, 2016 were approved upon a motion from Mrs. Katz and a second from Ms. Miele.   All were in favor.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Allison was absent.
Limited Courtesy of the Floor

There was no limited courtesy of the floor.

Presentation to Lt. Brett Williams

  Capt. Jody Miller wanted to honor  Lieut. Brett Williams leaves the Williamsport Bureau of Police with 25 years of service to the residents of Williamsport and Lycoming County. Lieut. Williams began his career on January 4, 1991 and he was a patrol officer.  He has given all his service from everything to handling burglar alarms to assaults and narcotics arrests. In 2002, he took over as a custodian to the property room, served it well for a decade improving the efficiency and integrity within that unit. On March 26, 2007, Brett Williams was promoted to sergeant.  At that time he looked at other areas where he could improve and become more advanced in technology.  One such program was the Spillman Management Program which is currently in use today.  Brett Williams was promoted to lieutenant on May of 2012 and continued with his work in the evidence room, technology development, acting patrol Lieut., then eventually becoming a shift watch leader of the morning watch platoon.  He was recognized by the Travelers Association as the Police Officer of the year in 2014 for his work with the Williamsport Bureau of Police as well as his contribution to Lycoming County DUI law enforcement program. The members of the Williamsport Bureau of Police want to wish Brett Williams and his wife, Lori, as well as his three children, the best as they begin a new life with his retirement. This job can be very difficult on not just the spouse, but the entire family. We thank you and I know that Brett thanks you for your support over the years.
  Brett Williams stated, I am honored to serve Williamsport and the citizens of Williamsport. I think I had a blessed career and the opportunity to work on several projects that a lot of officers never get to work on. I think I've worked with every member of Council except for the newest member on different projects, and different committees for parades and events and was happy to serve the City.  He also stated he had the blessing of God watching over him.  He felt there were many circumstances on the job with danger, and that God had Blessed him.  He thanked his family for all their love and support and stated it was a pleasure to serve the City of Williamsport.

Several Council members gave compliments and thanks to Lt. Williams for his services and for all he has done for the City of Williamsport.  They spoke of his 25 years of service and how wonderful his family is to have been so supportive and hoped that upcoming officers will follow his example.
Dr. Williamson changed the order of the agenda.

Land Development/Lot Consolidation for Eureka Land Management LLC

  Mr. Knarr stated this a land development for Eureka Land Management.  They are consolidating five or six parcels which will actually come up to three quarters of an acre. The land development was reviewed by the Lycoming County Planning Commission and we did not have a quorum for the City Planning Commission.  The one area that was in question is not a parking area, it is just grass. There is a representative here.  They did get approval from the Zoning Hearing board to put two outdoor enclosed storage units for personal use.
  Dr. Williamson asked for a motion and a second.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Dr. Williamson asked if there were comments or questions.

  Mrs. Katz asked if this was going right up to the pajama factory?

  Mr. Knarr replied it is right behind RC Smith.  It is along where the old Seda-Cog railroad used to be. So it is not going to get close to the Pajama Factory.

  Ms. Miele asked about personal use of storage.

  Mr. Knarr stated they will be for rent of the public.

Mr. Noviello asked about restrictions on what can and can not be stored.

Mr. Knarr stated no containment or gas on the facilities. 

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the land development.
The land development was approved with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0. Mr. Allison was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mr. Allison was absent.
Demolition – 612 Walnut St. – Susquehanna Health (remove from table)
Dr. Williamson stated he is a motion to remove this from the table.

Mr. Smith made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote to remove this from the table.
The motion to remove the demolition from the table was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0. Mr. Allison was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mr. Allison was absent.

  Mr. Gerardi stated there are representatives here today.  We are requesting a demolition at 612 Walnut St. for Susquehanna health. The structure is in R3 multi-zoning district. The structure was used as a residential dwelling and is currently vacant. Grass will need to be planted within three months period of time if no development occurs.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were comments or questions, hearing none.
The demolition was approved with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0. Mr. Allison was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mr. Allison was absent.
Demolition – 335 Basin St – Lycoming College

Dr. Williamson stated on this item he will be abstaining and Ms. Miele will handle this.

Mr. Gerardi stated this is a request for a demolition request for Lycoming College, this property is located in the central business district, the structure was used as a residential double and is currently vacant. Grass will need to be planted if a development plan is not submitted within three months. This is the last residential structure between Third Street and Fourth Street on Basin Street. There is a representative here if you have questions.

Ms. Miele asked for a motion on the demolition.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

Ms. Miele asked for comments or questions.

  Mr. Noviello asked with this before us with the siding issue at one time?

 Mr. Gerardi answered no, there is a property in the same area that looks similar to this.

Ms. Miele asked for a vote on the demolition.

The demolition was approved with five yes roll call votes.  The vote was 5 to 0.  Mr. Allison was absent, Dr. Williamson abstained.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson abstained.  Mr. Allison was absent.
Demolition – 247 Washington Blvd. – Lycoming College
  Mr. Gerardi stated, the college is requesting that the structure be demolished. It's located in the CC commercial district, the structure was used as a single family dwelling and is currently vacant. Grass will need to be planted within three months. This is the last house located between the alley of the college and Penn Street.  There is a representative here.

Ms. Miele asked for a motion on the demolition.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Ms. Miele asked for comments or questions.

The demolition was approved with five yes roll call votes.  The vote was 5 to 0.  Mr. Allison was absent.   Dr. Williamson abstained.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson abstained.  Mr. Allison was absent.
Certificate of Appropriateness 130 Court St

  Mr. Gerardi stated this is a certificate request to erect three signs. One sign is 56 inches tall by 42 inches wide it is not illuminating sign. And the other two signs are internally illuminated wall signs. I did attach a sheet that shows where the funds are located on the building and also the colors on the signs. We do have a representative here.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion and second.
Mrs. Katz made the motion and seconded by Ms. Miele.

Ms. Miele asked a question about the business, are we losing a business or adding?

  Mr. Gerardi said we are adding one more.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any more questions or comments.

The certificate of appropriateness was approved with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Allison was absent.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.   Mr. Allison was absent.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 146 West Fourth St.
  Mr. Gerardi stated this request comes from the owner, they are to erect to non-illuminated signs. One is 4' x 8' and the other is a 2' x 3' hanging sign. There is a drawing attached, the signs have been erected and they are up in place . We do have a representative here.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the certificate.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Ms. Miele stated this makes an attractive addition on this corner, and I am glad to see they're coming through for the signage.
  Dr. Williamson stated he agrees that the product line that they have is a great fit for our community and I can imagine there are a lot of homes around here that will be enhanced with this furniture.

Dr. Williamson brought to the attention the ordinance that we did last year to increase the fees when citizens put up signs without a permit.

  Mr. Gerardi stated yes this fell under that rule and we did not take any exceptions to that rule.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the certificate.
The certificate of appropriateness was approved with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Allison was absent.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.   Mr. Allison was absent
Certificate of Appropriateness – 246 East Church St.

  Mr. Gerardi said this for a hanging sign, the sign is 42 inches tall by 52 inches wide, the ones that are on the building are inside and we really don't require certificates of appropriateness for the inside signs. Because they are not technically part of the sign.

Dr. Williamson asked for questions or comments.

The certificate of appropriateness was approved with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Allison was absent,   .

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.   Mr. Allison was absent

  Mr. Gerardi stated that he would give Council a list of all the demolitions that have taken place in the city and what has taken its place, and all the new businesses that have occurred from 2008 until now and new single-family dwellings that have been built. I know that there's been a lot of questions about do we lose tax revenue. So he will present Council with new information next meeting.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 317 Pine St. Brew City Brewing Co.
  Mr. Knarr stated the correct name of this is Boom City and not Brew City.  It is located at 317 Pine St., it is for outdoor seating and you do have a picture of what the chairs will look like and there is a drawling showing where the chairs will be place on the sidewalk. There is definite accessibility for people to walk.
Ms. Miele made the motion and Mrs. Katz seconded it.

There was a brief discussion on outdoor seating and each year if they do the same, they do not have to come back before Council, unless they change the seating.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the certificate.
The certificate of appropriateness was approved with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Allison was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.   Mr. Allison was absent

Ordinance #6302
Ordinance of the City of Williamsport Amending Part 13 of Codified Ordinances, City of Williamsport Providing for Flood Plain Regulations  Bill#1668-16  (final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.

There was nothing further to add.

The ordinance was approved in final reading. With six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Allison was absent .

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.   Mr. Allison was absent

Resolution # 8561
Resolution Authorizing a Transportation Alternatives Program Federal Aid Supplemental Reimbursement Agreement Between the City & Penn DOT for Construction Inspection Services for the “Pathway to Health” Phase III

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to accept the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Anderson.

  Mr. Grado stated this is a reimbursement agreement for the federal funds that we were awarded on the Pathway to Health to the Department of Transportation. It is providing for construction and inspection services in the amount of $50,000 to be adjusted as part of the exhibit. Penn Dot had offered their services, which is new because we have not used them for construction services on city projects, but we are required to have inspection services, we reviewed this and compared it to the Larson’s inspections, and they are below their costs. So we are recommending approval on this. The department is going to be doing a lot of work in the city over the next two or three years so they have the project inspectors on-site. The $10,000 was already part of the phase 1 portion of that that was required further traffic control department to inspect all traffic signals. This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.

  Ms. Miele stated this is pretty much a movement of money from one budget to another. And it is an opportunity to take advantage of Penn Dot construction services, it might save us a little money. Finance committee reviewed this and brought to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments or questions.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Allison was absent,

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.   Mr. Allison was absent

Resolution #8560
Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Contract Amendment between the City of Williamsport  & the Amalgamated Transit Union Local 1496

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to accept the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

  Mr. Nichols stated this resolution authorizes a three-year extension to a labor agreement to the City of Williamsport with Amalgamated Transit Union local 1496 through December 31 of 2019. In addition to the extension there for the amendments to the contract which relate to wages, sick leave, longevity and quit time.   For each year of the agreement that we should limit increased to a half percent, also the sick leave buyback two dollars per year to $26 with the $10,500 cap,  the longevity Is being increased by five years. On behalf of RVT, I want to thank the union's executive committee, the bargaining employees, and the staff that worked on this negotiating process to reach an agreement. This agreement is very viable . Since we have our state and federal resources over the next three years, this will not require any increase in local share for that time. And also as to give us some flexibility to consider some improvements in our service plan. So with that it was reviewed by the Finance Committee and we are asking for your approval 
  Ms. Miele stated Finance reviewed this and we had some discussion of RVT contracts, and Mr. Nichols told us the sick leave increase of two dollars per year is generally an alternate contract occurrence that we will see an increase in this contract and the next contract and makes it steady for a couple years. In longevity, there is $125 longevity supplement which can be converted to the rate at the cost of one week of vacation. This seems like a good contract and RVT can meet these terms of these contracts and it will not be a hardship. So we sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
  Mrs. Katz stated it is interesting to find out how much it takes now to get your CDL license, and there are quite a few of them that have worked these years and that is to your credit.  

  Mr. Nichols stated this is a little incentive to try to keep our drivers on board as long as possible.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was approved with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Allison was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.   Mr. Allison was absent

Resolution #8562
Resolution Authorizing the City to Award a Contract for the Purchase of Two 35” & Two 40’ Low Floor CNG Transit Vehicles
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to accept the resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Nichols stated this resolution authorizes on behalf of RVT to purchase for additional CNG buses. This will bring our CNG fleet to 10 and I might add that we will be getting additional funds for four more buses and we may be able to add to this particular order which will being on up to 14.   Across the State they were trying to get everyone to convert to CNG and since we were ahead of everybody else they were strongly pushing us to us celebrate our replacement process.  So the conversion will probably be completed three years before we even thought about it.  They had to meet the FTA and Penn Dot’s Replacement of 12 years.  Our buses are 16 years old. The State is providing the majority of the funds about 90% of the funding. We are asking for your approval and this did go before the Finance Committee.

  Ms. Miele stated Finance did send this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation. We did have some discussion with Mr. Nichols exactly what happens to the buses when they wear out their useful life. He said they are between one and $3000 which does not seem like a lot for a pile of metal that large.
  Mr. Nichols stated the ones that we have been replacing are pretty well shot so they are just scrap. The four we are placing this time around will be actual mobile so we hope to sell them to somebody. So we should get some more funding for the next four.

There was a discussion about how much money the CNG buses have saved us.  We do try to do four buses at a time.  He explained the intensity of the routes for the buses.

  Mrs. Katz spoke about how excited we were about the first natural gas one.  So we are seeing a substantial amount of savings with these buses.

  Mr. Nichols went into detail about how much we save in the federal government continues a current rebate program.

There was discussion about how long ago we bought the hybrid buses and they have held up quite well mechanically but a little bit more difficult than CNG buses.  They will be a thing of the past.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on this resolution.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Allison was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.   Mr. Allison was absent

Resolution #8563
Resolution Authorizing the City to Award a Contract for the Purchase of Fixtures, Furniture, & Office Equip. & Installation

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to accept the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Nichols stated this resolution is the last one for the Trade & Transit project. . This purchase is necessary to complete out the building, we are able to eliminate the markup and take advantage of good prices.  Some furniture we will purchase for Uptown Music Collective of which we will be reimbursed. This was reviewed by public works and finance committees.

  Mr. Smith stated we reviewed this and had several questions concerning the furniture and office equipment, and we had a question if this was purchased on state contract, and the answer was yes it was purchased on state contract.  We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
  Ms. Miele, stated Finance reviewed this and we asked if this could've been purchased by a local business, and we heard that the federal government does not allow local preference. These are good prices when it comes to purchasing, we did send this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation. 

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Allison was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.   Mr. Allison was absent

Resolution #8564
Resolution MOU with Duboistown Fire

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to accept the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.

  Chief Heckman stated, before you is the resolution liquidating some of the equipment of Company 6.  The trailer is housed at our Western Shelter system and used in Little League and major events.  So it's just going to be relocated to Duboistown and in exchange we come out with two computers and not a dime out of our pockets.  

  Mr. Smith stated this was reviewed by Public Safety, and it's actually kind of a trade agreement and when I look at this I think we are coming out the better. When you look at these laptops, and these are new, they are around $2900 each. So we are looking at close to $6000 worth of equipment that we are going to be getting. This also goes along with our discussion, when we went to the Spillman, we also stated we wanted to equip the fire vehicles with laptop computers. We sent this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation

  Mr. Henderson stated he wanted to mention that this is really good as far as the regionalization aspect as well. We talked about before about how Williamsport tends to bear a lot of the load, so that this helps. This will be a benefit to the entire region.

  Dr. Williamson thanked him for working to make this happen and asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Allison was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.   Mr. Allison was absent

Resolution #8565
Resolution Approving the City of Williamsport 311 Application

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to accept the resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.
  Mr. Wray stated this is the resolution this was read to approve a software service agreement to adopt a 311 application, this was reviewed by Public Works with a positive recommendation and also by Finance.

  Mr. Smith stated we did review this and we did pass this for positive approval… but since that meeting we had some further information that had been given to us concerning the status of the website.  I'm hearing that there may be some issues with that website and how we are going to deal with that, even though we did pass it with a positive recommendation I think that we have some further questions moving forward, we need to solve these other issues with the website which we did not have that information. He stated his concern about the issues of the website and he thinks that finance can address that a little bit more.

  Ms. Miele, stated Finance did forward this to the full body with no recommendation. It is a very exciting idea for the city and my understanding is that I’d like to explore this further, however we did feel that given a number of different factors including the current state of the city's website which by most opinions is not in good shape in an easy to use as well as some questions about basing this and with the administration and the public, we thought that we needed to spend a little bit more time looking at this concept.  We do feel that there should be some more discussion in front of the rest of Council and giving this a little bit more time with a little bit more examination before moving forward with this. More specifically, technology Williamsport is a community that is called an early adapter.  We are a small city and our citizens are used to calling in and complaining to our Codes Department, and we need to work with it a little bit more closely and find out what percentages of the citizens of Williamsport would make use of this, and how much phone calls it would cut down from this. I would like to ask the department heads, how we see this and how we are facing into this. Who will handle this, and who would do the day-to-day work with this?  A 311 app is an all-purpose app that would allow citizens to report potholes, and unsafe situations and can provide the city with a basically a mobile form, such as post links to recreation calendars.

  Mr. Wray stated we can promote businesses downtown, and we can provide a widget where they can click on, like restaurants and things down town, such as the Little League World Series. By having this they can easily pull app and download it and be able to find what they want, where to shop and where to stay.  We can do push notifications for public safety, for like buyers and Street closures. We can also do reporting and keep track of all re
quests that come in and track down our needs.  

  Ms. Miele asked what percentage of citizens are enrolled in other cities?

  Mr. Wray, stated there are hundreds of downloads. If you actually pull up the app and one of those locations, you can see that there are quite a few of those requests.

  Ms. Miele asked the department heads that are within the city to tell what possibilities there are for their departments.

  Mr. Gerardi stated I think it would get the information to our departments faster, and there are a lot of people nowadays that are using these apps, but I do believe it would be helpful to our department. We would work it like they would come to our receptionists and they would disperse the information.

  Chief Young stated it would be a good tool and reporting some ongoing traffic incidents or ongoing crime scenes, to stay away from that area. But however I would question the actual calling in version of its report a crime per se as to what we are doing now through County. I would try to stay away from that aspect of it because it would require an immediate response from someone. I can see it being used on the backside for events to announce certain restrictions for parades and road closes.

  Ms. Miele stated just to touch on the expense elements, this is a little bit better than $5000 in the first three years, and after that the amount is, it would increase no more than 7%.  The one thing to note is if for some reason we did not want to work with this company three years down the road, the data will all along to us but the software will belong to them. So with the app would become defunct and then everyone would have to download it again. So this is important that we choose the correct company.

  Dr. Williamson stated he would like to hear more answers to is really the integration questions. One set is with really personnel, how would each of the departments be able to devote personnel resources to quick responsiveness. Because we are going to create a greater expectation of responsiveness. So how do we handle that responsibility? The other questions, is about integrating it with our current technology, we have a flawed website that we are going to need to find solutions for, how does this integrate with that, given that the website itself needs a mobile component, and how do you prioritize fixing it? And, from  a data standpoint, clearly we don't want to that of competing with each other, we need to have the conversation and we might wanted to that setting which allows us to have more back-and-forth.

  Mrs. Katz stated to have an app for the city is very exciting, it could be a very positive thing. But the app is only as good as the human person putting the information into it. Therefore you have to have people that are dedicated to doing that. We have department heads that are down to the bare bones as far as personnel goes. And it will be up to the departments to get back to the people in a good time schedule. If you are not going to get back to the public with an answer within a reasonable amount of time is going to create more aggravation for our citizens. The other thing is, to integrate that as we discussed with our website, it is an extension of our website

  Mr. Wray, stated they don't have to integrate it with our website.

  Mrs. Katz stated her other concern was is how much data is this going to take up on our phones. She asked Mr. Cillo what he thinks.

  Mr. Cillo stated he is not sure how much benefit it would be to Street and Parks, we do have it in house dispacther that logs every call that comes in now, there are occasions, rarely if we are shorthanded on a particular day we have to get the job done, we do pull the dispatcher on occasion. So there could be a rare occasion when there's no one there to feel that call. But again it just will create another avenue for us to be creative.

  Chief Heckman stated yes there are benefits to it, for events, or parades, our streets that are going to be blocked, for public safety issues, it probably has its role, again it is about managing it down the road. I guess it is new territory we are in, and we need to be cautious but I am not afraid of it, I accept it.

  Mrs. Katz stated we do have a lot of questions with this, and we discussed this thoroughly at finance and I know there have been a lot of e-mails sent to us today.  I do know that an APP would be good, but do we want to spend close to $6000 for three years and is it going to be beneficial in the long run? There is a whole generation that walks around with their smart phones for different apps. But do we want to spend that kind of money right now?.

   Mr. Noviello stated, the app itself is not a hard sell, and it is very valuable, but at the same time we are talking about nearly $18,000 over the next three years, I think it's important for us to get our ducks in a row. So we should do our best to get our in-house ducks in a row to make sure that this is as compatible as we hope it will be and should be. For my part I would propose that we tabled this for the purpose of further information.  

  Dr. Williamson stated I think we should remand it to a committee to get some of these questions answered, it does sound like it has a whole lot of really strong potential but we want to make sure that we have a plan before we spend the money and him both how it integrates into the department and how it integrates into our existing technology.

  Mr. Noviello stated he would like to make that motion that we would remand this issue back to the public works committee and address it and table it now.
Dr. Williamson stated do I have a motion do I have the second?
Ms. Miele seconded it.

Dr. Williamson stated, Mr. Henderson wanted to say something before we table this.

  Mr. Henderson stated first of all, I think our citizens desire from us transparency, accountability, and accessibility. This app gives us that. I am the youngest person on this bench but I think this gives us hope. We have heard from our Department heads, they are not fearful of this, in my opinion, I think perhaps this could help us. I know we are a little nervous, a little fearful, because it is perhaps territory many or most of us have not ventured into, but this also would serve to attract the type of people that we want here in Williamsport. We are looking for younger generation, we are looking for young business owners, this would be a big help for them as well. I think there are a lot of positives here, I did have a couple of questions, how will this interact with our website? And I think that was addressed, that really should be update our website were given new website on the road, it won't affect this necessarily.

  Mr. Wray, stated State College is looking in this area and a lot of other areas are looking in this direction.  

  Mr. Henderson and I think this is the direction that we want to go, everybody is positive about the idea of it, I was pleased to hear the response from the department heads. We all seem to feel that this is something that we could handle. I think we do not want to frustrate our citizens even more, I do understand this out in the transitional period, but any time that we do this, you're going to face those issues, whether it is now or down the road. We will still have to face those issues.  It's going to be shaky and it's going to be difficult. I am not sure we need to put it off, so that was my take on the situation. It provides more transparency and more accountability and more accessibility. I think it is a good thing.
  Mr. Wray, stated that me and we had the same issues when we first rolled out Spillman.  We were concerned about how all that was going to work out, and we worked together diligently so it is the same thing. The turnaround time is about six weeks.

  Dr. Williamson stated he would like to add that we probably have spent two years to make sure that our end of the equation was ready for the Spillman system.  So when the launch happens, we want it to be very successful. By being more successful and accountable, we want to make sure that we live up from the service side to the expectations we create within the system. It is worthwhile to make sure we have all those ducks in a roll.

  Ms. Miele stated I think the reason that we send it back to Public Works is very important for us to take a couple more weeks to put it out there in the proper way. We are making sure that when it gets out there, we are handling the requests that come in from citizens appropriately. Because we gain to lose stake in the entire process. I believe that community involvement is very important and it is very much something we want to encourage in our community. We need to focus on that as the primary cause for investing in this type of technology. When we send it back to committee, the two issues that are most important part compatibility with our departments, compatibility with existing technological systems, and if this particular product cannot easily be made compatible with our system, is there one that could. And if it is compatible with our current website, we don't want to spend a lot of time moving information into the app when we can link it to a website that is fully functional.  So I think we should examine the timeframe, and go through finance to check the fiscal implications.

  Mr. Smith stated there are several components to this, one issue is we are hearing the website doesn't work. If the website does not work well, I don't think we should be moving forward based on a lot of things. First of all, the concept is good, there's no question about that, I also think when it comes back, we have to look at future planning. We don't really have set goals of where we are going to go, we are we going to be next year, or the year after that. The Spillman system went over two years, this app is only as good as what people take out of it. I would like to see how the departments are going to use it, and how they plan on retrieving that information. I would like to see that plan. I don't want to roll out something like Microsoft does, we are not a guinea pig. I don't want to start rolling out stuff, and based on the fact that we don't have a website that works, how we got a guarantee that this will work?  Chief Young brings out a very valid point, we have to ensure that these people don't think that this is a way to report crime. The other thing we have to look at to is the public service answering points, the 911 centers are under federal mandate. They have to come up with reporting texts to 911 calls.  All the counties in the United States have to look at this. So, are these people going to think that they can report a crime or a fire? We have to make sure that that is not part of the program, and they have to know that this is not going to be used for that.  He explained about the frustrations with the narcotics line at one time. People become frustrated when things don't work. We need to find out how each department based on the manpower situation is going to be able to ensure that somebody doesn't put something on there, because if it does not work it is going to come back to bite us. So that this needs some discussion and some planning.  We need to roll out a product that works. I think that tabling this is a proper way to go.
  Mr. Wray, if I may add, our website is not broke, down, what it is, it is old and needs updating.

  Dr. Williamson stated the technology is old and outdated and we hear plenty of complaints. I should note that that is not your responsibility that the website is not user friendly.
  Mr. Wray, stated also I want you to know that we would not be the guinea pig in this.

  Dr. Williamson said we just want to make sure we have the system in places, where we don't get complaints because of the system in place. It is not the technology, it is a people issue and we want to make sure that it is integrated correctly. He asked for a vote on the motion to table this.

The motion to table this and send it back to the public works committee was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Allison was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.   Mr. Allison was absent

Dr. Williamson stated he would like to see this brought back to a committee within a couple of weeks, and he appreciated everyone's cooperation in adding this service that we have a service that the public is very much excited to be offered.  

Resolution #8566
Resolution Awarding the 2016 Contracts for Street Line Painting & Bituminous Seal Coating for the City

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to accept the resolution.
Mrs. Katz made the motion and seconded by Mr. Henderson.

  Mr. Cillo stated he wanted to thank Council for recognizing Ofc. Williams. He stated he has gotten to know him pretty well, he is a good man and he has a wonderful family and he knows that he had a real passion for the DUI program. There's no way to gauge it, but he may have saved a number of lives over the years. This resolution is to ask Council to award for Street line painting, and tar and chip.  The painting will be throughout the entire city, the seal coating is considerable more cost, to the different areas that we maintained by the seal coating. These are both performed its annual maintenance, and these will bid through the Council of governments of the City of Williamsport or we piggyback with other municipalities and it goes out to Penn Dot to get the best price. This was reviewed by Public Works and by Finance..

  Mr. Smith stated we reviewed this on Tuesday and as was pointed out to us, we are putting out for private companies to do the street painting due to the fact that it is lower in cost actually than our in-house people doing it, and because the large amount it needs to be done.  The tar does hold up very well in the winter time too.   We were very happy about that. We sent this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

  Ms. Miele stated that finance passed it to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.  We really had nothing particular to report.
  Dr. Williamson stated it's only been six or eight years since we've been using the tar and chip, and it seems that it's held up pretty nicely and help to keep the cost down. He asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Allison was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.   Mr. Allison was absent

Accept for filing

Controller Report April 2016



Finance Committee Minute 3/29/16



Recreation Minutes 5/9/16



Public Safety Minutes 4/3/16

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to accept these for filing.
Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

The minutes were accepted for filing with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Allison was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.   Mr. Allison was absent

Announcements
   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, June 23, 2016 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. There will be an executive session this evening in an item related to personnel.   (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:

Monday, June 13

                12:00 PM  Planning Commission






     4:00 PM  Recreation Commission

Tuesday, June 15


   10:30 AM  Historic Preservation Committee

Thursday, June 16


   10:30 AM  Zoning Hearing Board






     4:00 PM  Board of Health

Tuesday, June 21


   10:00 AM  Blighted Property






   12:00 PM  Public Works






     3:30 PM  Finance Committee






     6:30 PM  HARB

Wednesday, June 22

   11:30 AM  Redevelopment Authority

Thursday, June 23


     7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]

Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions from members of Council.

  Mr. Noviello stated he would like to bring to everyone's attention to this coming Saturday is the annual soapbox Derby. I want to take a moment to thank our primary event sponsors, the city of Williamsport, the Qantas club of Williamsport, Sun-Gazette, and Backyard broadcasting.  Our opening event is at 8:30 AM, it starts promptly at nine o'clock, I encourage anyone who seeks unique entertainment predicated on how the competition, and exhibiting some real sportsmanship. With that I want to thank our 60+ car sponsors who has stepped up to the plate and have allowed all of our 63 participants to enter at no cost to their families. We hope to see as many people there as possible.
  Ms. Miele wanted to state that the Historic Preservation committee is actually on Wednesday the 15th. And there is also an ad hoc meeting on Tuesday at 3:30, June 14.

Mr. Smith stated while we have the various department heads here and committee members, Mr. Wray, you can certainly speed this up if you meet with those department heads and put this planning together of how we're going to utilize this and what man power will be involved and how it's going to be done. That will certainly speed it up, if that could be done ahead of time I think it would be much appreciated.

Any Comments from the administration?

There were none.
Any Comments from the general Public?

There were none.
Adjournment
 
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adjourn.


Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Noviello and a second by Mrs. Katz..
Motion was carried by unanimous  9:28  PM “ayes’ .
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