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                        Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilwoman Bonnie Katz and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

         Approval of the May 28, 2015 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Mr. Noviello and Mr. Allison second and a roll call of seven yes votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  
Limited Courtesy of the floor.
There were no requests
Appointment

Planning Commission
Tony Nardi of 831 Rural Ave is appointed to a 4-year term commencing 6/11/15 and ending 6/11/19.  He is filling a positon that has been vacant.
  Mr. Knarr gave a brief biography of Mr. Nardi.  He is a longtime resident of Williamsport and served in the Army.  He is currently a board member of the YMCA.

  Mr. Smith asked how he was chosen, was this listed somewhere where people could apply?

  Mr. Knarr answered it was announced and in addition to that, the Planning Commission members were asked to seek out other individuals that were interested.  I reached out to a couple other ones, some were not within the City limits and therefore not able to hire them.  Mr. Nardi approached us with a real estate background and we felt he was an excellent candidate.  

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the appointment.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith abstained, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.   The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Smith abstained.
Ordinance # 6280 Bill# 1645-15
An Ordinance Amend & Closing 35th Year(2009) Community Development Block Grant Funds(final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Grado had nothing more to add.

Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the ordinance.
The ordinance was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Ordinance # 6281 Bill# 1646-15
An Ordinance Amend & Closing 36th Year (2010) Community Development Block Grant Funds(final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in first reading.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

 Mr. Grado had nothing more to add.

Mr. Hall asked or comments or questions.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the ordinance.
The ordinance was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Ordinance # 6282 Bill# 1647-15
An Ordinance Amend & Closing 37th Year (2011) Community Development Block Grant Funds(final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
 Mr. Grado had nothing more to add.

Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the ordinance.
The ordinance was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Resolution #8466
  Resolution to Approve Utility Right-of-Way Agreements for the Destination 2014 Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Grado, this approves the agreements for PPL, Verizon, and Comcast across a parcel that the City owns.  Council approved the land development previously and also awarded the contract to Zimmerman to construct conduits for PPL across that parcel, for both the city lights and Stu Condon’s buildings. This is a standard right away agreement for PPL, but I have also provided PPL’s easement agreement which was prepared by Scott Williams which would accommodate both Comcast, Verizon and PPL.  This was reviewed by the Public Works committee. It would give us the authority to execute those right away agreement's.
  Mr. Smith stated this came to us on Tuesday and it is a standard resolution with the utility right-of-way. PPL has already incorporated some of that into our resolution, we were provided with a diagram to show us where that be replaced. It is going to replace the utility poles, it will be an underground line, and one section of it will be a high-voltage line going to a high-voltage transformer. It will be encased in concrete that PPL will be providing and all we are doing is giving them the right to install that and maintain that. They have the responsibility to any changes that they want to make to that at some point in the future. They have to restore the land to what it was prior to them doing any excavation or repair work. We passed that to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked if there any other questions or comments.

  Ms. Miele stated she just wondered why it was prepared by Scott Williams instead of one of our own solicitors.

  Mr. Grado answered, Mr. Williams had some for the Parking Authority so it is a similar easement agreement.

   Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Resolution #8467
Resolution Accepting the Chesapeake Bay Pollution Reduction Plan
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the resolution
Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. Grado, this resolution accepts and adopts the Chesapeake Bay pollution reduction plan. It is part of our NPDS permit, a storm water permit because we are an MS4.  We have had the permit since 1999 this is our second of five year plan, it was 2005. The first year of this most recent five-year permit, we are required to have the Chesapeake Bay pollution reduction plan prepared. These are eight joined municipalities. The eight municipalities are on the same permit and we all share in the cost of the preparation of the plan. It was prepared by Michael Baker Jr.  in cooperation with the Lycoming County Department of Planning and Community development. The city does have a MOU where we have an MS4 coordinator, Lauren Robinson. We have six the minimum control measures that we have to meet. Those are guidelines, such as the post construction storm water management, public involvement plan, public education plan in which the County assists us. We meet as a group monthly and review what is necessary in order to meet this permit. This is a rather large undertaking for all the municipalities.   There is the good housekeeping MCM, to ensure that there is no pollutants going into our falls, ultimately the Susquehanna River which is part of the Chesapeake Bay. We also work with both fire department, codes, and zoning and the streets department. The goal with the Chesapeake Bay plan, we don't have a certain amount of reduction in numbers for the next five years. Our permit will expire in 2019. At that time there might be TNDL’s which they are setting amounts of pollutants that can be led into this stream. Everything will get more strict. Basically what we have done here is to do the minimum requirements that will meet the requirements. DEP passed that at some of our meetings and helped us to guide through it. This will meet that requirement. This was also reviewed by the Public Works committee.

  Mr. Smith stated we reviewed this on Tuesday at our meeting. I guess what it means is the federal government has come in and said that we are here to help you. We are going to make your life a whole lot better. After you read through this, you will find out how much your life will be better. As John pointed out there are a lot of recommendations that are in here that are right now only recommendations and are being advised. One of the things we start out with this notification to the public on the dangers of pollution environmental control, what we looked at in here is what this is going to mean for the future and who is going to pay for it. It always comes down to the bottom line of who's going to pay for it. The second thing is the devil is in the details. Believe me you want to see details. This is extremely detailed. Some of the things that are in here, with new construction some of these things are already being done. However we seem to find that a lot of these recommendations are going to turn into law that are going to ultimately affect current businesses and current homeowners. They are talking about disconnection of courteous areas, for example roof runoff travels down the downspout of the building and is discharged to the paved parking lot, runoff then travels across the parking lot to this storm drain system. This situation does not allow the runoff to infiltrate by passing through a vegetated area. First of all, what pollutants are going to be in rainwater, other than some may be some heavy metals or something coming from some power plant in one or two states away so we are going to have to treat that this apparently. We talk about the building a building that would be perhaps the size of Kohls so many downspouts and that water does drain from the in the rain into the parking lot and into the storm sewer. Well, in the future they are saying that this has to be treated through a vegetated area, we can no longer put water into the storm drain. How much would that cost this company? $500,000, 1 million? Are they going to have the land to pass this through a vegetated state? These are things that can ruin economic development across the country. The people writing these things have no clue of how business operates and what it costs to operate a business. Or to be a developer, and what you have to put into a development. I know in the communications field that I am involved in, we decide to build a radio tower someplace, the permit information that we have to go through, the cost can take us years before we get through it. The next paragraph says that existing directing connecting downspouts within the MS area, however; there is no current inventory of these downspouts. This connecting downspouts is a control, that maybe centered as part of the long-range plan. Maybe considered, that is in 2015. By 2017, it will say that connecting downspouts are necessary. Now who is going to do this inventory of downspouts all of the City, County and the State and who is going pay for it?  I am sure DEP isn’t going to pay for it.  We are going to wind up paying for it.  Maybe considered as part of the long range plan, I can guarantee you it will be a law.  Tree planting, this control measure involves planting trees within the MS4 drainage area.  After the trees are planted, it is important to establish a tree maintenance program and provide regarding care of the young trees for the first three years.  Well that seems to be logical, who is going to pay for that? Right now there is a City ordinance that the trees planted between the sidewalk and the street need to be trimmed only a licensed arborist.  There was a case a couple years ago where a gentleman was doing that and the codes officer came along and fined him because he was trimming his own tree. I guess my question is who's going to pay for this in the future? That is going to cost more money. We talk about green infrastructure, and it talks about installing green roofs on existing housing. It is not generally feasible in the MS4 area due to the high cost.  Really? However;  private developers will be encouraged to consider this control measure the future development. Would you want to bet that will be a law? While green roofs can be expensive, and provide additional benefits including insulation from extreme temperature, lowering the heating and cooling, creation of a green space for employee breaks and possibly protection for the underlying roof material. We talk about parking lots. Paved surfaces, again I don't have fault with that but again this raises the costs enormously of the development. We talked about this in there for various ideas placed out here. The committee agrees that none of us are against environmental , green habits and doing stuff like this. I think that what we are looking at is having it mandated upon us as another government unfunded intrusion.  This Chesapeake Bay initiative we were told by the Water A uthority when Council met with them a number of years ago, it was going to be $88 million to make these changes. I went up to $128 million, and now I am hearing it could be assigned the hundred and $50 million to this is completed. Who is paying these costs? The majority is paid by the tax payers and the water and sewer authority areas. I understand they were able to get some grants, at first they were not to be any grants available because the water and sewer authority were being penalized because they kept rates some of the lowest in the State, which we should be happy about they were doing that, but we were also penalized because of that. I guess what we are trying to say is in the business world we look at the cost to benefit ratio. We know what the cost is going to be, whether the benefits going to be other than to say I feel warm and fuzzy because I have done this. It makes me feel good. Now, in our discussion, John has pointed out to us that here is how this is going to go down, let's say in the future somebody on purpose or not on purpose dumps 75 gallons of fuel oil down this storm sewer drain, or we have a truck that makes it. DEP finds it out, guess who is on the hook for the cleanup? The City. We have to find out who did it, it is up to us, it, is not DEP any longer. It used to be DEP had to go in and locate the source of this and if you remember reading a number years ago the entities that were fined because of pollution whether it be accidental or on purpose, now it is placed onto the burden of the City. We are the ones that are supposed to find out who these folks are and what we are supposed to do with it. Again, more work is being thrown to city government.  I think that now we have opened the door a foot, and the next thing to be is we opened the door a foot on the Chesapeake Bay beginning initiative and now we are seeing this MS4 plan and now it is open two feet.  What is going to be next? Are some of the things that I read to you tonight, are they going to become law in the next two years? It would not surprise me if that would occur. Having said these things we did discuss it, we voted on it, the three of us and we voted to send it to Council with positive recommendation, however, two of us voted that it would be sent to Council with positive recommendation with reservations. And I don't mean hotel reservations. Reservations as to what we are going to be seeing in the future and dealing with in the future. I would hope that during the time we would have to inform the public of all of these pieces to this plan which is one of the first things we have to do, every community does. That the public would take an interest in that and we would find out what their opinion is on this, because ultimately the public is going to have to pay for this. How do they feel about implementation of these plans? So this is going to be a lot of future discussion, John has alluded to that as we go through this whole process. So at this point they someone we have to work with, we did pass it on to Council with a positive recommendation with reservations as to how this is going to play out in the future.

  Mr. Hall stated thank you Mr. Smith, and acknowledged Dr. Williamson to speak next.

  Dr. Williamson stated, thank you Mr. Smith for those comments. I would like to change the topic on this task for a couple of questions, he asked John, the plan talks about the various municipalities in the various watershed, not only is Williamsport part of it but so are eight or nine other municipalities, Loyalsock is one of the participating municipalities is that correct? And one of the Loyalsock’s water sheds is Miller’s Run which feeds into Grafius Run.  It is described in here as part of the same watershed. The newest deals with storm water and in dealing with storm water it is deals with both volume and quality storm water. But it is not the first thing that has ever been passed either through the City or at the State or federal level that has been dealt with storm water. And part of the storm water regulations as opposed is when you put in a new development, you may sure that it does not increase storm water downstream. He then asked if Northwood Estates,  if that is part of that watershed? The answer was yes, and what struck him was a conversation he had recently with a neighbor that said 20 or 30 years ago, we have talked a lot about what the problem is there some part of the problem is getting the grates clean with traction so the water closes, but from everything that we have seen in recent months, it is not just that, it is more water flowing that we can handle.   And in a conversation with someone, the system as long as the grates  were cleared, the system could handle and now there is more water and the system cannot handle it. He asked John if he was aware of the storm water plan in Loyalsock.
  Mr. Grado answered yes we don't review the plans that are developed in their Township, but they do have storm water management ordinances that require, the pre-and post-runoff is not exceeded.

  Dr. Williamson asked what happens if this plans that are created before construction end up being not valid once construction is 20 years?

  Mr. Grado answered, they are subject to, those ordinance have been modified to meet the requirements and usually you are looking at the County, and the joint municipalities pretty much all have the same ordinances.
  Dr. Williamson stated one thing is having the ordinance, and the other thing is enforcing them.  He wanted to ask if do they enforce their ordinance, clearly the water is coming from Loyalsock including a development that did not exist before.  Maybe the MS4 process the time that we can use to our advantage, can we use this process as a means to put pressure on them to do with they should've done in when that land was developed?

  Mr. Grado responded, the Northwood Estates had different phases, initial phase was not subject to some of the storm water ordinance that we have now, the second phase does have detention ponds and it and I know Loyalsock does have an engineer who reviews the storm water management as part of the plan, to ensure that it meets the ordinances. It still has to be maintained.
  Dr. Williamson stated so let's say it met the ordinance based on that review but it did not work, what steps are in place within the ordinance or within the requirements of the state or federal level under the circumstances, the ordinance did not work or the review subject to the ordinance did not work? How do we say you have to go back to do it again?

  Mr. Grado responded, will what is going on right now as far as Grafius Run, we have engaged an engineer to really look at the event that occurred, in April, and we have gotten comments that these things seem to be recurring more frequently than in the past.

  Dr. Williamson stated whatever we need to do in the City do it and figure out a way to pay for it. But what if it is not a problem of our causing, then somebody else other pay for. I don't know whether that's the developer, the Township were someone else, but I can imagine that we within 100 yards of Graifus Run are creating more runoff because the over flow is more than 20 years ago. So whatever we can do to help you put pressure on somebody else to do it right.

  Mr. Grado, I know the Mayor has had Loyalsock representatives at the table to talk…

  Dr. Williamson said what when I am saying I don't think it's debris, I think it is water volume.

  Mr. Grado answered like I said, we will be giving a report to Council on the engineers really looking at and evaluating the storm that has occurred, because we got really good rainfall related to that and they are looking at the in controls excluding the trash rack and with the trash rack. 

  Dr. Williamson stated and I would hope would also ask the engineers if we are being asked to accept more water.

  Mr. Grado, they will evaluate the whole area. That was the storm water management plan that was done back in 1999, because these events have occurred..
 Dr. Williamson asked him how many Northwoods homes were built back  then?

  Mr. Grado answered I think 2 or 3, there are seven sections of the City and the smaller section if you go out be on that and that's where the storm water… We will show Council what the report is that they are going to develop a scope for us, what should the scope will work for you for a long term accommodation for the flood events?  

 Dr. Williamson stated and again it might be a whole lot cheaper to keep the water where it started that it is if you try to pay for it in a fairly confined amount of space in the City, pay for taking whatever that height is and that inlet is…

  Mr. Grado, stated and at the upper part end is probably where those improvements and tension ponds or additional trash racks, where the line of the last resort should be us, not the first resort.

  Dr. Williamson stated so anyway I know it is not exactly about this resolution, but this is an issue we have been talking about a lot and whenever pain this may cause, that we can also use it to our advantage to put pressure on others to do what is their responsibility.

  Mrs. Katz stated, John when we at the MS4 meetings, when the things they did come with was the top priority plan being the BMP’s and it was interesting because, and believe it or not if you read what that is, Miller's run as the top priority in six areas. So it is on the committee’s radar to work on this and take care this problem.

  Mr. Grado, there is a problem with the Miller's run watershed, and DEP has a higher action requirements for Miller's run as far as contamination. The City does not and we made sure that was pointed out in this report, none of the City’s land drains into the Miller's run, otherwise we would be required to do certain activities in that area. But it doesn't.

  Mrs. Katz stated according to the plan also, it was interesting, you are talking rain gardens, tree planting, and the expensive ones that start coming into effect are your underground detention storage units, it says here your buffer restoration, infiltration, trenches, so there are a lot of things they are trying to come up with at this point but I think they know where the problems are in our area and I think the committee itself is trying to work on these. That is from what I understand at the meetings.

  Mr. Grado answered we need to show an effort that continues and kind of increases over the next five years. What we have done some of that the BMPs that we're doing on the street, we have already let, we have small rain garden, the Bro-Dart project, we do get credit for that as well as all the other permittees would get credit.  We want to make our homeowners aware of what we should do and what we need to know as part of it and at the same time cleansing, the water gets cleansed for it goes into the Susquehanna River.
  Mrs. Katz replied with many areas showing the rain barrels now, it is becoming big business in a lot of different areas.

  Ms. Miele stated I think certainly I am anticipating as we move forward that we will keep educating our property owners and hopefully have some small changes and the other thing that I am hearing in light of the Grafius Run problem is obviously, as watersheds cross municipalities and the best way to deal with storm water runoff across the municipality is probably an authority mergers than one municipalities. It seems as though most of this is pointing to we need a storm water authority in Lycoming County. We need to manage this together because there is not a responsible way to manage this when others are saying we didn't start the problem. We need to figure out a way to fix it so I am assuming that moving forward in the next couple years,…..

  Mr. Grado, as far as the City we know, the law changed recently from Pennsylvania it has been in effect to have storm water fees when people contribute to the problem and there is a way to, since the municipalities is being obligated more and more to meet certain requirements, we do have that opportunity. We have talked to our water and sewer authority they are the authority we have and we also have to look at not just the MS4 requirement, we also have our Levee  which is a big ticket item.  We are finding that we are going to have some kind of pointed fees to pay for it.    We are looking at it now.

  Ms. Miele instead of worrying about oil and gas it seems as though water is actually the issue, that we are going to have to worry about where it is going out and how we can clean it and get back to ourselves, it is something that we are better off getting in front of.  It is going to be a bigger issue for us moving forward and anything else on our plate and the bigger expense too.
  Mr. Allison stated maybe if we had County storm water management, maybe   there is a way to get the state or federal money that Mr. Smith was talking about that right now we don't have any of that. I do share his concerns that this goes far beyond some of those things and begins to get intrusive into the private area. The federal government already tells us what kind of light bulbs, and toilets we can have, it is not surprising, in fact I think Congress just passed an amendment, maybe with last night or yesterday that the federal government under HUD wants to eventually tell areas how cities and suburbs how they can develop and the mix of social economic strata, there are some really frightening things going on and people need to wake up and be aware of. There are good things about maintaining our water, that is one of our biggest resources in this area is our water authority. But I am not in favor of a totally allowing unelected bureaucracies to dictate everything.  If they have figures, how much is going into the Chesapeake Bay and how much is coming out of our area, but it gives them the ability to do take a lot of things that it opens the door for.  They held all the cards right now but I think this is a good cooperative start.

  Mr. Hall stated storm water authority is probably the way to go and I know John and I have talked about that for a longtime as far as all the municipalities get together. We were fortunate to be in terms of where we are, we only have two municipalities that dump upstream, that is Jersey Shore and Lock Haven.  I can’t imagine if we had been cleaned this up, what Sunbury, Harrisburg Metro and Columbia would be like because those costs are astronomically high we did do a piece of ours here. Frankly, over the last 20 years I like seeing the water on my river lot a lot cleaner because of the fish jumping and the Eagles showing up.  He also stated to Mr. Grado that he said something about “they” are looking into it. Who are they?
 Mr. Grado answered we had Gannet Fleming looking at and just evaluating the events that had occurred.

 Mr. Hall, so they are looking at the event, and we have a contract with them?

 Mr. Grado, yes we have given them a purchase order to perform that service.

 Mr. Hall stated a purchase order, not a contract because it is probably is what, a couple thousand dollars?

 Mr. Grado responded is actually $14,000. 

 Mr. Hall stated a $14,000 purchase order.  Sometimes we spend three hours trying to figure out what to do with $3000 for like CAPPA, and stuff and you had a $14,000 purchase order that we knew nothing about. I assume you had the money for the line item or else you wouldn't be doing it. 

 Mr. Hall asked if there were any other questions on the resolution.  He stated that someday Jonathan's kids will be sitting there and it will be the resolution accepting the Atlantic Ocean pollution reduction.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes (with reservations)  Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Resolution # 8468
Resolution Authorizing Execution by the City of Williamsport for a Participation Agreement between the City, the Williamsport Parking Authority, and LHP Management Co, LLC

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the resolution
Mr. Allison made the motion and second by Dr. Williamson.
  Mr. Austin White, solicitor, stated this is the resolution for approval for the agreement between the Parking Authority, LHP and the City of Williamsport. There are changes included in the resolution, the agreement that Council requested on that April 30 meeting, and subsequent to that meeting there were two editions that were made by recommendation of the solicitor's office to the first page of the participation agreement. These changes appear in the second paragraph to add language to clarify the intent of the agreement and the addition of the 6th paragraph whereas clause, which was in addition to clarify the contents of the agreement in case there was any issue in interpreting the agreement in the future.

  Dr. Williamson stated this Council may have seen in the paper, we reviewed this on Tuesday, but the solicitors generally are not at the Finance committee so our discussion was fairly limited at least an informal meeting because we had questions that no one was really prepared to answer. So we worked with Mrs. Frank to help clarify those issues that delayed the start of the meeting a little bit and we worked together after the meeting as well enhanced the change the resolution from the one that you got in the packet. It does not change anything substance, it simply creates a paper trail if anyone needs to look at this somewhere down the road, as to why was this agreement passed when we already passed two prior versions of the agreement.  This one was as Mr. White talked about, this includes all of the amendments that we made in April and then also add these two additional suggestions again they don't substantively change anything but it does clarify for the record what the purpose of these pieces of the arrangement, between the City of Williamsport, the Parking authority and the developer. While our recommendation on Tuesday, was no recommendation, I see no reason not to pass this. I think in the paper, and I vaguely remember saying this, that this is housekeeping, so that was our discussion.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions, hearing none, the vote please.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Demolition 608/610 Walnut St.-Susquehanna Health

  Mr. Knarr, stated this is a request from Susquehanna Health to demolish the structure located at 608 /610 Walnut St. The structure used to be a two family unit, it is currently vacant at this time. All zoning and building code will have to be addressed if there is no construction within the next three months will have to be grass. I do have a representative here and you do have pictures attached.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this demolition

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.

Mr. Hall asked if this will be part of the pilot program.

Mr. Knarr answered this is actually outside of that, it is in the R3 zoning district and at this time there is no intention for it other than to basically demolish it. There is a talk about the pilot program expanding that is in the beginning phases and we are looking into an RU area meaning residential urban.
  Ms. Miele stated she thinks that an RU area zoning in the neighborhood could certainly be beneficial, she does think that this should be made a priority in our discussions with Susquehanna Health and the administration. Otherwise this particular zone will become a dead zone real fast.

  Mr. Knarr, we are in contact and have been in contact and had several meetings, they wanted to expand it and we felt that it wasn't a good idea to expand the institutional but maybe look at the RU.  So they came back and looked at it and said this is something we can basically work together and move forward in the future. So we are working with them.

  Ms. Miele, perhaps this plan should not be tax free, and those discussions should be had by the administration and moving forward and we lose many more homes in the neighborhood, this could become a real issue for us.

  Mr. Nichols stated relative to that, the administration is at the tail end of negotiating a new pilot agreement. We will be bringing back to Council in July with those issues addressed and with those properties and the potential RU being added to the pilot.  I think we are pretty much in agreement with all those issues so again we will be prepared to bring that to Council in July.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any other questions, hearing none.

The demolition was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Subdivision – Tate Realty LLC

Mr. Knarr stated this is a one lot subdivision.  It is currently in the R2 single family zoning district, it is currently a vacant lot. The proposed use would create a single family dwelling home on each lot. The County did review the program on July 2014 and I provided you with the comments. The comments from the County was that the minimum requirements…. The applicant requested to put multi family, however; they were denied to put multi-family units, but there was a variance for the lot size to subdivide that back in June, the applicant basically is hundred foot single-family homes on each lot.  In addressing all of the comments that the County made, we did address them and we do have new drawings with all that information on it. It did go before planning commission on June 1 and they made a positive recommendation for your approval.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the subdivision.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the subdivision.
The subdivision was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Accept for filing: 



Controller Report April 2014



Recreation Committee Minutes 05/11/15 

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept these for filing.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

The minutes were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 



Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, June 25, 2015 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



          Monday, June 15 
 
               12:00 PM  Planning Commission



          Tuesday, June 16

               10:00 AM  Blighted Property Meeting








    7:00 PM  HARB Meeting


 
          Thursday, June 18

  10:30 AM  Zoning Hearing Board








    4:00 PM  Board of Health



          Monday, June 22


    4:00 PM  Recreation Meeting 



          Tuesday, June 23

               12:00 PM  Public Works 








    3:30 PM  Finance Meeting



          Wednesday, June 24

  11:30 AM  Redevelopment Authority 


 
          Thursday, June 25
                 7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]










Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments from Council




Dr. Williamson stated he had a couple of questions, the administration was going to come back to Council or the insurance issue on the skate park, he wanted to be able to pass along that timeline for when we would have that recommendation on funding for this skate park insurance.  I have continued to receive questions.

 Mr. Nichols answered we are about halfway through our very thorough investigation of the issue which means we will have an answer to it the next meeting.

 Dr. Williamson stated okay and there are witnesses here.

 Ms. Miele stated, so we can invite the Skate Board folks to come to the next meeting to hear that answer?
 Dr. Williamson asked about the traffic study for Old City less the time line on the scope of work plus the funding.  When do we expect to approve the scope of work and the funding?

  Mr. Grado, we intend to bring the traffic study to Council at the next meeting of the 25th along with the excepting and adopting the plan. So it would be the next meeting.  

  Mr. Hall stated on that matter we budgeted 705,000 for impact fee dollars and we received $630,000, 650,000 instead of $705,000, but when you went through the CDBG budget line items, you found $150,000, so it seems to me there is probably money there to fund a traffic study, simply because it is there and we were planning on it for anything and the faster we move on it the better. So not only have a scope, but you have the funding. 

 Mr. Nichols, yes you are right, there are sufficient funds there and we are trying to make the scope of work, it is a top priority to make it happen. We are trying to do is picture the scope of work addresses public transportation issues that are important to the whole traffic issues, so I just need to determine how much we can support that effort.
  Mr. Hall stated and I understand reading the study correctly, doing all the requirements in the city project for the streetscape and things like that would be about 3 million in $18,000 that might be available through grants. The long-term impact is if we get even half of what they say is projected you are looking at probably 10 years down the road the additional $250,000 a year in tax revenue just in the old city Park if anybody actually read that beautiful study that we did. That is another reason to move on because the faster they go with that is in 10 years that's $2.5 million.

 Mr. Nichols stated that is very similar to the project that we did 10 years ago W. Of Market St. and we did accomplish quite a deal and at the same effort E. Of Market St. should and will produce the same results. 

  Mr. Smith told Mrs. Frank to please cancel the public works meeting for Tuesday, June 23.

  Mr. Anderson, we are continuing the effort to change the local entrance into City Hall and working with the Tabor Museum, this month display has to do with antique toys.  So we will have a walk through the main entrance of the first floor you can see this. 

  Mr. Hall asked about the development of personal and for city employees.
  Mr. Anderson replied he is working on it.  They are still reviewing it. He has stated it is 90% there.

  Mr. Hall stated that it has been 90% there for 12 years.  Questions from general public?

  Mr. Ralph Keller, 203 Hughes St. stated I just want to make a couple comments concerning of what Mr. Smith stated concerning the storm water runoff because most people don't know how serious this is already is. I retired from Frito Lay four years ago and because of my engineering background, I had the air program affiliated with DEP permit and because I did a fine job on that and pass every inspection with flying colors I was rewarded with the storm water program. Right before I retired, we got exactly what Mr. Smith said, the storm water renewal. That took somewhere between three and four months of my time, sometimes full-time, I had to redraw many of the building plans and had to redesign the site being, we had spent over $20 million in contractors these of roof drain piping change to make sure that we rank clients and we knew what we were doing. And Mr. Grado was very kind in providing assistance to me at that time of where the tributaries were and where the drains were and so on and so forth. In addition we had have our hydrologists and other consultants come forward which cost another $20,000 to both certify what I did.  The point is already the fact is ridiculous to fill out just a permit for years ago to allow Frito runoff, it was 3 to 4 months work plus another $40,000, that is what is now. Some things Mr. Smith said come into effect such as having to go across vegetation, places like Frito and others in the city are going to be in serious trouble because they don't have the land area to be able to do that. So I just want to let you know, he is not crying wolf on this, that the regulations that are at the ready are significant and very burden some and could become much worse. Just so you're not blindsided.

  Mr. Scott Miller, 822 Tucker St. I am having trouble with some of this, and core math stuff. Open house and they said 51 officers, four of them are cadets, so that meant we actually had 47. It is my understanding we have had to retirement since then I haven't seen where these cadets that become fledged police officers as of yet. Last week in the paper it said we got 48 police officers. I am wondering whether batch numbers are always 48 officers? I don't need their names, every officer is issued a badge numbers. What are the 48 badge numbers for our 48 officers I am told we had? And how come we don't have 51? The second thing is I'm glad I can be politically incorrect. The badge chief Foresman wears, you think it weighs just a couple ounces, I disagree. Get Ms. Liberty Justice, she has scales, put his badge on there. It has to go out with the 29,000 in the people that he has to protect. So when people want to be Monday morning quarterbacks and say this, and this officer should have done that, the better way to handle that take your touchy feely s***. These officers are making life-and-death situation judgments. When somebody walks up to you and is in a threatening manner and reaches behind their back, you have to assume the worst. Remember 30 or 40 years ago, they had a thing and one of the training videos where the deaf guy stopped and searched him stop stop and pulls out his wallet, people want to be all these Monday morning quarterbacks and say the officer could have done a better job. We need to put on that badge that weighs the weight of 29,000 people in Williamsport alone. When you tuck into your bed remember, the security you have is the thin blue blanket. Have a great evening.
  Mrs. Faith Smith, 835 First Ave.  stated this is a very very busy time a year for the Recreation Department. As I recall, City Council promised when they took our director’s wages and cut them back from what were proposed, that they would have somebody to help him in his office especially during this busy time of the year.  My question is, has it be done? Thank you.

  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adjourn.

 Adjournment
Mr. Hall asked for motion to adjourn.


Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Allison and second to motion by Dr. Williamson..  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at  8:48 PM.

Janice Frank, City Clerk   
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor absent	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado 


	Mr. Joe Gerardi absent


	Mr. Joseph Pawlak 


	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


         Mr. Gary Knarr 


	Mr. Bill Wright, S&P absent	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief


	Greg Foresman, Police Chief, 


	Chief Heinbach 


	Sol. Austin White


	Janice Frank, City Clerk 


	News Media


	


	Members of News Media	


	Members of the news media


	





Council members present:


	Bill Hall, President  


	Jonathan Williamson, Vice President   	Bill Hall, Councilman


	Bonnie Katz, Councilwoman  


	N. Clifford Smith, Councilman


	Don Noviello, Councilman


	Elizabeth Miele, Councilwoman 


	Randall Allison, Councilman 


Absent:


  	








