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  Thursday, June 26, 2014







    



  Williamsport, PA
Council Vice President Jonathan Williamson brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, June 26, 2014 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilwoman Liz Miele and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

     Approval of the June 12, 2014 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Mr. Allison  and Ms. Miele  second and a roll call of six yes votes. There were no questions or comments.  (Vote 6/0) Mr. Hall was absent.     
Limited Courtesy of the Floor
There were no requests for this evening.

Presentation – Brownfield Sites Assessment

Kim Wheeland from the Lycoming County Planning Department was here to do the slideshow presentation.
She gave a brief overview of the County’s Brownsfield Program.  She stated we have a strong steering Council for this project with City Administrators and Council Representative.  

    Rob Goldman, TRC, stated that they are pleased to be a partner with the Lycoming County coalition. We are working from historic inventory of potential sites that were already started and we are trying to identify sites and get them on the list so we can evaluate or not whether that site can be used in a better way. We have funding as part of the program to do phase 1 and phase 2 assessments. In phase 1 you go out and look at the property and evaluate the history and look for potential environmental concerns. I phase 2 project is where you are drilling, taking soil samples and installing wells, we have enough funding for 30 phase 1, and for phase 2 .  We are doing an outreach effort and we really hope that people think about the sites and Williamsport and talk to us, even sites that may not be on the list that have the potential for redevelopment. He gave three examples of sites that they've already done assessment for. He told everyone to fill free to talk to Kim and get anything on the list.
  Several Council members commented on the presentation and thanked them for coming and for all their efforts.  Council stated that they can count on them for all their support and like the opportunities for everything going forward.

Dr. Williamson moved the order of the agenda to accommodate people.

Demolition – 952 First St. – Pennsylvania College of Technology

Mr. Gerardi, this is a request from Pennsylvania College of technology for the structure located at 952 First Street which is located in the “I” institutional zoning district. The structure was an apartment complex and is currently vacant. The land development plan will be we acquired prior to any construction or parking lot expansion. Also lot consolidation will be required at that time, until that time grass will be planted if the permit is not issued in three months of this approval. We do have representative from the college is here.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the demolition.

Mr. Smith made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Ms. Miele, asked what the intention of this is in the future.

A representative answered the current plans is for it to be vacant.

Dr. Williamson asked for any other comments or questions.

The demolition was carried with five yes roll call votes.  Mr. Noviello abstained.  Mr. Hall was absent.  The vote was 5 to 0.
Ordinance – Transfer Ordinance – CAPPA Summer Counts Program (final reading)Bill#1627-14, Ordinance #6260
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Grado stated this is the final reading for the CAPPA allocation for $5000 and it is also on the agenda as part of the sub recipient agreement which I will explain later when that item comes up.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.
Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Grado had no further comments.

Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions.

  Mrs. Katz stated when we went through this last time the only reason why I made an amendment to do Bowman field was because of the bid and I think everybody was clear on all, we had a bit that was pending. She stated she did not know how to do this but she really does not want to see CAPPA receive the $5000. We have so many things in our own summer programs that are just started and we could use that money in those programs. And even though there were stipulations put on the $5000, with all the things that are coming to the forefront with us, be it Grafius Run, be it Bowman Field, extended summer programs with the recreation commission. That $5000 could be used in the city for our own programs.

  Dr. Williamson stated just to clarify your intention, is it your intention to support the Bowman field, because you made the original transfer.

Mrs. Katz stated from what I understand, Bowman field will not come to fruition either. So I think I would not vote on this at all for the whole ordinance on this at all.

  Ms. Miele, stated the one thing that we should all consider in the CAPPA program, I, for one, support the Bowman Field Program, we need to make the funding available, of course if there's a choice for the administration to spend, we put everything in the right place so that everything is in line and everything is there so that could be spent, if the Mayor changes mind. But, as far as the CAPPA this goes, I think the one thing we have to remember is one thing that the city does not provide in any element is education. This is an educational backup that the students particularly require. So what we are finding, and we are providing small amount of funding for a program, the County of course is putting far more money than us as well as the District Attorney's Office. But we are providing a small amount of funding and it is for educational backup for the summer so these students who would otherwise fall further behind in their studies. That is something that no matter how much money we put in our own recreational program, we won't achieve there. But not at this point in our element of a recreation program, we are not in a position to make it an element of a recreation program. It is something, I agree with you that we should work towards moving forward. Maybe next year down the road as we are improving our recreation program, we could work towards adding components to keep students on the date on their studies throughout the summer so that they do not lose ground. But, we are not prepared to provide that now, CAPPA is prepared to provide that right now. I think we need to consider this even if it is just for a one-year element, these are students that desperately need this and I think it would be a mistake for us to discontinue it without have been the option for them otherwise.  Since the program itself is already underway and we don't have a plan in place for a program the quality of this. Given, what it is quite a program and we can't replicate it, I think we should move forward this year and reconsider next year whether or not the city can look into doing something like this ourselves. I think that those recreation goals, would be admirable for the city if we could provide them.
  Mr. Smith stated he was hoping Mr. Gamble would be here tonight because he had quite a list of questions for him and a lot of research that has been done on this organization. He stated he guesses he is not going to get the answers to his 15 questions that he has.

  Ms. Miele stated, if it would make it easier for you Mr. Smith, I could try to reach him by phone and we could postpone it and go over the other issues first and see if Mr. Gamble could attend the meeting to answer your questions.

  Mr. Smith stated that's up to whoever wants to do it. I think you know how I voted the last time and I have an issue as I pointed out two weeks ago, people coming in here in the middle of a grant. And asking for money. It certainly has set a precedent for other organizations and even though I heard two weeks ago, well when they come in we are just not can give it to them. Well, that's quite a wrong way to treat other nonprofits in the city. I just feel that, while we say $5000 is not that much money, but if you were homeowner and you are looking at your school taxes, your County taxes, and your city taxes, $5000 is a lot of money. I know we have a budget of 20 some million dollars, that is a small amount, but you know what, everything is a small amount. Everything that we had is a small amount and it adds up. I don't know what other folks in Council want to do, you know how I voted before and I'm going to continue to vote the same way. People have presented numerous things to me concerning why there hasn't been, the showcase and how many years, apparently their website has not been updated since 2011. I can't vouch for that, I did not go in the website and look, that was some information given to me. They claim that on the website, there has been nothing posted for May of any activities whatsoever, I just have some issues with this organization. If they were affiliated with STEP before, why didn't they go back to them? The housing authority, they were involved with the Housing Authority, what happened there? What happened with the school district? I guess maybe the answer is that all their funds dried up. So it sounds to me that they are looking for funding from any source they can find it. But that doesn't mean we in the city are responsible for that. I would like to see that we would take $5000 and put it in our own recreation program. I did read something in the paper here several weeks ago where CAPPA is involved with the James V. Brown Library. What is that involvement?, They are supposed to be teaching reading programs there if I interpret that correctly. I don't know I just have the awful lot of questions that I would like to have answers to.
  Mr. Allison stated in the other issue, the Bowman field improvement, I voted for the transfer the funds because I thought it gave us an opportunity to pay for it. I really don't care where the money comes from. What I am really concerned about is that we don't lose the bid that we have right now because I think there was $20,000 below the next bid. I am fearful that if we let this opportunity pass, regardless of where we find the money to spend on it, we are going to cost ourselves $20,000. It is not just, does it get painted this year or next year, but can we guarantee ourselves that we will have this kind of bid again. I think that is a separate issue involved with the whole transfer ordinance. There a lot of different issues here.

  Mrs. Katz stated when we were first approached by CAPPA, he wanted $14,000 and that was approximately a little less than a month ago when he came to the recreation commission and in that interim, he was able to get more funding and what it boiled down to what he wanted was $5000. I know $5000 is not a large amount of money in the scheme of things, but for us it would pay salaries, for the new hours that we are putting into the playgrounds, there are so many other things that $5000 could pay for, but the biggest thing, we are setting up precedents here. We are setting up precedents for other nonprofits, and it was not presented in the proper order, it opens that door, even though we have the right to vote no, people are funny, they think if they got away with it and we would get away with it.  Our programs are as important as their programs. It comes to a point where you have to be careful, when you go to Bowman field, that was the biggest thing I said was we don't want to lose the bid. Because as Mr. Allison said, the next bid was $20,000 higher. And the bid timing is coming up where we are going to have to re-bid it if we don't get the money for it.  Then that would be the third time, and in the third time, are the bids going to get higher? Are we can lose more money? There are so many other things that come into play here. From what I understand, specs were done on this, the money has already been put up not because of the roof and also for the painting of Bowman field, so there are a lot of things at stake here but I do not know how to do this. I agree with Mr. Noviello, to have done this together is not the way I would have liked to have seen this. The only reason it was done is because of the short notice, I was at the Bowman field commission meeting two days previously, when I called to find out if we could get money, this was the only way that we were told that we could probably possibly get this. That is the only reason why this is done. It was a two day period. I don't know where to go from here, I would like to see Bowman field painted. But if CAPPA was able to come up with that much money in such a short period of time I think they can come up with the $5000 that they need to come up with from somebody else. Because their list of sponsorships, when they have their sponsorships for showcase and other programs, it is humongous. I am sure that the city should not feel guilty about not giving them $5000.

  Dr. Williamson stated, what I think that you are interested in doing, to accomplish your goals, it would be appropriate to offer motion to amend, to remove the $5000 from both parts of this ordinance which would then leave behind the Bowman field ordinance that we would go on this final passage.  But before, you do that, I would like to say that Bowman field concerns, the time that we have in place, and the potential that the bid could be significantly higher is an important consideration here. Clearly, because of the baseball season, all of this would not happen until the Fall.  I think that Council was able to identify a way to be able to fund it within this budget cycle and especially knowing that we have a couple areas that there are funds for this kind of operating expense.  This can happen in this budget year. As I said, two weeks ago, I continue to agree with that's the direction that we could go here. So if that is your motion and it ends up being that Bowman field is the only component of the ordinance that I would support it. In terms of CAPPA, here are my thoughts. I share the concerns exactly as expressed by almost everybody but tonight most clearly by Mr. Smith and Mrs. Katz. Number one, we have a tight budget, and where do you find money, two, that their off-site goal, what is the merit of particular spending versus the merit of other spending. We have talked about other concerns that have been expressed by many other people and the organization’s history.  One thing I would like to express, that there is some value in, what are we providing for our children in the community? We are not educators, but that is not our task. However, there is this model, with blending recreation with holding on to the education that they gain over the course of the academic year in the summer by having them more relaxed but still in an academic environment. But my big fear is as screwed up as all this is this year, if we don't get through this and then start the conversation as it should start, then we would have that conversation next year when clearly Mr. Simpson is building a recreation program that we would hope would go from especially  being something we can be very much proud of. It is not his program that has by nature an academic component even though that is something we can all see the value of. So there is a potential for a marriage between a recreation program that we support and somewhat down the path in a way that serves multiple purposes with no wasted resources. I worry that we will never get there if we back away from this now. Whatever people may decide tonight, I understand that and I respect it. Those are my thoughts. Are there any further comments?
  Mrs. Katz asked the solicitor Mr. Lubin how this could be done.

  Mr. Lubin stated I would make a motion to remove the CAPPA surplus from the ordinance.

  Mrs. Katz stated I would like to make a motion to remove the CAPPA summer counts program, the $5000 account number 79550.  

  Dr. Williamson stated I have a motion do I have a second? 

  Mr. Noviello made the second.

Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions.

  Mr. Allison asked the solicitor if we remove this, do we still have the second note on Bowman field?

  Mr. Lubin stated yes, you have the second part of the remaining part of the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were other comments or questions, hearing none, he asked Mrs. Frank for a vote on the motion to remove the summer counts program from the ordinance.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted no,  Dr. Williamson voted no., Mr. Hall was absent.  The motion for the amendment was carried with four yes roll call votes.  The vote was 4 to 2 with Mr. Hall being absent. 
Dr. Williamson stated so now we are back to the ordinance that is exclusively on the Bowman field spending. He asked for any further comments or questions, hearing none he asked for the vote on the ordinance as amended.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted no, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes. Mr. Hall was absent. The ordinance does carry on final reading with five yes roll call votes.  The vote was 5 to 1 with Mr. Smith voting no and Mr. Hall was absent.
Ordinance – Adopting 6 year Capital Budget Project – June 2015 to June 2020 (final reading)
Bill#1628-14 Ordinance # 6261
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Nichols stated this is on second reading to adopt the six year capital program for the City of Williamsport.   This is more of an action plan. There are three steps.  This also satisfies River Valley transit regulatory requirements. The Planning Commission passed this with a positive recommendation. We are asking for your concurrence on the second reading.
Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions, hearing none.

The ordinance was carried in second reading with six yes roll call votes.  Mr. Hall was absent.  The vote was 6 to 0.
Resolution # 8361
Resolution Authorizing The Execution of Sub recipient Monitoring Contract Between the City of Williamsport & Lycoming County in Conjunction with RVT's Unified Planning Work Program for FY 2014-2016

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Mr. Nichols stated this is similar to what has been approved in the past and provides for our transit development update process which includes out annual performance report. The first two contacts of the standard ones, this allows the federal and state money to flow through, the County to the city and funds 90% of our total planning budget, and the third contract is with Theodore Poister, who is named as a project director for the transit portion of the unified planning work program. These contract amounts of already been approved by the federal transit administration act, the Watts transportation, and approved as part of our planning budget for 2014. This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.
  Ms. Miele, we have seen contracts of this nature before and the majority of the funding is provided through the County through the Watts and RVT provides a small amount of their own fund. The Finance Committee passed this with a unanimous vote to the full body Council with a positive recommendation. It is worth noting that this contract is doing two things at one time. We would like to note that Mr. Nichols is exceptionally creative in the transit world and he always covers a lot of ground to the transit area and other areas of the city. We do appreciate his effort.

  Mr. Allison stated he was impressed with the planning document. He asked Mr. Nichols about the North Central participation Task force.

  Mr. Nichols stated that is a committee that was established by Penn Dot, this was to look at the six county area to see what synergies could be put in place. The buried Bloomsburg area is now an urbanized area which means that they get a set of funds, and they have dollars available, and we are going to be very interested in seeing what opportunities there are.  We will see more opportunities in the future.

  Members of Council congratulated Mr. Nichols on his fine work that he has done in the City for the Transit Authority.  Mr. Nichols talk about the Penn Dot studies and gave kudos to his staff. Mr. Nichols discussed the demographics of people who ride the bus.   There was also a discussion about the CNG vehicles and how good it is that we were proactive.  Mr. Nichols stated it is open to the public.  Mr. Nichols acknowledged the presence of Larson’s Design group at the meeting.
  Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Hall was absent.
Resolution for Execution of Sub-recipient Agreement with the City of Williamsport & CAPPA

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution
There was no motion made.  This resolution dies for lack of motion and second.
Resolution # 8362
Resolution Contract for Engineering Services with Larson Design for CDBG Projects

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
Mr. Grado stated this item in the next are related. The first one is for engineering services for an open-end contract with Larson Design.  We had done this in 2007 and 2009 when we anticipated that we would have a number of projects coming up in the next few years with CDBG funds being used. That was successful and it does streamline the process for getting public improvement processes in place. We do anticipate some additional grant funding activities for those projects. Some of them include Bro-Dart structure project and the memorial pool project, and phases 3 & 4 the Pathway to Health and other street improvement programs. We did advertise on May 14 for proposals, we did receive four, there was a selection process and we have an internal committee that reviews them.  Larson Design was selected for the open-end contract and what this was intended for and will be approved by City Council each individual work order. There are representatives here from Larson Design.  This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.

  Ms. Miele stated the Finance Committee reviewed both of these and we have a great example of what we will see moving forward under this open ended contract. Our discussions centered around the potential pitfalls and the serious benefits with having an open-ended contract with one design firm. This will save us quite a bit of time and they go out for bid, instead of going out for bid every time, we will be able to just get a proposal. If we are not happy with the proposal we will have the option to solicit other bids. The Finance Committee sent this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.
  Dr. Williamson asked for question or comments.

The resolution was approved with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Hall was absent.
Resolution # 8363
Resolution Contract for Engineering Services with Larson Design for Bro-Dart Infrastructure Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.
Mr. Grado stated as part of the process we have identified the Bro-Dart neighborhood improvement process. The city had applied for grant with the DCED as part of the neighborhood improvement which identified infrastructure needs. That was the area bounded on the west by Memorial Park and on the south by West Fourth Street, on the E. By Berger St., and on the N. By Memorial Ave.   As part of that grant application we identified areas and priorities of the neighbors such as the improvements to Beeber St, improvements to the Oliver St and also access across West Fourth St.  300,000 was allocated the city's community block grant budget, and $200,000 set aside by County act 13 funds for around the Memorial Homes project.  The costs for all the designing was $69,580. That is for about $950,000 worth of construction improvements. I did provide city Council with an estimate and breakdown. We do need to get started with the design work, it will be completed next year. We are committed to the off-site improvements around the Memorial Homes project.  It was within the budget amount.  This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.  
  Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0. Mr. Hall was absent.
Certificates of Appropriateness - HARB

All items are recommended for approval unless otherwise noted

Item 2. YWCA 

815 West Fourth Street

A.  Remove deteriorated concrete balusters from front and replace with new formed concrete ones, same appearance as originals.  Include paint coat to match color 

B.  Remove, repair and reset loose concrete cap stones on brick walls.

C.  Point brick walls on front porch entry area as needed.  

D. Repair deteriorated concrete urn to as close to original appearance as possible. 

Item 3. Richard & Terry Mutchler

743/745 West Third Street                

A. Repair rotted exterior wood with wood of same appearance as original.

B. Replace porch decks as needed using fir tongue & groove.  Back-priming recommended.

C. Re-glaze windows as needed.

D. Prepare exterior for painting.  Paint colors: AC-35 Powell Buff-body, 2093-20 Fresh Clay-trim, HC-100 Gloucester Sage-doors & decks.

Item 4. Mirabito Brothers Properties

725/727 West Third Street

A.  Remove fire escape and salvage to reinstall.

B.  Tear down wall on east side as needed to stabilize structure.  Wall is bowing.  Install structural supports.  Damaged area estimated 30’ length and up to second floor level.

C. Salvage existing trims, sills, casings and windows.

D.  Rebuild wall with brick and finish with stucco to match the original.  Match finish.  Restore the wall, including exterior stucco finish, all windows, doors, soffit and all trim, to the original appearance.  

E. Repair built in gutters.  Reline with rubber as needed.  Install new wood as needed.  Match original appearance using appropriate wood.  Reconnect to downspout system.

F. Paint same as existing colors.

G.Re-install fire escape.

Item 5. Maybee Hill Ventures LLC

536  West Third Street 

A.  Prepare and paint brick, exterior and wood trim same colors as existing.  

Item 6. Calvin Tilley

515-513 West Edwin

A.   Remove 3 tab asphalt roof and install Landmark CertainTeed black architectural shingles.

Item 7. Liz Miele

411 West Fourth Street

A.  Remove west side rear, unroofed porch.  

B. Construct a new porch similar in size and style to the porch on the east side.  New porch will have brick piers, tongue & groove fir deck, cedar (or similar material) steps with closed risers, beaded ceiling, ½ round gutters, framed, tight weave squared lattice, posts and balusters similar to the east side porch.   Finish to match east porch trim and paint colors.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.  This was accepted with 5 yes roll call votes.  Ms. Miele abstained.  Mr. Hall was absent.  The vote was 5 to 0.
Item 8. Withdrawn

Item 9  Park Place LLC

800 West Fourth Street

A. Demolish deteriorating masonry concrete steps from the front entrance.  Salvage wrought iron railings  

B. Install new concrete steps, same size and appearance.  Reinstall salvaged railing.  
Mr. Noviello made a motion to accept these for filing and Mr. Allison seconded it.  The certificates of HARB were carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Hall was absent.

 Accept for filing:  

HARB Minutes – May 20, 2014

Public Works Minutes 5/13/14

Public Safety Minutes of 5/6/14

Bowman Field Meeting 3/11/14

Way’s Garden Commission 12/12/13

Brandon Park Commission 3/18/14 & 4/15/14

Shade Tree Commission 3/18/14 & 4/15/14
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to accept these for filing.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

 Mr. Allison made a comment on the Bowman Field meeting minutes.  He asked since the minutes included the 15 year guarantee and asked if we had any recourse on this documentation.
Mrs. Katz who is on the Bowman field commission stated the company is out of business and there was no recourse.

Dr. Williamson asked Mr. Lubin if there was anything we could do about this.

Mr. Lubin stated he would talk to Mr. Wright about this.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the minutes.

The minutes were carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mr. Hall was absent.

Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday July 10, 2014 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:







      Monday, June 30

  
 12:00 PM  Planning Commission 



      Tuesday, July 1


 12:00 PM  Public Safety Committee



      Monday, July 7


   3:30 PM  ERC Meeting


                   Tuesday, July 8


   9:00 AM  Housing Needs Committee








 12:00 PM  Public Works Committee








   3:30 PM  Finance Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]



Meeting adjourned upon motion by  Dr. Williamson  and second to motion by Ms. Miele.  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at 8:53 PM.
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