City Council Meeting Minutes of June 27, 2013

      Thursday, June 27, 2013
Williamsport, PA

Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, June 27, 2013 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilwoman Liz Miele and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Council President Bill Hall called the meeting to order. He asked for approval of City Council Meeting Minutes dated 06/13/13.  Do I have a motion to approve these minutes?  

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.  There were no questions or comments.  The minutes were approved with six yes roll call votes.   Dr. Williamson was absent.  The vote was 6 to 0.
Limited Courtesy of the Floor
There was none.

Appointments/Reappointments

Veterans Memorial Park Commission
Ben Laurenson, Williamsport is appointed to a five-year term commencing 6/27/13 and ending 6/27/18.

Mayor Campana stated this a five-year term.  Mr. Laurenson is a 20 veteran of the United States Army reserve. He is a first Sgt., is married father of five children and has also served in the City of Williamsport for many years as a police officer. I believe that he would be an asset to this commission.

 Mr. Hall asked for a motion to appoint Mr. Laurenson to this commission.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was second by Mrs. Katz. There were no questions or comments.

The appointment was carried with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.

Mr. Hall stated next is a public hearing of RVT’s relocation of recycling center.  He declared the public hearing open.

  Mr. Knarr stated when I bring before you is a conditional use hearing, the current land use is a transportation facility which is RVT.  The proposed plan will allow for a recycling center. The plan will be required to meet all land development plans and requirements according to the zoning ordinance. It has been posted and did not find any objections at this time for many of the neighbors.

  Mr. Hall asked if there was anyone here from the general public who wishes to stand up and express any opposition to this. There was not. He asked if anyone were opposed? There was none. Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to stand up and speak in favor of this? There was none. With that he asked for a motion to close the public hearing.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.  The public hearing was closed with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was six to 0.

Conditional Use – Recycle Center located within the Open Space Zoning District

  Mr. Knarr stated this conditional Use requests in order to relocate the recycling center from one section of Lycoming Creek to the other one.  This goes from the NL District to the Open Space Zoning District and it does require a conditional use. You have a letter from Larson Design Group and Chris Keiser explaining to you the different compatibilities as far as the conditional use. I do have a representative here to.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this conditional use.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

  Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions.

  Ms. Miele asked about landscaping on the site, the recycling amenity is located on the east side of Lycoming Creek, what plan is for the recycling center after it is moved?

  Mr. Chris Keiser, answered but he was away from podium and his answer was difficult to hear.  

  Ms. Miele stated shrubs might be good.  Her second question was about paving.  The current site is ½ paved.  

  Mr. Keiser stated he doesn’t see any potential problems.

  Ms. Miele asked what the single stream recycling is going to mean….she talked about how beneficial this will be in future.

  Mr. Wheeland, Commissioner stated the single stream recycling project that we are working on at County and we approved the purchase of the equipment which will be in excess of $4 million, that does not eliminate the drop-off sites. Drop-off sites will still be available for those folks that perhaps get or go somewhere and purchase a large package, they will still have the ability to drop it off rather than wait for their hauler to pick it up at the residence. There will always be a need for the drop-off.  There are a lot of commercial businesses that get large amounts of stuff that they will be able to drop off at the drop off center. The drop-off centers will continue to operate. I do not believe they will be as busy as they once were but that all depends on the private haulers.  
  Ms. Miele asked if that would mean that we would need less space?

  Mr. Wheeland answered probably not.  Obviously we are going to eventually eliminate the curbside residential recycling. We will still perform the commercial recycling.  As far as residential, that is a loser, has been a loser and is been one of my personal initiatives to get it out of the residential curbside. It literally cost hundreds of thousands of dollars for the mandated communities. It costs the County that kind of money to provide that mandated service. Single stream is obviously the way to go.
  Mr. Smith stated that based on what Commissioner Wheeland, they are going to stop collecting residential, I think but that's going to mean is these are going to be used more than it was before. Now that the collector is charging anywhere from $10-$20 a month, to take your recycling. I don't think people really going to get involved in paying that, they are going to use these facilities to drop it off.

  Mr. Wheeland stated if I may address that, that is not what we are seeing. One of the private haulers, that was contacted, charges his family five dollars a month to pick up the single stream, but the fact that he moved over to that hauler for garbage, he is actually saving one dollar. The free enterprise system works every time it is tried. To educate the folks, what we will do it County is when the haulers, would bring their garbage to the landfill, they would have to pay to dump, when they bring single stream to the landfill, we will pay them on the tonnage. So it really changes their business. 

  Mr. Smith stated will they are not all opting in for that. Some are garbage haulers are charging more money.  Maybe some are, but a lot of them aren't. I don't think all the garbage collectors are going to participate in that, and drop their rates, I don't think so.
  Mr. Wheeland answered you could be right, but it is not the role of government, we will let the public determine.

  Mr. Smith stated my point is, these could be utilized more than they are now. I am certainly not going to pay my garbage collector more money to take my recycling, I will take it to those places.

  Mr. Wheeland stated that is what we are going to maintain the drop-off center, so people have the options. But from what we are seeing, the private enterprises do jump all over this because it really does change their business. From what we're seeing, it is a positive change not only for the environment and the landfill but for their businesses. But you are absolutely right there are some collectors that will not participate in this, which is fine, and again it is not the role of government to control free enterprise.

  Mr. Smith stated I think the prices set by the different collectors.

  Mr. Allison stated it is a great improvement in function and aesthetics. I am happy to see that.

  Mr. Hall said rate beside the current relocation center is where we all take our brush and it gets turned into mulch, is that still going to stay where it is at?

  Mr. Keiser stated that is staying where it is at, yes.  

  Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions.

The conditional use was approved with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Dr. Williamson was absent.

Resolution # 8237
Resolution – HOME Partnership Agreement with Memorial Homes LP
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Grado, this agreement provides for $300,000 and a 1% loan to Memorial homes which is the developer for affordable housing project.  It is part of the Bro-Dart site. Council at their last meeting, met with Arbor Housing, which is the parent company for Memorial Homes, LP, at our last meeting, we approved the cooperation agreement. This particular agreement spells out the details for that. This project is part of the Bro-Dart Brownsfield’s redevelopment site. It has also been heavily participated in with the County of Lycoming. This $300,000 for funds will allow us to move some of the funds that provided for under our act 13 funds, and the County's act 13 funds into the Memorial homes area and also the off-site improvements. So as part of that, the County is here this evening and would like to make some comments regarding this in the County commitments for the overall Williamsport housing strategy. That includes not only this particular project, but the neighborhood improvement program, and an item later on in the agenda a land development plan for SEDA COG for the senior housing. It is all coming together for this partnership we have with the County.  
  Mr. Jeff Wheeland, this is a great time for the County and the City of Williamsport. I do want to assure you that Lycoming County government is in this for the long run. We have a strong planning team as you know.  We are committed. We will partner with the City all the way to the finish line. We are going to get this done. For the Bro-Dart site, we have completed environmental and assessment work. We are well along the pathway to achieve Act II.  The County has committed $610,000 of its Act 13 Funds.  These properties are not government properties, these will be done by private developers and they go on the tax rolls. The city and the county have partnered to stop the erosion of the tax base. We are going to reverse that and this is going to be one of many projects. He spoke about the trips to Harrisburg and the leadership of Senator Yaw.  He set up the FAIR program.  Lycoming County has secured 1.2 million in the first round.  He praised John Grado from the City for his hard work.
  Mr. Hall stated this was reviewed by Finance.

  Mr. Allison stated we did review this at the Finance Committee meeting on Tuesday and we have had discussions about this particular $300,000 HOME investment program. These are funds that were previously part of the Pennsy Heights development that that County and City came together on. They have not been utilized by the City and the funds will be lost if they are not allocated by June 30th of this year.  He thanked the County for their partnership.  It is a true regional project. It was sent to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked for any more questions.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.

Demolition 644 Maple Street – Susquehanna Health System
  Mr. Knarr, this is a demolition requests from Susquehanna health for this structure located at 644 Maple St. in the institutional zoning district. Their structure has been used as a single family dwelling and is currently vacant. The owner’s intent is to make space for future parking area hospital expansion. A land development would be required prior to any development. All zoning requirements will be addressed prior to land development. Grass need to be planted if the land development is not submitted within three months.  A representative from Susquehanna health is here.

  Mr. Hall asked for a motion.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

The demolition was carried with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was six to 0.
Demolition
646 & 648 Campbell St. – Susquehanna Health System

  Mr. Knarr stated this is another demolition request for Susquehanna Health. They are located in the institutional zoning district. The structure was used as a residence double and is currently vacant. The owners intent is to make space for future parking area hospital expansion. Of land development would be required prior to any development. All zoning requirements will be addressed prior to the land development. Grass will need to be planted if the land development is not submitted within three months.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

There were no comments or questions.

The demolition was carried with six yes roll call votes.  Dr. Williamson was absent.  The vote was six to 0.
Demolition
730 Locust St. – Susquehanna Health System

  Mr. Knarr stated this a request from Susquehanna Health System for the structure located at 730 Locust St. in the institutional zoning district. The structure has been used as a multi-family  dwelling and is currently vacant. The owners intent is to make space for future parking area hospital expansion. The land development would be required prior to any development. All zoning requirements will be addressed prior to land development. Grass will need to be planted at the land development is not submitted within three months.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this demolition.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was second by Mrs. Katz.

The demolition was carried with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.

Bill # 1604-13
Ordinance – Street Vacation  - A Portion of Mulberry Street        (first reading)
The City Clerk read the Ordinance.

  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this.

Mr. Smith made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Grado, we had a request from Lycoming College to vacate a portion of Mulberry Street that's located just N. Of Union Ave. and that goes to a dead-end. It is their entrance to the field facility. The administration recommended because it does not serve the general public. It is just part of the entrance. The utilities have been contacted, typically the vacation that is approved on first reading will go through 28 days waiting. And they this publicly advertise and gets posted and there is opportunity to comment as a result of that. However the neighbors have all been involved and there are representatives from the college here this evening if Council has any questions. There are three homes that have been here in the big currently demolished and there is an open field. They do plan to do an improvement which is to expand the existing parking lot to provide for additional parking. There is a sketch here to show the improvements and the expansion.  There is still going to be a public alley that serves the residents on Packer St.  we really don't vacate the private interest that exists with the property owners.  All we're doing this evening would be the vacating the public's interest in Mulberry Street, we would not need to plow it, or the police would not need the traffic control there either. Lycoming College is still working with the neighbors to improve that right away. This was reviewed by the Public Works committee earlier this week. There are representatives here that could respond to questions.
  Mr. Smith stated Public Works reviewed this and several questions were asked and answered.  The utilities are all going to be taken care of, when vacated, Lycoming College will be in charge of plowing that Street. We approved this and sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mrs. Katz stated the neighbors are all happy about this and it's going to look wonderful when it is done.

  Mr. Allison asked about the alley to the West.

  Mr. Grado stated that is the City’s, we maintain it.

Tim Manus, with the firm of Dert &       consult with Lycoming College.  He walked away from podium and voice could not be heard.  

  Mr. Hall asked for any questions.

The ordinance was carried with six yes roll call votes.  Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.

Lot Consolidation – Eureka Resources - 0 Catawissa Avenue

  Mr. Knarr, this is a lot consolidation request from Eureka Resources for a land development approval for the proposed construction of the building, equipment, and tanks at the proposed waste water treatment facility. The proposal includes the land development and storm water management plans that are provided in accordance with all zoning regulations. The Lycoming County planning commission reviewed the request on April 25, 2013 and made a positive recommendation. The planning commission reviewed the land development plan at their meeting on June 17, 2013. The only concern was that a page detailing the zoning details be added as a site plan rather than and in narrative form, providing this was met, they made a positive recommendation for your approval. I do have are representative here.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this Lot consolidation.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was second by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were questions or comments.

The lot consolidation was carried with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.
Land Development – Eureka Resources -  0 Catawissa Avenue
  Mr. Knarr, attached for your review to construct a water and oil treatment facility in the ML zoning district. The current use is a vacant lot, a lot consolidation was just previously recommended and approved by city Council. The proposed land development would include a 200 x 1 74 metal building and treatment tanks. The plan meets all land development and subdivision requirements in accordance with the city ordinance, the County planning commission reviewed the plan on April 22, 2013 and may positive recommendations. The City Planning Commission made a positive recommendation providing more details. There is a representative here.

  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this land development.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Smith stated in looking at this there was the statement about some of the size of the tanks, one of the things that is going to be hydrochloric acid, has this gone to the fire Department at all?

  Mr. Knarr stated anytime he brings something before Council, the Chief signs off on it.

  Mr. Noviello asked about a timeline.

  Mr. Knarr stated within 6 months.

  Ms. Miele stated there is obviously no cause for concern about the drainage.

  Mr. Knarr stated no, it was reviewed by John Grado.  Mr. Grado gave a statement.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any more comments or questions.
  Ken McMannus, Eureka Resources, the tanks are actually double wall tanks, they do have the space in between for leak detection, the tank itself is double wall. The tank is about 60 feet tall plus or minus.
The land development plan was carried with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.
Land Development – SEDA COGA – 0 Grove Street
Mr. Knarr stated this is from SEDA-Cog for a proposed construction of a 2 story 32 unit senior living center.  On June 3, 2011, a land development plan for multifamily housing was previously approved.  The proposal includes the Land Development and storm water management plans that are provided in  accordance with all zoning regulations.  The Lycoming County Planning Commission reviewed the request on June 10, 2013 and made a positive recommendation.  The Planning Commission reviewed the plan at their meeting on June 17, 2013 and made a positive recommendation. I do have are representative here at this time.

Ms. Miele stated this is a terrific looking project.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this. 
Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

The land development was carried with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.
Ordinance # 6234
Ordinance – Six Year Capital Projects Budget 2014 -2019(final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Nichols stated this is the second reading of our annual capital projects budget. Since the last budget meeting, the planning commission did review this and provide a positive recommendation to the full body of Council. This is a program and planning document for the first two years to form an action plan. The other four years is an ongoing planning tool and also provides a document that is required by the Pennsylvania Department of transportation or capital grants project.
  Mr. Hall asked for comments or question.

The ordinance was carried on second reading with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.
Bill # 1602-13
Ordinance Amending Ordinance #6169 that Authorized & Secured this City’s General Obligation Note Series B of  2010 in the Maximum Principal Amount of $3,000,000. (first reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance on first reading.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was second by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Nichols, this ordinance amends ordinance number 6169 which was in the beginning of the year when an amendment was offered for this $3 million short term line the credit. What this is for is to provide for a line the credit for capital projects that are for reimbursement in nature in terms are, we have to wait for funds to be reimbursed once the expenses are enacted. The original ordinance contained language that covered any project approve for the central business district. But now with the city's record management system underway, as approved by Council, the need to have short term financing in place for the reach road project and to include River Valley transit's CNG project, we are requesting that Council admin this ordinance to allow for capability of the city and RVT to access short-term financing for those three projects as approved by Council.  It should be noted that this short term line of credit will not be utilized by the Mayor's recommended paving plan for this year or the next year for that matter. The mayors finalizing paving program, and he will be recommending amount over $1.3 million which we will utilize existing budgeting as well as ACT 13 funds from our first payment received at the end of last year as well as the payment that we should be receiving by July 1 of this year. The administration will also be recommending that the city's reach road contribution being occluded as part of our long-term financing strategy with these funds to be added to the grant that we are going to receive as well as the County’s Act 13 contribution which we are putting in final form.  We estimate the reach road project to be about $2.3 million. That should be completed by sometime next year. This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.

  Mr. Allison, we did review this ordinance and its former form. There were some questions and unsettled items so we passed it to the full body of Council with no recommendation so we could have the things address. They have been addressed tonight.
  Ms. Miele, stated one of our main concerns was to figure out since the City has already received substantial funding it was a little too shortsighted to be borrowing money short term when we can use the Act 13 money.  I believe that in this current iteration we have addressed that concern.

  Mr. Smith, obviously this is going to entail the record management system that we have already approved and we are waiting for funding for that project, and the second is the 2013/ 2014 Street repaving program that everybody in town is waiting for. I think that those are two good items.

  Mrs. Katz stated this is what people really waiting for they are waiting for the roads to be fixed. 

  Mr. Nichols stated even though that those funds are borrowed they will all be reimbursed.

  Mayor Campana stated that tomorrow, we are interviewing candidates for the excavation supervisor to make sure that the utility companies are doing what they're supposed to do and keep them accountable. That person should be in place in about two weeks from now.

  Mr. Hall stated we will be paving the streets without borrowed money.  
  Mr. Nichols, the budget will show that those funds have been budgeted either the 2013 budget liquid fuels Department, community development, as well as the Act 13 funds.  The entire budget is funded with existing funds

  Mr. Hall stated so when this is approved two weeks from now we will immediately be able to draw down the $350,000 for the police records management system. He asked for other comments or questions.

  Mr. Noviello wanted to acknowledge the work of Mr. Grado and Mr. Nichols and acknowledge the Mayor’s effort in this project.

  Mrs. Katz stated this is something we should be proud of.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion and stated the City Clerk read the correct version of this ordinance.

The ordinance did carry on first reading with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.
Ordinance – Transfer    (first reading) TABLED
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Pawlak, this is the first transfer ordinance for the 2013 budget. Just going through well outlined some of the major areas, transferring to the police Department this transfer is to get all the accounts online with the Police contract that was approved earlier this year. There are transfers into an IT department for the new IT position that was approved by City Council in the budget with money set aside so this moves that directly into the corresponding accounts related to that department. Also during the 2013 budget readings, Council removed a portion of their pension line item to be allocated at a future date. In order to meet our MMO, that amount was allocated to the other departments in the City so that are full MMO is funded for 2013. Other items included in the transfer our new position that the Mayor just spoke about during the last ordinance in the codes Department related to Street excavation and other tasks. There is a small transfer in there for a vehicle transfer for the police and fire departments. With these transfers, the $50,000 that was moved the Council set aside for the IT position and the remaining is coming from the fire vehicles repairs item and the rest from the legislative contingency account. Finance did review this at the meeting on Tuesday.
  Mr. Allison, we also voted 2 to 0 to pass this to the full body of Council with no recommendation. There are a few reasons, one of the issues is we did not have some final figures that we have tonight, that has been addressed, one of the other issues is related to councils fiduciary responsibilities, we are responsible for the spending of the money. One of the things we talked about is we can only do as good a job with this accurate figures as we have an through no fault to anyone and this is not assigning blame to anyone.   There was a document that we felt crucial to Council to have it and that was the audit of 2012. Because that does give us a clear picture of where we were at the end of last year and it gives us somewhat of a basis to make a prediction on this year. We felt that if we had that information we could make a better decision on how this money is being transferred should be spent or could be spent. The bulk of this transfer change is coming out of Council's legislative contingency fund. And councils budget is councils responsibility regardless of where the money came from when it went in there. Because of the separation of powers between the administration and Council, it is important that we have the best information we possibly can so we can make the best decision that we possibly can when the money is taken out of our budget. So with the transfer of $136,000 out of our legislative contingency, we thought it was incumbent upon us to have that document. And again it is not assigning blame to our finance department but there have been things that Mr. Pawlak has had to deal with that have affected the process and that is just the way it is. The other thing that we don't have with the budget, and again it is something beyond their control is a request that the budget that we have now up to May of this year, be in percentages of what we spent so far this year. The reason we need to know is that is it gives us a historical basis to say, what we spent 40% of this budget, and historically this is about where we should be, but if anything is often that it gives us an indication to watch over everything in the budget from this point on, or maybe we are in great shape. So for those reasons and the transfer of this money, we had some reservations in finance committee about moving ahead with this.
  Mr. Smith, this is the first that I have seen this that when I see this change that was brought out of $136,815, I guess my first question is where did it go? What is it used for?

  Mr. Pawlak stated that was discussed the Finance committee on Tuesday and after doing some research, the original amount that was put in the 2013 budget was ……..during the budget process, Council requested $36,000 be placed into legislative contingency account. The administration knowing that in prior years, Council has always moved that money, we just figured we put that in legislative contingency at the budget level. But the budget that was submitted originally had $120,000. We were expecting a police contract to come forward to be some sort of increase, but when we when we had to go through negotiations, we freeze at the prior rate, so we put additional funding in there to cover the expected increases once that contract was negotiated. So part of those funds are going back down into the police line items to cover what we expect and what we put above the be all the Council requested. Then there was an additional $50,000 that was moved up from hearing some litigation to bring the total at the end of the year to $170,000. So with the original request of $36,000, ending balance are the current balance of this time a $33,000, we are pretty close to Councils original request.  
  Mr. Hall asked, am I right or am I wrong to say this is a bookkeeping issue? So if I move one account number to another, nobody is going to lose this paycheck, this IT person will continue to be paid.

  Mr. Pawlak, answered currently he will be continued be paid but we need to get the items transferred because we are paying from account that has no money in.

  Mr. Hall stated well you have the funds that they are paid from because your salary in that particular line item is budgeted at you are taking it from your line and putting it in his line that we budgeted it from.

  Mr. Pawlak, I think it was stated during the budget process, that once this position is filled we would transferred over to their budget line item. There is a specific line for that position.

  Mr. Hall stated my thing is wherever it is coming from, whatever line it looks like a bookkeeping, the money is still there and check still comes, correct?  The person receiving the paycheck doesn't care what line item is taken from.  So a transfer can be done at any time during the year? Theoretically, you could hold this until October, is that correct.
  Mr. Nichols interjected. Technically, funds need to be in a particular line item for any kind of expenditure that relates to the authorized. Yes, you could say the paychecks continue, but the controller under her jurisdiction could deny that expense if the line item does not have any funds in it.

  Mr. Hall said I understand that Mr. Nichols. If there's $100,000 in a line item for Mr. Pawlak and this IT guy cause that is where we put it, and we were to move it at all, right now only half of it is expanded, so there's still another have to expend, we are only in June. So technically you could do this in October or November and not run out of money.

  Mr. Nichols stated yes as long as there's funds, that is correct.

  Mr. Hall stated well if you take your example and the pension amounts, theoretically you would already have to pay them and we are already in June, and you are saying the money is not there, but for now you have paid it so it's there.

  Mr. Nichols stated I think the problem is over the years and evolution started for years, the legislative contingency line item and the city Council budget was $5000. That was it. Over a period of years, Council, for whatever reason started taking money from the Mayor's contingency, hearings and litigations, because they wanted to control any kind of an issue, so we had to come back to Council for the authorization to get the money out of legislative contingency get the money that we are dealing with. So this was not an issue because Council never had a legislative contingency more than $5000. But now when things like this come up, Council has during the budget process move those kind of monies, or we've done knowing that counsel would do it anyhow. But again keeping a base amount in there in terms of what Council has requested, so we are just doing a cleanup like we normally do when these issues arise.

  Mr. Hall stated, the bookkeeping, is what we're doing right now, and in terms of budgets, it is also a requirement, and my understanding is by June 30 of this fiscal year, we are supposed to have an Audit for 2012.

  Mr. Nichols, regulatory wise it is due by September 30

  Mr. Hall said okay, then when did we get 2011?

  Mr. Nichols stated 2011 was a few months late cause of the issues we discussed earlier. Typically in a given year we like to have at least a first draft in June or July, so I think we're very close to that. I am not sure what the issue is, I was not at the finance committee I was out of town. But if there needs to be something address, I would table the ordinance and we will go from there.

  Mr. Hall stated we will see if anyone wants to do that, I'm just trying to clear my head. So we have an audit that we actually got last month for 2011. It was six months late, and based on all my experience we always had them by June 30. He asked Mayor Campana to confirm.  The Mayor confirmed. Mr. Hall said once we have seen that audit, we always had in excess of $1 million almost every year.

  Mr. Nichols said that will not occur this year, in terms of the audit, I can give you a list of the regulatory audits, the audit 10 years ago has changed from the audit today. There are many more Gasby requirements. There are a lot of independent studies that has to be conducted. There is no way in my humble opinion that in no way an audit will ever be completed by the end of June. 

  Mr. Hall said, say September 30, and if this the bookkeeping thing, it really does not have to be done until September 30, until we see this audit and see what a surplus is……. Before the money is taken out of the things.

  Mr. Nichols stated we are just coming back with an ordinance as requested by Council, so I am a little confused as to what the issue is.  You wanted the benefits for the IT person and you wanted us to come back with what it is going to cost.  I am confused and we are doing which you want so if you want to change your mind, it is fine with me.

  Mr. Hall stated what I would suggest in terms of the budget, let's move ahead with section 1, budget and section 1 fire, I am completely happy with that, give the vehicle repairs to the fire guy, and take care the IT guy, the transfer is from the Police Department to the fire which is something that always happens, and that the rest of it ride until we see the audit.

  Mr. Nichols asks do want us to come back with the revised ordinance?

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to table.

Ms. Miele made a motion to table this ordinance pending on the revision by the administration. Mr. Allison seconded.
The motion to table this ordinance was carried with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.

Bill # 1603-13
Ordinance – Traffic Change – Parking Signs & Speed Limit          (first reading)
The City Clerk read the Ordinance.  
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance in first reading.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was second by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Grado, the first eight traffic signs are no parking here and they've already gone to Council. The last one is a change of a 35-mile an hour speed limit to 25 mile an hour speed limit from on Reach Road on Catawissa Avenue. This started with the design work being done by Larson Design on Section 2A, in that same location between Catawissa Avenue and N. Reach Road. As you know there's an S-curve in that section and during the design, and with the review from Penn Dot, it was determined that it has to meet federal standards. This section does warrant a reduction in speed limit and that also will permit the alignment of the new reconstructive portion of that to exist within the right away lines.  There are a number of access lines as well as the alignment justified just to reduce the speed limit.  Actually we can do that anywhere in the City from 35 to 25. This was reviewed by the Public Works committee. On second reading we can officially notified Penn Dot.
  Mr. Smith, we discussed no parking signs and goes back to January 13, 2013 and we received a print of the Reach Road project. We all felt that reducing the speed was wise. We did send this to the full body Council for approval.

  Mr. Hall asked for any questions.

The ordinance was carried with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.
Resolution # 8237
Resolution – Disposition for Destruction of Specific Records

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Chief Foresman stated, as in the past of come before City Council on prior occasions for disposal of records that are stored within the Police Department. Once again I'm asking for approval for this resolution to destroy the records listed on this resolution. These records are of criminal files of individuals for deceased and no longer need to be maintained within the Police Department.

  Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.
Resolution # 8239
Resolution – Authorizing MOU with the County of Lycoming to Permit the release of Grant Funds

The City Clerk read the resolution.

  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

  Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Chief Foresman stated he would like to apologize for the language in this resolution, because that is not what the intended use of these funds are. It is not going to be for our in-house camera system, the use is going to be for a new server that is going to support the new records management system. It must've been a misunderstanding and miscommunication still on my captain’s part, I will make sure that this is changed and squared away.
 The department of justice has awarded the city and county jointly $10,060 under the Edward Byrn Grant. In order to be awarded these funds, a memorandum of understanding has to be agreed upon for use of these funds. The agreement between city and county is that we will jointly share these funds which will be in the amount collectively of $5030 for both entities. The City's portion is to purchase a new server which shall be to support the records management system. This agreement was reviewed by the Finance committee on Tuesday.

  Mr. Allison yes we did vote 2 to 0 with a positive recommendation to City Council. We have had this ever since I've been on Council, some years it is more but that is not to happen anymore.

  Mr. Hall stated we are going to need a motion to amend this resolution. It will be the part that says the city's use of these funds will be to purchase a new server for the records management system.
 He asked for a motion to amend this.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele, motion was to amend the resolution.

The amendment was carried with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.

  Mr. Hall stated so that the resolution is now amended as been stated by Chief Foresman, now questions or comments from Council?

  Mr. Noviello asked if this is towards the purchase of a server or is this to cover the purchase?

  Chief Foresman stated that will cover the large majority of the new server, I believe the server is over $7000.

  Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution did carry with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.
Certificates of Appropriateness – HARB

All Items are recommended for approval unless otherwise indicated
Item 2
 Joseph Cipriani
             747 West Fourth Street
A. Revised - Remove asphalt siding from rear, west, one-story addition.  Restore and repair clapboard under the asphalt siding.  Replace any clapboard that is beyond repair with new clapboard of same size and profile.  Paint to match building trim.

Item 3.
Cochran Holdings

309 Campbell Street

A. Remove an existing wood fence running east/west between the properties. Install a 6’, 3-rail wood plank fence running north/south between 305 (aka 802) and 309 Campbell.  Fence to block access to the parking lot from Campbell Street and is to be set back approximately 10’ from the front of the structures.  Paint or stain to match building:

Item 4.
Cochran Holdings

246 Campbell Street

A. Replace board & batten siding with smooth Hardie board, plank or similar replacement material that is same as the original material in width and appearance.  Battens to be formed from PVC or Hardie board strips.  

Replacement material will match the existing board & batten size and style.  Paint same as existing.

B. Remove asphalt roof.  Install black architectural shingles. Install ½ round gutters -round downspouts as needed.

Item 5.
Cochran Holdings

777 West Third ~ 771 West Third

A. Install aluminum fence (2 locations) at midpoints between front and rear of these properties.  Fence to run east to west.  One section between 777 and 771 and another section from 771 to the east property line.  

Fence style: 2 or 3 rail with spear top points, black color

B. 
Install a 6’ 3 rail, wood plank fence at the rear property line, east to west, from 771 to 777 West Third Street.  Paint or stain color to match buildings.

Item 6.
Cochran Holdings

777 West Third

A. Remove the red asphalt siding from the side and rear walls.  Repair underlying clapboard if it is possible.  If repairs are extensive, install Hardie plank or similar.  Replacement material to match size and reveal of the clapboard under the asphalt.  Paint same as existing.

Item 7.
Cochran Holdings

801-807 West Third Street

A. Install a fence on the east side of sufficient length and height to screen exposed gas utility connections.  Construct with 1” x 6” planks, or tight weave lattice panels, framed and painted to match the building.  

Item 8.
Cochran Holdings

959 West Third Street

A. Replace existing asphalt roof with black, architectural shingles, with dark drip edge.  Install ½ round gutters and round downspouts as needed.

Item 9.
Cochran Holdings

830 West Third Street

A. Install a 6’ wood plank fence at the rear property line on the north (running west to east) and on the west side (running north / south).  Fence will not extend to the front of the home.  Paint or stain color to match house

Item 10. Cochran Holdings

823 West Third Street

A. Install a 6’ wood plank fence at the rear west side (running north / south) Fence will not extend to the front of the home.  Paint or stain color: to match house
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these HARB certificates.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.
Accept for filing:

Police Pension Audit 2011

Firemen’s Pension Audit 2011

City of Williamsport Officers’ and Employees’ Pension Plan Audit 2011

Finance Committee Meeting Minutes 5/28/13

Bureau of Code Enforcement Report March 2013

HARB Minutes June 18, 2013

Finance Report May 2013

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this minutes.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was second by Mrs. Katz.

 Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions. Mr. Hall have a comment for whoever the police or firemen's pension audit for the City of Williamsport, there was like another payment, some kind of auditing error, it looks like there is a $22,000 error.  Ms. Miele stated was there a fireman and policeman who shouldn’t be on the plan.

  Mr. Nichols, stated it is a lot of detail and I think we were off by one in fire, one in police, so we were overpaid based on those two employees. So we simply are returning the money that we are not allowed to have in the first place. There is not any harm done to the pension plan, simply a refund. We could not take about the pension funds because that money should of never been in the pension funds. We still had the refund the MMO. It is just an auditing thing.

  Ms. Miele stated so that money was already accounted for and the pension funds won't be touched.

  Mr. Hall stated I guess that $22,000 is not a lot when you talk about what we have to deal with. He asked for any other questions. There are none.

The reports were accepted for filing with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent.
 The vote was 6 to 0.

Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday July 11, 2013 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.) 

 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



   Monday, July 1

               12:00 PM   Planning Commission


   Tuesday, July 2

               12:00 PM   Public Safety Committee


   Thursday, July 4


CITY HALL CLOSED


   Monday, July 8

                 4:00 PM   Recreation Committee Meeting


   Tuesday, July 9

               12:00 PM   Public Works



                   3:30 PM   Finance Committee


   Wednesday, July 10

                 3:30 PM   O&E Pension 


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]
Mr. Hall asked for other comments, 
  Mr. Allison said we tried to get an ERC meeting and we picked Monday, July 8 at 330 and I see that there is a recreation meeting.  Mrs. Frank stated that they will use the Sechler Room.  
  Mrs. Katz wanted to remind everyone that debris on the curb is no longer accepted at this time and if you do have debris, you will be notified and it is your responsibility, until the next. The time that we do do it.

  Mr. Hall stated the fine for that is up to $1000.

  Mayor Campana stated there will be a special community event on Saturday, from 4 PM to 6 PM at Memorial Park to speak with the residents and users of the park, mainly individuals that have used the basketball courts at Memorial Park. As everyone is aware, approximately 2 weeks ago, I made an executive decision to have streets and parks remove the rims from the basketball hoops in Memorial Park. The main reason was to protect the interest of the citizens. I would tell you my rationale with that, we had two shootings that Flanigan Park in the last several years and it was associated with basketball use. The notice we don't have issues on tennis courts. Lycoming housing which owns Flanigan Park decided to close those basketball courts. So many individuals that use those courts migrated up to Memorial Park. What I have seen and what other citizens have seen and what our streets and parks person now have seen is just deplorable. There is broken glass, remnants of drugs, drug activity, cursing, that type of behavior should not be embraced, should not be tolerable in the city. Especially when you have young children that are playing at the playground adjacent to the basketball court. This is something I thought about for several weeks. It was not something I decided that morning to make a decision. I have spoken to several residents before him. I made the decision to do that. During this time, since those rims have been removed, that area is much cleaner. There is a clear association between the use of those courts and the type of activity that was a occurring.  Once again I want to be proactive because ultimately my job as mayor is to protect the health safety and welfare of the citizens of Williamsport. When I made that decision I also said that those rims will be reinstalled on July 1 and I will keep that commitment and that is why am having this meeting on Saturday to speak to the general public. If you want to use those courts be involved, take ownership like it is your own property, take pride in speak up and tell them don't do it. Or call the police immediately so we can address the situation. It is my intent as I said to have those courts reinstated on 1 July. But once again it is up to the citizens that use those courts. If those courts and that area is kept clean, and the graffiti does not count continue and the cursing stops, then those rims will remain for a long period of time and that's what I'm hoping for. However if that behavior continues, how on earth as mayor of this city can I embrace and condone that behavior. I just want the general public to hear it from myself, what I'm saying is what I am saying. And I hope to see people on Saturday.

  Mr. Hall asked how many cameras we have at Memorial Park. Mayor Campana answered we have four. We will be able to monitor in a couple of weeks.

  Mr. Hall asked for comments from the general public.

  Irish Griffith, 1646 West Fourth St. my issue is we were here two weeks ago and we ask about the Memorial Park pool. They said it was on the agenda but they had not reviewed it yet. We are not really asking but we are praying and asking please do not let a few bad people cause the rest of us to suffer in the upcoming hot summer months. I have here a list of a lot of community funds and other funds that I don't really understand, funds that are coming in and being distributed, like $3000 to be a skating rink that was a failure, the Loyalsock Valley $5,000, Jersey Shore YMCA $3,000, etc. we are just asking for a piece of the whole pie that we please get out of that pie slice for Memorial Pool. We know that we are being punished up there, we are being punished on the West End, and the Mayor knows it and everyone else knows it, but we are just asking that you be fair enough in the city. We all live there together and we know there's a lot of stuff going on crime shootings and drugs. We are very concerned about that ourselves. So we are no longer sitting like the three monkeys, we are really ready to get up to get moving and get started and helping out the community, we want to do positive things in the community. We know that there's a lot of things going on and if we have to protest in front a drug houses, we will. If the police can do it, we are not trying to be police officers, I have protested before in the City and we have closed down the drug house. So it can be done we can take the city back but don't punish everybody for something that if you are doing. Also up the park when the Mayor put in the paper that he had to take a daddy action, a daddy would not go rip something from his child without explaining it, he would let him know if you don't clean up your room and do your homework number not take this. And for the cigarette butts and the glass and all that stuff in the Park,, soda bottles are plastic now so if you found some glass, I'm sure couldn't been that much glass. Because all things are made out of plastic now.  The cigarette butts are probably not coming from the ones who are playing, probably from the spectators. You know why, there's not even designated cancer put the cigarette butts in, so you punish them for putting cigarettes out on the ground when there is nothing at the cigarette butts then. You talk about safety, what about the safety of the pool, 12 feet of stench water that is sitting there from last year that might even affect west nile virus, if that happens in the city, can we trace that back to the stench water that is sitting there that you won't even drain out. That is a health issue right there. So you are talking about these other health issues talk about that one also. If you got a punish people for what they've done, was going to punish you for this water, who gets the punishment for that?
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adjourn.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.  All were in favor.

Meeting adjourned.
 Adjournment
Janice Frank

City Clerk   9:35 PM
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