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                                Williamsport, PA
Council President Jonathan Williamson brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday July 7, 2016 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Joel Henderson and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Approval of the Williamsport City Council minutes of June 23, 2016 were approved upon a motion from Mr. Noviello and a second from Ms. Miele.   All were in favor.  The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent. 
Limited Courtesy of the Floor

There was no limited courtesy of the floor.

Appointments

Williamsport Water & Sanitary Authority Commission

Cindi Perry Rischar, 912 Hollywood Circle is appointed to a five year term commencing 7/7/16 and ending 7/7/21.
  Mayor Campana stated tonight before you we have an individual that I’d like to have for your concurrence to the Williamsport Municipal Water Authority. Cindi is smart, she is creative, she is a team player and she will add diversity to this board.  This will be the first time in decades that a woman serves on the Williamsport Municipal Water Authority and she will be a positive asset.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve this appointment.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions.

  Mr. Smith: stated I think now while we are confirming someone to the Williamsport Water Authority, I think we should tonight note the passing of a forty-year member of the Water Authority.  Thomas “Tuck” Frazier.   I had the pleasure of knowing Tom for quite a few years. He was a mechanical engineer, a cofounder of Plastic Corp, which turned into the West Company.  He had many patents in the plastic industry. Some of those are on display in the Smithsonian Institute. He had a brilliant mind. He was very helpful, creative in bringing the water authority over to what it is today. We have seen the lowest water rates in the state of Pennsylvania. Tuck Frazier, it is going to be very difficult and almost impossible to replace. His family, his wife and his children are in our prayers today.

  Dr. Williamson asked if there were any other comments, hearing none.

The appointment was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes. Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mrs. Katz was absent.

Dr. Williamson told Ms. Rischar that the City Clerk will be happy to have her sworn in at any time, just stopped by her office at your convenience. He welcomed her to the service for the City of Williamsport.

Dr. Williamson changed the order of the agenda.

Bill #1679-16

Ordinance Street Naming – Via Doctor Charles F. Cipolla, MD (first reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in first reading..

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.

Mayor Campana stated, Dr. Charles Cipolla was loved by his family, but most importantly he was loved by his community. He was very patient kind doctor. He even made house calls, he deserves this honor.
  Dr. Anthony Cipolla stated Dr. Cipolla began his career as a nurse, while working his way through medical school. After medical school he trained for four years in general medicine, he did two more years in pathology and subsequently three more years in general surgery. After that he spent a year in oncology and finished off with an additional year in orthopedics. By the time Dr. Cipolla adopted Williamsport as his permanent home, he was one of the most educated physicians in the State of Pennsylvania. Dr. Cipolla was related by marriage to two of Williamsport’s most civil mined families, his father-in-law's dad Dr. George Nut, help to establish the Lycoming County Medical Society and also donated the land to establish Williamsport's first public hospital. His mother-in-law, Catherine Stearns, was the granddaughter of L.L. Stearns.  He was known for his humble dealings with others whether in the operating room or elsewhere. He was the people’s doctor.  He was very proud of his Italian heritage and many of his patients came from little Italy. Many times he was paid with fresh vegetables and jars of hot peppers. Behind his Academy Street home, he also had a garden which featured his legendary big tree which still produces abundant fruit today. Dr. Cipolla touched many lives in his 16 years medical profession. The additional street sign in front of his office may help to remind those who pass by of his respectful kind and gentle touch.  Mr. Cipolla continued on to say that even today in his office he sees a lot of people in his office and he hears a lot of stories about his dad.  He introduced his family who were in attendance. .
  Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions from members of Council.

  Mr. Noviello stated he wanted to add a few thoughts of his own. In the days of his youth, Dr. Cipolla provided good many services to his family. In particular. one particular time Dr. Cipolla surgically operated on his father and most certainly saved his life. It is impossible to return that kind of an experience and we are very grateful to him.  He continued to tell about his own personal experiences with Dr. Cipolla and how accommodating he was.

  Mr. Allison stated members of his family have also gone to Dr. Cipolla.  I think our area was blessed with physicians who reached the underserved community and those who are not able to access the things that money can give you. The problems we have in healthcare today were solvable back then because of men and women like Dr. Cipolla and we are grateful for what he did to the community.

  Dr. Williamson asked for questions or comments hearing none. 
The ordinance was carried in first reading with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes. Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mrs. Katz was absent
Resolution #8569
Resolution Susquehanna Greenway River Town Designation
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.

  Mr. Grado, stated this resolution designates the city as the Susquehanna Greenway River town. It is part of the partnership program, and Jerry Walls was here last meeting, but there are representatives here tonight. The River Town program is connected to the next item on the agenda which is with the Susquehanna partnership under the civic engagement program and it does provide for program grant opportunities for the city. It also provides as an economic boost for the city. Some of the requirements  for this would be to pass the resolution, identify community leaders, provide an inventory to the Susquehanna Greenway partnership or planning documents and complete the River Town application. There is a no cost to the city other than an effort at this point. This was presented to Council last week and also the Public Works Committee.

  Mr. Smith stated about a month ago Mr. Walls came in and gave us a presentation on what this means to the city, in terms of economic development and planning for the future, this will be very beneficial to our area. Our area is known for recreation and this will go a long with our programs that utilize for recreation. We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Henderson stated that he grew up playing in his grandparents’ house which was along the river. They did a lot of fishing, swimming, and boating along the river.   He stated he recently read a letter to the editor about the pools, and he feels how valuable the River is in our city. It will be a benefit to community.  It is a recognition of what we already are.
  Mr. Noviello stated it puts us in a good place to create the future that we would want for ourselves. He stated he is happy to see this come forward.

  Dr. Williamson stated it is exciting to live in this age in which we are reconnecting to those in history and identity. This is one more step, and there will be many other steps to reconnect to our heritage and our history.

  Ms. Miele, let's remember as a River town, we are also at town of many creeks, as many as the towns in Pennsylvania. So let rememberto access the river with much ease, and we certainly have access to a number of waterways in our community. It is important that we work to preserve  and appreciate the natural access.

  Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes. Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mrs. Katz was absent
Resolution #8569
Resolution Susquehanna Greenway Partnership Agreement/Civic Engagement

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

  Mr. Grado, this is part of a match sub-recipient agreement, as part of the peer grant, we were able to obtain from the State.  It is being use as a match to the $25,000 Pennsylvania humanities grant that the Susquehanna Greenway partnership had received under the Heart of Williamsport.  Alice Trowbridge is the lead and there is a web-site that people have the opportunity to voice what they like about Williamsport and they would like to see.  This River Town Designation  is also connected to that.  This was scheduled for finance but since we did not have a committee it was not heard by Finance.

  Ms. Miele stated it is a certainly interesting and neat experience in the information that is being collected all will be of value to us.  These projects might be able to help, not financially but in terms of thinking about the kinds of water we deal with in the community.

  Mr. Allison stated out of that thousand dollars, 100 is coming from the city, $500 is coming from Penn strategies, and $400 from the arts alliance, and Lycoming college and other participants.  So now we see what kind of public, nonprofit and private cooperation.

  Dr. Williamson asked for other comments or questions hearing none.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes. Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mrs. Katz was absent
Dr. Williamson noted that one of the tasks given to City Council was to appoint two members of Council to participate in the committee process. So after much discussion, he stated he is pleased to appoint, Mr. Noviello and Mr. Henderson as Council representatives on that team.  He asked Mr. Grado to communicate that.

Resolution #8569
Resolution – CHODO Habitat for Humanity Agreement

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.
Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Grado, said this is a standard agreement for HOME for Habitat for Humanity which is our community development housing organization that we provide 15% of our home funds.  This project is 1607 Memorial Avenue, this is part of the Bro-Dart development single-family home. We are providing $30,614 as part of that project to cover the subsidy is for that. It also covers a 10% development fee for the use of those funds. Habitat has done a number of projects with the city, the last one was on Diamond Street.  Habitat carries the first mortgage 0% over 30 years and we're in the second position with them.
Dr. Williamson asked for questions or comments, hearing none.
The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes. Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mrs. Katz was absent

Resolution #8569  
Resolution 2nd Amendment- MOA-County of Lycoming & MS4 Participants
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Grado, stated this amendment as part of the MS4, program, we have 10 municipal members, and there are some additional members that will be coming on based on the new regulations. The amendment will provide for two-thirds vote, and it also provides for referral options. It is being presented to all municipal governing bodies for their approval. But it was recommended by the MS4 coalition. This is just basically some housekeeping amendments as we get more involved with the regulatory requirements. The coalition is a good organization that we get together and meet as a group as well as it is an economy of scale. It is going to get more strict, not less strict so we are preparing for that.  This was reviewed by Public Works committee.

  Mr. Smith stated he came to Public Works on Tuesday of this week. This is a process for amending the agreement and also details the withdrawal option. The rationale behind that is there are more and more municipalities coming into the group. So when we have more groups involved, more people in the groups, there are chances at some point a municipality may want to withdraw from the group and this will say with the consequences would be after certain commitments and the finances have been made. That is basically what this agreement amendment states. We sent this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

 Mr. Allison asked if it some point in the time of processes, you reach a level where you really can't reduce it anymore because there is no such as thing as a completely pure system, had they discussed that?

  Mr. Grado, answered they have been indicated with the target is, we are going to have to measure some point what that is and how we are going to obtain that. We will report it annually and we will record it….. Ultimately you are looking at water quality in creating rain gardens so we are trying to control, ensure that we maintain and inspect those systems.
  There was a discussion of other cities who have storm water management systems in their Park.  We do need public awareness and we need to help to change mindsets, and educate people.

  Mr. Smith stated it is very disheartening to hear that our Sanitary Authority has spent, $120 million in debt along with other cities downriver have spent millions and millions of dollars, and the Chesapeake Bay coalition is very disappointing because this is nowhere near the results they wanted. So they are back at it again, stating we had to go back to the drawing board and see how many more million dollars were going have to spend.  He stated 20% comes from the cities, and 10% from the farms, so 70% of this comes from forests, so how we can control that 70%?
  Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on this resolution.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes. Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mrs. Katz was absent

Land Development – KNS Apartments, LLC

Mr. Knarr stated this is a lot consolidation and a land development request.  It is at 926 Washington Blvd. in the CC Zoning District.  The plan is to consolidate the two lock into one lot and at that time their Ghana construct a 28,000 ft.² facility. That was approved by the zoning hearing board. It did go to the planning commission in our planning commission with positive recommendations for approval.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the land allotment.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.

Mr. Smith asked who was on the land development.

  Mr. Knarr answered KJ’s.  There is one owner.

  Ms. Miele commented on the recent number of storage facilities that are being opened.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the land development. 

The land development was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes. Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mrs. Katz was absent

Certificates of Appropriateness – 102 West Fourth St.

Mr. Gerardi, this is a request to erect one sign, it is to be a wall-mounted type, it is two foot tall by 4 foot wide, there is a drawling attached.  The sign is eyewitness news and WBRE, and it is going to be located in the next peer down from Lycoming County visitors sign. We do have a representative here.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion and second.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.

Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions.

There was discussion about the sign on the interior which will be removed when the sign is open..
Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the certificate.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes. Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mrs. Katz was absent

Certificate of appropriateness for 26 W. 4th St.

Mr. Gerardi stated this request is to erect one sign. It will be a wall-mounted sign the 30 inches tall by hundred and 20 inches long, raised lettering on a framed background, and there's a photo attached. It will be located above two windows.  There is a representative here.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion.

Mr. Allison made the motion and seconded by Mr. Anderson.

Mr. Smith asked that the owner be identified… Voice was inaudible.

 Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the certificate.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes. Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mrs. Katz was absent

Resolution 8569
Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Lease Agreement between the City & Lifland Skate Park, Inc. 

The city clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution
Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.
  Mr. Pawlak, stated, the agreement before you outlines  the duties and responsibilities of the City for Lifland Skate Park at Memorial Park. The main changes that were made from the prior agreement between the parties, the first change is the city's code Department will annually inspect the property. They will make sure that all the safety issues are in place. Also at some point during the season, our safety committee will go in there and make an section and make recommendations for changes. Both parties agree on the time frame to make the necessary changes if there are any, and then the Skate Park will work on repairing the facility if necessary. Insurance was an issue determining who would be responsible for the coverage. The administration has agreed for a cost to $3000, we would be able to incorporate that into the budget. We have found a policy that will cover that part of the upcoming year which falls within the guidelines. If during the lease term, it would not be covered because of something, it would be the responsibility of the Skate Park organization to pay any difference above the $3000. Which they have agreed to do also. Another part of the agreement in regards to indemnification agreements, we are requesting the Lifland organization maintains the agreements and keeps them on file which the city can periodically review if desired for the Park. The agreement and the insurance policy to be put in place has been reviewed by Jill Nagy, the city's insurance consultant. She is satisfied with that policy as presented to us and forwarded to us. She has reviewed the lease agreement and made minor changes that she felt necessary upon her review. This was reviewed by Public Works on Tuesday. There are members of the Lifland Skate Park here.

  Mr. Smith stated this did come to Public Works on Tuesday and this has been a work in process of the last several months.  There were things that had to be resolved such as insurance, liability and some maintenance that was required on the Park and that was the reason why it had been closed. I understand most of these repairs have been completed, and the insurance will come under our city plan which will be less costly.  We do need a Skate Park. Since we see the skateboarders are all over town. It was pointed out when we met with Skate Park folks that there is no one on Council that certainly didn't want it, It is a case that we had to get a few things straightened away. The abilities we have in Council did hire an insurance consultant who is also an attorney. So Ms. Nagy is not only a Consultant for insurance but she is a capable attorney. That obviously helps us with the liability to help in coming up with the insurance to meet the requirements. We felt very comfortable with utilizing her and her expertise in coming up with an agreement. We have all the I's dotted and T's crossed and I think we are ready to go as far as the Public Works committee, we sent this full body Council with a positive recommendation.

  Dr. Williamson thanked Mr. Pawlak and Mr. Nichols are working hard to figure out what the insurance agreement would be and working with the Skate Park committee.  He spoke about the importance of community with a Skate Park and how the cost is not like taking on a pool and making the repair..  He felt is mutually both beneficial to the city and the citizens. All he asked Mr. Gerardi about the inspections.

  Mr. Gerardi stated tomorrow we will be taking down the signs and stated everything that has been done and there are no issues with them opening up tomorrow morning.

  Ms. Miele stated, the Skate Park has an organization that will keep up with the times.  She feels this is exciting this Park will keep up with the Skaters.

  Mr. Allison stated the history we've had with the skate parks so far, has really been good and there's been no problems or issues and it has been great. He feels this is a win-win situation.

  There was discussion about the partnership between the City and the Skate Park organization.

Dr. Williamson asked her vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes. Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mrs. Katz was absent

Dr. Williamson went back to the beginning of the order of the agenda.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve all ordinances in final reading which would cover items six through 16 on the agenda.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were anything further to add.

Mr. Grado stated, they were legally advertised between first and second reading.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any questions on the ordinances in final reading, hearing none.

The ordinances were carried in final reading with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes. Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mrs. Katz was absent

Ordiance #6303
Amend & Close 2005 HOME budget (final reading) Bill #1669-16

The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt all ordinances in final reading.

Ordinance #6304
Ordinance to Amend & Close 2006 HOME budget (final reading)) Bill #1670-16

The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt all ordinances in final reading.

Ordinance #6305
Ordinance to Amend & Close 2007 HOME budget (final reading) Bill #1671-16

The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt all ordinances in final reading.

Ordinance #6306
Ordinance to Amend & Close 2008 HOME budget (final reading) Bill #1672-16

The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt all ordinances in final reading.

Ordinance #6307
Ordinance to Amend & Close 2009 HOME budget (final reading) Bill #1673-16

The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt all ordinances in final reading.

Ordinance #6308
Ordinance to Amend & Close 2010 HOME budget (final reading) Bill #1674-16

The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt all ordinances in final reading.

Ordinance #6309
Ordinance to Amend  2011 HOME budget (final reading)
     Bill #1675-16

The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt all ordinances in final reading.

Ordinance #6310
Ordinance to Amend & Transfer 2012 HOME budget (final reading) Bill #1676-16

The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt all ordinances in final reading.

Ordinance #6311
Ordinance to Amend & Transfer 2013 HOME budget (final reading)  
Bill #1677-16

The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt all ordinances in final reading.

Ordinance #6312
Ordinance to Amend & Transfer 2014 HOME budget (final reading) 
 Bill #1678-16

The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt all ordinances in final reading.

Ordinance #6313
Ordinance to Amend 2015 HOME budget (final reading) 
Bill #1679-16
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt all ordinances in final reading.

Bill #1680-16
Ordinance Adopting a Six Year Capital Projects Budget for City for Fiscal Yearing ending 6/30/17 to 6/30/22 (first reading)

The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in first reading.
Mr. Allison made the motion and a second by Mr. Henderson.
  Mr. Nichols stated, this ordinance is to adopt the six year capital projects budget, it is a planning tool for the city with the first two years structured as a part of an action plan. This program and document is one of three steps that we follow in implementing a capital project. This is the first of the project or program. The second step is to budget a particular project as part of our annual budget and the third step is the actual award of a contract that the funds are secured. As noted in our administrative code, this is a living document and is subject to revision by Council in any particular time. It also satisfies our regulatory requirements as far as it relates to River ValleyTransit and Penn Dot's capital funding program. This brings us to the ordinance before you and there are four sections of the report. The first section is the status report for the current year. This gives you an update on projects, when they will be completed are scheduled or in progress.  The second section is the proposed capital projects budget and this is by department for the six-year time frame. The third section gives you more detail on what we are saying the potential funding sources are, there is a code there that lists 10 different opportunities for funding. The last section provide you with the project descriptions and justification and those that have been provided by each department as part of their capital budget project submission. Next Monday the Planning Commission will review this and provide recommendations as it relates to this report and then if necessary the Finance Committee will have the opportunity to add additional comments at its next meeting scheduled before the second reading of the ordinance. As Janice stated, the total of these projects is about $79 million dollars, however once again we are looking at the first two years as an action plan. We are prioritizing the first two years, and more likely to get possible funding and implemented. The highlights of the first two years, are the paving program, a land for the continuation of the brick program, the continuation of the Pathway to Health project and work associated with storm sewers etc. this also $2 million be propose potential that the improvements, and potential financing through the city and hopefully everything after that with be through partnership with water and sanitary sewer. He went on to the projects for the next two years
Dr. Williamson asked for general comments and questions.

  Dr. Williamson stated one of the things we should note for ourselves as we are making these plans for capital investment, the Act 13 funds turn to natural gas impact revenue, we've always felt that these should go towards capital opportunities rather than creating expenses. And we have more or less accomplished, we should note that last year we received $650,000, last year we budgeted $550,000, a couple of weeks ago we found that we received $501,000. So already in this year we're going to have to find $49,000 worth of savings from what we had planned to expand in addition to the unexpected request that was recently made. They also probably can expect another decrease next year, I am betting yes at least another hundred thousand dollars decrease.  We should continue to the first that the federal funding sources and we know the administration does good job and looking out for those, we have to be very careful about how far we extend ourselves in borrowing. This is an ambitious plan and we are all very much excited about the potential that we might be able to do to Bowman field, and the East Third ST. Gateway amongst a number of opportunities.  He stated this is an ambitious plan and mostly a doable plan, but we need to be responsible to the future as possibly as we can.

  Ms. Miele stated this is a cross between a planning document and a wish list , she noted a mistake in the Police Dept that needed to change because we have the funds in the budget.  She asked about the CDBG funds…..
  Mr. Grado stated, Brandon Park and Ways Garden, but his voice was inaudible…stated slight decrease in CDBG….spoke about supplementing the housing programs.

  Mr. Nichols was out about Bowman Field and stated it was a work in progress and always has been…..

  There was a discussion about getting more cameras for the camera surveillance system.  There was discussion about access controls and handi –cap part of the building…..

Ms. Miele suggested if we were considering a new public building, she would be hesitant to spend any money on City Hall, she would be cautious about spending a lot of money will we don't know which direction we will be going.
  Mr. Nichols stated he agrees and hopefully by next year we will be in the position to make those decisions.,

There is a discussion about the streets scraping in the coming years….and how much should be put away and spent..

Ms. Miele stated this Council does not like to borrow money to spend money on streets….

  Mr. Nichols stated he agrees and it is not necessarily for the downtown and there are opportunities to do different things, but he agrees that this is not a place to borrow money.

  Ms. Miele she feels it is important for the public to understand, that we are trying to keep spending to a minimum and we are looking for grant money.

  Mr. Smith stated there are a couple projects that we are working on in City Hall.  When we talk about relocating City Hall, there is a lot of work that we have to do in determining whether what is going to be worthwhile or not, with the cost is going to be, with the future costs is going to be and we look at renovating here what those costs are going to be versus locating to another area. In locating to another area, we have to look at rent, the parking situation, there is a lot of work that has to be done. We will also be meeting this month with the stakeholders and propose public safety building. We have to start showing out ideas and work session to find out what you need from each of the departments. The Fire Department is going to be requiring a lot because of their storage. It is going to take a lot of time and a lot of due diligence and we are doing the best that we can do. We do have a number of projects that are off for the good of the city, but I just wanted to be entering that this will take time and a lot of research.  We wanted to this once we don't want to go in this to make huge mistakes and spend money. When we are talking about this building I expect the shares to be so we can get input of what we are going to do and where we are going to go in the future.

  Dr. Williamson stated when we do talk about the potentials of a public safety building or the potential of putting money in City Hall, it is easy to forget that the public has not been at those meetings where we have discussed what to do.  The challenge that we face right now the city as it connects to City Hall and public safety, on the one hand we have some old buildings, City Hall is a fantastic building but it is the building that meets different ages needs both from general government from public safety. This is not an option, at some point we simply have to reinvest in old buildings and this building means a lot of money poured into it to keep it where it is and make it usable for the future. Facing that and facing the prospect of out of on that, City Council and some of the Commissioners have had a few discussions on thinking about whether we should go down that path, or make this building meet our needs are down a different path. Going down a different path could be a lot of different directions. Not a single decision has been made. I don't even know if we have asked the right questions yet so zero decisions have been made. We need to invest in the fire headquarters to a greater degree than we have and also on Reighard Ave, because they are older buildings and don't meet our needs. So we have to find if there are more cost effective paths to follow. One path that we are exploring right now would be a combination of a public safety building, meeting our needs also in go into partnership with the County government.    He continued to speak about what each department needs and what would be cost effective.  And none of us know what exactly are the costs and this is a planning document.  This will be a long processing and planning with many decision making points.
  Dr. Williamson asked if there were any other comments or questions.

The ordinance was carried in first reading with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes. Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mrs. Katz was absent

Resolution #8569  
  Resolution Memorandum of Understanding between City & Brindlee Mt. Fire Apparatus
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Assistant Chief Dymeck stated this is a resolution requesting approval to enter into an agreement with Brindlee Mt. Fire Equipment.  They are nationally known and we used fire truck broker that will assist us with the sale and the advertising for 1990 fire engine, due to the arrival of our new engine. There are no upfront costs with this service in this unit sales and they will receive a 10% commission fee. This was brought before public safety.

  Mr. Smith stated this was brought to us and we had a good description of how this was going to be done. One of the concerns is if we turn this over to Brindlee, and then we get an offer, can we still sell it and not give a commission?  The answer was yes, we could even sell it ourselves and they receive no money in commissions.    We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation

  Dr. Williamson asked if there were any other comments or questions.

 The resolution was approved with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes. Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mrs. Katz was absent

Accept for filing



HARB Minutes of April 2016



Public Works Minutes 4/28/16
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to accept these minutes for filing.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.
Dr. Williamson asked for questions or comments hearing none

The  minutes were carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes. Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mrs. Katz was absent

Dr. Williamson announced that there will be an executive session immediately following this Council meeting on purpose of litigation.

Announcements
   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, July 21, 2016 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.   (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:
     


Monday, July 11

                12:00 PM  Planning Commission






     4:00 PM  Recreation Commission

Wednesday, July 13

     3:30 PM  O&E Pension

Monday, July 18 


     9:00 AM  Historic Preservation 

Tuesday, July 19


   10:00 AM  Blighted Property






   12:00 PM  Public Works






     3:30 PM  Finance Committee


      Thursday, July 21


   10:30 AM  Zoning Hearing Board






     4:00 PM  Board of Health






     7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]

  Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions from members of City Council.
Mr. Smith stated he wanted to address a couple of things. He asked Mr. Cillo if the $50,000 set for brick streets this year is going to be spent on brick streets?  What has been done this year?
  Mr. Grado stated we did the section of the concrete, there was work done at Graifus St at Hepburn and finishing up for streets from Walnut St., East. So the $50,000 has been spent.  

There was discussion about Nichols place.  Mr. Nichols stated Nichols place was named after a prothonotary who was recognized  for whatever purpose.

  Mr. Smith stated he had one last thing he wanted to address and was hoping that the Mayor would still be here. For many years, City Council appointed members to the Williamsport Municipal Water & Sanitary Authority.  And we were told a few years back we can no longer do that, that that is up to the Mayor. However, those folks that are to be appointed have to come to this committee for approval. If you remember in years past, when Mrs. Whaley was President of Council, we took applications for that position, then we thoroughly vetted those candidates. We found out what their opinions and we asked several questions to them.  If you recall that that was done in executive session under personnel. But there were some folks who were rejected because of certain ideas that we thought were may be over the limit of how to be workable on the authority. I had asked the last time that we have appointed someone that the next appointment that we would be permitted to look at those applicants and also be involved. Because not only are they being nominated by the administration, we have to approve them. This is very much like in Washington where a cabinet position and other positions have to go to the Senate. A good example is the supreme court justice. I guess I am a little disappointed that I do not have a resume on the candidate that we approved tonight. We were not given the chance to ask questions and I am not at all implying that that person is not qualified. I'm not doing that but I think in view of the fact that I have asked the administration previously to provide us with resumes that we could look over candidates and perhaps enter into discussion because we do have the final vote on it that person is going to be confirmed or not to that particular organization. This is a very important position in the Water and Sanitary Authority. There are lot of expensive projects going on.  He asked Mr. Nichols if he could convey that to the Mayor, and he certainly hopes that it will change in the future.

  Mr. Allison stated when we approved the individual, I had thoughts about what Skip just explained because there's a generation of people and you mentioned Tuck Frazier and Mr. Nichols, Sr. on that they had the vision and foresight to create a water system that is a blessing to us in this area. We have a pure water and sustainable system and they laid the groundwork.  I’d like to add to what Skip was saying is we need to ensure that there are people that buy into that. First of all the day to day operations of the water authority, and people have their differences.  But they are the foundational principles that system was built on, we need to insist that the integrity of that to be maintained and kept it as an authority in this area. 

  Ms. Miele, I am in agreement with Mr. Allison and Mr. Smith.  I think that everyone is aware that in the Council meeting the appropriate time is not to ask questions of an appointee to an office, especially when it has been announced idea the media prior to it coming before City Council. It would be in the best interests of the Water Authority and the city as a whole, and City Council and the Mayor to permit Council an opportunity, especially on the board of this magnitude to meet the candidate, review resume and ask questions about candidates goals for the authority, it is a Mayor appointment but it is also Council approval. We all need to do our duty diligence and we cannot do that adequately in a public forum like this at the last minute.
  Mr. Noviello agreed with all those comments and asked the questions if he is the only one who didn't know if there were other potential candidates, who wanted the position and were seeking the position….were there any and were they given the consideration, and again with the lack of resumes, we would not have known that. Just to reinforce all the comments made, it is something that should've been given consideration and moving forward.
  Mr. Henderson stated accountability is important, and you could make the argument the most important aspect of this form of government. So that just underlines all of that. We need to have some type of accountability, we get into trouble when we have appointees that are not held accountable in any way. That is something we really need to be serious about. I agree.

  Dr. Williamson stated a little bit of his perspective on it, is parallel to the Supreme Court nominee, Council, I hope it never becomes so polarized as to be able to not take action as we often see Congress doing.  And I don't think that would be our intention, Council has approved every appointee that the Mayor has, but it may be has become too routine especially uncritically important positions. We have almost always gotten resumes that gives us at least contact information and some perspective. So at the very minimum we should have insisted on not. But in particular with this water and sewer authority appointment, given the opportunity to have the kind of private meetings to assess questions in an executive session where would be much more appropriate than in a public forum. Unlike the kind hearing set you might have for Supreme Court Justice, we are all neighbors, we have to see each other tomorrow, while, a senator of one party more than willing to embarrass someone, that's not who we are. So in having that opportunity to sit down in an appropriate session and bounce ideas off each other and see how people think on some of these incredibly important roles.  I also say and maybe in our thinking through this tonight, one lesson we might learn is if we are not afforded that opportunity there is nothing that would prevent us from making the point. Hey we can table this, and the next scenario we could assess questions even though the forum is not right, and the worst case scenario we can say no. I don't think those are any of those things that we want to do. And 99% of the appointments made by the Mayor have been approved. But I think that accountability is the right word, we should not simply rubberstamp, we do play an important role. So thank you all for all your comments.

  Ms. Miele asked Mr. Lubin, if Council were to table an appointment pending a review in executive session, there isn't some sort of automatic approval process, is that correct?

  Mr. Lubin said no there isn’t.

  Ms. Miele said I wanted to ask that question now, so that is something that we could put on the table and leave it there until we would have adequate time to review that.

  Mr. Allison stated we had a great four days over the weekend for our city and the people that came in to enjoy it. I want to thank numerous individuals and groups that were involved from city government, to nonprofits in the whole gamut. There was a lot to do or whatever your interests were. It all looked great, and it was a great weekend to celebrate our nation and the Declaration of Independence and its founding and our city’s 150th Birthday celebration.  It was well worth the effort they put into it.
Dr. Williamson asked for comments from the administration.

Hearing none.
Dr. Williamson asked for comments from the general public.

 Hearing none.
Adjournment
 
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adjourn.


Meeting adjourned upon motion by Ms. Miele and a second by Mr. Allison.
Motion was carried by unanimous   9:47  PM “ayes’ .
Janice M. Frank
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