City Council Meeting Minutes of July 25, 2013

             Thursday, July 25, 2013
Williamsport, PA

Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, July 25, 2013 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Council President Bill Hall and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Council President Bill Hall called the meeting to order. He asked for approval of City Council Meeting Minutes dated 07/11/13/13.  Do I have a motion to approve these minutes?  

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.  There were no questions or comments.  The minutes were approved with six yes roll call votes.  Mr. Smith was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.
Limited Courtesy of the Floor
Mr. Rameshwar Singh, 639 Grace Street, Williamsport, PA

  Mr. Singh stated that he is here today concerning a property that he owns. He goes to Pennsylvania College of Technology and he saw an opportunity to purchase a house because it was foreclosed. He was not then warned that the house was in the historic district and his dad is a construction worker in New York. His dad helped him with the property and they put on a beige vinyl siding which was not supposed to be done until the Historic Board was to approve that. He stated he was not informed about that. He is here tonight to see what options he has.
  Mr. Hall stated the HARB will be done at the end and Council will address that.

  Mr. Michael Ochs, 1633 Scott Street, Williamsport, PA

  Mr. Ochs stated he wanted to address the headlines in yesterday’s paper regarding borrowing money for East End pool. He stated he does not hear any public sentiment for that and on the contrary there seems to be a lot of reasons to put money or preference towards the Memorial Park pool. That evidence includes letters to the editor on the subject in a meeting in late June someone spoke to that matter and the woman accompanying him had several pages of support letters. There was a meeting in Memorial Park attended by the Mayor, people there from different groups said they wanted to keep the pool in Memorial Park opened. The city has gotten money from different grants, and they have matching monies from the 2011 2012 community development block grant monies. Both of those seem to indicate that Memorial Park pool is the preferred site. There was consultant studies years ago that cited the improvements that can be made at Memorial Pool.  At the Bro-Dart meeting in April, one woman said if you're going to add 72 housing units to this neighborhood, over 200 more people why in the world would you decide not to keep the pool in that neighborhood. In early May there were several other reasons stating that Memorial Park should be the pool opened. It is in the geographic center of the city and it is centered in an area that has a greater population density, it is a more walkable site. He talked about all the people that could walk to Memorial Park. He thinks that all the reasons combine suggests that on the money should go to Memorial Park pool.

  Mr. Hall said he wants to state for the record in any of the money or issues we are dealing with this evening, there are no questions about funding or borrowing for any pool. He did get the report 5 min. ago that mentioned something about a pool but nothing that we're dealing with this evening. Just to let you know there is no discussion tonight about borrowing that have to do anything with any pools tonight.

Appointments/Reappointments

Police Civil Service Commission

Karen Miller, 335 Rural Avenue, Williamsport appointed to a term of 4 years commencing on 7/25/13 and ending 7/25/17.  
Mr. Hall stated that Council is responsible for appointing this person and everyone has a resume in front of them. Ms. Miller has worked for the criminal justice system and she is not here this evening but he would like to have a motion to have City Council appoint Karen Miller to a four-year term commencing July 25, 2013 and ending July 25, 2017. Do I have the motion?

Dr. Williamson made the motion and Mr. Noviello seconded it.
Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions.  There were none.

The appointment of Karen Miller was carried with six yes roll call votes.  Mr. Smith was absent.  The vote was 6 to 0.
Public Hearing – Conditional Use – Place of Worship 636 Campbell St. & 751 Park Ave

Mr. Hall declared the public hearing opened.   
Mr. Knarr stated before you bring a proposed conditional use request from the Williamsport Islamic Center in order to locate a place of worship at 636 Campbell St. and at 751 Park Ave.  I do have a representative here and I can answer any questions.

Mr. Hall asked if anyone wants to speak in favor.
Mr. Derrick Johnson, 841 Diamond Street, he is part of the Williamsport Islamic community and has been a member of the community for a short period of time. He has been in Williamsport close to three years. He is speaking in favor of it because it is the belief that he follows and from the stories that he has heard censuses been implemented in the City of Williamsport, he has never heard too much negativity. This pleases him about his community. There has never been anything that has caused a stir within the city. Based upon that he does not see any reason why this conditional use would not be granted because there are no issues that the City has presented to the committee before this. Thank you.
David ? 839 Chestnut St, he has been a resident of Williamsport for approximately 17 years. When he came here, the doors were pretty much open and they did a lot of stuff that helped him feel welcome. Adbe Ali was the man when it was on Market Street here and he's been affiliated with community for about 16 years. The only thing he can see is good, from this, we still do have influx people that are coming up to Williamsport. People are searching for spirituality and a place where they can worship that, whether it is Islamic, Christianity, Judaism or whatever it is. I am hoping that the City extends this to us and allow us to continues to prove our self and the City. Thank you for your time.

Natshed Lucas, staying at 1014 Elmira St. in Williamsport.  Just to reiterate the brother that mentioned that we one-time established a rescue program for the youth. It was very successful, an afterschool program for the youth. We intend to do more activities like this that the City would extend themselves and allow us to get established. We do intend to have classes and tutoring and afterschool programs for the children. It would also be located in the BethumDouglas Center.  We intend to not only better the community, we do have intentions to get involved and create afterschool programs for the youth. We wish to bring good to the community and hopefully things will go in our favor. Thank you for your time.

Mr. Hall asked if there was anyone else that would like to speak in favor for this? Is there anyone here that would like to speak against this? There was none.  He asked for a motion to close the public hearing.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Hall stated, Mrs. Frank on the close of  the public hearing.

The public hearing was closed with six yes roll call votes. Mr. Smith was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.

Conditional Use – Place of Worship
  Mr. Knarr, before you I bring you the conditional use request from the Williamsport Islamic Center located at a place of worship at 636 Campbell St. and 751 Park Ave. The current land-use are two blighted, vacant properties.  The proposed plan will allow the place of worship, the requested use would be required to meet all aspects of the zoning as well as code requirements. A lot consolidation will be required in order to meet the zoning requirements.  The land development program would come before you for the proposed parking facility with the parking lot to have a paved surface. All those aspects must be met as well. The existing structure would be required to meet building code requirements providing approval for the conditional use is granted, all land development, zoning and code requirements would be required to be met in accordance with the respective regulations prior to an occupancy permit been issued. Again, the both lot consolidation, and land development plan as well as the demo for the one property on 751 Parkwood Ave. would actually come before City Council for approval providing that they meet all the requirements and everything is approved, they would be required to meet both zoning and building code requirements before an occupancy permit would be granted. There is a representative here at this time.
  Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions from Council.

  Mr. Noviello,  Out of curiosity, how far from being code proper is this building in your estimation?

  Mr. Knarr answered on 751 Park Avenue, it is actually a blighted property, on the Park Avenue side of it, on the Campbell Street section of it, it is going to require to use the upper level of the floor, they would have to sprinkle it in order to use the second floor. But there again I know Mr. Gerardi had spoken with them as well as myself as far as certain steps that would be required to be met. They are aware that these things are going to be required.  If they elect to use the second floor, and based off a letter they submitted with about 50 worshipers, if they sprinkle the second floor it would meet the requirements to use the second floor.

  Dr. Williamson, ask about the district area.  It is an R2, and asked what are the requirements for houses of worship in that district.

  Mr. Knarr stated they must basically adhere to all the zoning regulations.  If they can meet the requirements, there are certain aspects in the city that permit churches. In all the residential districts because it really forms, so therefore in that area it would be a condition that they meet all other requirements. Then it would be a permitted use in a residential zone.  They are still required to meet the aspects of parking, based on the number worshipers, for each 10 worshipers you must have one parking space. Providing they meet that in the residential area, they will meet that condition.  I have required them to submit a letter about the number of worshipers. Basically, they need five parking stalls. They are actually going to have seven parking spaces.  Mr. Gerardi has not seen a formal plan, but when he does, he will assess it.  

  Dr. Williamson asked since their old location used to be on Market, people asked me about the code compliance, since they were not the owner, they would have to be the codes Department requirements and the zoning aspect.
  Mrs. Katz asked about the parking, on Friday afternoon, with 50 people, I think it would behoove them to get in touch with the neighbors, because people fight for parking spaces.

A representative stated a good percentage of our worshipers are within walking distance and our worship services start at two o'clock.  He feels parking is very important.

  Mr. Allison asked if both building were blighted?

  Mr. Knarr, stated just the one on Park Avenue.  They actually got permits and fixed it up.  The City has been trying to get this buildings cleaned up.  This is just a site plan and a land development will come back to Council.  

  Mr. Hall stated this was reviewed by Planning Commission on July 25th, I noticed they were two vote abstentions, when did the Planning Commission actually get their information?
  Mr. Knarr, stated normally they get that from 7 to 10 days prior to the actual date.

  Mr. Hall asked when did they get this?  So they got this on Wednesday, so they had four days to review, normally 7 to 10 days, so we have a problem with the time for what that is worth. This association also has a website it says it has 50 families, and they are asking for parking for 50 members, have you some way to verify exactly, actually how many people we are talking about, is it 50 families are 50 members?  Because if parking is based on 50 members and 5 for every 10 and I got five I'm okay, but if I have 50 families, then I have a problem with saying well that's okay they could have five parking spaces. Which is it, do you have a clue?

  Mr. Knarr stated 50 worshipers.

Derrick Johnson, stated if you were to check the activity on that website you would see that the activity is very minimal, it is supposed to be updated. If it stated 50 families, it was an error that was never corrected. There are 50 members.

  Mr. Hall, so there are 50 members.  Mr. Gerardi is looking at drawing, in order to have 50 members, they're going to have to use both floors. And to use both floors they are going to have to have it sprinkled.  Mr. Knarr stated yes.  Mr. Hall said until that happens, they can't use this place of worship until they have that second floors wrinkled.

  Mr. Knarr passed out papers to Council showing land development. It has to be sent   to zoning as well as code requirements.

  Mr. Hall asked if there was a meeting so that you could show them all the cost that are going to accumulate with everything that has to be done.

  Mr. Knarr stated yes we did have a meeting but we did not specify exactly what it costs that would still have to meet the building zoning code requirements.

  Mr. Hall asked when they have 50 members and they are growing church, what happens when we give an occupancy permit for a church for 50 people and then it grows and it now says I have 70 or 80, do we go back and require additional parking?

  Mr. Knarr, they would have to come back and meet the requirements and perhaps enlarge the building. If not they would only be able to have a maximum occupancy of 50 people. At that point we would have to close the facility down to bring it up to code requirements.

  Mr. Hall stated the point he is trying to make is that this is going to cost a lot of money and I will not tell you what to do, but you might look around and find other places in the city which you will not have to do as much. Based on that it sounds we don't have to put any conditions on this conditional use because zoning and planning has already covered it. 

  Mr. Noviello asked if they were going to have additional services then one service per week, and 80 members, does that affect what we are talking about?

  Mr. Knarr, as long as they still meet the code occupancy.
  Mayor Campana said at the Planning Commission I asked a couple questions and I think it would be in everybody's best interest if I we say this questions again. He asked Mr. Johnson to take the podium so he could ask questions. During the last year, there were seven violations at that site and of course the city is putting a lot of emphasis on making sure we don't have a lot of blighted properties, could you give me a rehash of why we will see that occurred at this new site.

Mr. Johnson stated initially the code violations really did not start coming into play until after the property was already sold. There is a discrepancy between who was liable, the owner of the tenant. So that we cannot get caught up in that an attorney said something could be a lot worse than it could've been, we decided to take the initiative in order to replace the equipment for now so that way we don't have to go through the argument anymore with the owner or any other parties that be and we can keep the code violations. And make the transition.

Ms. Miele, stated to clarify and initially the Islamic Center did own the building Memorial Avenue, and then they sold the structure and one other thing the gentleman spoke about having programs for youth as well, and I want to make sure that we accommodate the various youth.

Mr. Knarr stated we have had discussions and they are aware.

Mr. Hall asked for other questions or comments, hearing none, Mrs. Frank.

The conditional use was granted with six yes roll call votes.  Mr. Smith was absent.  The vote was 6 to 0.

Certificate of Appropriateness – 228 West 3rd Street
Mr. Knarr, this request is in order to place a business sign at 228 W. 3rd St. It does meet all the zoning requirements and there is a representative here.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Ms. Miele asked if these signs were already in place?

Mr. Knarr stated I believed so, but a letter was submitted and they informed them.

Ms. Miele asked if there were any fines for this when they do it before.

Mr. Knarr stated no, but we will send letters in advance and we will try to make sure that they are all in form.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with six yes roll call votes. Mr. Smith was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 228 West 3rd Street

Mr. Knarr, this is a certificate of appropriateness request for business identification signs in the front window of the structure. There is attached drawings and a representative is here. This is the same property owner and the sign is already there and we have addressed it.  We have informed them they has to go through the proper procedures.
There were no questions.

The certificate of appropriateness was approved with six yes roll call votes. Mr. Smith was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 321 Pine Street
Mr. Knarr stated this is a certificate of appropriateness request for the owner of NOW real estate holdings for an illuminating signs for an existing canopy. There is a drawing attached and there is a representative here.  This sign is up also and we spoke with the owner of the building and informed him he needs to follow proper procedure.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this.

Dr. Williamson asked who the owner is. The answer is the Williamsport parking authority.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Hall stated we do need to try and enforce the law and make sure people follow the rules.

Mr. Knarr stated we are looking into this and we will bring a law before you to fine people in the future.
The certificate of appropriateness was carried with six yes roll call votes.  Mr. Smith was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.
Ordinance #6237
Ordinance Amending Article 1152 Resource Recovery (final reading)Bill # 1605-13

The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the ordinance final reading.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Mr. Grado had nothing more to add.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any comments or questions from Council, hearing none Mrs. Frank.

The ordinance was carried with six roll call votes. Mr. Smith was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.
Ordinance # 6238
Ordinance Vacation of Portion of Mulberry St (final reading) Bill #1604-13
The city clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance and final reading.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.
Mr. Grado stated nothing to add, it has been properly advertised. 

Mr. Hall asked for more questions or comments.

The ordinance was carried with six yes roll call votes.  Mr. Smith was absent.  The vote was 6 to 0.

Bill # 1606-13
Ordinance Transfer General Fund (first reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Pawlak stated this is an ordinance that was modified from the ordinance that was brought before Council for weeks ago. Certain items were removed and the administration is looking to determine in the future to find future savings of what we can remove for the future. This was reviewed by finance committee on Tuesday.

  Dr. Williamson stated at our discussion on Tuesday we discussed basically that this version of the transfer reflects many of the concerns that were shared with the administration over the last few weeks. We did pass this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Ms. Miele commented currently we have expended 30,000 of the original budget for the Mayor's litigation, it would be my preference in the future to see the contracts ahead of time to understand the transfers.

  Mr. Hall stated transfer ordinance do not affect the bottom line we are just moving money around. The bottom line stays the same.

The ordinance was carried on first reading with six yes roll call votes. Mr. Smith was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.

Bill # 1607-13
Ordinance Transfer Act 13 (first reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Pawlak, this transfer move $600,000 from reach road to the street resurfacing program for the 2013 resurfacing program. This was determined by the administration should be a more appropriate way to move forward with our Reach road project which will be addressed in the next ordinance. This was reviewed by the Finance Committee on Tuesday.

  Dr. Williamson stated two weeks ago we removed the expenditures per Street resurfacing from the short term borrowing and had noted then and want to reinforce now so that this transfer could be made so that we can put extra money into Street resurfacing this year. We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.   In addition to paving, we are going to be doing curbing and updating.  This is a very good thing.

  Mr. Hall asked if there is any other questions. There were none.

The ordinance was carried on first reading with six yes roll call votes. Mr. Smith was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.

Bill #1608-13
Ordinance Authorizing & Securing the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds (first reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.
  Mr. Nichols, this ordinance on first reading is to authorize an issuance of general obligation bonds to refund not only the city's current borrowings, but also provide funding for the City's and River Valley Transit capital projects. In addition to the information you received in your packetts, there are few other items. There is a version of the borrowing summary.  We did increase it from $2 million to 2 1/2 million dollars. You also receive the capital projects strategy report from Penn Strategies and RETTEW.  The Mayor is recommending four projects, Reach Road Construction for $1.1 million, Bowman field improvement projects for $350,000, public service improvements, $450,000, and then $100,000 for city facilities. The top priorities of projects in City Hall's replacement of the roof.  He explained all the funding sources as outlined in the project and explained the borrowing program.  The administration is requesting that Council can consider increasing the borrowing from $2 million to 2 1/2 million dollars, if Council does agreed in this then we are recommending that this revision take place at the time the second reading which will be the second meeting in August. These additional dollars will be allocated to City projects.  He introduced M&T, the City’s Financial Advisor, and Tony Visco, architect and Doug Estees for Cross Cutters, and Rettew & Penn Strategies.  
  Mr. Hall stated City Council would like to talk to Penn Strategies & Rettew because a lot of the borrowing is based on the report that they have given us.

  Mr. Jason Fitzgerald, Penn Strategies, the outline is analysis based upon their review of the city's capital borrowing program proposal and based upon conversations with City Council and speaking with other stakeholders in the community. There were business leaders, education leaders, local state representatives, and officials from both colleges and the list goes on. There were a couple key points that were consistent among everyone that we talked to. Number one priorities that was listed by every stakeholder was improvement of Reach Road.  This is a premier and major industrial Park in the County and there's a lot of employers there. He went on to explain the effect of all the industries in Reach Road.  The second on the list for the improvements of Bowman field.  There was significant support from stakeholders to put it were level where the Cross Cutters can continue to use it.  It is the second oldest across the country and the oldest in the state. There were some concerns to not exceed what is necessary for borrowing for Bowman field. The ones that we addressed was for absolute necessities.  The condition of the streets and bridges throughout the state of Pennsylvania is a major issue. There has not been able to be the kind of consistent of investment streets where there needs to be. Trade & Transit was the last we have listed.  Parking is a big issue and most stakeholders expressed an interest. 
  Laura Templeton, I like to reiterate that we did speak to stakeholders in the City of Williamsport, there were representatives from Little League international, the water and sanitary sewer authority, the County commissioners, the visitors Bureau and Chamber of Commerce, etc. I included that in the borrowing package but I wanted to address that, the pool and the discussion that was varied, the public is discussing that as an amenity they would like to see should we have tremendous financial assets to the city. It is difficult to break even on those types of facilities, and most this stakeholders said that they were cognitive of that and address it as that.  

  Jason Fitzgerald stated the reason East End Pool was in our opinion was the only pool that we could bring up to the amount of money that we have.

  Mr. Hall stated thank you that there has been no discussion about a pool this evening. With the timely report and I have asked you for an entire report rather than a summary.

  Mr. Allison asked , on page 5, you reference that the city should consider borrowing additional funds, is this in reference to the additions to the borrowing summary that we received.

Mr. Fitzgerald stated yes. 

  Mr. Allison stated that is a general statement, will there be any priorities?

  Mr. Fitzgerald answered we don't recommend any additional borrowing on top of what Mr. Nichols is proposing tonight.

  Mr. Nichols stated that relates to the additional dollars that we were talking about, under the current structure that is the most we could borrow in terms of the bonds, they are capped at $10 million, that's a regulation. So we are gone do the process and spending the dollars necessary to issue these bonds said that we do have additional room to extant an extra $500,000. The Mayor is suggesting that maybe we should do that because of all the other infrastructure.  He continued to address the City’s needs.

There was discussion on the proposed plan and how it would benefit the City.

  Mr. Hall asked if he added the information because it was Penn Stragerties & Rettew on individual surveys or the stakeholders.
  Mr. Fitzgerald and Ms. Templeton answered that it was from this stakeholders, we did ask that they rank in how important the needs are and where to place money.  The majority felt it was a good time to borrow because of low interest rates.

  Mr. Hall thanked them for the report and asked for the next presentation.

  Mr. John Haines, Catlin Company, Financial Advisor,  I will just reiterate what Mr. Nichols has said about this ordinance. This ordinance is in the approximate amount of $20 million. This will be divided into two silos, one is for refunding and one is for additional projects.  He stated that Council was given packets to show them where the money was going, the new money amount is approximately $7.2 million. The projects were listed also where the new money would be going.   He stated the Parking Authority is sitting at a variable rate.  RVT has a loan that shares with the City.  The city has the $6 million loan amounts with C&N bank.  He wanted to make sure that council is aware to the loans are sitting at variable rates, which means, the reset rate is going to clearly affect the interest rate charged on the loans outstanding. He showed a chart as to how the interest rates move.  The economy is recovering and the federal government told us that there'll be less money in the system.   He showed his expectations, which will give us a position to start with and what the outcomes would be if the rates start to rise.
  Dr. Williamson asked about the debt service schedule and if that is based on the same assumptions?  The answer was yes.

  Ms. Miele asked about the discrepancies on a few of the documents.  In terms of current debt, the city of Williamsport government note is listed at 5.5 million in debt, and your documentation is listed at 4.875. Mr.       Mr. Nichols stated 5 .5 is the outstanding principle.  He stated that the 4.875 is not correct.

  Mr. Nichols stated if the parking authority does not refinance their amount, we are borrowing $5.5 million.

  Ms. Miele asked what the parking authority is using their money for.

  Mr. Nichols stated their capital improvement program to our existing decks and parking lots.  

There was discussion why the City can take on debt but not Parking Authority, Ms. Miele asked why would we be increasing RVT’s debt even if the Parking Authority does not incur.  The discussion was this will continue to be an option in second reading.  
  Dr. Williamson asked about RVT high end is $5 million in year asking us to borrow additional $5.22 million.

  Mr. Nichols stated this is the maximum amount when you lock it in.

  Dr. Williamson said one of the discussion we had with someone has to make the final decision, so his question at this stage is who makes the final call whether we borrow an additional 5 million or 4 1/2 million dollars?

  Mr. Nichols stated that should be 4 1/2 million dollars. That was wrong. The 5 million was an option that we had.

  Dr. Williamson asked if we should make an amendment to the ordinance.

  Mr. Hall stated let's wait and see until we talk to the M&T bank.

  Dr. Williamson stated he wanted to be clear on who makes the final decision.

  Mayor Campana stated in regards to the debt service, this afternoon I received a contract for naming rights at Bowman field, this contract will be reviewed by Mr. Lubin. This contract is with Susquehanna Bank. If approved by City Council, our baseball stadium will be named Susquehanna Bank Park at Bowman field. The proposed contract is a five year one at $30,000 a year, that tentative schedule to discuss this is August 13, at the Bowman field commission, at Public Works, August 27, and Finance committee August 27 and City Council August 29. 

  Mr. Greg Brunner, M&T securities. He had a discussion about the materials in front of Council.  We feel it is a good time for the City to enter the market now.  All of the outstanding loans are variable rates, so they are going to change moving forward. The issue with the parking authority is that they reset annually at one level so it doesn't move quite as much based on the shortest interest rate. The other rate is based on a five-year rate, so those interest rates are going up in the future, when that recesses probably going to move up even more. Bill has reserved the right, depending on where rates are to not proceed with any of the refunding's. It is really a question of us monitoring the rates and seeing where they are. Right now we give you 25 year borrowing which is about 4.5% and that is locked in for five years allows you to budget around. If that rate goes up you might choose to move some of that borrowing out and if it decreases it becomes more attractive. He discussed some of the information that was given in the packets. He talked about that services and the rates in today's markets.  In the case we are showing it shows over $365,000 in savings.
The ordinance you have in front of you says $21.5 million. We are not going up for more than $20 million. The reason for that is that we're anticipating that there are two series of bonds, each series will be slightly below $10 million. The reason is due to federal tax regulations, if you do this debt in less than $10 million increments, there are certain advantages to some investors that will allow you to get a lower rate by doing it in those components. They require us and the ordinance passed to tell us with the maximum principal would be and that is why it says $21.5 million because we do not know what the rates are.  There was discussion about the maximum amount of money that can be borrowed.  If this gets approved, we are going through the marketing process and advertise and market bonds to institutions to individuals and anyone that wants interest in this market to create competition for the bonds to get you the lowest possible cost. At that point we will go out and establish your rate and go to the Finance Committee and say here is the final rate. If you accept it at that point your locked in and you will get the money a week or so later based on those rates.

  Dr. Williamson stated the ordinance as written describes the Finance Committee as the final decision-maker on the very last stage is authorized by Council. That is a process that you are comfortable with, so if that comes to fruition we will schedule at the last possible moment given the newspapers deadlines, a meeting to then approve it because there is a quick turnaround required by the investors. As long as we advertise that appropriately that works both legally and meeting the Bonn process requirements.
  Mr. J David Smith said that is correct, Council is allowed under those privileges to delegate that final decision to the Finance department.

  Dr. Williamson stated this was a discussion when you first presented this to the full body Council and there is no vote on it but I am made the point to point it out to Council is they need to be comfortable with the finance committee having the final authority as what described and as in the ordinance and I wanted to bring that up again because that is not the normal process that we have followed for other procedures.

  Mr. J David Smith stated the alternative would be to schedule a special meeting of the entire body of Council.

  Mr. Hall stated which we've done in the past because we really only need a quorum of four.

  Mr. J David Smith stated it is your choice you're allowed to delegate it to committee, if you want to conduct a special meeting you certainly have that option as well.

  Dr. Williamson stated that the ordinance as written is set up for the Finance committee.  He stated he is fine either way himself he wanted to make sure we are all aware of it as a group. If it is the Finance committee or if it is Council are you going to know what we will do this ahead of time?

  Mr. Brunner answered, yes, once we get your final approval, we are going to mail our marketing document we will have a week or two to process that. Once we mail it and begin talking to investors will be able to give you your estimate.

  Mr. J David Smith stated just a reminder to Council you only need 24 hours for special meeting.

  Dr. Williamson stated we might want to do is schedule two meetings and then the one we don't need..

  Mr. Brunner stated we will be able to give you a better reading on that. We can provide that timely.

There was discussion about what monies will be saved by refinancing.  It is not necessarily costing us additional money borrowed that money now because we are getting at all now but we will pay it all back over time.

  Mr. Hall said thank you.

  Mr. Tony Visco, Architect and his Associate Gabby Kimberling.  They distributed packets to Council about Bowman field. Bowman field has been here since its inception back in 1925 and is the second oldest stadium in the country. He had discussions on past renovations at Bowman field.  He reviewed 1990 renovations up to the present.    He stated we are looking at modernizing again and updating various components of Bowman field.  The real trend is a major change towards venues, areas where you can sort of relax, eat, drink and be entertained rather than sitting in a box seat or on a bleacher seat. The picnic areas that were created along the left-field side have been totally occupied all the time and they have that and that's what we are proposing under phase 1, eliminating the existing aluminum seats.  Gabby explained some of the details.  On the first bayside we are proposing to utilize the existing bleachers and have a completely handicapped Assessable deck addition and there are two different tiers, tables and bar stools. On the second tier there is a bar area and a concession area and a stage for entertainment purposes. The main thing is we want this space to be a space that can be utilized all you not just for the baseball games but someplace that can be rented out to generate more income for the city and create more opportunity for entertainment.
  Dr. Williamson asked about the purpose of the third-base expansion.

  Doug Estees, General Manager of Cross Cutters, part of the reason is that is a congested area within our concourse and the bathrooms and the main food services are there, so expanding that gives us a little more room and for our business it will be very helpful from a revenue standpoint.

  Mrs. Katz stated the designs are beautiful, but the biggest problem is financing. I think most of us have talked about that we want to maintain Bowman field not redesign a section of it. We are talking a lot of money here to do this. I know you're saying that this would bring in more entertainment, but your games are limited. This year you have 39 games, so you can only use this in warm weather. The other times this is used is between high school and college teams that come in, and next year it will be 38 days worth of use there.  With all your practices it would probably bring it up to 50 days that the Cross Cutters could use the field.

  Mr. Estes stated, our hope on the nongame  days that we could make use of that new expansion as well for entertainment purposes. Obviously it is an underutilized facility and we want to utilize it more. We are trying to do our part to use it more.  We've talked with the City and the administration about bringing in more baseball if possible.  We are interested in doing that, and interested in partnering with folks who know how to do that and market the field for other uses besides baseball. 

  Mrs. Katz asked what kind of entertainment are you talking about?  How much entertainment can you do one that space there? It is 2200 ft.². The lower tier is 2300 ft.². For entertainment purposes for renting it out, it really is very limited space and it is a huge expense to the city, I would rather see funding go into another parking deck instead of putting money into Bowman field in this respect.

  Mr. Nichols stated that we have visited several ball fields throughout the state and if you look at every successful stadium they had these kind of amenities. This is what draws people to these facilities and makes them more marketable. One of the strategies I'm having something like this is to utilize it when baseball is not being played. This facility will hold over 300 people and can be used for a variety of events, it could be rented out, it could be used for picnics, it can be used for entertainment. 300 people was quite a busy people.

  Mrs. Katz asked who is going to market that?

  Mr. Nichols answered the recreation director in conjunction with the Cross Cutters.

  Mrs. Katz states that are recreation director already has his hands full.

  Mr. Nichols stated if you look at the borrowing summary it shows that the debt service for this particular improvement is $25,000, the user agreement has committed $50,000 towards this department. The Mayor announced they will be receiving $30,000 for naming rights, and enhance revenue from across cutters in the new agreement that we are working on will more than pay an offset any fees. We are not advocating any general fund money, this will simply pay for itself. It is a small investment to make the facility much more marketable and it will be a tremendous asset for the City of  Williamsport for small price.

  Mrs. Katz says well if the city markets it, who is going to get that money, the Cross Cutters or the city?

  Mr. Nichols answered is going to be joint, it will be a joint effort. This is going to be a joint promotion that will benefit both organizations and like I said $25,000 a year for this investment is an excellent opportunity to enhance the facility. That is the debt service. It is going to cost $400,000, but nothing from our general fund.  There was further discussion as to pursing grants and making this more marketable.  
  Mrs. Katz stated the bottom line is, who is going to market the return on that, we don't have the manpower to do that.

  Mr. Nichols stated we are not reinventing the wheel, other stadiums have done this and you can’t market unless you have a product, this will give us a product to market.

  Mayor Campana stated he was very skeptical at first several months ago in regards to replacing the bleachers on the first bayside and reducing the size of the stadium. At first I was not so sure, I did a lot of research and we made some trips to some additional ballparks.  We are talking about creating additional recreation activities for families. We have that opportunity. We have talked about having concerts at Bowman field, I would still like to see them and this is an opportunity to develop it. He also spoke about the naming rights that would give us an additional $30,000 a year for five years. It also gives us an option to negotiate after the five years.  He spoke about replacing the box seats and the costs that would incur.  Whenever you have major events, you have to be connected to ticket a tron and with the situation as it is we don't have that capability to sell tickets on a national basis.  We will also be able to use the stadium in the Fall and in the Spring time.
  Mrs. Katz replied and you are doing it in conjunction with the Cross Cutter, they already have the lease stating we can't touch their offices and things like that, how is that going to be sorted out in the next few months?

  Mayor Campana stated we are in the negotiating stage with the Cross Cutters. They are willing to extend their contract for another five years. So we are talking about things like that.  There was discussion as to the how the Mayor is working with them.

  Mr. Noviello, ask how will it be determined as to who has the final say on special events? Obviously there has been some major head-butting when it comes to the use of the field itself, who has the say and does not have the say, obviously we are dealing with the renter as opposed to someone who owns the field.

  Mayor Campana stated that we are all on the same page, I have said that all along that it is the stadium belonging to the City of Williamsport. I made that perfectly clear and the Cross Cutters are a good tenant. And hopefully they will continue to be our tenant for the next five years as well. Those types of things we are in the process of discussing with them and they are aware of my strong stance and anyone that knows me knows me that I don't change my mind too often. Ultimately I'm looking out for the taxpayers. What we are going to do in this new contract, this is the City of Williamsport arena, it is unlikely they have when they put up the picnic on the third-base line, this is for the citizens of Williamsport, and in the contract it is going to state that we will have the opportunity, because we are not going to hurt the field, were going to have the opportunity to have a events during the season, but most importantly were going to be able to market that and events in the Spring, Fall & Summer.

  Mr. Noviello stated, still does not answer my question as to who will have the final say.

  Mayor Campana stated that we will.  That will be in writing as well. Obviously we on the stadium so we will have final say if we have something up there and ultimately City Council will have final say because when we bring things and different events to Bowman field, it is ultimately your call.

  Dr. Williamson stated based on the conversations that he has had with the Mayor and with the Cross Cutters organization, there are a variety of things that have been proposed that lays out those an ideal phases with schedules over the next five years. The order of these projects has varied over the last five months. His understanding is that this first base addition is their top priority to increase their revenue.  What the Mayor is saying is that we should also be able to use it for other programs as well as get some additional rent from them.  There was more discussion about maintenance issues.  Over the next couple of years, we will have to find money to maintain it, but we don’t borrow money for maintenance.  He spoke about the offices of the Cross Cutters and how it doesn’t do as much for the City as the other priorities.

  Mr. Estees, stated the list was generated from 2006, one of them is office space and that is not a priority.

  Mr. Hall stated the bottom line the way the ordinance states and is written, it is either that you can vote against the whole ordinance regardless of what you think about Bowman field or you can offer an amendment and say take that out of the whole bond borrowing itself, but not considering anything for Bowman field. We don't have the option to debate how they're going to use the money.

  Mr. Estees stated we have never been against having other events, we just want the playing field protected and as long as it is protected, we are okay with anyone coming in and doing events. During the summer if we could partner with anybody who would like to use it, we would certainly be willing to do it.

  Mr. Allison asked for your purposes, is this the most efficient use the money for the Cross Cutters?

  Mr. Estees answered yes.  There was discussion about baseball being the entertainment for people and that is what we are looking at and our industry is moving towards.

  Mayor Campana stated in the contract it states that if City of Williamsport spends a certain amount of dollars, then the rent will increase for the Cross Cutters.  Mr. Simpson will be put to work about marketing and I will give him that challenge.
  Dr. Williamson stated that he would like to offer an amendment to change exhibit a of the ordinance on page 3 of exhibit a, the amount for River Valley Transit, from $5 million to $4.5 million. Ms. Miele seconded it.
Mr. Hall asked for a vote on motion.

The amendment was carried with six yes roll call votes.  Mr. Smith was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.

  Mr. Hall asked if there is any further discussion on the overall reading itself?

  Dr. Williamson summed up the discussion and it should be noted for the record that the police storage that was proposed is not included. The hundred thousand dollars for city facilities overruns in the other additional borrowing areas but more specifically, is explicitly designed to be used for City Hall roof repair and for no other purposes. Given that we had many questions at finance, we forwarded this to the full body of Council with no recommendation. 

  Mr. Hall asked for any other questions or comments.

  Ms. Miele stated given that our expected debt is increasing, is something in the neighborhood of $7 million and yet are debt services is only increasing by 50%. The city's debt service is increasing by hundred thousand dollars and that is 150% of what we are currently paying.  That is assuming some extra funding generated through the Cross Cutters and recreation, why is the city's debt service increasing so dramatically?
  Mr. Nichols answered if you look at the borrowing summary page, the $420,000 for debt services on the CNN $6 million, then the difference between 420,000 and the 665,000 is the $2 million from the M&T and the additional $2 million is the new funds for the city project. So that's a total $4 million so the debt service is increasing by about one third are just about the right number going from $6 million to $10 million.  RVT debt service is not included in here.
  Ms. Miele asked for a break down to Council before the 28 days before we review this again.

There was further decision about the fixed rate and Dr. Williamson pointed out there is additional $245,000 per year in additional debt service. The administration is proposing we use $100,000 of our act 13 money, $25,000 of the Cross Cutters additional revenue and naming rights, $20,000 of additional revenue coming from the recreation department. Of those $445,000, we don't know how much Act 13 is going to very, right now that would equate to about 1/6 of our revenue and most of us anticipate that revenue going down over time, He spoke about what we expect for the future but, funds can not be guaranteed, and for some reasons, all of that would end up going to the bottom line.  He stated that is that real dollar amount that we are going to have to think about.  It will be about $245,000 that is real money, can we afford to borrow this, we would have to make that decision over the next two weeks.
  Mr. Allison stated that also troubles him to commit to Act 13 money and taking the conservative approach, we must consider the worst case scenario because it will go to the general fund.  
Mr. Hall asked for other comments, hearing none.

The ordinance was carried on first reading with six roll call votes. Mr. Smith was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.

Resolution #8243
Resolution:  General Obligation Note Series 2010 – Second Loan Modification

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Nichols, this is a resolution that approves a modification agreement for $5 million note, this is the second time we’ve modified and we are asking you to modify this agreement. This is to extend the interests or drawdown to the end of the year.  What we’re going to do is keep the amortization period from not starting because this particular loan is being rolled been due to the bond ordinance. Since we had extended it to August 1, that was not enough time to get everything in order for the bond ordinance, we are now extending it again until the end of the year.

  Dr. Williamson said we saw the first modification when it came through and we have reviewed this one as well. Other discussion on Tuesday this was to say nothing else changes other than the extension. We sent this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions or comments.

The Resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. Mr. Smith was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.
Resolution # 8244
Resolution Award Contract for Insurance Consulting Services

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
  Mr. Nichols, this resolution is to renew a contract with their insurance consultant and this again is in the amount of $12,000 which is been the same now for some now. Once again we will have comprehending review, consulting services and she has saved us a lot of money over the various renewal.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. Mr. Smith was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.

Resolution #8245
Resolution Authorizing the Submittal of a Financial Assistance Application

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Nichols stated, this resolution are required by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation.  Penn Dot has a program that require a person to be authorized.

  Dr. Williamson stated he sent this from Finance to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked for any questions. There were none.

The Resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. Mr. Smith was absent.  The vote was 6 to 0.

Resolution # 8246
Resolution Authorizing the Submittal & Modification of Penn DOT  Grant Objects

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Nichols stated the first resolution designated myself as the authorized official, and I’m authorized to designate the people that are going to be on the computer to enter the necessary information as required during the year.

Dr. Williamson said the Finance Committee sent this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.

The Resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  Mr. Smith was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.

Resolution #8247
Resolution Authorizing the City of Williamsport to Award A Contract for the Purchase of Tennant 
Rider Sweeper
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Nichols stated this is for a midsize ride sweeper is going to be used for all the facilities we have in the downtown area and can actually be utilized throughout the downtown the cleanup sidewalks. This is something that has been identified as a priority to keep the downtown clean.
  Dr. Williamson stated we reviewed this at the Finance committee and sent this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. Mr. Smith was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.

Resolution #8248
Resolution to Amend a Sales Agreement for the Purchase of Real Estate Located at 159 Mulberry St.
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

  Mr. Grado stated this amendment extends our sales agreement that we have with the Fortis group for the senior housing project from Mulberry Street.  Last year the PA tax credits were not successful because it went the highest priority one that the City and the County had provided.  They are going to fly again this year the date is not establish at at which point they need to reestablish the sales agreement. Under this agreement we would receive once approved, $2000 and once applied for in November another $2000 would be release. It was reviewed by the finance committee.
  Dr. Williamson stated in addition to revealing the terms, this money just extends the agreement and we talked about the desirability of continuing. We sent this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any more questions.

The resolution was carried with five yes roll call votes. Mr. Hall voted no. Mr. Smith was absent.  The vote was 5 to 1.

Resolution #8249
Resolution to Accept a Certified Local Government CLG Grant
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Grado, this resolution is what we get from the Pennsylvania Museum commission.  It's a 50-50 grant, they provide that 50% match. It is an opportunity for us to get funding two, subsidized HARB and their activities as part of that. This was reviewed by the finance committee.

  Dr. Williamson said we noted that it's nice to be able to receive funds for projects that we would find even if we didn't receive funds in the city. We passed this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked for any more comments or questions.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. Mr. Smith was absent. The vote was 6 to 0. 
Resolution # 8250
Resolution Accepting Estate Bequest for Brandon Park
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Grado stated  May McLaughlin passed away on Sept. 14, 2011. She resided at 955 Hepburn St. she left part of her estate to the Brandon Park commission as indicated in the resolution, $16,188.  This is a release, final distribution that is necessary to be executed in order for Brandon Park commission in the city Williamsport to receive those funds. It was prepared by the Steinbacher offices who are the executor, but also from the city solicitors office. It was reviewed by the finance committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated at our review, there is a sense of appreciation for her bequest and we noted that the funds would be deposited into the commission's account for use overtime. For what they might choose to use it. We passed this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions. There were none.
The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. Mr. Smith was absent. The vote was 6 to 0.
Certificate of Appropriateness – HARB

All items are recommended for approval unless otherwise noted.

Item 2
 Joseph Walker

844 West Third Street

A.
 Repair damaged exterior wood trim, including fish scale siding, soffit, sills & casings to prepare for painting.  All repairs must replicate the original material, design, and appearance.  

B.  Prepare and paint exterior trim - Antique white (beige) and black window sashes.

C. Install ½ round gutters and round downspouts, galvanized.  Painted-antique white for gutters, brick red downspouts.      .  :

D. Use muratic acid or a chisel to remove mortar spills from the brick.  These methods must be used carefully to avoid damaging the brick.  

E.  Remove south, east and west slate roof.  Install architectural shingles to match the porch roof.  Slate gray          

F. Retain rear (North) side slate roof.  Repair using salvaged slates.  

Item 3.
William High

514 West Fourth Street

A. Prepare and paint all previously painted exterior building and trim

Colors: Soffits -brown, Body-dark beige, Window trim and Porch posts-cream.  Accent as appropriate.

Item 4. Mike & Susan Williams

337 Walnut Street

A. Prepare and paint all previously painted exterior non-brick material. Colors:  Benjamin Moore AF-405 aventurine (green) and AF-225 firenze (red/orange) as an accent color.  Paint the house name in glossy black or gold.

Item 5. William C. Brown
420 West Fourth Street

A. Remove the front, one story brick addition.

B. Removal of the front addition will require installation of replacement windows.  Install 4 vinyl windows, style, size, trim, sills and casings similar to the submitted drawing.   

C. Retain the existing front arched double door 

D. Return with a final replacement porch drawing and material information. 

E. Remove asphalt siding from the rear wall areas.  Cover with stucco, matching existing.  Existing window and door openings and trim will not be altered.

F. Prepare previously painted exterior surfaces for painting.  This includes repairing damaged stucco and exterior wood trim replicating the original in material and design.  
G. Paint: Body–Benj Moore HC-172–Revere Pewter, Accents-Ashley Gray, Trim & Quoins-Knoxville Gray HC-160

H.  Repair and paint rear metal fire escape black

I. Repair existing slate roofing.  

J. Replace altered windows (wood & vinyl) with new, custom fitted, wood replacement windows that fit the existing opening without alteration of opening size. The arched or curved windows will have glass in the arches and the existing pane configurations will be matched.  Color to match house colors. No white.  Custom made vinyl may be used if necessary.  
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these items.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

The HARB certificates were carried with six yes roll call votes.  Mr. Smith was absent.  The vote was 6 to 0.
Item 6.
. Rameshwar Singh – REQUEST RECOMMENDATION - DENY
639 Grace Street

A.

Install beige vinyl siding over the asphalt siding.  

B. 
Paint soffit, eaves and any remaining trim - color:

C. 
Install white aluminum over windowsills

D.
Replace wood windows and storm windows with white vinyl windows.

E.

Reinstall K-gutter.

F.

Replace entry doors with steel 6- panel doors.  

G.
Install 6’ stockade fence at rear and west side of property.  Paint or stain:
Mr. Hall stated next we are talking about item number six, I would like a motion to recommend that we accept HARB’s recommendation in denying this.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Hall stated that Mr. Singh came him earlier and told us that he was a student and bought the house and he did not know he was in the historic district. He went ahead and use the initiative which I highly recommend using an initiative when you can to take a house that was basically looking pretty bad and fixing it up. Unfortunately for the gentleman, he did not know the HARB rules and he was in the historic district and there is a certain process that he had to follow. I grant that he did not know and I take a medicine word for that. Also unfortunately for him, usually with HARB because it is a state sanctioned, when they recommend something for approval, we generally approve it and when they recommend something for denial, we agree with thing to deny. As we agree with their denial here, Mr. Gerardi will get in touch with Mr. Singh, and talk about what can and can't be done in terms of fixing the issue.

  Mr. Knarr stated correct, so all we can do at this point is go with the denial. We are working with the solicitor to find out what steps he can take to get it corrected one way or another.

  Ms. Miele stated, she understood it, the siding had been installed at the remaining items have not.  I just wanted to make it clear that the other items he had applied for had not been installed.  Further understanding was he was made aware during the installation by HARB, that he had to have been approval by them. He then finished the siding……

  Mr. Singh stated, when I first bought the house, I went into get a dumpster permit and I was never informed that I was in the historic district. The first inspector came to the house, he actually stepped inside and said I was doing a good job and then he told me that I should go apply for a permit. So I told him how I had intentions to repair the roof and do the interior of the house, put on the siding, put on the fence and do the driveway and he said this on the site is good you guys get a permit. So the first thing I did was I went to get a permit for the roof because the roof was terrible, it was leaking. It caused mold buildup down on the second floor, so that was the first issue I did. When I went to get the next permit, the lady that spoke to me said I was supposed to get a permit for the siding, which another inspector also came at that same day when I went to see her. He never said to stop the worker anything like that. So my question is how, I was approved from the building department to get a roof, but yet I did not go through HARB, but now since I finished pretty much all the siding and the house looks amazing, I have to remove it? I find that very hard to, I find that very difficult.

  Mr. Hall stated and I believe if I might say in terms of what Mr. Knarr stated that we have never had to go through this process before, that you are working with the solicitor find an answer, but it may come down to the fact that you're going to have to remove the siding.

  Mr. Singh, stated, I understand but in the same block I live on, all the houses are vinyl sidings, so I don't know why I have to remove it if there are other houses on that same block.

   Dr. Williamson stated we are not any kind of judicial procedure here, so we won't be able to kinda sort out the full story on what you've just indicated. You bought the house, I assume you used a realtor, his answer was yes.  In the process of buying a house, there are disclosures that are required under the law by the seller, disclosing things to the buyer about the state of the property and the realtors usually handle that through the documentation. I assume that is done well when the realtors are doing it, if it is for sale by owner, then it is not as clear-cut. You said you work through a realtor, at any point in those disclosures, I would think that would be part of what would be disclosed because it impacts the value and the decision of the purchase itself.

  Mr. Singh, that would've been nice to know that I was never informed that it was in the historic district .  I will check with my realtor again.  More or less, the first permit I pulled out, they never said anything about it, until I got a letter in the mail stating it was the historic district. 

  Dr. Williamson stated the district itself has been part of that story district since 1972 or 1973. Anyway this than 30 years at least.  I know that you are new at the community and so how that this out with in terms of what to do tonight, clearly under the letter of the law, under the way the requirements are set up, the law is the law and how that law has been enforced in the past…. One option would be for us to approve the denial because that is the letter of the law and that would give us some time to figure out the process for appeals. The other option would be to table it, which would then allow us time to figure out what the appeal would be. But I don't have enough information because it is just he said, she said. I don't have enough information really right now to say that we should overrule the HARB decision.

  J David Smith stated there may be a deemed denial or approval depending on the timing issue if you table it.

  Dr. Williamson stated without the ability to have more information about what you were told when, and what you didn't know when in a more formal way, and because the letter of the law is what it is, I am not sure if I have much more of an option other than to take the recommendation of the Board whose job it is to give us the recommendation.

   Mr. Singh, while seeking forgiveness is an option too because the first thing I did was to get a permit to clean the place up and I think it was the responsibility of the codes Department in itself that whatever work should be done, because they see I got a dumpster permit.

  Dr. Williamson stated he understands his perspective but in his seat when he can't distinguish at this point is the difference between you telling me they should've told me I had a time, therefore what else could I done other than to seek their permits. There are others that could come before us using that presidents that you're making deceptively. I don't believe that you're saying it deceptively but what would keep us from taking that same argument from somebody who is trying to deceive us.

  Mr. Singh stated I completely understand that you should have seen the house the way it looked before and how it looks now. I understand and respect the historic part of Williamsport. I mostly see that on Fourth Street, but if you go down on Grace Street, you will not see anything historic about that place at all.
  Dr. Williamson stated it is further behind than a Fourth Street, but I do know several organizations that are working on Grace Street to do what has happened on Fourth Street.  I am empathetic with your position clearly I just think we need to figure out how to proceed.

  Ms. Miele, another thing we should emphasize is that our HARB has made good decisions …….inaudible 

  Mr. Allison stated I was under the understanding that the be good or permit to do codes work in historic district, you were told then.

  Mr. Knarr, stated yes that is the case. I don't deal with that, I do with the zoning, when he applied for the dumpster permit, you can do anything you want in the interior of the building, but when it comes to the exterior, the codes representative would not have known whether it's going to be inside or outside.  A dumpster permit would've been issued. I am just not sure what the process was and how it worked or what was transpired.

  Mr. Allison stated well, we definitely need to clean that process up because you are putting the emphasis on the person to know something they could not possibly know if they're asking for a dumpster permit and it is in the historic district, and they were not informed at that time, you may be doing inside work, but if you do anything outside, be aware of being in the historic district. That is not fair to the homeowner at all, I agree with your second point, that we could be setting a bad precedent. As to the first point though, I think that we don't have a lot of information to go on, and I don't think the HARB board did either. They had it for a short period of time also. So there does need to be sorting out of the facts here. For the purpose that we can have this, it seems to me that we can avoid this in the future unless somebody is purposely trying to beat the system.

  Mrs. Katz stated I think your form should state on there, when you do apply for dumpster, is it inside or outside, it would be an easy box to put in there to check off. There for that would ring bells here, but I also commend you, being so young to take on such a huge project, thank you for doing that the city.

She asked with the outside the house, was it would frame?

  Mr. Singh, answered it was a clapboard material.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any other comments. There were none. In the motion is that we support HARB’s recommendation to deny this particular certificate of appropriateness.

The HARB Denial was carried with six yes roll call votes. Mr. Smith was absent.  The vote was 6 to 0.

Mr. Hall stated to Mr. Singh, I believe you will be hearing from Mr. Gerardi and Mr. Knarr, to see what can be worked out from here. 
Item 7. Frank Dyer

849 West Third Street

A. Item pulled.  

 Accept for filing:

Finance Committee Minutes 6/11/13, 4/30/13

Housing Needs Minutes 6/11/13

Historic Preservation Minutes 4/30/13

Public Works Minutes 5/14/13

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept these minutes.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

The minutes were carried with six yes roll call votes.  Mr. Smith was absent.  The vote was 6 to 0.
Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday August 8, 2013 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  There will be a police pension board meeting following this Council meeting. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.) 

 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



   Monday, July 29

               12:00 PM   Planning Commission


   Tuesday, August 6

               12:00 PM   Public Safety



                   1:00 PM   Public Works




                 3:30 PM   Finance


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]
Mr. Hall asked if there were any comments or questions from Council?
 Mr. Allison stated he would like to note the sadness of the passing of one of our Codes Officers, Chuck Thomas.  My thoughts and prayers are with his family and friends and he was a good worker for the city, he has gotten to know him over the years and he was a fun person. He was fun to be around.  Mr. Hall thanked Mr. Allison for saying that and noted his prayers are with Chuck’s family as well.

  Comments from the administration, none.  From the general public, none.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adjourn.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.  All were in favor.
 Adjournment


Janice Frank

City Clerk   10:58 PM
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado


	Mr. Joe Gerardi absent


	Mr. Joseph Pawlak


	Mr. William Nichols, Jr.


         Mr. Gary Knarr 


	Mr. Bill Wright, S&P absent	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief


	Greg Foresman, Police Chief


	Chief Heinbach absent


	Sol. J. David Smith


	Janice Frank, City Clerk


	Members of the news media


	





Council members present:


	Bill Hall, President   


	Jonathan Williamson, Vice President	Bill Hall, Councilman


	Bonnie Katz, Councilwoman  


	Don Noviello, Councilman 


	N. Clifford Smith, Councilman absent


	Randall J. Allison, Councilman


	Elizabeth Miele, Councilwoman  











