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                        Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, August 6, 2015 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Don Noviello and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

         Approval of the July 23, 2015 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Dr. Williamson and Ms. Katz second and a roll call of seven yes votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  
Limited Courtesy of the Floor

There was no courtesy of the floor. 
Mr. Hall changed the order of the agenda.

Appointments/Reappointments

Williamsport Water & Sanitary Authority Board
Mr. William Nichols, Sr. is reappointed to a 5-year term commencing 1-01-15 and ending 1-01-20.

Mr. Elderson Dean is reappointed to a 5-year term commencing 1-01-15 and ending 01-01-20.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these appointments.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mayor Campana stated he is here to reappointed the two gentleman that have served this community for many many years in a wonderful fashion. This is our objective tonight to reappoint these two individuals to the Water Authority with your concurrence.

  Mr. Smith stated he would like to thank Mr. Nichols and Mr. Dean for all the years that they put in, they have taken us through some major projects. Without you two gentlemen being on the board it would've been more difficult.  I thank you for your service.

  Dr. Williamson stated he would like to reiterate Mr. Smith said and stated that he has learned a lot from the two of them. We have gone through a lot of big things in that area with a lot of big things to come and having your expertise gives us all a lot of confidence. Thanks again for your service.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the appointments.
The appointments were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.

Presentation County Comprehensive Plan Update



  
 

  Megan Lehman, stated by state law, comprehensive plans have to be done every 10 years and certain elements have to be included in those. It is a requirement for counties, so our last one was done in 2006, it is a 10 year update. We base this on data studies with help from the community and leaders and community organizations. We will be going through a long process in the next year and a half, we are going to have focus groups, and meetings. We look at all areas, quality of life and the County, the economy, transportation, you name it and it is in there. That is why we will have focus groups, to determine our most needs. In the last comp plan, it was stated the quality of life is second to none and we expect the same.  We really need a buy in from all the municipalities.  Hopefully, the City will be onboard.  We called this area the Greater Williamsport Alliance.  She continued on to say our city is the largest municipality and we're very lucky to have you involved in this.  We did send out letters about this study. Our first public meetings will be held in September.  The Central meeting will be on September 30th .
Mr. Hall continued to go to the resolution that coordinated with the presentation by changing the order of the agenda.

Resolution #8484
Resolution to Accept & Adopt Old City/E.3rd St Gateway Redevelopment Strategy

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.   
  Mr. Grado said this resolution indicates that there's a lot of actions that have taken place over the last 18 months. In order to get there we are working with the Department of Economic Development and receiving a grant of $25,000 to engage with Thomas Point Assn.   Lycoming College also contributed, and the County was involved.  He introduced Thomas Flynn and Charley Smeal to come and speak.  We have had a lot of public input in this project which brings us to today.
  Thomas Flynn stated it was about a year ago when I first came to this chamber to work with the Advisory Committee. There were initial issues that we had to overcome. We were dealing with the old city and the E. 3rd St., Gateway commission. There were different mental images and expectations regarding these two areas. There were different groups within our advisory committee that had very strong opinions. The conflicts were resolved. And we managed to have a very good committee and they managed to vote unanimously in favor of this. We started in September and had two public meetings that were very well attended in the library. The County staff had helped us organize those. We ran a survey and had the input over 1500 individuals in the city getting their views of what should be done in the city. Overwhelming when I got was they wanted more residential involvement, retail stores and shops and things to do, and places to live. I think Williamsport is exactly the right kind of place for that. I come here, I eat downtown I see people biking and walking through the downtown, I feel the presence of the College close to the downtown. In the course of our study, we realize we had over 300 businesses in our area with over 1000 residents.  I think the plan that we came up with after working with everybody, it features just what people want to see and what will be financially doable. It will take 10 to 20 years to develop, but in the contents of the history of the city, this is not a long period of time. I sense we already have the momentum without traffic study, and it is already underway. The key features of the plan are some real estate projects that will be developed privately, and city investment in infrastructure and traffic and transportation changes.

  Charley Smeal, Urban Resource Corporation, Bethlehem Pennsylvania. We looked at 18 different sites, and the Committee narrowed it down to four highly trafficked areas.  We also had active streetscape, which means pushing the property to the rear, making it more pedestrian friendly, more active and simplify the traffic pattern. He explained the difficulties that we have now, and converging traffic from one way to way it makes it easier for people to get to the traffic spot. He had maps and pointed out different plans and their drawings. We have done a first draft of the amendment and I have a second draft.

  Thomas Flynn stated there were two other points I would like to make, when we see this Gateway to the college and the interstate as the good factor or the entire downtown. We make it the top priority in our program. We also see the continuation of the Advisory Committee as the force that keeps the structure to the plan and keep the momentum going. People who are involved seem logical that they went to continue, and keeping the committee small but organic and including out to reaching the Chamber of Commerce and a few other folks that really need to be involved. So the momentum is in place in the priorities are there and we have consensus in the community and we are very proud of our work and we are happy to have had the opportunity to work with you and work with this community.

  Mr. Hall stated in terms of the money we have spent, I've read this twice and it's well worth it. In terms of the people involved, just putting that together was well worth it. We have had people sit and talk who have not even talked to each other for 20 years. It has come together so questions here will be for the general type of nature and how Council perceives it from here.
  Dr. Williamson thanked both of them, as he sat in on some of the meetings and stated it was 2 or 3 years ago when it was a first step of the process.  When a few of us got together years ago, we said hey let’s look at traffic and go from there.  He spoke about the committee and all involved who have had useful conversations about this strategy and making sure the momentum continues. He stated very excited about this whole project and we will be doing it in ways that government control is very limited.  It is a very exciting time and there's a lot of work to do.  We will get this traffic study done and it will say hey you need to spend some money and then we will spend the money on what we should spend the money on. Thank you again for the work that you have done.

  Mrs. Katz stated that 15 years ago she had her business on Third Street for nine years. It was very difficult going to the store every day, it was interesting from Center City and going down Third Street that they were just pockets of okay and pockets of a kind of depression.  Al Clapps also stated he was disappointed in the way it looked. One of the reasons why she moved from Third Street to downtown was because there were such a disconnect between the downtown and that area. It was out of desperation, I had no foot traffic whatsoever and it was also, dark and dingy.  The disconnect was the most thing that was so frustrating, so in 10 years, to be able to connect down town, I am really happy. Reading this has been very interesting, one of the things that was interesting somebody wanted to bring in outlets, and having businesses on the bottom floor, that's where it should be. You have your businesses on the ground floor and apartments above. That makes it more family-friendly and brings more people to the area.

  Mr. Allison stated he would like to piggyback on what Dr. Williamson said. When Council President Hall asked the ERC committee to look into the traffic study, and that is what we started with so I really feel like we have come full circle tonight. We do have the traffic study on the agenda but we have the planning document and marketing document and the historical document that talks about that area. I have said this before, we didn't have that done so we could just check the box off and say we did it.  All along we have pointed to see development down in that area, product is the good goal that process has to come before product has to be followed along the way so we can get it done. It has to be something that's going to be value and worthwhile that ties the community in.  It ties everyone in in a way that you don't normally see. We have a very good foundation that has only over the past three years that is really going to be key to the success of this process, 10 or 20 years down the road. I am excited because you can't point to just anyone development, or private person, it is a group effort that we have established that could even set the tone for the city in a lot of different areas as we move forward. That is what I am excited about tonight and I think everybody that has been involved in this at this point.
  Mr. Noviello I would like to echo all the comments that I've heard so far and add a few thoughts.  I would like to thank Thomas Point for opening the door to what I think is going to be in opportunity to actually some very meaningful developments in this town. Personally, I like the efforts of the general public, so bringing this to the public in my mind was paramount. I am encouraged about the amount of mixed use space, for me that opens up the door for creative opportunity. I think the idea of addressing the street changes in traffic changes opens up the door. These plans will assist us in helping to create our future rather than simply be subject to it as it comes our way. I think I said to some people earlier this evening, we have some very strong minds and some great attitudes with the right people in the right places. I look forward to seeing this continue on and I thank all that have been involved in this.

  Mr. Hall asked Dr. Trachte, President of Lycoming College to speak.

  Dr. Trachte stated he would you like to make a couple comments as President of the College and member of the Commission.  I think that other than the public officials who were here, I am the only commission member who is in attendance this evening. I got a chance to talk to the chair of the commission and he has the some sentiments. As president of the college when I was introduced to the Williamsport community back in November 2012, one of the themes, of the history of the past present and future of Lycoming College and the City have been very connected. I indicated as President of the College, one of my priorities was to ensure that the future of the college in the future the City of Williamsport would also remain very much connected. I think this project is evidence of how that can happen. It is a project that was certainly benefit the college. This is a project that doesn't only benefit the college, by making Williamsport better it allows Lycoming college to be a stronger institution and be able to attract high-quality students and faculty to the institution. It very much exemplifies the kind of positive synergy that exists between Lycoming College in the City of Williamsport and the community around. I wonder thank in particular the Mayor and Council for putting together an Advisory Committee that had all the right parties there. When I first started thinking about this, I have not met the private developers who have a stake in the East and the old city area. It was critically important that we would all be together at the same table. The Advisory Committee is put in the very good way, he named the parties involved at the table.  We came to a very strong common vision. As a member of the committee, what I really want to say is thank you to the city and the County for the support that you have provided, thank you to Thomas Point that I would like to see much of this in place before my term comes to an end, not 10 or 20 years. I would like to move a little bit ahead to the next item on the agenda and I went to confirm that the college is committed to $15,000 to the traffic study.  We want to make our commitment to help them move forward, and so what has been reported in the newspaper is in fact accurate. The college is undertaking a strategic or comprehensive banning process for campus, and our consultants have been in touch with Thomas Point and the college is grateful to be a part of that process.  Thank you for the time.
  Ms. Miele  stated we've heard some really good comments here in Council. As a member of the committee that helped to put this together, I would like to thank the consultants and I feel that this plan will hopefully be put together.  She discussed about the input of those that helped to put this together and I look forward to working with everyone to make this plan a reality.

  Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.

Resolution #8485

Resolution to Approve Engineering Contract Larson Design Group, Inc. for Traffic Study

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Grado stated the traffic study is the most important part that was identified to keep the momentum going. I am bringing this to City Council to request the contract with Larson Design Group, we have an open-end contract with them.  He explained the different traffic studies that this will provide.  He explained the impact of the change as well as the impact on the connection.  We have 29 impact areas and there are concerns about the traffic study of two-way traffic.  The other thing that is important to hear is because of the timing, and that is currently underway for preliminary design in the reconstruction of the street which they control between Campbell Street and Basin Street.  They want to know pretty definitively what the city is planning. We are working with Penn Dot and it is important for us to get the information to them. The city's funds are basically  Act 13.  We are also asking for County commission, but we haven't heard that yet. Chris Keiser is here from Larson Design.  It was reviewed by both Finance and Public Works Committees.
  Dr. Williamson stated, the finance review, he thanked Mr. Grado who made sure that this piece got launched on time. So the challenges here are let's get this ready to do and Mr. Grado did that.  That shift enabled us to include River Valley transit as part of the broader transportation planning and progress dollars. $76,000, $30,000 RVT is bringing to the table, and $30,000 that the college is bringing to the table. So hopefully the County will be able to bring some dollars to the table, my guess is that they will.  We do have the dollars in place to get things started. The worst-case scenario is that we will use next year's Act 13 dollars if County doesn’t contribute.   With that review, we passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Smith stated on Tuesday of this week, we did have the discussion of the nuts and bolts of this project. One of the things that we are charged with is the traffic counts at 15 different locations.  The traffic study is a very important part of this project and we voted to send this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.

  Mr. Hall stated to Mr. Allison that the ERC be involved in the zoning study.  Mr. Allison agreed.
Resolution #8488
Resolution Authorizing Williamsport Bureau of Police to Purchase 2 Vehicles
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Sgt. Jody Miller, stated the Bureau of Police would like to see your approval on the first of two new Ford interceptor vehicles. They are vehicles that would go into service to replace aging equipment. This was reviewed by the Public Works and Finance committee.

  Mr. Smith stated this was reviewed by the Finance Committee a couple of weeks ago and it was removed from the agenda two weeks ago so it could come to the Public Works committee.  We did find that Keystone did not have a Co-Star number so that has been changed.  We did have an item that we had had a discussion issue with this, and that was item number six about the radios, He had commented all we want to make certain that the city is putting in radios that will be compatible with the County and other governing bodies. So an amendment was made to remove item number six about the radios in the car.   We passed this to the full body of Council with this condition.
  Mr. Hall stated you have to state the condition and have an amendment made.  What is the motion?

  Mr. Smith made the motion that the package would be approved with the exception of item number 6.

  Mr. Hall stated the motion is to make an amendment to exclude number six.

  Mr. Noviello seconded the motion.

Mr. Smith stated we are going to buy the vehicle less the radio. The radios in the two vehicles that are currently in use are functional. They will be taken out and put into these two vehicles.  They will remain in place until we decide which radios we are going to be using the future. Finance approved an $890.30 radio, the ones that are being looked at are less than that. They will be integrated for future use, meaning that we are not going to exceed that $890. Just the make and model will change.

  Mr. Hall asked if there is something along the lines that the County is looking at a particular type of brand of digital radio.
  Mr. Smith stated this is somewhat of a technical issue, the answer is somewhere down the road and I can't tell you when, I had discussions with the County, the County does not know exactly where they are going to go. They were probably goes through a system called Project 25. Most public safety people will go to that route. There is a particular manufacturer who provides project 25 equipment that is a standard accepted by the United States.  He went on to explain the future in radio communications and how we have to be careful in what we chose.  

  Mr. Hall stated so it will be a good thing the use the radios in the old vehicles and wait the new equipment will be in place.

  Sgt. Jody Miller stated in my conversations with the County, they have no time frame on this right now, we are going to meet with them in the morning to talk to them.

Mr. Smith stated the radios that are currently in the cars are current model radios, the current radios are still being produced and parts will be available for at least 25 years.  In looking at the technology that is out there, there is a substantial gain in going to a digital system.  

  Mr. Hall stated so the amendment is being hereby resolve City Council of the City of Williamsport authorizes the Bureau of Police to purchase two Ford police interceptor vehicles with the attached as amended to exclude number six.  Mr. Hall stated I have a motion and I have the second, Mrs. Frank on the amendment to the resolution please.

The amendment was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.

  Mr. Hall asked if there was any more questions on the resolution.

  Ms. Miele just a note we don't currently have many of these in our flee, these vehicles are slightly more expensive and the gas mileage is slightly lower and consequently Sgt. Miller said that he felt that the larger vehicles would provide considerable benefits to the force. But these are the first two then we will be examining how these will hold up before we purchase any more of this type.

  Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes
Dr. Williamson took over as Chair for the next two items.

Resolution #8486
Resolution Approving WMWSA Cooperating on 2015 Reconstruction Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to accept the resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Grado stated this is related to the item that will come later in the agenda. In working with the Water and Sewer authority, Chuck Houser is here from the sewer authority, we have had discussions on how they could collaborate with our contract on Fourth Street reconstruction. They need a resolution where Council with permit that action. This was reviewed by the Public Works committee.

  Mr. Smith stated this did come to Public Works on Tuesday for review and what it does it allows the contractors to perform similar street restoration on various structure improvements. It is a collaborative effort to work with the Williamsport Municipal Water and Sanitary authority were both parties can be involved when it comes to possibly purchasing certain types of materials where it would be better to have both agencies in collaboration with each other. It also means working together on certain projects with infrastructure projects and utilizing materials and equipment. We sent this to the full body of Council with the positive recommendation.

  Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments or questions from Council, hearing none.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes

Resolution #8487
Resolution Approving  an Amendment to the Sanitary Authority’s Articles of Incorporation –Stormwater

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to accept the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Skip Smith stated this is the resolution that is about being a proposed amendment to the articles of incorporation to the Williamsport Sanitary Authority to enable the set of providing storm water system planning management and implementation. Providing when this resolution shall be effective as repealing all resolutions are part two resolutions in so far as the same shall be inconsistent here with. We go back to two weeks ago when we passed the resolution beginning the process of working with the Williamsport Sanitary Authority to collaborate project to determine whether would be the best interests of the city, the sewage authority, the taxpayers are ratepayers of the area served by the authority. That was the first process that had to begin before we could start comments and with the authority to see if this is beneficial to all of the stakeholders involved. What this resolution provides for, the articles of incorporation with Williamsport Sanitary Authority currently do not permit them to be in the storm water implementation and treatment process. The resolution has to be changed in order to allow this. We cannot continue this process until this resolution is passed by both City Council and their board. The board of the Williamsport Municipal Sanitary authority approved changing their articles of incorporation to include the management and implementation of treating storm water. The next step after their approval is for City Council to approve the resolution to allow them to begin that process. Should this resolution the passed  in a positive manner, the next step is going to be is to start investigating how it could be done, how they could work together with us, is it going to be beneficial. We have already had a little bit of a discussion whether the city should be in this treatment business themselves, which we can be, or should we work and collaborate with another agency to complete the job. Their agency has far more experience in this and what the city does. Should the city do this, we are going to have to hire employees, vehicle, because we are not currently trained. The sanitary authority provide service to Williamsport and other outlining areas. Today we have to look to some places in regionalization.   Since they maintain now, it should be logical to have some discussion. I know there's questions in the public, this is going to cost money? Well whoever does this, it is going to cost money, this is another unfunded mandate.  We really don't have a choice, we have to do it or we are subject to fines, loss of grants. We are looking together as to how this can be this done at the lowest cost to the taxpayer. I can assure the public that the city is going to be involved throughout this process. We are not washing our hands as a city and turning all of this over to the municipal authority. That is not what this is about. What it comes down to how this is going to be done to the nuts and bolts, that's where currently we have a very good working relationship with the authority and yes public works and the full body of city Council are going to be involved in this. I can assure the public that we are not going to let someone willy-nilly set rates and this will be a long process. I think we're going in the right direction. This resolution is not committing the city to any money.  We are just beginning the process to look at this what route to go and what costs will be involved, and when it comes to the discussion points, public works will make a couple of comments.
  Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions.

  Mr. Noviello stated we each have before us a letter from DEP.  A couple of quotes from the letter, all entities amended for these efforts today, and secondly DEP would like to offer our full support to this course of action.  This is important to involve entities who are much stronger in this than us and give consideration to what is being proposed here.

  Mr. Smith stated it did come to Public Works and we sent it to the full body Council with positive recommendation. The letter from DEP stated that they felt this is the right direction to go. He also quoted an editorial that was in the Sun Gazette. If this resolution should past week and begin sitting down with the water authority, the administration and City Council.

  Dr. Williamson stated he is inclined to agree that it seems like this is a path forward to efficiency and the lowest possible cost, but I don't know if that it's true, it seems to be true, but I don't know that it's true. We have taken two steps to allow us to explore that in a formal way. Once this is finished, we may say thank you or no thank you.  We will have very careful discussions with both sides doing due diligence. We will try to do this in a cost-effective and efficient way and one that is accountable to the voters in the taxpayers. We do now have the groundwork laid to explore that, I know I have not made a position in my own mind and I can tell by hearing others that they have not either. He asked for a vote on the resolution.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes

The meeting was turned back over to Mr. Hall at this point.
An Ordinance Amend & Transfer 38th Year(2012) Community Development Block Grant Funds(first reading)Bill# 1649-15
The City Clerk read the Ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in first reading.

Mr. Hall made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.
Mr. Hall informed Mr. Grado that he may cover all the ordinances together because they are all tied together.

  Mr. Grado stated her transfer ordinance is our where the community development block grant budgets are 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015. They are related, some is housekeeping, some puts money, that we could move it today to the appropriate line items in order to accommodate the city Street reconstruction project, and also add $25,000 to the Ways Garden project. Council has provided 15,000 for the local match to grant application has been submitted to DCNR. There has been some donations to provide the local match, and we are adding $25,000 is the phase 1 project. We have additional improvements that need to be done, this would address lighting, they did approach the County for additional funds and they will likely receive additional County assistance. This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated across the four ordinances there are a lot of moving parts. Some of those moving parts are housekeeping and some of those moving parts have implication or substantive implications. I think I have it captured in my mind that we are allocating additional resources to Ways Garden, we are allocating additional resources to Street reconstruction which allows us to, thanks to the lower bid, to not only fund the traffic, but to pave more roads, and the little bit of additional funds that we anticipated towards municipal renovations, architectural, and single family home funds.  Given that we cannot spend the money allocated to Ways Garden until we hear about the grant, we passed this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the ordinance.
The Ordinance was carried in first reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes

An Ordinance Amend & Transfer 39th Year (2013) Community Development Block Grant Funds(first reading Bill #165015
The City Clerk read the Ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in first reading.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Grado had nothing to add, Dr. Williamson had nothing to add.
The Ordinance was carried in first reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes
An Ordinance Amend & Transfer 40th Year (2014) Community Development Block Grant Funds(first reading) Bill #1651-15
The City Clerk read the Ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in first reading.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.
Mr. Grado had nothing to add, Dr. Williamson had nothing to add.
The Ordinance was carried in first reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes
An Ordinance Amend & Transfer 41st Year(2015) Community Development Block Grant Funds(first reading)   Bill #1652-15
The City Clerk read the Ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in first reading.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
Mr. Grado had nothing to add, Dr. Williamson had nothing to add.
The Ordinance was carried in first reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes

Resolution #8483
Resolution to Award 2015 Street Reconstruction Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

   Mr. Grado stated on July 27, 2015 we had a public bid opening for the 2015 Street reconstruction project. We had three bidders, and HRI submitted the low bid of $793,105.60. We reviewed those bids, they were lower than our budget and our estimate, the unit costs were lower than last year's project costs due to the cost of asphalt being lower. So that enabled us to execute a change order which I didn't attach to add additional units of square yards of paving adjustments for a total of $28,670. 97. Bringing our adjusted contract to 821,776.57.  I also provided Council with a list of streets and a map showing the location and the funding sources that we have for those funds. Which will include the additional costs that Council has transferred from community development. With that I'd be happy to answer questions. This went to both Public Works and Rinance.

  Mr. Smith stated this did come to Public Works for review, our main interest is in the street reconstruction ant the rationale and the rationale was how the particular streets are going to be funded through the different barriers. When you look at this list each year, we do have quite a list of streets that we plan on doing.  I will assure you that they will meet the expectations, due to the large number of the excavations that are being done.  Our Street Inspector is a part-time person, so we are going to have to bear through this until he is able to get around to inspect all of these Street cuts which are quite unusual in number that we are seeing this year due to a lot of improvements.  We did review this and we passed this resolution with a positive recommendation to the full body of Council.
  Dr. Williamson stated a couple of issues that came up were costs, Council allocated additional funds in this year's budget and so take that was lower, the unit costs and the city is doing more paving work this year then has been typical to try to catch up on other years. Also the utilities that we held to a higher standard when they do road cuts, I think by the time this season is done we will see some real actual tangible improvement in the overall conditions of roads. Next year we need to allocate more money to Street reconstruction because we are far behind.  We were also thinking about the economic and community development as our paving plan and putting in curbing. We sent this to the full body Council with positive recommendation

  Mr. Allison stated that this is a nice balance of streets throughout the city, and there are 6 W. Of Market St. and 7 E. of Market St. So there is a good balance.

  Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes

Mr. Hall stated there is an executive session after this Council meeting. It is in the matter of personnel.

Mr. Hall said we are going to deal with the certificates of appropriateness in three sets.
Certificates of Appropriateness    HARB

   July 21, 2015  HARB - ALL ITEMS RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE NOTED

Item 2.
Williamsport College Housing Co. 
1051 West Fourth Street

A. Install security cameras on porch ceiling, soffits, rear garage and various other areas.

Paint to match trim.

Item 3.
 Williamsport College Housing Co

330/328 Susquehanna Street

A. Install security cameras on porch ceiling, soffits, and various other areas.   Paint to match trim.

Item 4. David Rizzo

726 West Third Street 

A.  Remove the remaining slate roof material.  Replace with slate gray architectural shingles.

B.  Remove standing seamed metal roofing.  Install new metal roofing.  Color:    red

Item 5. Ben Luna Mia Trust

334 Campbell Street

A.  Remove slate roofing from center mansard roof.  Cover metal ridge caps on this roof with metal bent to match original.  Install black architectural shingles.   Do not remove additional slate from other roof areas.

B. Install bronze aluminum bent stock, horizontal only, around the center tower soffit/fascia area, replacing existing metal boxing.  Match original profile and size.  

C. Install bronze aluminum around other soffit and fascia areas.  DENIED-THESE AREAS CAN BE REPAIRED
D. Wrap tower window sills & casings (wood areas, rounded windows) with bent stock- DENIED
E. Wrap other sills, casings on roof with same aluminum material.- DENIED These areas can be repaired
F. Install rubber roofing on flat roof areas.

G. Repair rotted sills, casings with wood to same appearance as original.

Item 7. Mirabito Brothers Properties

312 Park Street

A. Replace rotted clapboard with same size smooth, Hardie Plank cement board.  

B. Paint – Colors: Body- AC-24 Charlotte Slate or Evening Blue, Trim-HC-7 Bryant Gold, Accent- CW-290 English Ochre

Item 8. Mirabito Properties Inc.

338 Campbell Street

A. Remove and replace asphalt roofing as needed with Landmark Architectural shingles, pewter color.

B. Prepare and Paint previously painted areas: HC-100 Gloucester Sage  

984-Stone Hearth, 2162-40 Peanut Shell

C. Install framed tight, privacy weave lattice on porch apron.

Item 9.  Mirabito Properties, Inc.

1005 Vine Avenue

A. Prepare and Paint trim and windows – HC-30 Philadelphia Cream – trim, window.  

Retain current sage body color.  Cottage Red or Hadley Red on doors, window sashes, molding, brackets as accent.

Item 10.  Larry Paulhamus

527-527 ½ Center Place

A. Prepare and paint brick – Arroyo red  ,  Trim – Doe Beige

B. Remove existing wood windows and storms.  Install vinyl double hung replacement windows of same pane configuration as existing.  Fit existing openings without enlarging or reducing the opening.  Retain all trim and repair to original.   Match original Grid style (2/2)  Color: musket brown - DENIED These can be repaired.

C. Repair existing storm windows and wood windows.  Option to install new storm windows, interior or exterior, color to match trim.

D. Replace existing concrete steps and walks with same.

Item 11.  Larry Paulhamus

315-317  Locust Street 

A. Approved to only remove windows and install vinyl or composite double hung replacement windows of the same pane configuration as existing on the South side of property.  (3 over 1 pane style)  Fit replacement windows to existing openings without enlarging or reducing the opening.  Cut back the aluminum siding and attempt to restore sills and casings. Retain any remaining trim and repair to original.     Match original Grid style (3/1).  Approved for only the south side of the property.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve HARB’s recommendations for all items with the exception of Items 5 B&C and item 10 B.

 Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the certificates named.
The certificates were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  

Mr. Hall stated we have Mr. Paulhamus here for item number ten.

He asked for a motion to approve the items for A, C, D on number ten.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the motion.

 The certificates were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  

  M Hall stated now we are dealing with item B, number ten.  There is a representative here for this item.  
Remove existing wood windows and storms.  Install vinyl double hung replacement windows of same pane configuration as existing.  Fit existing openings without enlarging or reducing the opening.  Retain all trim and repair to original.   Match original Grid style (2/2)  Color: musket brown - DENIED These can be repaired. 
  He asked for a motion to support HARB’s decision to deny.  
Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Hall stated there is a member from HARB here as well as Mr. Paulhamus.

Mr. Hall asked Mr. Paulhamus if he knew why that HARB denied his request

  Mr. Paulhamus answered because it is in the historical district. I have to satisfy code requirements for a window, the window has to be weather tight and work freely to slide up and down and to provide egress for a tenant in case of a fire. This building is over 100 years old, with wood siding on wood, it is hard to achieve that. The replacement window would be more desirable.  There are many buildings in the immediate area that are using replacement windows, on the same block three houses away.

Dr. Williamson stated he wanted to clarify something that was in the minutes from HARB, it says Rucinski asked Paulhamus if he was satisfied with the decision in which Mr. Paulhamus replied yes.

Is that correct?

Mr. Paulhamus answered I think that was the confusion there, I think it was for item 11, I did except what they granted me there.

Dr. Williamson stated will it is listed under number 10

Mr. Paulhamus stated because I would like it put in the minutes that I did not agree with their decision.

 Dr. Williamson asked if those windows were installed in recent years?

  Mr. Paulhamus answered yes in the last five years there and it was three houses away, there are 19 windows in that building and they are all replacement Windows.
Dr. Williamson asked if he explored the repairing of the windows that they suggested?

Mr. Paulhamus stated I am very familiar with windows, and they are not repairable. In the winter time you have to take the stocks up so they don't rattle and in the summertime when it swells they get stuck.

  Mr. Hall stated so in terms for where we are, you agreed with everything that item 10 B, and you were saying that they are not repairable and there's another property three doors away where vinyl windows have been allowed.

Dr. Williamson stated when someone come to HARB, what they normally would do is present what they would want, do you present anything to HARB?  So you did not present any of those?

  Mr. John DeSantas, a member of HARB for about 12 years, stated he did not present us with what he is planning to do and under the secretary of the interior standards, of existing windows are installing storm windows. All and in-kind replacement is always an option but that was not presented to us.

 Dr. Williamson stated so what was presented was I want to replace these windows and so the position of HARB was, we believe them to be repairable, either with standalone and in the absence of any viable options, that remains the position until another option is presented.

  Mr. DeSantas said  we are very flexible on windows that are not facing the street, it is more important on windows facing the street, this building is about 100 years old,  inaudible….a lot of vinyl windows are disposable windows. We do have to be careful we are dealing with the secretary of the interior standards.
 Mr. Hall asked how do you make the determination that the windows could be repaired?

Mr. DeSantas replied until you see otherwise, with windows are made to be repaired, vinyl windows are not.

Mr. Hall asked if anyone from HARB went to see the windows?

  Mr. DeSantas replied we have seen the windows from the outside………

Ms. Miele stated I don't know that it falls in the responsibility of HARB to go and check….I live in the historic district and with a little bit of care, the windows will work, I also meet all of codes standards. 

  Dr. Williamson asked how long has he owned the building…answer was audible. ……..
  Dr. Williamson asked if he had the intended replacement window chosen?  Are you willing to take that to HARB to show them your replacement?  Dr. Williamson stated he suggested to work with them further.

  Mr. Hall stated we have 30 days to determine this because it is deemed “nothing” the ordinance needs to be re-written.

  Dr. Williamson stated the practical way would be for him to go back to the HARB board and show them what he does want to replace them with.

  Mr. Hall stated what will happen if we will vote for HARB, you can do all the work you want and then go back to HARB with materials and reapply to them and have them look at what you have and give them a chance to say yes or no again.

Dr. Williamson stated and my suggestion in your application, if you believe those windows are not repairable, they need evidence of that to recommend an alternative.

Ms. Miele stated if they were looking that they were not repairable……inaudible.

  Mr. Paulhamus asked as far as 319 Locust St, why weren’t they repaired?

Mr. DeSantas stated that we have no knowledge, it is a case by case approval…..

He stated he will go back and look for the history on that.

  Mr. Allison had a question for Chief Heinbach, regarding codes and fires, do we look at those things as far as egress in ways of escape?

  Chief Heinbach stated if it is a rental it would fall under the rental inspection program that we would look at the windows. If it is just owner occupied we would not look at it.

Mr. Paulhamus, stated it is a rental and I was told to fix the windows.

Mr. Noviello stated I am just a bit confused, the historic board does not have an obligation to go and see if it needs to be repaired, if you don't, how would you know that these windows are not repaired if you go don’t go down and look at the windows?

  Mr. DeSantas stated the only thing that HARB is charged with is maintaining the historic character. It does not have anything to do with how the building is used internally for how a dysfunctional.

  Mr. Noviello, I still don't understand how they can deny something if they don't take a look at it first.

Mr. DeSantas stated we just can’t blankly approve……

Mr. Noviello stated maybe Mr. DeSantas could suggest that someone could go take a look from time to time at these properties.

  Mr. Noviello stated if that is the case, do you want to call Codes.

Mr. DeSantas stated that Joe Gerardi is on the Board.

Mr. Skip Smith stated that he might be “grandfathered” in because of his investment before the HARB board was created.  He asked legally how does that affect him..
  Mr. J. David Smith stated that law does not apply to HARB, that is one of the exceptions, there are no exceptions to HARB.  We purchased our building two years before 1975, and we are still covered by HARB and we follow their rules.

  Mr. Skip Smith stated when you buy property and you know it is in HARB, then you spend the bucks to fix things.  He asked Mr. DeSantas if they just stand on the ground and determine….

Mr. DeSantas stated we just try to minimize things……inaudible.

Mr. Smith asked if Mr. Paulhamus went on internet and do a search to check on windows that could be approved….maybe they will approve ….. It seems to me that there needs to be more communication between the two groups. Therefore if it were my house I would go to them with as much material as I could. Maybe you can come to some compromise.

Ms. Miele stated the programs can make about the properties in the district, the best way to look at this is that they are innocent until proven guilty and the burden of proof lies on the property owner to prove that repair is no longer possible. There are potential reasons that it could not be possible. We have people exceptionally well-versed on historical styles and in preservation on the HARB board and these people are far more qualified than I am to say whether or not something is reputable. I am inclined to say that these are the experts we have on this board and we need to respect that.

  Dr. Williamson stated my only comment is to get respect to the question at hand, to support HARB’s recommendation would be a yes vote.

Mr. Hall stated that is correct and then he would come forward with this item in the future. He asked for a vote.

The denial was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  

Mr. Hall stated he has another one, item number 5, I need a motion to approve HARB.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
The HARB certificate was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  

       Accept for filing: 



Finance Committee Meeting Minutes 6/23/15



Public Works Minutes 06/09/15



Williamsport Water & Sanitary Minutes 04/22/15



Controller Report June 2015

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the minutes for filing.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

The minutes were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.  Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  

Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, August 27, 2015 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. There will be an executive session immediately following this meeting on the matter of personnel. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)  
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



          Monday, August 10 
               12:00 PM   Planning Commission








    4:00 PM   Recreation Committee Meeting



          



                 6:00 PM   Citizen’s Corp Training


 
          Tuesday, Aug 11

                12:00 PM  Williamsport Authority Board







                  7:00 PM  HARB 



          Wednesday, Aug 12 
                  3:30 PM  O&E Pension



          Monday, Aug 17


     6:00 PM  Citizen’s Corp Training



          Tuesday, Aug 18   

  10:00  AM  Blighted Property



          Wednesday, Aug 19

    6:00  PM  Grand Slam Parade



          Thursday, Aug. 20

  10:30  AM  Zoning Hearing Board








    4:00  PM  Board of Health



           Monday, Aug 24


  12:00  PM  Planning Commission








    4:00  PM  Recreation Commission








    6:00  PM  Citizen’s Corp Training



          Tuesday, Aug 25


  12:00  PM  Public Works







                 3:30  PM  Finance Committee



         Wed.   Aug 26


 11:30  AM   Redevelopment Committee



         Thurs. Aug 27


   7:30  PM   City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]











 Adjournment
Mr. Hall asked for any comments from members of Council

  Ms. Miele stated there is an AD HOC meeting on Tuesday, August 25 following the Finance meeting on amusement tax ordinance.

Mrs. Katz stated just wanted to make a note, that tomorrow this first Friday and it is kids first Friday downtown. Saturday we also have fun in the sun in Brandon Park. So this is a kids weekend.  Also the  Chamber wanted me to ask Council about the Grand Slam Parade and Janice will send you an e-mail of anybody who wants to participate in the Grand Slam Parade.

Mr. Hall asked for any comments from the administration….none…the general public…none

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adjourn
Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Allison and a second by Ms. Miele.

Motion was carried by unanimous “ayes’ at   10:05   PM

Janice M. Frank
City Clerk 
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado 


	Mr. Joe Gerardi absent


	Mr. Joseph Pawlak 
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	Mr. Bill Wright, S&P absent	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief
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	Sol. J. David Smith
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