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  Thursday, August 7, 2014







    



  Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, August 7, 2014 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Randy Allison and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

     Approval of the July 24, 2014 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Mr. Noviello  and Mrs. Katz second and a roll call of six yes  votes. There were no questions or comments.  (Vote 6/0) Dr. Williamson was absent, 
Limited Courtesy of the Floor
There were no requests for this evening.

Ordinance #6262
An Ordinance Amending Article 522 Restricting Parking in Certain Residential/institutional Areas(final reading) Bill # 1629-14

The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.

Mr. Noviello made a motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.
Mr. Grado stated he had nothing to add.

Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions, there were none.

The ordinance was carried on final reading with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0. Dr. Williamson was absent.

An Ordinance Amending an Ordinance of the City of Williamsport being known as Council Bill# 2868, Approved January 21, 1961, as Amended, establishing Stop Signs, Parking Signs, & other Changes to the Traffic Code & Amending Traffic Control Maps (first reading) Bill#1630-14
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.

  Mr. Grado stated, these are traffic control changes that have undergone the 90 day trial and are before Council for first reading. These changes that were presented to the Public Works Committee earlier this week. I know there was questions regarding a couple of them and I can address some of them.
  Mr. Smith, this came to Public Works on Tuesday of this week, two of these install no parking anytime signs and we had a discussion concerning the rationale behind why these areas were to be posted. One of them is on W. 3rd St. on the south side between Grier & Susquehanna St and the other is was install new parking anytime on W. 3rd St. on the north side between Susquehanna & Park Sts.  Mr. Wright did not have the rationale behind why there was a request for those areas because they are in the areas of Penn College and the students had used that previously for parking. So, not having the rationale, we debated whether to send this on to Council without a recommendation or we requested further information. The further information provided from an e-mail, the rationale behind it was it would make it easier for snow plowing. We felt that was pretty much vague.  He did some checking on it himself and spoke with several people that were knowledgeable of the situation. I do very much agree with the rationale that was given to me, it seems what happens around these colleges, is that the students parked there, and they leave their car some time for two or three weeks and never move them. We do have a city ordinance that says 72 hours and they can be ticketed and they can be removed after that. The problem lies, in the winter time, when the cars are parked along there, they are not moved, the plows come by two or three times and then you have a foot or a foot and a half of snow in front of the cars.  Then the students come back to school, back to their cars a week later, and they tend is through the ice and snow out into the middle of the street because there is no place else to throw it.  So the rationale was due to the snow plowing situation with the cars being parked there for extensive periods of time, I think that is a legitimate issue and I know that has been an issue at Lycoming College also.  He stated he has seen the situation whether snow is piled up. We did vote and we sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation for all of the traffic changes. 

  Mr. Noviello, stated to be much agrees with the rationale to a point but to address Mr. Smith's comments, the parking that takes place on W. 3rd St. is partly commuter students. There are very few people that parked there for weeks at a time.  I do understand the safety factor with kids coming in and the need for plowing safety.

  Mr. Smith stated the one thing he forgot to add was Mr. Wright told us the signs were installed in two locations on December 13, 2013. The city had received absolutely no negative remarks from the college or the students and in my checking today, I was told the same thing by the college. They had not received any complaints from the students. That has been posted since last year. Apparently the city has received no complaints and the college has not either.

  Mr. Allison asked if Mr. Markley or Mr. Wright had any conversations with the College prior….?

  Mr. Grado answered yes they have. They have had conversations with the security and the police Department and it really is at the college request, it was kind of in a mutual thing.  The City had agreed, and the college had asked about it. We have had discussions with them.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any more comments or questions.

The ordinance was carried on first reading with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Dr. Williamson was absent.
Accept for filing: 

 
Controller/Treasurer Report 06/30/14


Public Safety Committee Minutes 06/03/14
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept this for filing.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

The minutes were carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0. Dr. Williamson was absent.
Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, September 4, 2014 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




      Monday, Aug 11

  
 12:00 PM  Planning Commission 



      Tuesday, Aug 12


   7:00 PM  HARB


                   Friday, Aug 15
                           12:00 PM  Housing Appeal Board

                        Tuesday, Aug 19


 10:00 AM  Blighted Property Meeting



      Thursday, Aug 22


 10:30 AM  Zoning Hearing Board



      Monday, Aug 25


 12:00 PM  Planning Commission



      Tuesday, Aug 26


   1:00 PM  Public Works








   3:30 PM  Finance Meeting


                   Wednesday, Aug 27


 11:30 AM  Redevelopment Authority



      Tuesday, Sept 2

              12:00 PM  Public Safety


                   Thursday, Sept. 4


   7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]










Mr. Hall stated that brings us to the end of the agenda.  He stated he had a report that he would like to pass to everyone and all department heads. It is a synopsis.  In listening and talking with Council people and reading committee minutes and in sitting down with Council people and also through e-mail and texting, Council had a number of concerns in wanting reports for some of the things that Council has done with the administration over the past year. And in particular, a report being done to Council by the administration in time for the upcoming budget.  He stated is not going to sit here and read them all, they are pretty self-explanatory.  But basically the reports that Council are requesting from the administration are things that we have heard in these Council meeting, the surveillance camera update, the landlord tenant update and what has happened and how it is working.  The Civil Service Commission which went out of existence in May, we can't develop a civil service board without appointments by the Mayor. Report on the records management system, I think we spent $350,000 and I've heard several people that it's working, it would be kind of cool to see how it works, I understand that it can take maps and color codes and tell us where hotspots are. I hear that it is going okay that's just Street talk. The Recreation program in terms of containing the hard data of what is going on with recreation program. Any contact from the administration on succession plan, that idea is we simply note that a number of our longtime department heads and other experience people are leaving soon in the next couple of years, in terms of retiring. We need to really start planning on how we are going to replace them without losing the experience that they will take with them. Another councilperson also asked about the IT department, an update on where that is at in terms of what has been fix what needs to be fixed and now the servers are going. There are several people that have asked about an update on the bond issue, we issued a bond, I am assuming we receive the money, I heard that it might be sitting in an account somewhere but I don't know. And then we would like to know the expenditures on any of that $20 million. And then there are other issues with the city brush pile, that is basically looking at anything we can do to improve service to the public without excessive amounts of overtime. That is basically it, the idea of doing this report was requested by four Council people, and they wanted to do it now because we will not meet again until September 4, 2014. The administration will have a month or more to compile the data for the reports that they can give is throughout the month of September or October. So when we go into the budget session we will have an idea of where we are standing in terms of the budget. He asked for any comments from other members of Council.
  Mrs. Katz stated she just wanted to inform the public of what is going on the rest of the month. August is a month that is devoted to kids and family. We just finished our kids first Friday which was terrific. On Saturday, August 9, in Brandon Park from 11 to 2 there are puppet shows, rides on the fire trucks, and vendors. Wednesday, August 13, is Joel Garrison day at Memorial Park. This is an event that has been going on for decades and this is a free event for kids with pony rides, police and fire trucks and there will be free pizza and ice cream for all the kids and this is from 11 AM to 3 PM. The Grand Slam parade is also August 13 and then we end the month with Williamsport Welcomes the World which is August 22 and that is from 5 PM to 10 PM. This event was started by the Mayor and along with the Chamber to bring business to the downtown. We appreciate that. This event brings thousands of people downtown, and it is a great event and all the kids games are free. We even have a dunk tank and we are looking for volunteers. That is it, come down to bring your families and enjoy.
 Mr. Hall asked for other comments from Council & Administration.  There were none.

Scott Miller, 822 Tucker St.

   In the last few weeks, I have personally talked with three landlords that own multiple properties in Williamsport.  All of them have had issues with drugs users and dealers at their properties at one time or another.  All of them have expressed to me that they have been harassed, threatened, and intimidated by these druggies.
  I also have spoken with a number of good citizens that live in those areas.  They too have had threats made against them if they spoke up or pointed  out the druggies to the police.  Even Captain Miller said he had to endure taunts and such growing up a child of a police officer.  He has even said that he chooses not to live in Williamsport so his family does not have to put up with the potential risks associated with him being a police officer.  So if a police officer and his family can’t feel safe in Williamsport, how are regular citizens supposed to feel safe in Williamsport?
  Furthermore, based on cases published in the Sun-Gazette, we have a criminal justice system that appears to operate like a revolving door at times.  I read in the paper where the police arrest people that openly admit they are hooked on hard drugs and are committing those crimes to support their habit, only to be allowed back onto our streets to commit new crimes. I understand that we can’t lock all of them up and throw away the key, nor should we, but shouldn’t we put them into detox and get them un-hooked before releasing them back into open society?

  I contend that those people are "a threat to themselves or others" and as such meet the legal threshold of being involuntarily committed until they no longer present a danger to themselves or others. The only reason I can see that they are not, is for government to save money. But isn't the government supposed to protect me and my property? If you or your businesses are robbed, or your house or business is broken into, so that a person can support his or her habit, has the government done you any favors? Has the government lived up to their duty, constitutionally speaking? Who compensates We the People for our losses? Surely not the government. They don't care and if they do prove it. A few years back I and neighbors reported a drug house and nothing was ever done. So I say again prove it with actions not time-wasting meetings, feel-good speeches, and photo ops for the newspaper! 
  If the Government is unable or unwilling to fulfill its duties say so! Stop with your empty promises and solve the crime and drug problems we are facing. 
Mr. Hall stated thank you.  Mr. Hall told Mayor Campana that he appreciates Capt. Orwig’s updates in what is going on where these houses are closing. We got a report today about some very large heroin drug trafficking coming in from New York City where they intercepted in Luzerene County and Carbon County before it got here.  And we are in the process of closing down another house in another neighborhood. So, having those updates keeps us aware. 
  Mr. Allison, stated at a public safety meeting we talked about a Facebook page that the Williamsport police has, there is a lot of information on there for the citizens to see the progress they are making and it is really timely. As soon as it happens, you get all the details so you don't have to go out on the street hear bits and pieces and get the story wrong. That's another opportunity for us and people to be informed.

  Mr. Noviello stated to follow-up on that, in addition, we are also told when the drug arrests are made and how many bags of heroin, and there were people that were caught on probation and parole.  I feel that it is necessary to say that the media does not always report everything that we are priced up on Council.  It may sound like feel-good, but is not feel good when you talk to the officers.   It is a serious, often times lifetime threatening scenario. I don't see the feel-good aspect of that. We are making a lot of progress, in the public safety committee, we talked about the ordinance that is the motion is working pretty well and it just takes more follow-up with the process and I'm sure that we will be looking at updates soon.

  Mr. Hall stated, that is with the reports are all about. We may have political differences, and we may have different disagreements over budgets, and we may have disagreements over what street ought to be one way, and what ought to be two way, and stop signs and all that, but I think the one thing that everybody in this room has a unified agreement on, in this war on heroin, we must win.  We will do everything that we can, every tool that we can't do that. We are all on the same page with that.

He called for a motion to adjourn.

 Adjournment





Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Noviello  and second to motion by Ms. Miele.  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at 7:53 PM.













Janice Frank, City Clerk  
Attached to minutes are the reports requested by Council Members to the Administration.

REPORTS AND UPDATES - City Council - August 2014 


As we look to the upcoming budget season we believe we need to take time to review all of the 

projects, programs and initiatives passed by Council recently. This is the only meeting in August 

2014 and we believe the next month should be used by the Administration to develop reports 

for City Council and for the public on the City's progress, so we can make the best decisions 
possible for the 2015 budget as well as in the years to come. Beginning with our September 4 
meeting and continuing through September and October the full body of City Council would like 
to hear full reviews on the following initiatives and changes. 


Surveillance Camera System 

Over 4 years ago Council authorized the use of a grant to install a city run surveillance camera system. 

Cameras have been installed and in use for a while. Council wants updates on their maintenance, their 

effectiveness in reducing crime, a report of systems in place for who reviews and monitors them, any 

issues with the cameras or the monitoring system along with the corrective actions taken to address 

those issues, and anything else that would be helpful in making decisions about budgeting for expansion

of the system if in fact the data indicates that is the direction we should go. 


Landlord-tenant Ordinance 

Last year the Council approved a landlord-tenant ordinance proposed by the administration. This 

Council requires an update on the number and nature of closures and other events associated with the 

enforcement of the Landlord-Tenant Ordinance, as well as issues with enforcement and any complaints 

pending. Along with this we want to hear about any systemic problems with enactment as well as any 

corrective action taken to address those problems. Council also budgeted for an increase in the number 

of codes officers to help enforce this ordinance and needs to know the status of number of staff along 

with where they may be in the process of training. 


Civil Service Commission 
In January 2014 the state legislature enacted a revised 3rd class city code. This is basically the law 

regarding what cities can and cannot do. One of the requirements was the dissolution of the existing 

Fire Civil Service Commission and the Police Civil Service Commission and merging them into one Civil

Service Commission to be appointed by the Mayor. When the former Commissions were dissolved we 

had enacted a new ordinance creating a new Commission that met the requirements set forth by the 

state legislature. To date there have been no appointments. This means that we have no Civil Service 

Commission in place. The results are that we cannot repopulate our lists for hiring police and 

firefighters. Council would like to know when the Mayor will make these appointments. 


Records Management System 
Council recently authorized the purchase of a police records management system at a cost of $350,000

We want a report on its implementation and effectiveness as well as its ability to be expanded to codes 

and fire as promised. 


Recreation Program 

Several years ago Council authorized the re-creation of a city Recreation Department. We want a report 

containing hard data (numbers served, hours and location at which people are served etc), total 

number of staff hours along with related costs, where that money is coming (as we understand 

additional programs with additional staff were added in at least three city parks for which Council did not budget), as well as plans for future growth in 2015. Also included should be an update on Memorial 


Succession Planning 

While today's needs may be pressing, the city has future needs which must be dealt with today. Many of 

our most skilled and knowledgeable employees will be retiring within the next few years. Without 

qualified successors in place to be trained by those outgoing employees, the city stands to lose record 

quantities of experience and ability in almost every department. Report on plans that are in place to 

replace these valuable employees and all of the knowledge they will be taking with them in the next 

several years. 


IT Department 

Several years ago Council authorized the creation of an Information Technologies Department. We 

would like a full report on concerns that have been addressed regarding computer systems, e-mail 

issues, server issues, wiring concerns and any other things that have been addressed as well as a report

on those things that need to be addressed in 2015. 


Bond issue 

Earlier this year, Council authorized a $20,000,000 bond issue to deal with a number of infrastructure 

improvements. It was also to address maintenance issues that had been deferred for much too long. 

Council would like a report on the income status of that money. When Council authorized the bond 

issue it also authorized a plan, agreed to by the Administration, for using it. Council needs to know 

what, if any of that money, has been expended or if we need to make changes in that expenditure plan. 


City brush pile 
The Administration recently made changes in its policy for access by the public to the City-run brush pile. 

Based on reports there seem to be some issues to address regarding that policy. We want a full report

on the policy and implementation of the policy, any systemic issues resulting from that policy and any 

planned changes to address those issues that may exist. 


Conclusion 
We are fortunate to live in a beautiful, vibrant city in the middle of a remarkable renaissance. It 

is the function of city government to work together to help all the people of Williamsport enjoy 

a decent quality of life. It is also the function of city government to plan for the future and to 

be proactive in addressing current and future problems. To that end we would like to have 

these reports finished and presented to Council by the end of October so the 2015 budget can 

be used to continue to improve the lives of all of our citizens. 

Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado


	Mr. Joe Gerardi absent


	Mr. Joseph Pawlak absent


	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. absent


          Mr. Gary Knarr absent


	Mr. Bill Wright, S&P absent	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief


	Greg Foresman, Police Chief,absent 


	Chief Heinbach absent


	Sol. Norman Lubin


	Janice Frank, City Clerk


	Members of News Media	


	Members of the news media


	





Council members present:


	Bill Hall, President  


	Jonathan Williamson, Vice President   absent	Bill Hall, Councilman


	Bonnie Katz, Councilwoman  


	Don Noviello, Councilman 


	N. Clifford Smith, Councilman	Randall J. Allison, Councilman


	Elizabeth Miele, Councilwoman 


	Randall Allison, Councilman t 














