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                        Williamsport, PA
Councilman Randy Allison brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, August 27, 2015 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Skip Smith and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

With the absence of Council President Hall and Vice President Dr. Williamson, the meeting was presented to the public by Councilman Randy Allison.
         Approval of the August 6, 2015 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Mrs. Katz and a second of Mr. Noviello  with a roll call of four yes votes.  The vote was 4 to 0.  Mr. Hall was absent, Dr. Williamson was absent and Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.
Limited Courtesy of the Floor

There was no courtesy of the floor.
Mr. Allison changed the order of the agenda.

HARB – Certificates of Appropriateness

ALL ITEMS RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

Item 2.            . Thomas Deans

331 Center Street

A. Paint exterior – D62-6 Dark Green Velvet   body D62-4 Spruce Shade    trim & sashes   – similar to existing

Item 3             Way’s Garden 

West Fourth Street

A. Aluminum Light fixture and fluted pole style.  Fixture style will match existing street light style.  

B. Install gateway entry near Maynard Alley on Maynard St. .  Style similar to existing gateway on West Fourth & Elmira / Trinity Place.   

Item 4.            Jeremy Reidy

321 Center Street

A. Remove wooden steps and 2x4 handrail from the rear of the North side porch in preparation for installation of a handicapped platform lift.   

B. Install concrete pad and sidewalk.  Reuse salvaged sections of slate. 

C. Install power lift at former location of wooden steps.  Porch banister with spindles will not be disturbed.  

D.   Remove vinyl lattice from this porch.  Install framed, wooden, tight weave lattice around porch apron.
Mr. Allison asked for a motion to approve the HARB recommendations. Mr. Noviello made a motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Allison asked for a vote on the certificates.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes.  Mr. Hall was absent, and Dr. Williamson was absent. The certificates of appropriateness were approved with five yes roll call votes.

Mr. Allison changed the order of the agenda to number 11.

Certificate of Appropriateness – U Haul, 238 Penn St.
Mr. Gerardi stated this certificate of appropriateness is to add four decorative canvas of various sizes and looks to be placed on each side of the building.  A certificate of appropriateness was issued in October of 2014 for the colors and the exterior of the building which was completed.  At that time the company which was U-Haul was in negotiations with Little League for licensing to be able to place two of them up on his building.  Attached you will see four drawings showing what they looked like.  Mr. Albarano who was the contractor on the job is here tonight.  This was supposed to go through the Planning Commission, July 27th, it had not and has not been active since because we haven’t had a quorum since then.   It has not gone with the Planning Commission so I did not want to hold it up any longer.  There is a representative here if there are any questions.

Mr. Allison asked for a motion to approve the certificate.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Mr. Allison asked if there were any questions.

Mrs. Katz stated first of all, this looks really great when you are driving down the highway.  I was very pleased that Little League gave permission.  It adds to what our city is about and I do love the way presentation of this building is, it really looks good. It looks clean and attractive. I was pleased to see this.
Mr. Noviello stated I don’t see anything extraordinary about this, is there anything that we should be aware of about this building?

Mr. Gerardi answered, no but it is the way we look at these. It is a banner, there is no advertisement, it is artistic canvas, it is actually photographs that are placed on a canvas that is attached to a building. Very similar to what we have next-door and the paintings down the road.

Mr. Smith stated, as we look this over, on the first page and second page, there are pictures of people, what is the purpose of that?

Mr. Gerardi stated you can talk to the representative on that, it does match the color scheme of the building, I can't answer that, that is up to the owner.

  Mr. John Albarano, you are referring to the non-Little League photos, I think that is just an attempt to convey it is an indoor storage facility.  There is one on the East side and on the south side of the street.

Mr. Smith stated obviously you have the right to put this thing there, it just seems very strange to put somebody's picture there, maybe I could get my picture put there.

  Mr. Albarana answered, you can, I believe we have a market campaign, you can get your picture on the U-Haul truck.

  Mr. Smith stated you obviously have the right to put anything on there, I can understand the Little League stuff….

  Mr. Albarano answered the two non-Little League images are the typical once they put on their buildings. The typical view of these buildings would have those types of pictures on all four sides. In larger markets if there is some type icon makes that is particular for the city, they like to put that on a building.  35 years ago they actually put Little League baseball on one of their trucks about 35 years ago.  I would tend to think the pictures stay on, but if they do change it they would have to come back in here and get approval to change it.  These were always intended to be placed on this building, but when the original submission was sent to the city they had not reached a license agreement with Little League Baseball.  Little League wanted to specify and state what images will be placed on the building.
  Mr. Smith stated the building looks very nice, it has done a good job in painting it.

  Mr. Allison asked if there were any more questions.  He asked for a vote on the certificate.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes.  Mr. Hall was absent, Dr. Williamson was absent. The certificates of appropriateness were approved with five yes roll call votes.  The vote was 5 to 0.
  Brodart Neighborhood Improvement Program Presentation

Kim Wheeler stated they were here to give an over view of the Bro-Dart program.  This program has been a great success to date. She brought with her newspaper articles and publicity that this program has received. This program exemplifies the meeting of partnerships. She wanted to remind everybody that this program was developed in 2012 as a response to a County study that reviewed the impacts in the housing markets. Also as well as the desire to purchase the old Bro-Dart place.  She reviewed each slide …Brownfield and a Greenfield program.. There are three components….Memorial Homes, which is approximately 72 units of residential units on 3.4 acres of land and projected to be about $17.4 million project in total. The second component is the Grove St. Commons, which is a senior housing, independent senior housing complex that is currently in construction and will equal 32 new units. The third component which is the Bro-Dart neighborhood improvement program, there were over 100 structures that are going to be affected in one way shape or form in the form of rehabilitation, and that area is approximately hundred 50 structures surrounding the former Bro-Dart warehouse site.   She spoke about each project separately.  She talked about all the partners in the mix and introduced Mary Rucinski.

  Mary Rucinski stated the 2014 Fare Funds, the first FARE funds that we received that included funding for renovations to privately owned existing rental properties. We received $200,000 for that purpose and as the side said it is to upgrade existing housing. We are looking for code violations and we expect them, right now we have a 11 for this program.  We have two projects that are out for bid and one project is just about ready to go out for bid. We are still taking applications as they come in. Applications can be obtained in the Community Development office.  She showed a map of what projects are going on right now.  The program itself offers 0% interest, a 10 year deferred forgiveness grant, and it is for the rental properties owners, the program does require an investment of at least 15% of whatever funding is put into the project from the rental property owner. The FARE money requires that we target certain segments of the rental population. It is actually the tenant’s income that determines eligibility.  We target tenant populations within an income   below the median of $28,200. That is not adjusted for family size. Anyone with incomes exceeding that amount, could potentially be eligible.  The work is performed by bids with licensed contractors throughout the city. They are selected by the property owner and we do require competitive bidding.
  John Grado stated his part of this is for coordinating the street enhancement program.  We have had numerous meetings with neighbors, they have identified certain items within the neighborhood. One of those areas was the intersection of Oliver, W. 4th St. and Beeber Street. That is as far as providing a safe location. That area is very confusing it is only second to confusion corner. It is very difficult for pedestrians to cross the street because of the wide expanse. As you know there are a number of sidewalks there in that area that are very poor. They identified a difficulty in crossing W. 4th St. because the buses are moving to the East, and they drop off passengers on the south side of W. 4th St. Because we have done all of this work in here, DCED saw fit to provide funds.   We have $1 million and we have identified a million and 1/2 of improvements needed so then we went to our priorities. He went on to explain the different variations. We worked with Penn Dot and Larson Design Group.  What was decided this to have pedestrian access with crosswalks.
  Rachael Abbot, of STEP, Inc. & Jeff Dawson, our role is actually the Homes and Needs program, it actually had its 10th anniversary this year. This program was developed in cooperation with STEP as well as the County commissioners in 2005 to address homes that we were have on waiting lists. These homes have had issues of health and safety to exterior and interior work, heating and plumbing and code violations. Currently we have about a 600 person waiting list across the two counties. When this project was approached by us, we thought it would be great to do a more localized program. The program itself, the purpose is to upgrading existing housing and to provide plans of people to be able to live in their homes. We have had 48 applicants from this neighborhood which is actually 50% of the people in the neighborhood. Overall we have 20 people on the waiting list, The people already done and the other half is in the waiting phase. We have three jobs currently in process and 16 jobs waiting in the average over $16,000. Currently the application process is closed. .She continued to show slides about the work that was completed.  We go into the home to look at all the key areas within the home. Then they prioritize the projects and work with Codes.

  Arianne Moser, Project Manager for Habitat for Humanity.  Our program has $50,000 in funds that are dedicated to this program. We utilize volunteers and current neighborhood homeowners to do minor exterior work and cleanup.   After STEP does sliding, sometimes we go in and revamp.  We have currently completed six homes and we are still taking applications.  We utilize our staff, our board, and volunteers. We have had other organizations, help us out such as the Cross Cutters.  Habitat for Humanity, locally we were incorporated in 1986, we have worked on 50 homes in our service area. In addition to building those homes we are moving and broadening our service. With Brush With Kindness, we focus landscaping, cleaning up and minor repairs.  When it comes to painting of the home we actually hire the contractor because we are not certified to do with. She showed the photos. We to ask people to do their sweat equity which is part of the agreement to build their homes.
  Kim Wheeler discussed the funding strategy.  We have received $2.9 million to date and we get our funding from the     PHARE funds.  The project is so important because this project in total targeted the County’s only City, there is no decline in resources, what is exciting about this program is this project puts all of those resources back into the City.
  Mr. Allison stated it was an impressive tag team tonight and we thank all of you.

Mrs. Katz stated this is fantastic and what is brought in is absolutely beautiful..  She asked John Grado about the Beeber St. pedestrian traffic.

  John Grado stated we just couldn’t get the turning for trucks…Larson Design could not get the truck traffic through that.  Penn Dot was really hesitate to provide an access.   There will be marked cross walks at the corners.  There was discussion as to why this could not be done.  He talked about the safe crossing that will be in place.  We couldn’t get the radius to handle all of the truck traffic for that area.  We are extending this out a little bit further.  It is all improved sidewalk on Oliver St.  There is a retaining wall that will be placed here.  We are putting a rain guard in there to collect the rain and meet our MS4 requirements.
  Mr. Smith stated in order to keep with the discussion, as John pointed out, it is a very low crash area there and studies indicated it would cause more crashes.  We can only protect pedestrians to a certain level.  You have to protect yourselves.  Citizens have to take some responsibility for themselves.  He stated he agrees with Larson Design and Penn Dot.  This started many years ago when the idea was brought up that this Bro-Dart building should be bought….when you look at the dollars spent, you can certainly see that when a lot of different organizations are put in place, you get a lot of things done.  The Bro-Dart project has 80% occupancy and will soon be 100%.  He thanked everyone for all their hard work and the area looks so nice now.

  Ms. Miele stated she appreciates this also, it is not just a big appealing development, but makes the neighborhood strong.  The selection of the different entities shows how crucial it was to get each one involved.    She said the ability for them all to work together was impressive.

  Mr. Noviello stated his thoughts were pretty much stated, this was a long term project.  Years ago, he was surprised when taking a walk there before the project.  He stated the safety factors that needed to be addressed at that time.  He appreciates all the efforts of everyone who was involved and proud we have enough people that were placed together to do what they have accomplished.
  Mr. Allison quoted from a newspaper article about Williamsport’s complex built on Brownfield is filling the need for housing and providing in so many different levels.  It has been a pleasure to be involved in this and I thank everyone involved.

Subdivision 1 lot-Bryan G. Dunlop 1904 Devon Rd

Mr. Allison asked for a motion on this subdivision.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Knarr stated, this is a one lot subdivision proposal. This is to subdivide the 15,000 ft.² parcel to one parcel and added to two parcels. The one parcel will contain little over an acre and a half and the other property will contain a little over 25,000 ft.². Both do have access to Devon Rd.  it was reviewed by County. County's comments are number two and I do have the revised drawing. It did not go through the Planning Commission because we were not able to get the quorum for the last month. I do have a representative here at this time.
Mr. Allison asked for a vote on the subdivision.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes.  Mr. Hall was absent, Dr. Williamson was absent. The sub-division was approved with five yes roll call votes.  The vote was 5 to 0.
Ordinance # 6284
An Ordinance Amend & Transfer 38th Year(2012) Community Development Block Grant Funds(final reading)  Bill# 1649-15
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Allison asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Miele.
Mr. Allison asked for a voted on the ordinance.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes.  Mr. Hall was absent, and Dr. Williamson was absent. The ordinance was approved in final reading with five yes roll call votes.  The vote was 5 to 0.
Ordinance # 6285
An Ordinance Amend & Transfer 39th Year (2013) Community Development Block Grant Funds(final reading) Bill# 1650-15
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Allison asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes.  Mr. Hall was absent, and Dr. Williamson was absent. The ordinance was approved in final reading with five yes roll call votes.  The vote was 5 to 0.
Ordinance #6286
An Ordinance Amend & Transfer 40th Year (2014) Community Development Block Grant Funds(final reading) Bill# 1651-15
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Allison asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.

Mr. Allison asked for a vote on the ordinance.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes.  Mr. Hall was absent and Dr. Williamson was absent. The ordinance was  approved in final reading with five yes roll call votes.  The vote was 5 to 0.
Ordinance # 6287
An Ordinance Amend & Transfer 41st Year(2015) Community Development Block Grant Funds(final reading) Bill# 1652-15
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Allison asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Mr. Allison asked for a vote on the ordinance.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes.  Mr. Hall was absent and Dr. Williamson was absent. The ordinance was  approved in final reading with five yes roll call votes.  The vote was 5 to 0.
Accept for filing: 



Finance Committee Meeting Minutes 7/07/15



Public Works Minutes 07/21/15



Public Safety Minutes 08/04/15


Mr. Allison asked for a motion to approve the minutes.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Allison asked for a vote on the minutes.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, and Mr. Allison voted yes.  Mr. Hall was absent and Dr. Williamson was absent. The minutes were approved with 5 yes roll call votes.  The vote was 5 to 0.
Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, Sept. 10, 2015 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



          Friday, August 28 
               WILLIAMSPORT WELCOMES THE WORLD



          Tuesday, Sept 1

                12:00 PM  Public Safety Committee



          Monday, Sept 7


  LABOR DAY HOLIDAY  CITY HALL CLOSED



          Tuesday, Sept 8


   12:00 PM  Public Works








   12:00 PM  Fair Housing (scr)



          Wednesday, Sept 9

     3:30 PM  O&E Pension



          Thurs. Sept 10


   7:30  PM   City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]










Mr. Allison asked if there were any comments from the public.

Mr. Ronald Nelson, 2312 West Fourth St.

I was just wondering, I have some potholes behind my house and it has done damage to my car several times as well as other people. These potholes have been there for over four years. They have not been patched. My road does not get plowed at all. I just wondered why I am paying all these taxes that I'm paying. If my roads ain't going to get taking care of.

Mr. Allison stated he does not have an answer to this question since I and I don't think anyone here does tonight but we will look into it.

Mr. Nelson said you all are the City of Williamsport, aint ya all supposed to see that the streets are maintained?

Mr. Allison answered we do try to cover every available street that we can,

Mr. Grado stated we have 110 miles of streets and about 50 miles an alley , we will bring it up to the street department.

Mayor Campana stated we will discuss it tomorrow in-house and we will take care of it.  I will see you after the meeting and will get some additional information from you.

Mr. Nelson stated I worked from Penn Dot and I take care of the highways around here, that ain't one of our roads that I live on, or I'd be taking care of it to.

Mr. Allison said thank you for your time. Are there any comments from Council?

Mrs. Katz said even though it was mentioned already, Williamsport Welcomes the World is Friday, we would like everybody to come down, it is a great celebration. We have over 70 some vendors that are going to be on the street, eight from 5 to 9. Come down and have a ball and bring the kids. There a lot of kids activities for free. Hope to see you all there.

Mr. Allison asked for comments from the administration. There were none.


 Adjournment




Mr. Allison asked for a motion to adjourn
Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Noviello and a second by Ms. Miele.

Motion was carried by unanimous “ayes’ at  8:41 PM

Janice M. Frank
City Clerk 
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado 


	Mr. Joe Gerardi	Mr. Joseph Pawlak 


	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. absent


         Mr. Gary Knarr


	Mr. Bill Wright, S&P absent	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief


	Greg Foresman, Police Chief, 


	Chief Heinbach 


	Sol. Norman Lubin


	Janice Frank, City Clerk 


	News Media


	


	Members of News Media	


	Members of the news media


	





Council members present:


	Bill Hall, President absent


	Jonathan Williamson, Vice President   absent	Bill Hall, Councilman


	Bonnie Katz, Councilwoman  


	N. Clifford Smith, Councilman 


	Don Noviello, Councilman


	Elizabeth Miele, Councilwoman 


	Randall Allison, Councilman 


Absent:


  	








