              Thursday, August 29, 2013
Williamsport, PA
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Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, August 29, 2013 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Don Noviello and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.
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  Council President Bill Hall called the meeting to order. He asked for approval of City Council Meeting Minutes dated 07/25/13.  Do I have a motion to approve these minutes?  

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.  There were no questions or comments.  The minutes were approved with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Limited Courtesy of the Floor
Bernie Katz, 1014 Walnut St.  Williamsport, Pa

  I am here to speak on the bond issue tonight from a business person experience. We have had problems with Reach Road, that needs to be done, we need to have an economic opportunity of growth in the Reach Road area, fixing the roof at City Hall, the problem is that you take $350,000 of the taxpayers money, it is a loan but it is still paid by the taxpayers and putting it in to an entertainment venue at Bowman field. This is filled with negatives, more than positives. I have no issue with maintenance of Bowman field, new cement, new paint, I have no issue with new box seats, wider, bigger, nicer. That was the intent from what I understand you approved a resolution on March 28 which had new seats, along with the maintenance. We have another program which is today, which does not talk about the original $600,000 and brings in $250,000 for an entertainment venue, something fairly modern. The chamber is giving $100,000 on March 28, now they want to give you $50,000. Are they giving you 50,000, hundred thousand dollars, or hundred $50,000? Are we spending $400,000, $600,000, are we adding it all together with the naming rights and spending $1.2 million on Bowman field? Bowman field is a historical site, we value our history in this town, we pride ourselves in our historical district, you cannot buy it building our house in that district without following tons of codes. You can't go to Brandon Park without following tons of codes from the Brandon Park commission. That is great, we have a great ballpark, we can maintain it, and modernize it up it little bit. But the city wants to get into the entertainment business. Well if we put that in, we can have concerts, I don't know of anybody here that has spent the time to talk to Rob Steele, booking concerts is a very hazardous job. A good example is the Bloomsburg fair.  Two years ago, they were flooded out, they've forgot to take out the proper insurance and they are still paying $250,000 out of their pockets, does the city want to get involved in something like that?  It says we have a lot of fluff and here. I am sorry but the Mayor and Mr. Nichols said we have been to these other new ballparks and they look really nice and they have increased their business. You have no return on investment in front of you, for instance if their ticket sales went from $30,000-$50,000, there is nothing to say in that city if they were AAA, AA, ball team which make a heckuva big difference. We are not going to get A Rod in here for rehab. We are not going to get a single a team like they do in Wilkes-Barre or Scranton. And now you'd better try to book your own concerts there, it can be very very costly. When you look at the design, it has to be put in the right field bleachers section, and to get a good see you have to sit in the left field side, that's it. You're not going to sit on the right field side and sit sideways for the entire concert which is what you would have to do. Then the worst thing is you are opening up Pandora's box, the city wants to compete with its existing businesses, why?  Why do want to compete with the taxpaying businesses? You have the community arts center, the Community Theater League, Lycoming College, Penn College, you have the Symphony orchestra, you have the ballet, you have the Civic chorus, and on and on and on. Next year, the Brandon Park commission for their 100th anniversary, has something booked every Sunday night Brandon Park. How much entertainment do you want to compete with? And then again, nobody has said with the average household income is, $32,000 in Williamsport, $70,000 someplace else, there's a lot more spendable income. So do the people in this area have the money to go to six different concerts in one month? This is something that we need to carefully remove and use that money for something that the city is into. Thank you.
Elliot Weis, 108 Grampian Blvd.  Williamsport, Pa

  Being pro-business is not giving positive lip service to business interests.  It is providing business with the tools they need to succeed to grow. Infrastructure. This means providing business with the utilities, flood protection, streets and parking. I am here tonight to talk about parking.  The Midtown parking deck as design provided 300 parking spaces. It serviced, as all parking facilities, a two block area around the deck, the core of the business district. The new parking deck will have 230 spaces and will service the same court area. It is not enough. Presently, in this core area, there are a number of developments coming online and others that can increase rapidly. On W. 4th St. there is Williams and Fourth, the Rider Building, the Old M&T Bank Building, the apartments above the old Lucasi Card Shop.  I'm pine Street, there is a development on either side of the new mall. There is a strong need for parking that the current configuration will not provide. I urge you to add a fourth level to the Midtown parking deck. This is the right time to do it. Interest rates are the lowest they have been in decades. Material and labor costs are down. Moreover, if you weight the cost will only go up. Not only will interests, material and labor costs rise but the cost of remodeling a structure after completion is far more expensive than the original construction and added financing costs. This is the time to build a structure that will last 40 years and will provide for the growth of the core business district. The cost of doing this is 3/10 of a mill. This is a $30 per year for hundred thousand dollar home. This is the cost of getting a cup of coffee at Starbucks once a month. Moreover, the growth in the area will provide increased revenues for the city for decades to come. It is a good investment for the city. I had the opportunity to meet with the mayor, Bill Nichols, and John Grado yesterday and they support the concept of adding a fourth level to the Midtown deck. I now urge City Council to support this investment in the growth of Williamsport. Thank you.
Public Hearing – Conditional Use
Mr. Hall stated there is no action on this tonight because there is no conditional Use, we have to do this because we advertised this. Mr. Hall declared the public hearing open.

  Mr. Knarr stated what I break before you tonight is a request from Ben Stopper to locate two advertising signs. One is that 25 Maynard St. and the other one will be 301 Grove St. It is and 8 x 16 dimension it will be a black-and-white sign to advertise Boot Leg Bar-B-Que.  we do have a representative here.
  Mr. Hall asked if there is anyone here who wishes to speak in favor of the conditional use for these advertising signs? There was none.  Mr. Hall asked if there was anyone here who wishes to speak in opposition? There was none. Mr. Hall stated Council will reserve this comments for when we have the action which will come back before us in two weeks.  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to close the public hearing.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.  The public hearing was closed with seven yes roll call votes. 

  Lot Consolidation  Stopper Land Company
Mr. Knarr, when I have before you is Benjamin Stopper’s request at 25 Maynard St. He has two parcels, one is 2 acres and the one right beside it is 4 acres. What he is requesting to do is consolidate both of those as one tax parcel in order to possibly develop it. He wants to utilize both lots for one purpose.

  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this Lot consolidation plan.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions. There were none.

The Lot consolidation plan was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Demolition 510 East Third St – Dr. Well Site Rentals LLC
Mr. Gerardi, this is a demolition request from Dr. Well Site Rentals, LLC for the structure located at 510 East 3rd St, in the CS Zoning District.  The structure has been used as a Service/Gas Station and is currently vacant.  The owner at this time has no future plans.  All zoning and building requirements will be addressed prior to a permit being issued.  Grass will need to be planted if a permit is not issued within 3 months.  

  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this demolition.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any gas tanks in the ground?

  Mr. Daniel Roberts, 4976 Route 220, Hughesville, PA  stated all the gas tanks have been previously removed.

  Dr. Williamson stated Mr. Roberts might get together with Mr. Kelly from the County.

  Mr. Noviello asked if he knew if there was a time line?

  Mr. Roberts stated it is already under contract for demolition, we are seeking the permits approval tonight and the soonest possible we will have the demolition done and a lot cleaned up. The property behind it, we also own which we are trying to sell both pieces of property as one.

  Mr. Gerardi stated they will have to seed it with grass if not completed within three months.

  Mr. Hall asked questions or comments. Hearing none Mrs. Frank on the demolition.

The demolition was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Demolition 641 Maple Street – Susquehanna Health System

  Mr. Gerardi stated for your review is a demolition requests from Susquehanna health system the structure located at 641 Maple St. in the institutional zoning district. The structure has been used as a single family dwelling and is currently vacant. The owner’s intent is to make space for future parking area and hospital expansion. A land development will be required prior to any development. All zoning requirements will be addressed prior to land development. Grass will need to be planted if the land development is not submitted within three months.  There is a representative here.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this demolition.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

The demolition was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Demolition 633 Maple Street – Susquehanna Health System

Mr. Gerardi stated this is the same thing it is in the institutional zoning district, the structure was used for single family dwelling and is currently vacant. We do have a representative here.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this demolition.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Ms. Miele asked Mr. Gerardi for an update map from the Susquehanna Health.  It will be provided to Council.
  Mr. Hall asked for any more questions. There are none.

The demolition was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Sub Division & Land Development – Memorial Homes
Mr. Knarr stated this a proposed sub-division and land development plan request from L. R. Kimball in order to construct a new multi-story building for 40 units at the site previously occupied by Brodart.  Memorial Homes is requesting a waiver for off-street parking requirements in accordance with Article 1343.03.  They need 70 parking stalls and currently have 40 spaces.  It is in the R zoning district.   All other zoning requirements have been met in accordance with the City’s Land Development Ordinance and prior to a Certificate of Occupancy, all building code requirements must be met.  The Lycoming County Planning Commission reviewed the request on July 5, 2013 and made a positive recommendation.  The Planning Commission reviewed the proposal at their meeting on July 29, 2013 and made a positive recommendation for your approval.  There is a representative here.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this sub division.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

 Dr. Williamson asked how many spots would be required?  The answer was 70 parking spots.
Gary Hoover, L. R. Kimball, Chris……NRP Group were here to answer.

Mr. Hoover stated there are 40 off street parking, one for each unit.   

Dr. Williamson stated there is adequate parking so the waiver is the piece of that as opposed to not enough parking generally.  Currently, no one is parking most of the time on the South side of Memorial, etc.

  Mr. Knarr stated currently it says no parking, those signs will be removed.

  Dr. Williamson said okay so this will come back to Council for the right away to remove them.  He asked what the requirement would be those 32 town homes?

 Mr. Knarr answered it will be1.5%, they will have to ask for a waiver, there is only 1 ½ parking stalls.

 Dr. Williamson, ask how many off-street parking sites will be available for those 32 townhouses ?

 Chris (representative) said we are anticipating those that is not into development phase yet, 
 Dr. Williamson asked so you anticipate at least one?

Chris stated we have anticipated at least one off street per space.

There was more discussion about the Oliver Street, and the visitor parking, there would be enough.

 Chris stated the last piece are the single-family homes and we will have more than enough parking.

Mr. Noviello asked are handicap spaces figured in with this?

Mr. Gerardi stated yes, there will be one for every 5 spaces, if there were a 100 parking stalls, 4 will be required to be handicap and they are incorporated also in the off street parking.

Mr. Hall asked for any other questions or comments?

The subdivision was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0. 
Certificate of Appropriateness for Outdoor Seating
  Mr. Knarr stated this is a request from Mr. Bongiovi in order to place outdoor seating for dining.  The proposal includes the placement of tables and chairs at the side of the building on pine Street. Attached is the location of the seating area. It does show dimensions. The plan follows the outdoor seating guidelines set by the Bureau of codes Department. Planning commission reviewed this proposal made a conditional recommendation for approval pending a new drawling with dimensions added at their meeting on July 29, 2013. It is in the CBD district.

  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any sign changes, if so they have to go through certificate of appropriateness.  

Mr. Noviello stated hasn't there been outdoor seating from this place for a long time?

  Mr. Knarr stated yes there has and he finally has come into apply for a permit and I explained to him that he has to remove them until it goes through a certificate of appropriateness. He felt that he was grandfathered in because he has been putting them out all these years and we finally convinced him that he is not so now he is gone through the process.

Ms. Miele asked about the table on Pine Street.

Mr. Knarr explained that there still is another handicap aviation and he places that out on first Friday. It will not be sitting out on a regular basis, it is just for first Friday type of events.

Mr. Hall asked any more questions or comments.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Resolution : Honoring Marguerite Bierman
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
CITY OF WILLIAMSPORT, PA
RESOLUTION
RESOLUTION# - 8254  
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TITLE
HONORING  MARGUERITE  BIERMAN
Whereas, Marguerite Bierman has been a resident of Williamsport since 1960; and

Whereas, Marguerite Bierman was a graduate of Kutztown University who returned to our city to pursue a career in the arts, which pursuit led her to learn exceptional skills in goldsmithing, faux finishing, fine arts and historic restoration work, among many others

Whereas, Marguerite Bierman has, through her enormous artistic talent, contributed to the beautification of numerous public and private buildings in Williamsport, with her design and decorating abilities-particularly  in our local churches, the Community Arts Center, the YWCA and the children's wing of Williamsport Hospital

Whereas, Marguerite Bierman has contributed to the preservation of our local architecture through her service on Williamsport's Historic Architecture Review Board

Whereas, Marguerite Bierman has, through her benevolence and patronage, contributed to the James V. Brown Library and helped to make it one of our city's most beautiful public spaces

Whereas, Marguerite Bierman has helped promote the arts by providing generous scholarships to underprivileged  youth

Whereas, Marguerite Bierman has fostered women and provided support for women's needs, particularly through her work with the YWCA

Whereas, the artwork and decorative work created by Marguerite Bierman will continue to beautify our city for decades to come, and her philanthropy will continue to inspire the appreciation of the arts in all the people of Williamsport

Now therefore, at our meeting assembled this 29th day of August, 2013, Williamsport City Council does hereby acknowledge and express on behalf of the citizens of the City of Williamsport our deep appreciation and gratitude for the innumerable contributions of Ms. Marguerite Priscilla Bierman to our community; that we further acknowledge that her dedicated service will be long remembered; and that we hereby extend to her our heartfelt thanks.

Approved
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  Ms. Miele stated the resolution describes Marguerite very well. Personally, Marguerite has touched my life as well so when I was in my early 20s and I moved back to Williamsport and I was waiting tables I wasn't doing a whole lot of anything else, my family took Marguerite aside and ask her to teach me how the Venetian plaster. It involves spreading layers upon layers of plaster on the wall and a sheathing a beautiful sort of stone finish. Marguerite who is an unbelievable perfectionists, is good enough to let me work with her on Venetian plastering in a room. We spent several weeks together in a few hours every day and she would put me in some corner that nobody would be able to see once the room is done, and I would patiently try to put on the plaster and she would talk to me about art and philosophy, and color theory and she would bring me some books I would have to read whether it was about government or about whatever, she was doing a lot more than teaching me how to plaster..  At the end of it, it was her teaching me how to think about my involvement in the community and the ways in which I could impact other people. I have known a number of people here in Williamsport for whom she has done the exact same favor. I have been incredibly lucky to have get to know her. So I wanted to say thank you to her and she has done our community a fine service not just with her artistic contributions in our city, but her passion and her fire had driven many of us to expect more of ourselves than we would've otherwise expected. 
  Mr. Noviello, I am happy to be able to say that Ms. Bierman seems to be a wonderful example of the comments I made just a bit earlier. She is certainly a person who has expressed a lot of understanding with recognition and knowledge about our area, tolerance had to be a part of that obviously, a sense of pride, and high expectations. I also thank her for all those efforts.
  Mr. Allison stated when my wife and I first met her over quarter-century ago, she did some work in our church that was noted in the resolution here that she has done many. We still enjoy it. It is beautiful. We still enjoy to this day. We have also known her to be a very giving, caring individual and she is a model to the rest of the community. We appreciate everything she has done in Williamsport.

  Mr. Hall asked for any more questions or comments, there were none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ordinance #6239
Ordinance Transfer General Fund (final reading) Bill #1606-13

The City Clerk read the ordinance in short form.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept this in final reading.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Pawlak, this transfer and the next one are in final reading. They were discussed at the previous meeting and with that I have nothing further to add.

 Mr. Hall asked for any questions or comments. There were none.

The ordinance was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ordinance #6240
Ordinance Transfer Act 13 (final reading) Bill #1607-13
The City Clerk read the ordinance in short form.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept this in final reading.

Mr. Pawlak stated he had nothing further to add.

Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions on this ordinance. Hearing none.

The ordinance was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ordinance # 6241
Ordinance Authorizing & Securing the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds (final reading)Bill#1608-13
The City Clerk read the ordinance in short form.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept this in final reading.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Nichols stated in the packet of information you receive several items related to this for second reading including a redlined copy of the general obligation bond ordinance which is before you on the second reading. Since the first reading was back at the last city Council meeting in July, the market conditions have been somewhat volatile causing interest rates to increase as well as related benchmarks that we used to estimate the interest rate for the city's for proposed general obligation bonds.  What this means is that the refunding of the parking authority that is not being considered at this time because the analysis related to the savings from where they are now and the loan documents that are in place. We are also, as part of that redlined document, you will see some amendments that have been made to reflect current project needs. In addition to the redlined ordinance, these proposed amendments, we have received updated borrowing summary with what we are calling option two, and a page summary of what option two reflects that we would like Council to consider this evening. First, RVT's component increase $6 million as a new borrowing to add to the completion of the public services part of the CNG project, specifically the new salt shed, relocation of the recycling area, the completion of the paving, security lighting and also the possibility of the CNG Street sweeper if the budget allows for that. Also $500,000 is being added to start the next phase of the downtown streetscape project specifically on Pine Street and William Street. We've received some information on the complete project as vision, this $500,000 is being proposed to at least get us started. The parking authority is still included for $500,000, this is to fund a surplus lot reconstruction program. Concerning the public services piece, the revised budget is on page 10 of your capital investment plan. This shows a budget of actually $1.2 million. The primary costs related to the public services is for the new salt shed which right now we don't have one, it no longer exists. And also to keep part of its location of the recycling area which needs to take place for us to put in for the CNG fueling facility. The city portion of the new bonds is capped at the original amount of $2 million targeted for three key projects. As before, the completion of Reach Road, the first phase of a five-year Bowman field upgrade project, and is set aside for priority upgrades to the city facilities such as City Hall, replacement of the roof and also improvements to the city streetlights city infrastructure and possibly to the city some possible funds for a pool consolidation project.  Again as outlined in the updated capital investment plan that you have, we also showed the other funding sources for the various projects as well as the scope of each project and project timelines. There are three key points, related to this bond ordinance, first there are two parts of the barring plan, one involving River Valley Transit Parking Authority and the other involving city refinancing existing debt to achieve significant savings as well as allow the city to our own an additional $2 million to keep priority projects as I mentioned earlier. Second in the ordinance, in exhibit A, it provides a description and estimated costs for all the proposed projects. These descriptions are important as they dictate what type of projects are eligible for the bond proceeds. The estimated costs are just that. If a project comes in more than the estimate shows, we can then adjust project budgets and shift priorities if need be. Again projects need to be listed by bond ordinance and we have to have an estimate attached to it and as I said adjustments can be made going forward if need be. Third, the bond ordinance still provides for parameters that are very important for consideration of a bond proposal that M&T brings to us, and that is that the city's annual debt payments will not exceed $665,000 as shown in the borrowing summary. That means that additional impact to the general fund on an annual basis is estimated to be $100,000 in addition to the current $65,000 allocation which means that non-general funds sources and project savings such as in the case of the streetlight project fund the remainder of the debt service. I think another thing I need the stress is that the second reading is critical because it keeps the process moving because interest rates are volatile, are going up and however there would be still time to debate the magnitude of certain projects as well as the scope of bond proposal acceptance. In other words, all the numbers listed, the borrowing are max as set forth in the bond ordinance. Here tonight are Dennis Unguard from Rhodes & Sinon who is our city bond counsel, John Haynes the city's financial advisor and M&T director of securities could not be here.  The owner of Cross Cutters is here also.  We are ready to answer any questions.
  Mr. Hall said thank you. I would like to remind everyone that we are looking at the ordinance that we passed by 6 to 0 vote a month ago.  That is where we are starting. There are some changes here, and all these red lines,,,,,,,, are there any comments or suggestions?

 Dr. Williamson stated he would like to make a motion to begin to go through the red lines. The first motion he made by the following changes on the ordinance on final reading. All the changes in this amendment relate to the changes requested by the Williamsport Parking Authority. 

Dr. Williamson said hopefully our solicitor can verify that I have missed any of the ones, my intention is to be consistent with the request to reduce the amount borrowed by the parking authority in terms of what we would pay there, refinance their existing debt and increase their borrowing for a new debt as requested.

On page 1, strike the words “the 1999 revenue note of the Williamsport Parking Authority, (2)” , on page 1, change “3” to “2” in reference to “The $6 million guaranteed bond”, on page 2, strike the second “Whereas” statement re: WPA, on page 3. Strike the words “1999 Note, the” from the second “Whereas” statement, On page 3, add the word “Williamsport” before the words “Parking Authority” in the 3rd “Whereas” statement and add “(the “Parking Authority”) and after those words,  On page 4, in the first “Whereas” statement, delete “; (1)”, change “220” to “500” and delete “, and (2) the refunding of the 1999 Note results in gross savings of at least $25,000”.  On page 17, under section 29, replace the first “and” with “including a”, replace “the Parking Authority and” with “to”, add “the 2007 Bond” following “to retire” and delete “, the Parking Authority” in the final sentence.  On page 3 of 3 in Exhibit A, increase the amount listed for the Parking Authority to “$500,000” and make the requisite adjustment to the Total amount.
Unless I missed something, that should capture all of the required requested changes as it relates to what I mentioned, but that is my intention so if we missed a word here and there I am assuming the solicitor would allow us to incorporate those in the final version.

Mr. Hall asked if we had a second?

Ms. Miele seconded it.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments. Hearing none Mrs. Frank.

The amendment was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
2.  Dr. Williamson made a motion to amend the Ordinance on final reading to change the amount listed on last “Whereas” statement on page 4 to read, in part, “(1) providing up to $4,500,000 in funding for Capital Projects of River Valley Transit (“RVT”)..” to be consistent with the amendment made by Council on first reading in “Exhibit A” of the Ordinance. (Note that the version before us tonight should but does not reflect that amendment from first reading”.  See page 275 of Council Meeting Minutes.  
Mr. Hall stated we have a motion, do we have a second? 
Ms. Miele seconded it.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions or comments on that amendment. There were none.

The second amendment carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

  Mr. Hall asked do we have any further discussion or amendments to the ordinance as was read in first reading? Hearing none, Mrs. Frank on the ordinance in second reading.
The ordinance was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

 Mr. Hall stated this is a lot of work since January or February since we started talking about it. One of the things we try to do is get a report, to prioritize and we got that report from Penn Strategies and Rettew engineering several weeks ago. We went through process of long negotiations with the administration members and department heads prioritizing what was that we were looking for, and we were looking at the borrowing right now, and we were just talking about getting the money in place, later on in time we will determine how it is spent in particulars. Last time we met, we voted 6 to 0 on the ordinance as it stands, today we changed it to reflect the administration's request to take out things, and readjust things for the Williamsport Parking Authority as we also that, and we are eight months into the process, I do appreciate everyone's hard work in every committee. I appreciate all the phone call exchanges, and the e-mail exchanges that everybody worked on this. I think it was a major effort on everybody's part. Thank you.
Resolution #8255
Resolution  Post-Issuance Compliance Procedures

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Nichols stated as the resolution states, certain compliance items need to be reported on an annual basis and this simply charges the city's director finance responsibility of providing those post-issuance compliance procedures. And you know in the resolution that this also states that this report is provided to council not later than October 1 of each year so we are asking for your approval.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions or comments on this resolution.  There were none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8256
Resolution Disposition for Destruction of Specific Records

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Chief Foresman stated as in previous resolutions such as this one for destruction of the specific records, resolution 7683 was enacted adopting procedures in order for us to destroy such records. This being said I ask for your approval once again for this resolution regarding these records to destroy the list records. Thank you.

Mr. Hall asked if there are any questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Resolution #8257
Resolution  Awarding 2013 Street Reconstruction Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.

  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

  Mr. Grado, this is are 2013 Street Reconstruction project. We had a public bid opening for this project on August 19, 2013 and we received three bids. HRI with the low bid of $1,215,024.92. This project is being funded with our normal funds such as community development block grant, liquid fuels, but we are now putting Act 13 funds to increase the size substantially. I did provide Council with a list the streets identifying what is being done on those streets and a map.  We did review with the Public Works Committee and the Finance Committee. It is within our budget and our estimate. So we are recommending Council approval.

  Mr. Smith stated this did come through Public Works on Tuesday of this week and Mr. Grado and the committee went over the streets that are going to be paved and the reconstruction with the concrete curbing that is continuing to be done. We found that in areas that it has been currently done to be holding up very well and everyone seems to be happy with the type of curbing that is currently being used. For those that are interested, the brick work on the brick streets is going to be continued by city ordinances $50,000 applied For Brick St., Reconstruction each year and now also occur. Many times I am asked by folks, and many times they don't understand that it's typically done in the Fall.  This is quite a lengthy list that we are doing this year and some of them might not be done by the time the asphalt plants close and that is going to be continued in the Spring, of early May of next year. So those of you say that your streets are not done and you are on the list, they will be done next Spring.  We voted on that and voted unanimously to bring that to full Council for approval.
  Dr. Williamson stated at our review of this on Monday, we covered some of the same ground Mr. Smith did, from a finance standpoint we noted that the additional funds that we were able to allocate and of the ACT 13 funds are in particular are able to be allocate streets that do not normally qualify for CDBG funds. Across the city we are often able to allocate more funds that are CDBG eligible, then we are able to allocate out of our general funds across the city because as a means to try to rebalance that in this one particular year, the act 13 funds, we are particularly focused in that area. Also noted that we have a number of different kinds of streets, in a number of different kinds of neighborhoods. I think all of us up here would love to be able to do this kind of work over the next few years so we can get to the point where we are fully caught up with what proceeded us with a period of neglect. But as we have discussed before, this is probably a one-shot catch up, but if we can continue to find ways to allocate some of our act 13 funds that is a lower amount above and beyond our way of extending, then it behooves us to do that.  We passed this to the full body of Council with an unanimous positive recommendation.

  Mr. Smith stated we had in attendance our new streets inspector Bill Molino and he gave us a report, and we were somewhat shocked at that report. He has really been working diligently on comprising lists of street excavating over the last number years. We currently have a one-year warranty on the excavations that are done, and he has a thick list of excavations that have been done within the year that were coal patched and the companies never came back and did a properly. Which means, we are responsible as a city. Our committee has been diligently working on the last several meetings are bringing an amendment to the street excavation ordinance. We have been working with our own in-house people, Larson Design and we are getting close to finalizing that and we are looking at possibly putting in a five year warranty which other communities do on Street excavations. Part of the rational for that is we don't know down the road how much state funding we are going to get and we can make sure that our streets last long. In the survey, it was stated that most of the city's streets problems were due by street excavation not deterioration. The primary cause of the problems that we have reduced Street excavations.  Things that have not been properly. So therefore we feel by adding award give a longer period of time, and the Street excavations will be for their back fill will be inspected, they have to be approved before they are backfilled. Obviously should this pass we are going to have some utility companies that are going to grumble about this, however: we have to be sure that our streets are going to last for a number years. And based on what we are hearing now, we feel that the investment in the streets inspector is going to pay off. Because we have to maintain these cuts that are now longer than a year old. So if those streets are paved we are going to have to at least patch them. 
  Mr. Hall asked how long will that be?

  Mr. Smith stated we are looking at bringing this to the full Council probably next month.  One of the pages actually outlines in the diagram, which follows Penn Dot's standards which we have not had done before, they have already been completed by Larson Design. What we are working on now is in corporative those things into the current ordinance, now we have to incorporate it so we have a complete new set and that's what we hope to have to bring to Council next month.

  Mr. Noviello stated in respect to Mr. Wright, who initially brought that idea of looking at the methodology of patching, and brought it to our attention that the method that we just mentioned is far it advanced of what we be doing in the past.  We have work to a point where we are within a few weeks of finalizing this. My thanks to Mr. Wright.
  Mr. Allison stated he would like to thank Mr. Grado and those who worked on this because it is a nice geographical spread to the city because we would like to touch as many areas as possible. So thank you.
Mr. Hall stated that we has always pushed for curbs.

Mr. Grado, stated there are so many streets in the city that don't have them and we are trying to catch up so it's a little bit more expensive than just milling and paving.

Mr. Hall asked for any other comments or questions on the resolution? Hearing none, Mrs. Frank.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Certificate of Appropriateness – HARB

All items are recommended for approval unless otherwise noted.

Item 2.Covenant Central Church

807 West Fourth Street'

A. Remove granite front steps. Demolish step stringers.. Install new concrete footers and stringers to provide a sound base: Re-install salvaged granite steps and aluminum handrails


B. Remove flagstone landing and. steps from east side exit. Salvage wrought iron railing. Retain and repair stone cheek walls.  Form and pour new landing and uniform steps. Add colorant to the concrete to imitate slate color... Paint black and reinstall salvaged railing.

Item 3. Lycoming County Historical Society 

858.West Fourth Street

A. Construct 8' x 12', one story shed at rear parking lot, near the rear of the church. Construct with wood with Board and Batten siding and a slate gray, architectural shingled: roof. Unit to have 1 single door, .1 double door, and a hatch for clothing donations. Paint: one solid color- beige or gray

B. At the rear of the property install a wood, dog eared or pointed 3 rail fence around the perimeter of shed and existing dumpster. Fence height-6' or less. Paint or stain to match shed..

Item 4. William C. Brown

420 West Fourth Street

A. Finalize front porch design and material:

Construct front entry porch as depicted in the drawing "Alternate 2".

A gabled roof with architectural shingles of slate gray or other color that matches the main slate as closely as possible.

Porch balustrade with large, handrail style top and bottom rails and square, closely spaced spindles. Square porch posts with trim and moldings at the top and base.

Brackets or arched spandrels of wood or a substitute material conveying the appearance of wood. Porch apron made of framed, tight weave lattice.

Concrete steps.

Tongue & groove wood ceiling and porch decking.

Window trim as shown on drawing

Paint: colors as previously approved: Body-Benj Moore HC-172-Revere Pewter, Accents-Ashley Gray, Trim & Quoins-Knoxville Gray HC-160
 Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these certificates of appropriateness.
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments, there were none.

The certificate of appropriateness were carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
 Accept for filing:

Finance Committee Minutes 6/25/13, 7/09/13

Historic Preservation Minutes 8/15/13

Public Works Minutes 06/25/13, 07/09/13

Public Safety Minutes 07/02/13

Planning Commission Minutes 07/29/13

Controllers/Treasurer Report 06/30/13

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these minutes.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.
There were no questions or comments.

The meeting minutes were accepted for filing with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.




Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday September 12, 2013 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




      Monday, Sept 2        CITY HALL CLOSED  LABOR DAY HOLIDAY


      Tuesday, Sept. 3

               12:00 PM   Public Safety Meeting


      Monday, Sept. 9

               12:00 PM   Fair Housing Meeting (scr)




               12:00 PM   Planning Commission Meeting




                 4:00 PM   Recreation Meeting


     Tuesday, Sept 10
                 12:00 PM   Public Works Meeting




                 3:30 PM   Finance Meeting


     Wednesday, Sept. 11

                 3:30 PM   O&E Pension Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]
Mr. Hall asked if there were any comments from members of Council.

  Mrs. Katz stated since City Hall is closed on Monday, we have something new coming out on the recreation commission, it is a doggie swim. It is at East End pool. It is $10 per dog and the owners can swim free. It is from 11 AM to 6 PM. Bring your dogs.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any other comments. There were none.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any from the administration, there were none. 

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any comments from the general public.

  Mr. Ralph Keller, 203 Hughes St., I just wanted to make a comment on the streets, particularly with what Mr. Smith said. Our block on Hughes Street is scheduled to be repaved this year. It was last done in the Fall of 1965, curbs were put in. The reason it is such a disaster is because of the utility cuts. The street itself otherwise is not bad shape and that this had been done, it might not have been on the list this year. I had to go to great expense and have the street patched over the years, and those standards have not been held, I know other cuts in the street were never required to be patched properly. We are still waiting for the streets to be repaired.

Adjournment

Hall stated thank you. I will take a motion to adjourn

Ms. Miele made the motion and Dr. Williamson seconded it.  All were in favor with unanimous yes.

The meeting was adjourned.
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