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      Thursday, September 1, 2016





    



      Williamsport, PA
Council President Jonathan Williamson brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday September 1, 2016 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilwoman Liz Miele and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Approval of the Williamsport City Council minutes of August 4, 2016 were approved upon a motion from Mr. Noviello made the motion and a second from Mr. Henderson.   All were in favor.  The vote was 7 to 0.   .
Limited Courtesy of the Floor

There was no limited courtesy of the floor.

Presentation – Update from Penn Strategies

Jason Fitzgerald & Phil Trometer gave a general overview.  There are a number of situations that will require cooperation from the Federal, State, and City government. The second thing we are looking into this for the Levy,  it looks like that number is below $10 million.  He spoke about transferring the responsibility to the Williamsport Water Authority to finish the work on the Levy.  He spoke about the grants that they are seeking.  Also the City of Williamsport will be applying for a CRIZ application.  The process is very competitive but the City of Williamsport qualifies for it.  He spoke about the success that this grant has had in the cities. On behalf of businesses in the City, we have arranged meetings with the governor and we have had visits.  He explained the CRIZ program, it is city revitalization and improvement zone

Dr. Williamson changed the agenda around to accommodate the audience.

Demolition – 639 Green St.  Susquehanna Health

Mr. Gerardi stated this is a demolition request, the structure is located in an institutional district, the structure was used as a single family dwelling and is currently vacant. Grass will be planted if the permit is not issued for development. There is a representative here.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the demolition

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments or questions., There were none.

The demolition was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  All were in favor.
Demolition – 800 Washington Blvd – SJ Holdings, LLC

Mr. Gerardi stated this is a request for demolition or property located 800 Washington Blvd. It is located in the commercial zoning district. The structure was used for commercial and the second floor of the apartment is currently vacant.  Grass will need to be planted if the permit is not issued within a three months. He did attach an explanation of what the owner intends to do with the property. He is putting up a new commercial building at that particular lot. There is a representative here.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion and a second.
Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were comments or questions.

Mr. John Shawhee, one of the owners of property.

Mrs. Katz asked about the commercial business that is in there, and have they moved out for good, are they planning on coming back? What is the situation?

Mr. Shawhee answered that the business was not viable and she had moved out.

Mr. Noviello asked if there was a time line?

Mr. Shawhee replied, yes, we are working on the land development for the new retail space that is going to be down there, we have a possible international tenant that might be renting from us.  It could be a freestanding building with a drive through, or a retail, we are not sure which way we are going to go depending on the tenant.  We own Jefferson Square next-door, and the carwash, and we want to make sure that corner looks nice there.
Dr. Williamson stated there had been a number of people who have made an attempt there at that location, so in this case, it is not a matter of neglect or effort.  He felt that this is one of those demolitions that makes sense. He asked for a vote on the demolition.
The demolition was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 201 West Fourth St. – First Community Foundation Partnership

Mr. Gerardi stated these are two requests for the same property.  You did do an approval, the first one is to erect two wall-mounted illuminating signs. One sign is going to be located on the front of the building facing W. 4th St., and the other is that the rear of the property facing W. 3rd St.  The pictures were attached and this was brought before Planning Commission on Monday, July 11, and it was recommended for approval. There are representatives here.
Dr. Williamson asked for motion and a second for the certificate of appropriateness.
Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions.

Ms. Miele stated the building looks quite lovely and she is happy to see this.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the certificate of appropriateness.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  All were in favor
Certificate of Appropriateness – 201 West Fourth St. – First Community Foundation Partnership

Mr. Gerardi stated the request that we are asking for here, is for the street planters that are located on West Third Street, it will meet all the handicap requirements, you will be able to get around the planters.  There are pictures attached along with drawings. The architect is here if you have any questions.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion and a second.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Ms. Miele asked about a description on the planters.

Mr. Benedick Debs, architect for the project.  The planters are made of steel, there is a box in the center of each of them and a vertical steel plate, to display art.  There will be enough for three or four artists,  we think this brings one more level of integration with some the things that the city is doing.  The planters are made of steel, with that galvanized steel plate, they will be taken off and given to an artist to attach their art.
Dr. Williamson asked with the primary material of the corner sign?

Mr. Debs answered steel with acrylic color.  All of it is black except for the lens.

There was additional discussion about the planters.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the certificate.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 33 East 3rd St. – Danko Holdings, LLC

Mr. Gerardi stated there are three requests on the certificate.  One is to erect two signs, one is with channel lettering and the other is an internally illuminated sign. The name of the restaurant is called on the Fat Cat. And down below it says Grill and Night venue.. The other thing is to paint the building, a white. It was originally a yellow color.  The gentleman did paint the building early without a certificate, and I went down to see him and issued a citation. They did not do anything purposely, but they did not know the regulations. We do have representation from both signs and the color of the building.

Dr. Williamson asked for motion and a second.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions.

Mrs. Katz asked for the representative for the sign.

Mr. Bill Miller with 21st-century signs.

Mrs. Katz asked him what happened to the moose sign.

Mr. Miller answered it was permanently embossed in the building.

Mrs. Katz asked if the FAT CAT sign will be illuminated.

Mr. Miller answered yes it will as well as the other.
There's a brief discussion about the white paint in the front of the building.

Ms. Miele asked about the other side of the façade, and how it looks in terms of downtown.

Mr. Gerardi answered the other side will remain the drywall which is in off yellow base and the other side is the yellow brick, which is the color of the brick.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were other comments or questions.

 The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 0 West Willow St. – Girard Trust

  Mr. Gerardi stated this is the parking lot, it is actually behind the building that we just approved for the corner. Their request is to erect a mural along William Street. The mural will be a painted canvas type that depicts wildlife, Mark Twain is the central figure. This was brought before Council on 10/23/ 2014 when Trade and Transit was first going through all of its approval process.  The presentation was made by Mr. Nichols showing us everything that was going on with this particular project. What happened along the way, we have had approval several times for this particular project, and this did not go through the formal approval process. So after talking to Mr. Nichols, we found it best that this goes through this process. We wanted to have this prior to the grand opening of Trade & Transit II.  it did get approved for Monday and I allowed them to start directing it that day so that they could have it ready for Trade & Transit II.  If there any questions, Mr. Nichols is here.
Dr. Williamson asked for motion and a second.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

There was a lengthy discussion on the art work and how they were screened and created by local artists. It was the same company that digitized the painting and blew it up full screen.  A lot of it was donated from Penn College, the Art Alliance, Jim Webb, and the two professors from Penn College.

  Mr. Noviello stated we have had a number of projects done before they apply for certificate, he wanted to know the process.

  Mr. Gerardi stated typically we try to notify them, this particular one was done in one day.  The owner knew about it, but the tenant did not.

 Mr. Gerardi stated if we find you working without a permit, you have to stop working and come in and apply for a permit and pay double.  Council still has the options to not approve it and they would have to repaint it.
 Ms. Miele asked if we have seen any movement on Danko Holdings.

Mr. Gerardi answered no, he has sent him a letter.

Ms. Miele stated they are accruing debt to the city for property that in that condition, if they leave their property in that condition that is not really safe for the city, so are they paying a fine?
  Mr. Gerardi answered not at this point, but it's been almost 2 years, at this point we tried to settle it, they brought me a letter saying that they had an engineer working on it, so now I am giving them 30 days to come up with a solution to the problem, if they don't, we can issue citations for each one of those he does not fulfill. He should have everything completed and finished by Winter time.  Mr. Gerardi will report to city Council.

Ms. Miele asked what fines would be?

  Mr. Gerardi answered they could have at least $1000 fine for each violation, so there are about seven or eight violations.

  Ms. Miele stated she feels we should seek the maximum penalty..

  Mr. Noviello asked if there were any litigations going on there?

  Mr. Gerardi stated that is his concern and he will ask Mr. Smith or Mr. Lubin.   He would also like to add there was some handicap issues with that building, and they will be providing handicap accessibility, so the only thing we have left there is the actual look of the building.

  Mr. Smith added that a year ago, there were two engineering firms about a year ago, that one firm said would be able to be rehabilitated, and the other said no. What was the final decision? Is that part of the litigation?

  Mr. Gerardi answered that is part of the litigation. He stated he needs a response back, the insurance company for  the demolition company said it is structurally sound, and the owner said it is not. They do have a responsibility to stabilize the exterior of the building. The longer it stays that way and more damage will be done.

 Mr. Smith asked that had been scheduled as a court case?

Mr. Gerardi stated he did not know that, and he will find out for next Council meeting.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the certificate of appropriateness..

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 230 West Third St.- Rapmitco Properties Com
Mr. Gerardi this request is for signage, they are asking to erect several signs. The first one is for the front window which actually faces government on the corner. It will be applied to the interior of the building. The other three signs be located along government place and no signs are made of wrought iron and they will be white with black lettering. All the present signs will be removed and these will take its place. We do have a representative here.
Dr. Williamson asked for motion and second.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were comments or questions.
  Ms. Miele asked every time that she gets a new tenant, does she have to come back to us?

  Mr. Gerardi answered, it is the same as the color of the building, if it is the same style, we don't need to go through certificate of appropriateness, if she is going to be putting up exact same size, same cover, we don't have to bring that in front of Council.

  Mr. Noviello stated he is glad to see this because everybody uses that, and those businesses didn't get enough recognition, and if you go by quickly you don't really even see all those businesses.. He is grateful for the opportunity for them.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the certificate of appropriateness.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  All were in favor
Resolution #8590
Resolution – Real Estate Reduction

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Grimes stated this is an improvement that we removed from the property at 1012 Louisa St.  That was removed at the very beginning of the year. We need to adjust the city tax bill for the full 12 months of the year. It changes the property value from $57,300 to $44,300 which reduces the city tax bill to $642.02.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were comments or questions.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. All were in favor.

Resolution # 8584
Resolution Authorizing the City of Williamsport to Award a Contract for Purchase of 4 Transit Vehicles

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Henderson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Nichols stated this resolution authorizes the River Valley Transit to enter into a contract with Gillig, Inc.. For the purchase for compressed natural gases transit buses in the amount of $2,293,174. This will bring our total number of CNG buses purchases by RVT to 14. We are making significant progress to our conversion of our fleet.  The project continues to save us a lot of money in fuel consumption and environmental and continues to benefit many of our partners. This is also a joint procurement with one of our other partners and basically we do this to the day delivery and get a lower cost, this time we are partnering with Lancaster.  The Finance Committee did review this.
  Ms. Miele, Finance did approve this and we feel that RVT is doing very well with their buses. We passed this to full body of Council with a positive recommendation.  These will be delivered a year from now. 

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments or questions.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. All were in favor.

Resolution #8585
Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Sub recipient Monitoring Agreement between the City of Williamsport & Lycoming County in Conjunction with RVT’s Unified Planning Work Program for FY 2016-2018

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Nichols stated this is for actual planning contracts, now we are doing for a two-year period to save paperwork, this is for the fiscal year 2017 and 2018. These are the same contracts we use over the past years except for that this is a two-year. This helps to provide for the necessary planning for reports and data collection and whatever else the federal government wants us to do. It does fund 90% of the total planning budget, and the third contract is with Theodore Posieter Contracts and does designate the director. This has already been approved by the Fed transit administration, Penn Dot, Lycoming County, & WATTS Coordinating technical committees and this will be part of our 2017 budget. This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.
  Ms. Miele, stated Finance did review this and forwarded to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation. That is an impressive review of these contracts have undergone, and the only things worth noted, we do not need to worry that the County will not renege on this, it is approximately $62,000 and will continue to be $62,000.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments or questions.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. All were in favor.

Resolution #8586
Resolution of the City of Williamsport, Lycoming County Commonwealth of PA, Authorizing the General Manager of RVT to accept & Sign the DCED Multimodal Fund Grant & Authorizing the Appropriate City Officials to Attest

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and second by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Nichols stated this resolution is for an agreement to support the Old City E. 3rd St. Revitalization project. It is a standard resolution and we are requesting $1,995,000 in multimodal funds.   As part of an overall $10 million development strategy which is a third component of the Connect Williamsport project. The strategy identifies Lycoming College and the First Community Foundation of Pennsylvania as potential partners and includes several improvements to the East side of Market Street, primarily on the Third and Fourth Street corridors. It includes pathways and streetscape improvements on E. 3rd St. to Basin St.  we are also talking about traffic patterns to include two way traffic on Third Street, as well as on Basin Street.  There is potential of a porthole entrance located at the intersection of East Third and Mulberry streets. A very important part of this is pathways streetscapes to support Lycoming College’s master plan and enhance Riverwalk connections on Basin Street.  He also spoke about the recreation of the first building.  This is a grant that was presented to the foundation, and we are participating in the foundations $1 million one in the century grant. As identified in the grant application, foundation requests, states $1 million will provide the necessary local match for this grant. That is a very important part of this whole project. This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.
  Ms. Miele, stated Finance did review this grant application and forwarded to the body of Council with positive recommendation.  Mr. Nichols provided us with the YouTube video that provided us with a 3-D tour of the changes to the area. Which it would be nice if this vision would become a reality. The current application is primarily to support Lycoming College and other multiple investors in this region of town. We would like to see the city and projects like this. This project will be an excellent example of this,  part of the match will come from the $2 million line of credit that we just approved. The other portion of the match would come from the foundations million dollar grant.
  Mr. Nichols stated we have been in discussions with Penn Dot coordinating the two-way streets and the construction project on Third Street, only when they do get all of these improvements in place before they come through their projects. We also want to be timing this with Lycoming College’s master plan.  We would like to see a lot of this activity next year and we have been working with the State on this grant and we are in pretty good shape with the State and if the Foundation accepts us we will be in great shape.
  Mr. Noviello stated this is a continued step and also a means of keeping our stakeholders interested, we would not want to drop the ball on this, this is one means of picking up the pace again and keeping this high on the document.  This is one of the steps that is necessary and will be ultimately very fruitful in the long run.

  Mr. Smith stated in progressing with this project, the one thing that we have to be reminded of is Penn Dot has a drop dead date of March of next year, because they are going to be doing a lot of thing on Third St, and if they start this project, there are things that won't be allowed after March.  That is one of the things we do want to keep in mind.

  Dr. Williamson stated this is a different kind of role for the city in terms of development, I have an idea that we will see a ton of resolutions between now and a substantial level of completion, which may be many years down the road. We had a number of actions, and many more to come. 

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any more comments or questions on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. All were in favor.

Resolution #8587
Resolution Authorizing Scope 1-City Hall Improvement – Police

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. Grado stated this resolution we are requesting councils’ authorization to execute a contract between the City and Larson design, as it is indicated on the resolution scope 1 and 3.  We had requested a proposal from Larson Design with our open-ended contract with them for design services. These are based on previous reports that were done as far as the HBAC system, the fire alarm security.  It was determined that we want to proceed with the security work to secure the police Department, that is a relatively small portion that would include petitions leaving into the hallway that would lead into the Police Department in the rear entrance to City Hall. That was all the plan specs and design and putting it out to bid for a project that is estimated to be about $50,000. That is scope one, and the second is the major portion which based on meetings we decided not to go with for right now.  And scope 3 was to determine what needs and space each person needs in City Hall, and it was in excess of $500,000. We presented to both the Public Works committee and the Finance committee, with the authorization to proceed with scope one and three. There was discussion to hold scope three. 
  Dr. Williamson stated the discussion about scope three occurred at finance, so we will go to public works right now.

  Mr. Smith stated the resolution was for scope one and three, scope two was not included.  For background information, when Chief Young arrived in April, he and I took a tour of downstairs in the police facility and he had immediately taken a look at the facilities and how it was set up.  Due to the fact that today many police are having issues with folks out there, and they are deciding to go into police departments, we found out the security here is not what it should be utilizing.   So we had homeland security come in and do a complete check of the entire building and make recommendations. We now are going to have Larson Design work on putting the plans together of how we can secure the police department to a certain extent. We had been discussing as to whether or not are going to keep City Hall here. There are some costs advantages of not utilizing this building any longer and I think that is where scope three really comes in to define the square footage that's going to be required should we decide to move. That also comes into play with the possibility which we are working on a new public safety building. So, there are really three things going on here one time. Obviously the Police Department would have to remain in this location until the time that a public safety building could be built. The meeting on Tuesday, it came to me that the Treasurer’s office had possible security issues that should be looked at. We also found that the Codes Department has certain security issues, some others have been taken care of at this point. One of the things that the public is now finding is the outside doors are locked and make have to come in the front doors or the back doors. Mr. Grimes brought us up to date on what could be some security issues that we need.  City Hall has to be accessible by the public.  There are a lot of things in place here, there's also a discussion on the operation of the hours at City Hall. Because we have four different operating hours, and we have to sit down and look at that and maybe make certain changes in the future to make some of the hours more uniform.  In the case of the Codes Department, they open at eight o'clock because contractors neither permits early.  Our final decision was to send this to full body of Council with a positive recommendation. We do want to find out what the bids come in at, because we do need additional security in the Treasurer’s office.  There are still some issues that should be addressed after the bids are brought in.
  Ms. Miele stated at Finance committee we did send this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation, obviously the work in the Police Department is much needed and we have been discussing for quite some time now. We are glad to see that we are moving forward with this. We were pleased to see it on the agenda this time.

  Dr. Williamson stated in terms of scope three, no decisions have been made. The context behind the issue as Council looks at the cost of keeping maintenance of City Hall and how it meets the needs of various departments, we have initiated discussions with the County about whether better solutions might come out, both in serving the public and also in terms of cost.  Ms. Miele and her committee have been exploring the cost of City Hall functions not related to public safety.  Mr. Nichols has also been included in these discussions. Mr. Smith, from Public Works discussed the safety issue for the Police & Codes.

  Ms. Miele, stated Finance did not recommend that Council approves scope three at this time, and at this time I would like to recommend an amendment to the resolution to remove scope three. Obviously this is work that needs to be done in some fashion, we have a question about space requirements, and about the cost of occupying that space elsewhere in town versus the cost of remaining in City Hall. Some of the finer points in that investigation are not likely to be accomplished by Council, some of the discussions are better suited for an architect.  Scope three is the one is the Finance Committee, in some ways had more information but another ways not giving us enough information to make a recommendation whether or not this City Hall will fulfill all our needs.   She stated she would like to spend the next week or so opening up discussion with Larson Design so that we have a scope three both in cost and in function, that answers the question that City Council and the administration needs to be answered. Scope three is great in theory, but we need to do a little bit more work on it.  Ideally we will see this back in two weeks.

  Mr. Smith stated we also looked at scope three, in order for us to determine how much square footage we are going to need, we need to know how much we have now. What are the needs now? Do the departments have enough space, or do they feel they have too much space? This will also help Mr. Nichols when he does the budget next year of putting the rental amounts together based on square footage. In our discussion, we felt that before we can even think about looking at another building, we have to know how much square footage we need.  The other thing we did was discuss scope number two, there is a lot of involvement, if we moved to a new building, we have to look at access to parking. When we look at the Larson Design paperwork, we did do a couple of estimates and he gave us a little bit of understanding of at least two of the projects. One of them is converting the existing passenger elevator to a front and rear elevator. Their idea is around $200,000 just for that one phase, when we look at the City Hall improvements, which we know the thermostats are in very bad shape and there other issues that have to be looked at, and again these are just preliminary estimates, $225,000, and that did not include the City Hall interior approve minutes looking at the electrical system and how that should be updated. He also spoke about the fire alarm system, stating there are so many things to look at, and we just have to start warming these projects and opinions and what we are looking at dollar wise. The public should be aware that what we are trying to do is what should be the best costs method. We want to get it right.
  Dr. Williamson stated what he has heard from the two committees is scope one is a no brainer, and we want to make sure that the Police Department is enhanced, and scope three, the decision would be to remove it for now because the approach of Council has been very deliberate and very conservative to make sure that we take step-by-step processes for making the decisions for City Hall.  We need to make low-cost or no-cost decisions before we proceed to make any cost or higher costs decisions that would move us forward to it path that we could recover from.  The next step would be an amendment and remove scope three from this resolution.  
Ms. Miele made a motion to remove scope 3 and remove from paragraph to identifying the individual space needed in City Hall, remove scope three in paragraph 3, change the dollar amount to $13,700.  The proposed amendment would be to remove scope three from both the title and in paragraph three of the resolution and strike from the second whereas statement where we use the final phrase and identify the individual needs of City Hall. And modify the number at the end of the third paragraph of the resolution from $26,900, to $13,700.
Mr. Allison seconded it.

Mr. Smith stated, he understood why we are doing that but this might delay us, with the County, what is the intent as we can move ahead with any further discussions with the County.

Ms. Miele stated, the intent is to take two weeks figure out the proper scope with Larson Design and have it back before us in two weeks for approval.  We are talking that there are a couple of things that are really included in scope three.  To a certain extent, scope three was a little too detailed, and they were a few things that weren't included, and a broad costs of staying in City Hall.  

  Dr. Williamson stated it is his understanding that Larson design knows that that might be coming and what we are asking them for is a smaller scope and then followed up by a bigger scope if there decision is continue to proceed.

  Mr. Smith had a concern will that cost us more money?

  Dr. Williamson answered no, it will actually cost us less money.  He asked for a vote on the amendment.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. All were in favor.

Dr. Williamson asked any comments on the resolution.

  Mr. Noviello just wanted to say for our viewing audience to give some recognition to the Chief who has worked so diligently on this.  I think he had a first-hand roll on this and it's been very crucial, and I want to thank him for that.   Back to the concerns of Mr. Grimes, we need to update some of the signage in and around City Hall.  We need to include things posting by office hours and they could serve the purpose for a while. And again to reiterate what has been said, this was once a post office. 

  Mr. Smith stated we did ask the administration to look into the signage issue, since we did ask the administration to look into hopefully, we can meet some of Mr. Grimes concerns.

  Mr. Allison stated over the years, the needs and demands change a lot, just like the Y and they had people look into it. So there is a lot of that here right now.  We are thinking of function, we are thinking of efficiency and how we can best use the taxpayer’s money, and provide not just the same services but different services in a better way that the public needs.

  Mrs. Katz stated one of the things that comes to everybody's attention is when you are in a working environment you become accustomed to your environment, so when a department starts changing, everybody starts questioning, how things can be made better, so this has opened everybody's eyes to the fact that there are changes that have to be made effectively.  We are finding out, just like in any old building, you break through one wall and it creates a problem for other areas. We are taking this cautiously and we are going to be making intelligent choices here.
  Dr. Williamson stated because of the changing needs of providing the services, this building means money invested in it. We are doing the minimum necessary to make sure that the Police Department security is addressed here, but if City Hall should remain City Hall, there will be money that needs to be invested and that money will far exceed the half million dollars that we have created in the line of credit.  We are talking at least several million dollars.  All of my colleagues said this tonight, can we do better, or cheaper?  In this facility versus a new facility, can we serve the public better and do a more cost effectively, if you say this building, then we must expect more money being spent.  We need to figure out spend money so we serve the public best and most effectively.
  Mr. Henderson stated he just wanted to mention not to forget to add the fact, the money that we will be spending is not money that we have.   We don’t have the money to spend.   So what we are doing is we are trying to protect the commitment that our children will be making and paying.   They will be paying this so we have to be very careful.  

Dr. Williamson asked a vote on the resolution as amended.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. All were in favor.

Resolution #8588
Resolution to Approve the 2016 James David Robinson Cultural Arts Grant Program
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Allison asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.
Mr. Cillo stated Janice kind of summed this up, this was reviewed by Finance.

Ms. Sterling added, these were reviewed by the Recreation Committee and that's how we determined which organizations received the money.

  Ms. Miele stated Finance did review this grant disbursement and passed it to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.  There was a change in one of the funding items which would be there community league which got funding this year. This is an unfortunately a small pool money for the city to put into the arts center, but we do try to make a go as far as we can. We will be funding five worthwhile projects this year and it is nice to see that we can get that far.

  Mr. Noviello stated he sat in on this commission and he stated he abstained from voting because he didn't want to make that decision. They did the choosing as best as possibly could be done and certainly anything related to the educational series should be done ,

Mr. Allison asked if there were any other comments. Hearing none.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson abstained.
Resolution #8589
Resolution – Geo Plan Software Upgrade/PSA

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Wray stated this resolution is to upgrade the aging codes records management system software to a new version, and the work is to be done by Geo decisions. This was reviewed by finance and public works.

  Mr. Smith stated we reviewed this on Tuesday and what this is just to update the Geo plan of the city that we currently have which is very old. The company is the Geo decisions company in Camp Hill Pennsylvania which is the company that hosts what we are currently using. This is not been updated in at least five years. This is updated software that will work with the current software that we have updating information that the codes Department and other departments can both utilize. We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Ms. Miele stated Finance did forward this to the full body Council with positive recommendation with the note that it is an fortunately both more money initially for the upgrade then we have been paying the software and probably something around triple the money on an annual basis. However on the bright side we will get more functionality, we do have a number of important changes. The program will look very similar which is why Codes Department wanted to continue with the software. You can pretty easily be updated. We will be getting a superior version of the same software.

  Dr. Williamson asked if there were any other comments or questions, hearing none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. All were in favor.

Certificate of Appropriateness  - HARB 
All items are recommended for approval unless noted

Item 2. Peabody Investments Inc. 
  322 Campbell Street

A.    Repair existing or install new as needed ½ round gutters and round downspouts.  Paint to match trim color:   

B.    Repair or replace rotted wood on porches as needed, including decorative railings, tongue & groove deck, tight weave lattice, and brackets.  Match original material and appearance.  

C.    Prime and paint all wood trim, doors & windows- colors:  Narragansett Green HC-157 and Philadelphia Cream HC-30.  Back priming of tongue & groove recommended.

D.    Paint fire escape, same color as existing. (brown)

E.    Repair existing wood windows.  Replace broken glass.  Retain all colored (flash) glass.

Item 3.  Peabody Investments Inc.
300 Campbell Street

A. Repair broken porch railing with wood to same as original appearance.   

B. Repair or replace rotted wood on porch as needed.  This includes railings, tongue & groove deck, square lattice, and trims.  Match the original material and appearance.  .

C. Prime and paint wood trim, deck, doors & windows- colors: Narragansett Green HC-157 and Philadelphia Cream HC-30.  Back priming is recommended

Item 4. Gary Roupp
        506 West Third Street

A.  Prepare and paint all previously painted surfaces.  Colors to be similar to existing.  SW7741 Willow Tree for pillars, window and door sills, casings.   SW7629 Gray for window sash, dormers.  Accent as appropriate with the gray.  

B.    Repair any damaged wood with wood or 2 part epoxy to same as existing appearance

Item 5 Expectations Women’s Center
        854 West Third Street

A. Excavate and pour new footers for front porch.  Raise sunken ends.  

B. Reattach any rails and install framed 1” x 1” tight weave wood lattice.. Touch up paint to match existing colors

Item 6.  Jeffery & Deb Porter

329 Maynard Street

A. Replace rotten window and door sills as needed.  Match existing profiles and appearance.  Replacement wood will be a hardwood…African mahogany, sipo, Spanish cedar or similar. 

B. Repair minor rot with 2-part, non-shrink epoxy.  (ART Flex-Tec HV)

C.  Repair rot and damage to soffit, fascia, eaves, trim, frieze board…and any other areas as needed.  Use hardwood.  Match original profiles and appearance.

D. Paint to match existing.  HC 50 Georgian brick, HC135 Lafayette green, HC-56 Georgetown pink beige

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the Certificates of Appropriateness for HARB.
Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions, hearing none.

The certificates of appropriateness were carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. All were in favor.

Accept for filing   



Public Works Minutes 05/10/16, 6/7/16



Finance Committee Minutes 05/10/16



Housing Needs 05/10/16



Historic Preservation Minutes 06/15/16



AD HOC Committee on Split Tax 06/14/16


Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes 07/25/16, 8/8/16



Brandon Park Commission 05/17/16, 06/16/16



Shade Tree Commission 05/17/16



Public Safety Minutes 06/07/16



Controller’s Report July 2016



WMWA & Sanitary Authority Minutes 5/25/16, 6/22/16, & 7/27/16




HARB Minutes 07/19/16

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve these minutes.
Ms. Miele made the motion and Mr. Allison seconded it.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were comments or questions, hearing none.

The minutes were accepted for filing with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes. All were in favor.

Announcements
   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, September 15, 2016 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.   (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:

 Monday, Sept 5



CITY HALL CLOSED

 Tuesday, Sept 6

                12:00 PM  Public Safety Committee

 Monday, Sept 12


   12:00 PM  Fair Housing scr

 Tuesday, Sept 13 


   10:00 AM  Blighted Property





                12:00 PM  Public Works






     3:30 PM  Finance Committee

Wednesday, Sept 14

     3:30 PM  O&E Pension

      Thursday Sept 15


   10:30 AM  Zoning Hearing Board





                  4:00 PM  Board of Health






     7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]

Dr. Williamson asked for questions or comments from members of City Council.

  Mrs. Katz stated she would like to say these past two weeks have put our great city in the limelight, there were three fantastic events. We had the Little League World Series, Grand Slam parade was as great as ever and this parade came about from Gov. Rendell. The first parade was put together by company from Allentown and the governor also gave us money which was turned over to the Chamber and they have done a great job ever since.  The next event with the Trade & Transit II, the next generation. Mr. Nichols has again provided our city with another cornerstone, this one being a deck to a Center City asset, and we thank you for it and we also thank you all on that fateful day, the voices of Matt, Dave, Charles, and Tony saw a vision and we all think Bill for bringing this vision to fruition. Then we had the Williamsport welcomes the world, this came about by the Mayor when you realize the businesses here did not benefit from Little League. The city partnered with the Chamber and this incredible event came to be. With all these events came so much work from the City, Tom Cillo, you and your department whipped the City back into shape after each event. You would never know that thousands of people were on our streets. Our police and fire Department were also front and center. I want to thank Cindy, Linda, Vicki, Cindi, Jason, and Katherine and all the volunteers that put all of these events together. Thank you for making all of these events a success.
Dr. Williamson asked for questions or comments from the administration.

There was none.

Dr. Williamson asked for questions or comments from the general public.

There was none. 
  Adjournment
 
Dr.  Williamson asked for motion to adjourn.


Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Allison and a second by Mrs. Katz
Motion was carried by unanimous   9:48  PM “ayes’ .
Janice M. Frank
City Clerk 
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