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  Thursday, September 4, 2014







    



          Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, Sept. 4, 2014 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Skip Smith and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

     Approval of the August 7, 2014 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Mr. Noviello  and  Mr. Allison second and a roll call of six yes  votes. There were no questions or comments.  (Vote 6/0) Mrs. Katz. was absent, 
Limited Courtesy of the Floor
There were no requests for this evening.

Presentation – Sally Weigand
Sally gave a presentation on Family Fun & Drug Awareness in Brandon Park.  This event was scheduled for September 6, 2014 from 10:00 AM until 2:00 PM.  She named some of the sponsors and the events that are being held.  There will be refreshments and pony rides as well as games for kids. This event will be held in Brandon Park.  The County has also offered to help.  The Sun-Gazette did advertise the event. Everyone thanked Sally for the event.
The Mayor read the appointments.
Appointments

Civil Service Commission

Charles Holmes, 825 Rural Ave. is appointed to a 4 year term commencing 9/4/14 and ending  9/4/18
Karen Miller, 335 Rural Ave  is appointed to a 3 year term commencing 9/4/14 and ending 9/4/17.
Curly Jett, 634 Fourth Ave is appointed to a 2 year term commencing 9/4/14 & ending 9/4/16. 

Alternates for Civil Service Commission
Harold “Butch” Anthony, 422 W. Edwin St is appointed to a 3 year term commencing 9/4/14 & ending 9/4/17.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these appointments.
Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

The appointments were carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.
Public Hearing – Conditional Use with the Williamsport Islamic Center 322 Locust St.

  Mr. Hall explained how a public hearing works and he declared it open.  He then asked if there was anyone here who wished to speak in favor of the public hearing.

  Mr. Knarr stated this is a request for the Williamsport Islamic Center to open a worship center in Williamsport.  In order to do this, there needs to be a public hearing and it has been properly advertised.  He can entertain any questions.
  Dr. Rajjou , of Campbell St., stated as you know the Center was originally located at 1663 Memorial Ave.  That building was too large for us and we decided to move to 322 Locust St.  it was vacant and it fit the need for community. We would like to have it as a public place for everyone to be able to use it. We will have activities and celebration, a prayer five times a day, we will have ample parking which will suit the community. We planned to open a school program for children to educate them about cultures and our religion. We appreciate all who will vote for us in this regard and we will answer any questions.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were others here who would like to speak in favor. There were none. Mr. Hall asked if there were any present who would like to speak against this conditional use. There were none.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to close the public hearing.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

The public hearing was closed with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.

Conditional Use – Williamsport Islamic Center – 322 Locust St.
  Mr. Knarr stated this is a conditional use request for the Williamsport Islamic Center located at 322 Locust St. It is in the R2 zoning district. It is currently a vacant building. You do have a letter specifying what they want to do and the seven criteria is met as well as the parking is adequate, and they will have to meet all building codes upon occupancy at this time.

  Mr. Hall asked for any questions or comments. There were none.

The conditional use was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.   
Demolition – 354 Academy St. – Frank Morrone

  Mr. Gerardi, this is a request for a demolition located at 354 Academy St. The property is located in the central business district. The property is currently used as a rental and it is now vacant. A land development plan will be required prior to any construction, if it is not done within three months, grass will be planted. This building was previously approved back in 2008 for demolition. We do have representatives here. Their intent is to grass it at this point, possible developing a future parking lot.

  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve.

Mr. Smith made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Gerardi stated this is no time frame for demolition, it is not really required, I feel it would be nice to come to Council because there could be different members.  That is why I brought this property back to Council for demolition approval tonight.
Mr. Hall asked for a vote on this demolition.

The demolition was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 310-312 East Third St. – James Malee

  Mr. Gerardi stated the owner wants to paint the main body of the building, there will be a color called string which is a gray, the door will be a peacock blue. The building is located in the central business district. I have attached photos of showing what the building looks like now. It is now presently being painted because I gave permission because of the long wait between these last couple Council meetings.  The colors are very consistent with the colors we have approved before and that is the reason why it is being painted.  Also he wanted to get started with the paint before the weather turns cold.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.
Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Hall asked for votes on the certificate of appropriateness.
The certificate of appropriateness was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was six to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 228 Government Place – Rapmitco Properties.
  Mr. Gerardi stated this request was approved by Planning Commission on August 6, 2014.  This is a request to paint the first floor front entrances, a gray color very similar to the string gray color, if you look at the pictures you see there it is a canary yellow, and the lime green walls.  They  will be gray.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the certificate.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was six to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.
Ordinance #6263
An Ordinance Amending an Ordinance of the City of Williamsport being known as Council Bill# 2868, Approved January 21, 1961, as Amended, establishing Stop Signs, Parking Signs, & other Changes to the Traffic Code & Amending Traffic Control Maps  Bill #1630-14 (final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance in final reading.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Grado stated this is on second reading of the traffic changes, which undergo a 90 day trial period. They were reviewed by Council at the last meeting and we have had no adverse comments regarding the changes.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments, hearing none.

The ordinance was carried in final reading with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.
Bill #1631-14
Ordinance Transfer & Closing of Thirty-Fourth Year (2008) Community Development Block Grant Fund (first reading)

The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the ordinance in first reading.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Grado, this item is related to the item as part of the award for Memorial swimming pool. The ordinance puts funding, additional funding from the community development block grant budget by closing out year 2008 of community development with some funding that we have had available on that. What this will do is now $94,551.69 that would be left in year 2008 into a line item in 2012 for Memorial pool renovations.
  Mr. Hall stated this was reviewed by finance committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated at our review we did combine the discussion of little bit, one of the things we discussed is that Mr. Grade’s department closes out block grants on a regular basis. These were leftover funds after the project was completed and so we passed this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.
Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions. Hearing none.

The ordinance did carry on first reading with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.
Resolution #8369
Resolution Awarding the Contract for the Memorial Swimming Pool Renovation Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Simpson, this is for award of a bid for Port Vue Plumbing in the amount of $883,000. They were the lowest of two bidders that were submitted. In the memorandum, there are details about the expenses and how we came to the dollar figures that we are at. He read all the ad alternates.  The total comes to $54,300. Which gives us a total of $$8083, he then proceeded to go to individual cost of each unit. A total project cost is $997,997.75.  He reviewed the revenue side which matches all costs.  We are looking at still going out to try to receive more dollars to fund the rest of this project and we do have the remaining ad alternates that the administration wants to follow.

  Dr. Williamson stated at our review at the finance committee meeting on Tuesday, we learned little bit about how the structure of the revenue side would work. We would like to publicly thank the First Community foundation for the $200,000 that was announced this week to the overall effort and this will allow us a number of water features that we would not be able to allow or afford.  Two or three years ago, a feasibility study for a pool totaled about $5 million and the million dollars contributing to all of the effort will be a pretty nice facility.  There are active efforts to go on a recruit former partners to help us fill in the gap. It is nice to be able to see different sources of revenue coming in.  He suggested establishing a maintenance fund for future costs on this pool so that we don't incur legacy costs. We passed this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Noviello stated he was grateful for all the efforts, in particular the Recreation Commission with all their efforts. They have been having a lot of meetings and making a lot of efforts towards this goal.
Mr. Hall asked if there were any more comments or questions. Hearing none, Mrs. Frank.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.

Resolution #8370
Resolution Municipal Obligation for the Year Ending 2014

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Nichols, this annual resolution sets forth the city's minimal obligation of the budget year required by act 205.  It is a requirement of the state and the resolution related pension reports which are prepared by the city's actuaries, must be submitted to City Council by the end of September. Next year's MMO requirement is required to be 3,000,287 and this number is based on current employees census information, the January 1, 2013 evaluation for pension plans and various pension fund assumptions.  For comparison purposes, in our memo, there is a table showing our obligation for the past three years. The 2015 MMO shows about a 4% increase over 2014 and this is resulting from slight increases in the amortization payments for required for each of the city's three pension funds. Also as part of next year's budget is be putting in an amount of around $900,000 which is revenue we anticipate from the state to help fund the MMO requirements. So we are asking your approval of this resolution.
  Dr. Williamson stated we reviewed this at Finance meeting, there were a couple topics, if you looked at the details on any of the three budgets, what you find is you have a number that is our normal costs that pays our current obligation based on our current staffing in our current retirees, etc.  This payment was actually described as a mortgage and where the mortgage comes from is from our returns, he talked about the legacy costs……he explained why you shouldn’t pass legacy costs on….there is no out at this point except to say that we put some policies in place and the various pension boards have adopted some new policies.  We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Smith asked about the difference of $153,000……between 2014 and 2015?

  Mr. Nichols stated that is the number that we are going to have to budget the next year's budget.

  Mr. Smith stated so we are looking to put that money in the budget for next year.

  Mr. Nichols stated that is correct.

  Mr. Smith stated he just wanted to verify that.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any more questions, hearing none.

The Resolution was carried six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.
Resolution # 8371
Resolution to Approve an Agreement with Thomas Point Assoc. for Preparation of a Redevelopment Plan for the Eastern Business District of the City

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
  Mr. Grado stated, this is an agreement between the City of Williamsport and Thomas Point Assoc. Purpose of conducting a market study, revitalization strategy for that section of the city's business district, E. Of Market St. and going to the East city line. There is a memorandum of agreement between Lycoming college, the County of Lycoming, and we have Megan Lehman here from the County that will be working with us on this as a consultant.  Lycoming College is funding $25,000, and we have received a grant of $25,000 and the city is funding $25,000, so that is a total $75,000.  We looked at the old city area and through the E. 3rd St., Gateway commission, the consultant that was interviewed, it was determined that the marketing study would be the old city area and the E. 3rd St. area. We saw the opportunity to include the E. 3rd St., Gateway area, and this will even show a larger marketing strategy initiative for those areas more so than those that were initially anticipated in the old city application. We were able to do what was intended in the old city area, we are able to do all this for an additional $8700.  The college agrees to fund half of that cost in the city will fund the other that cost. The total $84,000 provide was originally in the grant as well as what can be accomplished in the E. 3rd St., Gateway. This was reviewed by finance committee.

  Megan Lehman, from the County stated we are here to support you and we are providing staff resources that have been pledged by the County commissioners. I will be in contact and offering mapping services, and I will assisting in getting the project boundaries updated and overall will be coordinating and providing project management assistance.  There are a lot of moving parts of this program that are still moving as the two groups come together to work on this one project jointly. We are very exciting about the merger and we're excited started on this because it will have significant value added by taking the time to do this due diligence upfront.  

  Dr. Williamson thanked the County for all the help and the Commissioners for allowing that to happen as well as the work as our ERC Committee and Randy Allison.  As for the finance and, we have secured $75,000 going into the project combine from states money, money allocated by Council and the administration as well as buddy from the college. He stated he personally sat on the interviews that occurred, it became pretty obvious to the commission and those at that meeting that it only made sense for efficiency sake to combine the efforts that had been initiated by Council for old city and by the Mayor in the commission for E. 3rd St., Gateway, combined those efforts and move forward in that direction. In doing so, it was pretty obvious that the original $75,000 budget would have to grow.   I am also happy to hear from the Mayor that he had come to an agreement with the college and that we would be splitting those costs. The perspective that Thomas Point as an organization brought to the table, was very much the kind of thing that we needed to see and that all the parties involved were satisfied that their scope will work reflected above and beyond the marketing presentation. In particular, we learned that they had been involved with the revitalization planning that occurred in Lancaster. The finance committee passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
  Mr. Noviello stated this is a nice time the public to take note of the various blending of governing bodies to put something together.  It is a good opportunity to show how we can all work together.

  Mr. Allison stated, I believe the process began last year sometime, we did a lot of preparation that was needed, not just investigation, building relationships, lines of communication, with governing bodies and private institutions. A lot of groundwork has been laid and I believe the payoff will be in the future. The other thing I am excited about is we are accomplishing something that we talked a lot about and we are seeing it. We are not going to be the developer, but we have been able to facilitate a process that has us to go forward to initiate the development. I think that is the best thing that government does, to help those things move forward. As far as giving out kudos and credit, I would like to thank John Grado because first of all the ERC began to look at this and we realize we needed someone to give us purpose and direction because we were looking into a development area. So John helped us get the County in, who gracelessly came in our first meeting and we had a lot of discussion about how this was going to move forward, and Lycoming college got involved and they have become a key player now.  Dr. Trache is a great asset, not to just this development but to our community as a whole. Kim Wheeler came in on that and she has some fabulous work through us through her knowledge and her relationships with the DCED and enabled us to get this grant and lay the groundwork to go forward. I would also like to thank, and I believe to give credit where credit is due, the reason why the ERC began to look at this area because we were approached by some individuals who are concerned about how that area was going to be developed because Susquehanna Trailways had moved out and the building had been torn down. We didn't know what was going to happen there. Our Council President, Bill Hall approached me and said that everyone in Council had gotten those e-mails and letters, and he said this would be a good thing for ERC to look at. So I'd like to thank Council President Hall for initially getting the ball rolling in that direction. There has been a lot of hard work and a lot of meetings and a lot of cooperation but we are on the verge of seeing some really good things come out of this. We are all very excited to work with Meghan who has jumped right in and has focused in on the intent and everything.
  Mr. Hall thanked Mr. Allison. He feels that the developers offer things as well, as they are not used to  government, taking a backseat, they are used to government directing it.  This process has not been done in this state and we are first so I hope when the bumps come, and there will be bumps, and when they happen, we will get past them. There is more to come.

  Ms. Miele, stated we have incorporated a lot of space for public input, and by public I mean not just the developers, our elected officials, and the businesses in the neighborhood, the people who are already operating in functional lives in that area. It is critical that we get their input and there will be public meetings and is much as we can work to alert people who live in that area and is much as we can make them aware, that can be an element that really has a lot of power to change the planning, the outcome of the plan and the eventual addition to that neighborhood.
  Mr. Hall stated the cost of this went to $75,000 to $84,000 and Dr. Trachte offered to pick up ½ of that.  And we did our Council budget last year we set money aside in legislative contingency if we would have to kick in another $5000, that's when you find money and you want to transfer ordinance. So we have that study fully funded and the swimming pool done. He asked for any comments or questions.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs.  Katz was absent.
Resolution #8372
Resolution Awarding the Contract for the 2014 Street Reconstruction Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.
  Mr. Grado stated on August 19 we had a bid opening for the 2014 Street reconstruction project. We received three bids and HRI was the low bid in the amount of $762,095.05. We are asking Council to award the contract. Provided in the back of the documents is an outline of the revenue we intend to use the fund the project. The City’s Act 13 funds that Council allocated in the amount of $428,000, the general fund is $50,000 for brick work, the state liquid fuels is 41,980, County liquid fuels is 23, 543, and community development, we had $350,000 of funding. The balance of the funds will come from community block grant.  He named the streets that are being done this year under this project. We are asking Council's approval to do the work, and there's a cut off with Penn Dot to start the work, so they have until May 31 of the next year, or June, to complete the project. This was reviewed by the finance committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated, at our review we noted some the history of Street reconstruction. It was eight years ago that City Council emphasized and began to focus on the need to allocate additional revenue, they began to focus the process of trying to focus on Street reconstruction. That process has been slow but steady over the years, the pattern had generally been about $600-$650,000. In the last two years, however thanks to natural gas impact funds, we have been able to not only allocate the normal funding that we become accustomed to but we have tried to accelerate the recovery of the condition of our roads. We have made some significant strides based on last year's budgeting and this year's budgeting.  The finance committee sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked for more questions or comments.  Hearing none.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.
Resolution #8373
Resolution Emergency Operations Plan for the City

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

  Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.
  Asst. Chief Heckman this is the resolution for adoption 2014 through 2016 emergency operations plan the City of Williamsport is mandated by FEMA and is required to be updated every two years.  This was reviewed by the public safety committee and was given a recommendation to move forward for approval to City Council.
  Mr. Smith stated this was brought to Public Safety and Chief Heckman went over the basic plan. This has been updated to meet the FEMA regulations. The major portion of this still continues to be the same with a new basic changes. We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.  He thanked Chief Heinbach and Chief Heckman.  He also wanted to inform everyone about the NIMS requirement and we will need to update everyone on the requirement.
The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.

Certificates of Appropriateness – HARB

 HARB AUGUST 12, 2014 – 

All items are recommended for approval unless otherwise noted

Item 2.Weightman Block LP

770 West Fourth Street

A. Remove 4 foot from the top of the brick chimney in the rear courtyard (east rear of building).  Install a new metal liner and concrete cap

Item 3.Gloria Miele

1042 West Fourth Street

A. Remove center portion of connected front porch (section without a roof)  

B. Restore and repair the remaining two porches with same as existing material and appearance.  Install balusters, trim, vertical lattice… to match, as needed.  

C. Paint same as existing colors.

Item 4. Liz Miele

525 West Fourth Street

A. Construct a flat roof over the side entrance porch (one story).  Support with columns (salvaged if possible) similar to the front porch.  Finish with similar compatible trim.

B. Roof to be either black rubber roofing or panel metal roofing.

C. Paint same as existing
Item 5. Salvatore & Deborah Porchia

313 Maynard Street 

A. Repair rotted trim as needed.  Where necessary, replace with new wood sections, same appearance as the original.  Paint same as existing. 

B. Remove existing double plank, wood fence.  Install new fence, same appearance, in same location.  Paint or stain earth color.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the HARB recommendations items 4 & 5.

The items were approved with five yes roll call votes.  Ms. Miele abstained.  Mrs. Katz was absent.

Item 6. Randall Allison 
938 Vine Avenue

A. Remove existing asphalt roof and replace with Heritage architectural shingles, Old English Pewter shade.

B. Repair, patch existing, cracked concrete slab at side of property.  
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve item 6.

The item was approved with five yes roll call votes.  Mr. Allison abstained.  Mrs. Katz was absent.
Item 7. Gerald Kimble

945 Vine Avenue

A. Excavate and construct a new exterior basement entrance on the East side of the building.  Construct with cinderblock cheek walls, wood steeps (interior) and finish with a bilco type door.  Paint to match building.

Item 8.  Castillo Apartments

942 944 West Fourth Street

A. Repair and reinstall all wood posts, railings, spindles, wood and metal trims.  Work will be in-kind and match the original appearances.  Repair any weak or rotted decking with fir tongue and groove.  Porch will match original appearances.

B. Paint porch and trim colors to be determined later.  

Item 9. Castle of Castillo

324 Walnut

A. Remove existing windows and storms.  Replace with Ply Gem almond double hung windows, Six over One pane.  New windows are to properly fit existing opening without alteration of opening size.  Existing trim, casings and sills are to be retained and repaired to original appearance. 

B.  Repair stucco as needed.  Match the original stucco pattern and material composition.   

C. Paint building and trim – Colors: Peace Yellow SW2857, Rookwood Antique Gold SW2814, Classical WhiteSW2829-accent, Roycroft Bottle GreenSW2847

Item 10. Preservation Williamsport - Rowley House.  

707 West 4th Fourth Street

A. Remove leaking asphalt roof and replace with Architectural shingles, slate gray color
Mr. Hall stated we have to do this with three separate votes.   The first set of items to approve are items, 2, 7, 8 & 9....He asked for a motion to approve.
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.  

The HARB certificates were carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.

The next item for approval was item 6, Randall Allison.  

The HARB certificate was approved with five yes roll call votes.  The vote was 5 to 0.  Mr. Allison abstained, Mrs. Katz was absent.

Mr. Hall stated the last two items for approval are items 3 & 4.  He asked for a motion to approve.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

The HARB certificate was approved with five yes roll call votes.  The vote was 5 to 0.  Ms. Miele abstained, Mrs. Katz was absent.

Accept for filing: 

Williamsport Water & Sanitary Minutes 07/23/14 

 
Finance Committee Meeting 06/10/14 & 06/24/14, 07/08/14


Public Works Committee Minutes 06/10/14 & 7/22/14

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept these minutes for filing.

 Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.
The minutes were approved with six yes roll call votes.  Mrs. Katz was absent.

Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




      Monday, Sept 8

  
 12:00 PM  Planning Commission 








 12:00 PM  Fair Housing (scr)








   3:30 PM  ERC







                4:00 PM  Recreation Meeting



      Tuesday, Sept 9


   9:00 AM  Housing Needs


                   




  12:00 PM  Public Works








   3:30 PM  Finance Meeting


                   Wednesday, Sept 10

 11:00 AM  East Third St Revaluation 



      Thursday, Sept. 11


   7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]

Mr. Allison asked that because there are no items for ERC to please cancel the meeting.  Dr. Williamson asked that the Housing Needs be canceled and Mr. Smith asked that the Public Works meeting to be canceled.

  Mr. Hall asked who is responsible to pay for the advertising of East Third ST. Revitalization Committee Ads, he said he will check into it.  He also stated that at last meeting he asked the administration for certain reports.  To update the public, we have a report on the surveillance camera system complete with the CD….Mr. Smith stated it is a very thorough report and if there are any questions, you can talk to Mayor Campana or Chief Foresman.  

  Mr. Hall stated week of the civil service commission members were filled tonight, so we got two of those items done considerably early.  He asked if any other members of Council had any other comments.

  Dr. Williamson stated in the discussion at finance about the streets, we had a discussion about the alleys. We have heard quite a bit about the conditions of the alleys and they deserve some attention too.  None of them have had a lot of attention as far as their engineering and design work back in the day.  So we discussed that it is maybe something we could consider with the administration about setting up a fund along with the plan to start chipping away at some of the most problematic alleys around the city. Maybe we could create a line item and then identify some sources to use that line item. He stated he would encourage the administration are working on the budget, to maybe establish an alley line item to move forward and getting them into the shape that they should be.

  Mr. Smith stated we have discussed that thoroughly and Public Works committee over the last year or so and as money becomes available through the paving program, as it was pointed out it is a lot less costly than paving.  One of the problems we ran into with maintaining alleys, during a snowstorm we have been plowing alleys, now it's to the point where people want their alleys plowed before the streets are plowed, and we don't have the capabilities to do it.  I know there are many many alleys, some of them should be looked at on a program using the oil and chips program to try to get to the worst of them.  

  Mr. Hall asked for any comments from the administration. There were none. From the general public,
Scott Miller, 822 Tucker St.

I am so glad you all brought up alleys, while they're over there resurfacing, I know a place especially between Charles & Grove St., the potholes actually have potholes because they are so big. Actually if you have any extra asphalt it would be a great place to get it that have done. Also, I was talking to parking enforcement, and I said have you gone to any of  the places that you've been approved going to yet, it has not gotten to their boss, can you please let the parking people know their new areas where they can write citations for. The next thing I want to address is the police calls, there've been properties that I have complained about in the past to the police, nothing was done. Other people have told me that they have called the police about problem properties, now tonight on the news I see a County Commissioner saying this property has been a problem for years and nothing has been done. What has to happen before problem properties are addressed in a timely manner? The one in my neighborhood, the people actually left on their own volition even though at least three different people calling the proper authorities complaining about them over and over and over. Please let the Mayor know when you talk with him that we need to do something about this problem properties in a timely fashion. Not after somebody is shot. And the last thing I am curious about is in the newspaper about the dikes certification and repairs, I am curious to how much the city has actually spent so far on it. I remember a few years back we raised taxes to cover it the cost of dikes certification and repairs etc. I keep seeing oh it's going to be more, it's going to be more, it's going to be more, so I'm asking formally and I'm going to give this to Mrs. Frank a right to know request. I would like to know about the maintenance things that should be done each year and not as a repair listed separately.
Mr. Hall asked if there were any comments or questions. He asked for a motion to adjourn.

Adjournment




Meeting adjourned upon motion by Dr. Williamson and second to motion by Ms. Miele.  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at   9:22  PM.
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