City Council Meeting Minutes of September 4, 2014











 Thursday, September 11,2014







    



          Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, Sept. 11, 2014 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Council President Bill Hall and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

     There were no City Council minutes for approval, 
Limited Courtesy of the Floor
There were no requests for this evening.

Appointments

Way’s Garden Commission

Paul Nyman, 350 Pearson Avenue is appointed to a lifetime term commencing 09/11/14.

Natalie Turri, 1104 Franklin St is appointed to a lifetime term commencing 09/11/14.



The Mayor gave a brief bio of each individual.  

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these appointments.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

The appointees were approved with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Mrs. Katz was absent.

The City Clerk swore the new appointees in during the Council meeting. 

Ordinance – Transfer Ordinance (first reading) Bill #1632-14
The City Clerk read the Ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the ordinance.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Pawlak, this transfer on first reading as the city clerk read the four transfers and the main transfer is being for the flood monitoring up at Grafius Run, and the other transfer is for the marketing and revitalization study for the Old City and E. 3rd St., Gateway project. With that being said this was reviewed on Tuesday the finance committee.

  Dr. Williamson dated at our review we talked about each one of the changes, we knew that the transfer from legislative contingency into the special line item was coming based on what we enacted last week with the consultant. The IT and fire travel to training transfer was to categorize them into more accurate expenditures. We spent a little bit more time talking about the transfer from Police salaries, on the outgoing side, the transfer of $23,000 on the police salaries is made possible by the current size of the police. We have authorize 52 officers to the budget and the current contention is 49, so we are  a few officers down.  We are on the path because the administration brought the new list and they are getting it into place and in theory and make some room, we are probably likely to see any other amount coming on the police salaries go right into overtime.  There probably will not be actual savings.  The inside of this is flood equipment.  The Grafius Run was divided into two phases and we were given tonight some information that Public Works has been working with the administration.  There is a longer term planning process that we know about that will not just how the system to make it work better overall for Grafius Run.  We passed this to the full body Council with positive recommendation.
  Mr. Noviello wanted to add that the Loyalsock supervisors have participated and I wanted to thank them.

  Ms. Miele stated she does appreciate the information and thanked them pulling together. It would be nice for all of us because of the magnitude of complaints in this particular problem to be well versed. Certainly, the other day at finance, we did talk about to a certain extent, about the problem, at least this looks like we have money in place. I'm hoping that we will come up with more permanent solution.  Maybe Mr. Wright could make a presentation to the full body of Council and inform us all, whether or not is $23,000 will be used, to get us out of the temporary situation or a permanent one.
  Mayor Campana stated there will be periodic updates in terms of the system.  

  Ms. Miele stated it would be nice if the full body of Council has an update about this because we are all getting questions about this.  I personally will try to attend the public works meeting about it, but it would be nice to know exactly what is happening.

  Mr. Smith stated any member of City Council can attend any Public  Works meeting at any time. We also are available by e-mail and telephone. Any time that a Council member needs any information, they can certainly contact us or come to a public works meeting. It is not an item that could be put into executive session. It doesn't fall under personnel for negotiations, however we are always available should you need any information.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any comments or questions. Hearing none Mrs. Frank.

The ordinance does carry on first reading with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent. 
Resolution # 8374
Resolution to Accept a Certified Local Government (CLG) Grant No. 61402

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and second by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Grado stated this is a $15,000 grant from a federal grant, that is administered to the National Park Services, by the state preservation offices.  The purpose is for an update to assist the County in funding a preservation plan. We did execute a memorandum of understanding between the state and the preservation office to mitigate the demolition of the Bro-Dart site.  One of those stipulations was that the County update the County plan and the city's significant sites and building structures. These funds will go towards the project.  There is a 50% match, the city's portion of that match is $3000 is part to be gained through in-kind services of Mary Rucinski, our preservation officer.  The balance of funds the $12,000 in cash of kind services would be through the County. This was reviewed by the finance committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated we clarified that accepting this grant does not commit this anything new that we haven't already intended to do based on information that we have going back to the Bro-Dart project. In fact, it does enable us to do what we intended to do with somebody else's resources instead of our own. Another part of the positive partnership between the City and the County and the state, in terms of what is happening at the Bro-Dart site and spilling over to a variety of other parts of the community so we passed it to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.
Resolution #8375
Resolution Authorizing the Adoption of a Revised Fare Structure for RVT
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution
Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.
  Mr. Nichols, this resolution is the last step of River Valley Transit’s approved policy in revising fares.  We did publish a notice in the local paper and we also had a public hearing on the fourth of this month and provided information to our customers through the information of a ride guide. Our fare adjustment policy not only details the process for revising fares but also maintains us with PA Act 89 of 2013 regulations for receiving grant funding.  In particular, it is specified that our policy must outline how we will just fares to meet the rate of inflation.  You can see that that percentage increase or fair adjustment is approximately 7.3% and the consumer price index is slightly higher that shows 8.3%.  This rate includes the estimated rate of inflation through the end of this year. We always utilize other factors were never we adjust spares and we have to look at what is needed to balance our budget and consideration of all the revenue sources.  We still are maintaining the lowest discounted fares in the state as it relates to other transit systems. The finance committee did review this information on Tuesday.

  Dr. Williamson stated we heard much of that in a bit more detail and we asked and it was stated that rates have not changed since 2011 and the level of adjustment is in line with the inflation.  The law allows us to balance the books, and balance the budget. This is almost an entirely an inflation adjustments.  Dr. Williamson asked Mr. Nichols, how much increase revenue this will generate.

  Mr. Nichols replied we expect about a 4 to 5% increase which would be about $30-$40,000.
The finance committee passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

 Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments.
The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.

Mr. Hall explained to the public that we have had two meetings in a row and the agenda is very difficult to put together two weeks in a row and the City Clerk has filled that difficult task, therefore, I am allowing these two sub-divisions to be placed on the agenda. They did come in late, simply because the guys who are trying to get business done should not be penalized because we only had one meeting in August.  Mr. Hall thanked the City Clerk for her efforts. 

Subdivision – Warrior Run Dev. Corp.  Tax parcel #67-026-701-14

Mr. Knarr, stated this is a lot subdivision.  It is currently in the R2 zoning district, the current use is a vacant lot, and the proposed use would be a single family home on the lot itself.  I did go through planning as well as the County planning and they both made positive recommendation with no further comments. There is a representative here.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the subdivision..

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Smith asked if these have met all the storm water requirements, because I know in the past we've had some issues with it.

  Mr. Knarr, yes they have. What I have been doing is all the subdivisions, that we require storm water maintenance agreements and we have signed that and have completed the updated water ordinance.

  Mr. Hall asked if Warrior Run Sub Division owned by Mr. Yoder?  He then asked to speak with the representative.

  Mr. Dale Shreck, Manager of Sales for Yoder

  Mr. Hall asked him, if 10 years ago, city Council do the development or approved a development for land being transferred to Warrior Run Development Corporation, in and around Nichols place, do you know anything about that at all ?  The intent was it for to be around 8 to 10 single family dwelling homes and only got out of it so far for free land, can you be so kind as to have Mr. Yoder give me a call?

  Mr. Shreck stated he did not know anything about that and he would have Mr. Yoder call him.

Mr. Hall asked for any other questions or comments. There were none.

The subdivision was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.
Subdivision – Robert J. & Constance R. Kibler, Tax Parcel #67-027-300

Mr. Knarr, this is a single lot subdivision request by Robert & Constance Kibler, in the R2 zoning district, it is currently a single family home with the sensory structures they are requesting to sub divide the lot.  It did go through the County planning as well as city planning and they made a positive recommendations with no further actions. There is a representative here.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the subdivision.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

There were no comments or questions.

The subdivision was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.
Accept for filing

Public Safety Committee Minutes 08/05/14

Public Works Committee Minutes 08/05/14

Controller/Treasurer Report July 2014

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept those reports for filing.
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

There were no questions or comments.

The minutes were carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Mrs. Katz was absent.

Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, September 25, 2014 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. There will be a Police Pension Board Meeting immediately following this Council Meeting.   (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




      Tuesday, Sept 16


  10:00 AM  Blighted Property








    7:00 PM  HARB



      Thursday, Sept 18


  10:30 AM  Zoning Hearing Board








    4:00 PM  Board of Health


                   Friday, Sept. 19


  12:00 PM  Housing Appeals Board



      Monday, Sept 22


  12:00 PM  Planning Commission



      Tuesday, Sept 23


  12:00 PM  Public Works Meeting








   3:30 PM  Finance Meeting



      Wednesday, Sept 24

 11:30 AM  Redevelopment Authority Meeting



      Thursday, Sept. 25


   7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]





Mr. Hall asked for any comments from Council or the administration.

There were none.

The general public:

Mr. Ralph Keller, 203 Hughes St. actually I would just like to address Council as being a member of the recreation commission of some unscheduled changes here. On a regularly scheduled meeting this past Monday, we decided that there are so many activities going on the rest of the year that one meeting a month is not enough. We took about in to consideration and that we are going to start meeting twice a month. Mrs. Frank, being very efficient already, she had these agendas printed before we were able to make a change.  I just wanted you to know that our next regularly scheduled meeting will be Monday the 22nd at 4 PM, and going forward we will be meeting twice a month on the second and fourth Mondays 4 PM.

Mr. Hall stated in those meetings are open to the public, and where are they held?

Mr. Keller stated it depends which room is open, sometimes here and sometimes the Sechler room.

The last one was in Council chambers, we meet here, or the Sechler room or Justin's office, whatever is available.

Mr. Scott Miller, 822 Tucker St, earlier this week I was driving and I saw all these black spots everywhere, I want to thank everybody involved for getting this potholes filled. I have also noticed through town, more of the street signs going up. Of course there is more to be done, I have noticed it and I've also noticed a number of the collection bays since the storm days, being cleared of debris. I want to really say thank you to the streets and parks people especially because they are the one sick it out there in the hot and cold that do the work. I just wanted to make sure to thank everybody because I am noticing positive repairs in the city. Thank you.
Mr. Allison stated he wanted to commend Mr. Hall on his opening comments tonight.  It was very appropriate for the anniversary which was a great tragedy, the quotes that you gave us from four different presidents, two Democrats and two Republicans, not to be critical but we need men and women with leadership like that in this time in our nation. There is a stark contrast from what we heard from those people and in trying times for all of them, I particular remember Pres. Kennedy. He inspired the nation at that time when there were a lot of fears about our foes and communism and the Soviet Union.  He gave us a vision for the future and what this nation could do and he pulled everybody together behind him and we accomplished many of those things. My thoughts and my hopes and my prayers are that we can come together as a nation like that again, behind someone was able to lead us in that way.  We haven't had anybody like that in a while. Thank you.

Mr. Hall said thank you and asked for a motion to adjourn.
Adjournment





Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Noviello  and second to motion by Ms. Miele.  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at  8:25 PM.













Janice Frank, City Clerk  
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado


	Mr. Joe Gerardi absent


	Mr. Joseph Pawlak 


	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


          Mr. Gary Knarr 


	Mr. Bill Wright, S&P absent	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief


	Greg Foresman, Police Chief, absent


	Chief Heinbach absent


	Sol. J. David Smith


	Janice Frank, City Clerk


	Members of News Media	


	Members of the news media


	





Council members present:


	Bill Hall, President  


	Jonathan Williamson, Vice President   	Bill Hall, Councilman


	Bonnie Katz, Councilwoman absent


	Don Noviello, Councilman 


	N. Clifford Smith, Councilman	Randall J. Allison, Councilman


	Elizabeth Miele, Councilwoman 


	Randall Allison, Councilman 














