City Council Meeting Minutes of August 29, 2013

    Thursday, September 12, 2013
Williamsport, PA

Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, September 12, 2013 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Randy Allison and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Council President Bill Hall called the meeting to order. He asked for approval of City Council Meeting Minutes dated 08/29/13.  Do I have a motion to approve these minutes?  

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.  There were no questions or comments.  The minutes were approved with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
There were no requests for limited courtesy of the floor this evening.
Conditional Use – Advertising signs with the “CC” zoning district

  Mr. Knarr, Before you tonight is a conditional use from Ben Stopper at two locations, 25 Maynard St. and 301 Grove St.  the current use at 25 Maynard St. is a facility and 301 Grove St is the bar and Grill known as the Senate.  The proposed plan will allow for advertising signs to be displayed on the building at both locations. Attached you will find drawings identifying the locations and materials to be displayed on the items.  The plan does meet all zoning requirements in accordance with the zoning ordinance. The Planning Commission made a positive recommendation on September 9, 2013.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this conditional use.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

 Ms. Miele stated she did not see any notification in here addressing the criteria for this.

Mr. Knarr stated according to the Planning Commission, the Planning Commission gets those notifications. The way that the ordinance is written, the Planning Commission is required to basically addressed each one of those criteria to make sure each one fits those categories. They do have an opportunity to talk to the applicant during that process and asked them questions at that point. They chose not to, the majority of the Planning Commission did not have any issues with those. In this situation, at least five of the items did not require because you are talking about it that deals with utilities and easements, public safety, that were not applicable at the time.

  Ms. Miele stated her only concern was we have not seen the conditional use where that criteria was not attached addressing it.
  Mr. Knarr, in normal circumstances, when we have your land developments, we do have them address them at that time. It was my determination, we did not need to address those requirements, I felt that it was not a requirement as the zoning officer when I made that determination. The Planning Commission did give positive recommendation.

 Ms. Miele stated that the Planning Commission did not also received any written information addressing the seven criteria.

 Mr. Knarr stated it was addressed and they had the opportunity to ask him those questions and they chose not to at the time.

 Ms. Miele asked for a review of what the seven criteria is.

 Mr. Knarr stated he did not have them here.  Mr. Stopper offered them.

 Mr. Knarr read the criteria. The first one is compatibility, then purpose, suitability, accessibility, serviceability, applicable ability, and health safety and welfare.
 Ms. Miele, ask out of curiosity, how are we addressing the compatibility issue? 

 Mr. Knarr explained that Mr. Stopper has some pictures that would address and showed there are other facilities that have the same thing.  Mr. Stopper passed out pictures to Council.  There was discussion as to where other billboards are in that area.

 Ms. Miele, this is the only visible signage for business that was not actually in the area that would be affixed to a structure. It is the only signage of that nature.

 Mr. Gerardi stated if you are talking about other advertising signs there is a billboard probably down the street there. There is a requirement with the city that the billboards have to be so far part.

 Ms. Miele, what you're saying is that it's similar to a billboard however you are not going to allow any other more billboards in that neighborhood.

 Mr. Gerardi stated the only difference between this and the Billboard is the property is owned by the same individual who is advertising another business that he owns off premise. The conditional use, if you wish to say conditionally we can approve this here condition upon the fact that if Mr. Stopper ever decides to sell that property to someone other than his family, it must be removed. This way you are not opening it up for any Pandora's box for anybody else that wants to do an off premise advertising.

 Ms. Miele stated theoretically anyone in that corridor who wanted to use the Billboard for signage, could do it.

 Mr. Gerardi stated not if you put a condition on that saying that.

 Ms. Miele stated we are giving Mr. Stopper a conditional use to put signage for a business that is not in the building on the side of the building. So if one of his neighbors says, I would like to put a sign on the sign of my building,……

Mr. Gerardi stated what I'm saying the difference between that and what he's proposing is that Mr. Stopper owns the Senate.  He is advertising a business that he owns off premise. If that is the condition that you place on it, saying that if Mr. Stopper decides to sell the Senate, to someone not in his own family, then that sign must be removed. So, someone like Tony's Deli could not come down and put a sign up on the car wash down the street because it is not the same business owner.

 Ms. Miele, you would certainly put a condition on this building that anyone else were to buy this, that sign has to come down. 
Mr. Gerardi stated that would be a good thing to do if you're concerned about billboards popping up all over, I think that would help rectify it.

 Ms. Miele stated she is a little concerned about the signage just as a rule, especially in the Maynard Street area, we have a lot of signage and we need to try and improve that entrance to the city. It is one of the primary entrances to the city, and we need keep that in mind and keep that uncluttered as it is a visual entrance to the city. That is what people see of our City as they are coming into the City so I think we need to try to keep that in mind. I am also looking for an explanation of why the barbershop next door owns another business in town, and they want to put another sign up for that business for their other barbershop, once we have allowed Mr. Stopper to go ahead and do this conditional use, and of course any other family that owns a property in the corridor could expect to be done with the same conditional use that they wanted to put up signage for another business they had elsewhere in town. We would not have any grounds to deny them that.

 Mr. Gerardi stated he understood what she was saying and the last thing you want to do is to have every building down there advertised off premise advertisements, and all of a sudden you just have a wall of advertisements coming down the corridor. I agree 100%. I am just trying to make a similar solution to it by saying that's fine, and put a condition on it so that we don't have everybody down there doing that because they only own certain small businesses.  He is stating that is his solution to one of the problems. The ultimate decision is City Council’s whether they want to permit this or not.

 Ms. Miele stated she is not rejecting it just trying to clarify it.  Because all this sort of looks innocuous when it comes up, the next time it comes forth we would have to say oh we allowed that last person do it so we have to let this person do it to. I guess I'm just a little confused.
 Dr. Williamson stated he is a bit confused by the whole discussion in terms of what would we define as a sign versus is their definition in the ordinance.

 Mr. Knarr stated a billboard basically is advertising for off premises advertisement. Whereas the business identification sign, you are basically advertising for that business they are.
 Dr. Williamson said so billboard is any advertisement for an off premise business? So this should be regulated as a billboard then because it is an advertisement of an off premises…

 Mr. Knarr stated correct but a sign that is off premises requires a conditional use. There is just the business identification.

 Dr. Williamson asked if billboards are allowed on the premises.

Mr. Knarr said yes and they can be approved on conditional use.

 Dr. Williamson stated so they are allowed but it requires an exception which is to say they are not normally allowed except by exception which is true basically of every law that we have. There was discussion as when the restrictions of billboards were enacted of the City.

  Mr. Knarr stated probably back in the 90s.  We really do need to bring some of our older ordinances and update them as necessary.  There was discussion as to why the billboards were restricted in the City, Mr. Grado stated that everything happened back in 1998.    There's always been some issue regarding billboards because there is a distance that is stated.  This is an off premise sign.  He is allowed to have a sign on his building and there is certain square footage that is certain square use that is permitted.  There was discussion about requirements on billboards and Penn Dot law.

  Ms. Miele, stated effectively what we are saying which there is a possibility this could be considered a Billboard, that we would conceivably come up against an application from a company who does erect billboards asking for conditional use for a billboard that is within 1000 feet or whatever the regulations states.

 Mr. Gerardi stated will we are placing a condition on it but he does own the building and he is placing it on another business that he owns.  We can even go as far to say if Mr. Stopper sells the building and it is out of his name that the sign would have to be taken down.

  Ms. Miele it seem slightly unfair to make a condition such as that because it doesn't seem fair because he happens to own those two properties and is fortunate enough to own those two properties and maybe someone else might want to use the side of the building for someone else's business can't do it just because they are in possession of two properties. That seems like a little bit of an unfair advantage.

  Mrs. Katz asked and had concerns about the weathering of the sign.

  Mr. Stopper stated that he makes sure it won’t get bad and in the down time, he plans to maintain this.

  Mr. Allison asked about the historical district and the signs on properties to advertise in general.

  Mr. Knarr stated it falls under total different scope. It is not classified based off of the zoning ordinance.

  Dr. Williamson stated just for the record we should asked for the total square footage of this, of all signage on the properties here would not exceed what is allowed for the property itself as if it was advertising itself. Like the Senate total sign each could not exceed the size, those two conditions would seem to be appropriate.
 Mr. Knarr stated that is currently in the zoning ordinance and it does meet the proper sizes.

Dr. Williamson stated for the records even know it is just reinforcing what the current standard already has. So that in the future, however we would know that they did not get an exception for the limit sign and other signs.

 Mr. Hall stated so there would be two conditions that we would have to formulate and have Mr. Stopper stipulate to, but before that sense were off on this whole thing about billboards, is a mural a billboard?
 Mr. Knarr answered no, it isn't it is not classified as that the zoning ordinance.

Mr. Hall stated so if a painter paints a mural on three sides of the building and basically advertising on it goes with the paint, that is not really a billboard?

Mr. Knarr answered Correct, and in the downtown central business district it must be brought before City Council for approval anyway.

 Mr. Hall stated and so the mural that's on the back building on Maynard Street is not a Billboard? It is a mural that says Welcome to Williamsport and it is kind of fading. That did not have to go through any conditional use. So if Mr. Stopper took his warehouse side intended as a mural and somewhere in there for the sign that says Bootleg Barbecue, that would be okay because that's a mural, not a sign.

 Mr. Knarr stated, it is classified as a billboard or advertising sign.

 Dr. Williamson stated the conditions that he would ask for are…..

 Mr. Hall stated so one condition would be that if you sell either of the buildings, that you take down the sign of the property you no longer have ownership of, is that a condition you will accept?

Mr. Ben Stopper answered yes.

 Mr. Hall the other condition is that X amount of square footage allowed for total signage on a particular facility is already explained in the zoning ordinance, but for the record, so your total signage won't exceed the amount allowed. Do you agree to that condition?
Mr. Ben Stopper answered yes.

 Mr. Hall stated so he accepts both of those conditions.  Is that pretty clear to members of Council? Any other questions or comments?

The conditional use was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.  

Land Development -
Lycoming College – Shangraw Athletic Complex
Dr. Williamson stated he will be abstaining from this vote for reason of his profession.

 Mr. Knarr, this is a land development and lot subdivision request from Lycoming College for the proposed off street parking expansion and site improvements at the facility. The proposal includes the land development and storm water management plans that are provided in accordance with all zoning requirements. The current land use is an athletic complex, in addition to the parking expansion, the access at Union Avenue will be given as static improvements. A lot consolidation of three parcels on Union Avenue owned by Lycoming College will be combined in order to provide storm water management plan of the parking lot expensive. The Lycoming County Planning Commission reviewed the request on August 15, 2013 and made a positive recommendation. The Planning Commission reviewed the proposal at the Planning commission meeting on September 9, 2013 and made a positive recommendation. There is a representative here.
 Mr. Hall asked if he had a motion to approve this land development.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

Mr. Hall asked for any comments or questions. There were none.
The land development was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Dr. Williamson abstained.
Subdivision – Lawrence & Debra Keller – 1029 Washington Blvd.
Mr. Knarr, this is a request from Lawrence and Debra Keller for approval for the proposed l lot subdivision from Tax Parcel 61-001-914, containing 9,998 square feet before the request.  It is located within the CC zoning district, the current land uses a single family dwelling.  The subdivide lot will contain 3749 ft.². The residual lot will contain 6249 ft.². Required off street parking for the residual will be deeded am at one with the attached drawings. All zoning, subdivision, land development and storm water management concerns have been addressed. The Lycoming County planning commission reviewed this plan on July 9, 2013 and provided a positive recommendation, the Planning Commission reviewed the proposal at the planning commission meeting on September 9, 2013 and made a positive recommendation. I do have a representative here.
 Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the subdivision.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

There was discussion about the off street parking and the deed restriction.

Mr. Hall asked for any other questions or comments. There were none.

The subdivision was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Certificate of Appropriateness – 201 Basin Street, Unit 10

Mr. Gerardi, this is a request for certificate of appropriateness to erect a 14" x 15' wall mounted sign. The sign will be internally illuminated, channel letters on the Raceway. The building is located central business district. I have attached drawings for color and design.  This was reviewed and recommended for approval by the planning commission on temper nine 2013. There is a representative here.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.
Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 345 Pine Street

Mr. Gerardi, this is a certificate of appropriateness to hang two signs.  One is a 2’ by 9’ wood sign “Pine Square which in non-illuminated.  Owner also requests to hang a 36” x 45” wood sign  “3 Gringos”.  Sign is non-illuminated and will look similar to the Brickyard sign previously approve.  The building is located in the central business district. The Planning Commission reviewed this on Monday, September 9, 2013 and made a positive recommendation.  The owner is here if you have any questions.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments.

Dr. Williamson asked if it is the owners intention to have a pine square sign at the other end?

The owner stated he will get back on that. His voice was inaudible.

Ms. Miele stated that space is quite a nice addition to downtown.
Mr. Hall asked Mr. Gerardi is he ever has the ability to extend over top of sidewalk.

Mr. Gerardi statement yes, he would have that ability and it is called an easement.

Ms. Miele asked about regulations for handicapped accessibility.  Mr. Gerardi stated we regulate anything that has to do with handicapped accessibilities.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any more questions or comments. There were none.

The Certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Accept for filing:

Controllers/Treasurer Report 07/31/13

Report from Penn Strategies & RETTEW 

Financial Statements June & July 2013

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept these for filing.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

There were no questions or comments.

The minutes were excepted with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday September 26, 2013 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  There is a police pension board meeting immediately following this meeting.  There is also an executive session on the matter of personnel for Council members only. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




      Tuesday, Sept. 17

            9:00 AM   Housing Needs Committee







          10:00 AM   Blighted Property







            4:00 PM
  Board of Health







            7:00 PM   HARB


     Wednesday, Sept. 18

                 4:00 PM   Parking Authority


     Thursday, Sept. 19

               10:30 AM   Zoning Hearing Board


     Monday, Sept 23

               12:00 PM   Planning Commission


     Tuesday, Sept. 24
 
               12:00 PM   Public Works Committee



                   3:30 PM   Finance Meeting




                 7:00 PM   Citizens Corp


     Wednesday, Sept. 25

               11:30 AM   Redevelopment Committee


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]
Mr. Hall stated this brings this meeting to a close.  Any comments from members of City Council?
  Mr. Allison stated that he had a general comment about the landlord-tenant ordinance in this respect. It is not about the ordinance itself. We have already a lot of things in the paper, there has been a lot of comments in the public and otherwise pro and con about the ordinance. I addressed this the other night at the neighborhood new watch meeting, at the Roseview  Manor, I just felt to reiterate it. The issue I'm concerned about is in the midst of all the talk and public city about it is Council has an obligation and a responsibility to do due diligence about any issues that comes before us. And especially these more important issues, it is our responsibility to research everything and then make our best decision concerning that. In an effort to kind of tone down the body of so that we have the opportunity to do that because we on Public Safety,  Mr. Noviello, and Mr. Smith, who is the chairman of Public Safety, and myself are more closely connected to this. But the other members of Council don't have the same information that we do at this point and I think it is worthwhile to note, in an effort for us to be the most effective Council that we can, it is important that we have the time to go through that. I believe we are going to have, I know we're going to have that time. That is not my concern, my concern is that there will be undue frustration or fear, or anxiety that that is going to take place, and there may be other factors behind the scenes that are working.  In truth, It is a work in progress in the sense that it has not been vetted yet, and we always vet everything. I just wanted to make one that is a public statement, we have been through a lot of big decisions since I've been on Council, there was the Kohls project, the camera project, the records management system, the COPS grant, all of these things kind of went through the same stages where not all the information comes out at one time. That is as it should be. It cannot possibly be that way, things have to be developed. It is a concern of mine, all of us approach this in a methodical and deliberate way, so the public has the reassurance and the knowledge that everything has been done in order. Because things that are not done in that way, it tends to create problems later on down the road. Especially when it concerns public safety, they want us to get it right. I felt the need to address that and assure everybody, that we are going to do our very best to get it right for the citizens of Williamsport. Thank you.

Mr. Hall asked if there any other questions from members of Council. There were none. The administration?

Mayor Campana stated he agrees with Mr. Allison. At some point, we need to talk about this in the discussion,  voice was inaudible………If this is passed, other communities will pass it also after they see how it works for us……it will be interesting, he stated he would love to share all information with Council members.

Dr. Williamson stated he understood via the paper that there has made some revisions lately to the proposed ordinance, and none of the committees that he is on reviewed them, so he is asking see the text of the revised version, as soon as possible so that he can get familiar with it.
Mayor Campana stated the administration is willing to meet with Council members at any time. We would be very glad to share it and walk the Council members through it because it is a lot of information. This could be the most important legislation in the history of the city. We really want to take a bite out of crime.

Dr. Williamson stated he will be watching his e-mail for it.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any other comments from the public.

  Irish Griffin, 1546 W. 4th St., She works for the WOG ministry.  I am here, I have been here before to talk about the same issues. Those issues are the West End of the City, which is the Memorial Park and pool. I came to City Council about this a couple months ago about what was still left in the pools, and they took it out, and I was very grateful to see that they took it out. The Mayor had made some comments that it was garbage and things like that, and debris up in the Park, and I sit down at the park from time to time. Some of that is true, and sometimes I get out there and help clean that up. I see they have trash cans, a lot in bunches, and not spread out so that people can use those trash cans. An adult smoke cigarettes, and they drop them and put them out but they don't have any cans to put them in.  And I know that he also said about the hoops, he had to be a father figure because of some bad stuff that was going on, well there's a killing in Flannigan Park, and they are holding it against Memorial Park. I don't think that I read in the paper We never heard in the news anything like that going on the Memorial Park. I haven't heard it. They are saying that as far as the pools concerned, they don't have funds for the pool. First I heard it was $500,000, then $750,000, and then the million dollars and then more than $1 million, so I don't know what it is, but I am sure that you all know what it is. When I go down to the park I see that they have some people who fund that Park. The Little League Baseball, the Williamsport Lycoming foundation, historic involvement, the Delux Corporation, Plankenhorns, Jersey Shore Bank and others that fund that place. And if they don't, then they need to probably take that sign down because that sign is up there saying that these people are finding it.  I just wanted to say that the people on that side of the town are being pushed back, by taking the pool, and Memorial Park, and West End's agenda, are getting pushed further and further back on your agenda., Or whatever you want to call it. While I am disappointed, when you keep pushing back like that, what you are doing is that you are targeting people, you are profiling people, you are causing discrimination with people, you're acting like, it is segregation all over again. I happened to look at the independence declaration where it says give me liberty or give me death, you have the right to pursue happiness. Also the Constitution, and also the government, the government is of the people, by the people, and for the people. It is not of the people, by the people, and for the politicians. It is for us who vote for politicians in. We have a lot of black people will come to the city, I come here 20 years ago, when I did come here, Saturday, July 3, I was an addict. Since then, since July 3, 1993 I have not used drugs. This city has really helped me free myself, pursue happiness, I have five children who graduated from the Williamsport School area. I am a responsible citizen. I am a home buyer, and all these good things happen in my life since I've been here. Since I come here, this city has really helped me, and help so many others, black, African American. They are home owners, they are business owners, they are taxpayers, you know. So don't take away from us and act like we are, you know you continue to push us to the back, you know they called the police on some people when they went swimming in the Loyalsock pool, they called the police on them because they cursed at some people.  So, they called the police on them, they do not want us over in East End, they don't want us over in South Williamsport, and they don't want us over and Loyalsock, they act like our skin is going to rub off on them in the water.  So I am saying, we have to pursue happiness, it is about loving your neighbor. It really is, it is about loving your neighbor. For those who break laws, get rid of them, I have two sons in Lycoming County Prison because they made some decisions and that landed them in there. I am against crime. I am totally against crime. But there is something we can do as people and as a community, that we can really get together and figure out what we can do to get rid of the crime, but don't take it out on West End because the majority of African-American people live in the West End. So if you could just have some compassion for us, we are pleading that you just show us some type of consideration, and some compassion as people, you know. Just help us, whatever it takes to open up this pool and show us that you are just trying to have some compassion for that part of the city because, I am done here, but I read in the paper the other day, that all this money that come to the city, is being spent. They are just checking it out all over these different counties, unless I read wrong, Hughesville, they are giving all this money but what about the West End.  It would make us feel so much better as taxpayers, and business owners and responsible citizens to note that the people who we vote for are looking out for us just as much as we look  out for them. Okay.
  Mr. Hall stated we usually don't make comments, but I will make this comment, Miss Griffin, and that is, this City Council does not make decisions based on race, gender, creed, religion, age or any other form of discrimination. It has not happened in the 10 years that I have been here, and it won't in the future years that I may or may not be here. I hope that you hear that clearly. We don't do that. So we don't have to talk about compassion, you don't have to talk about “them” and “us”, and black-and-white, we don't do that. I'm looking for a motion to adjourn please

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.
All were in favor.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned.
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