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      Thursday, September 15, 2016





    



      Williamsport, PA
Council President Jonathan Williamson brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday September 15, 2016 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Don Noviello and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Approval of the Williamsport City Council minutes of September 1, 2016 were approved upon a motion from Mr. Noviello made the motion and a second from Mrs. Katz.   All were in favor.  The vote was 6 to 0.   Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.
Limited Courtesy of the Floor

There was no limited courtesy of the floor.

Mayor Campana introduced the new Recreation Director.  Jessie Novinger, 

Jessie stated she is happy to be here and gave a brief background of her skills and her experience.  

Council President Williamson welcomed her and stated he is looking forward to getting to know her.

  Mr. Noviello stated he is happy to see her and have her step into the position.

  Mrs. Katz stated her discussion was about the Christmas parade and stated she knows it can be overwhelming and she understands this is not a 9 to 5 position.  She wanted her to realize the time that is involved and she will have the support of Council.  She also wants to sit down with her with the Finance Department.

  Ms. Novinger stated she is looking forward to meeting with all..

  Mr. Allison welcomed her and said it is to our benefit as a city to have someone who is multi-talented. He stated that Council will be there to support her in every way they can.

  Mrs. Katz also wanted to thank Linda Sterling for stepping up to the plate and for the job she has done for the recreation commission.

Resolution # 8591
Resolution Minimum Municipal Obligation for the Year Ending 2017

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. Nichols stated this annual resolution sets forth the city's minimum obligation for the next budget year as required by Act 205.  And as required by the State, this report that was prepared by the city's actuary and must be submitted to City Council by the end of September each year.  Next year's MMO requirement is calculated at $3,879,143 and is based on current employees census information of January 1, 2015 evaluation, and various pension plan funds assumptions which have been established by the three different city pension boards. For comparison purposes, we provided you with the table showing comparison from the 2017 MMO to the MMO of the last three years. You can see it's been very steady. It is mostly based on the evaluation of 2015, the next time around we base it on the 2017 evaluation so there could be a bigger difference than what you are seeing this year. The 2017 MMO shows an increase over 2016 because of the amortization payment of each of the City’s three pension funds. The amortization payment is more or less like a mortgage payment to make up the unfunded liability that exists in each pension.  Once we pay the mortgage off, the city will see a savings of at least $2.6 million annually. That is something to look forward to, it's going to take a while but those savings are significant. The Finance Committee did review this.

  Mr. Allison stated Finance did reluctantly review this, it's never great news but it least it is steady news for this year. To reiterate something we all know, but the public doesn't, there is a snapshot taken every two years of our investments, and then the State applies a formula to that. That's what we use to calculate your payments. Then based also on how our investments are doing.

  Mr. Nichols stated one of the things that is key to setting the MMO is based on the assumptions that have been determined by each pension board. For two of the pensions they assume a 7.75 interest return in our investments, and the other one which is Fire they assume a 7 1/2 return investments.  We are looking at if we should just that assumption based on the current market, because our pension did not meet those assumptions so that will have an impact on our next MMO of 2018.    Obviously that is a concern. And makes the cost to our budget and the taxpayers more.

  Mr. Allison stated the other component that goes into this is the pension boards meet in our consultant is there as well as City Council to set what kind of strategy we are going to pursue to have our investments meet the target.  Every time we talk about this we realize more and more that there are a lot of moving parts that are out of our control to predictors. We are trying to budget responsibly to meet the goals that we have without really knowing what's going to happen with different components.  He explained the pension procedures on paying down.  Finance sent this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.
  Mr. Nichols stated if you look at the MMO sparely said the first period of time and then the crisis in 2008 and 2009 where there were significant losses to the equity markets, and obviously significant losses on our pension funds.  With the timing of the evaluations, it did not hit the city until 2013.

  Dr. Williamson stated he wanted the public to know if it's about 12% of our budget, the one out of every five dollars, goes to our pension cost. Current employees pay, but also making up for the money that was not set aside, we made a commitment to employees that work 30 or 40 years ago. The other thing to point out is that of that 20% of the budget, two thirds is the amortization which is the money that we have not set aside in the past or for things that were out of our control.  He stated we have long-term challenges.
  Mr. Nichols stated but on a positive note, our pension funds are about 80% funded which puts us in the top tier in terms of cities that had these types of pension funds. Meaning that we're better off than most third class cities. If we were a typical Third Class City in Pennsylvania, we be paying another $3 million on top of this.

  Dr. Williamson asked if there were any more questions, hearing none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Resolution #8592
Resolution MOU City of Williamsport & Williamsport Home Ravine Rd Paving
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Henderson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Nichols stated we are pleased to present this resolution, and MOU that the City of Williamsport and Williamsport Home for a resurfacing project for Ravine Road. Recently Williamsport through its Executive Director Don Pote, reach out to the city including Tom Cillo, John Grado and RVT to discuss the possibility of partnering in a long needed paving project for Ravine Road from Walnut St all the way to the entrance road of the Williamsport Home.  With the challenges and priorities for are paving program, the Williamsport Home has offered the City 50% of the cost of resurfacing Ravine Road making the decision very easy to make to move it along. In addition, utilizing existing paving, contract which provided a very portable price proposal, it is obviously the reason why we would like to recommend this for your approval. The bottom line is the Home agrees to reimburse the city 50% of the cost of the project which amounts to $41,170 which amounts to the funds funded by the city through its ACT 13 approved paving line item. The Finance Committee did review this at its meeting this week.  Don Pote was in attendance at the Finance committee.

  Ms. Miele, stated Finance did review this and we had a very complementary discussion with Mr. Pote.  We are glad that the city could work with the Williamsport Home. The funds in question are coming from the Act 13 line item. We initially hoped for a few thousand dollars higher than what we received, but we cut our plan paving program about $50,000 which in the long run leaves us $41,000 for this.  Finance forwarded this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.
  Mr. Smith had a question about the line painting, that was stated in the contract, because it was not included.  He asked if Penn Dot required this to be painted?  And he had questions about how does the manholes play into it?

  Mr. Grado answered it does not require painting….. Voice was inaudible.  The answer was it is not required.

  Mrs. Katz stated an interesting fact is that the Home has over 340 residents,   The use of that road is incredible.  We did have a talk about the manhole covers and the lines, of having that many residents in the use of that road is a blessing to us.  That is incredible.
  Mr. Henderson stated his grandparents used that road as of recently, and just driving down the road is pretty crazy. He stated he was very thankful to see that come through and he is excited to see that we as a City have the help of the Home in the process. It is very beneficial to the City, and his great Aunt is here to testify.  It is badly needed and it has been for a long time.

  Mr. Allison stated he agrees with his colleagues and there is a lot of traffic there and about three quarters of the residents travel on the road and we have talked some about that. The other traffic that they have, ambulances, deliveries, it is a very busy road and we have seen that. So they realize it is in their best interests to see paving as well.  It is really nice that they not only wanted it paved but it is nice to see them chip into it, and we are certainly grateful.  The Act 13 funds are completely allocated now and we cannot dip into them anymore.

  Mr. Smith asked what contract does HRI have with RVT?

  Mr. Nichols answered, the streetscape contract with River Valley Transit, and that contract has been approved. It has been awarded over year ago.

  Mr. Noviello expressed his sincere thanks for the Home stepping up and offering this to the city. It is nice to recognize those who will step up and do something for mutual benefit. It is nice to have such people of caliber and our community.
  Ms. Miele added that RVT does provide service to the Home by bus and it is nice to see the Home partnering.  

  Mr. Nichols stated someone is signaling to him to speak.

  Ms. Mary Badman Gunns, resident of Williamsport for 63 years.  She stated she no longer lives in the city, but a lot of her family does live in the city. Her brother was at the Williamsport Home and from October to January, she made multiple trips to and from the Home.  It was a terrible trip and her tires were low from it lots of times.  She even told of an accident she had at one time while traveling the road.  She wanted to reiterate  how important it is to have that road paved, especially for all that travel to see their loved ones and for the ambulance.  She asked Council to please fix that road.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Resolution # 8593
Resolution Authorizing the Submission of a Grant Application to DCNR for the Tree Vitalize Program

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Grado stated, this resolution is authorizing the City to submit a grant to DCNR.  There has a been a committee meeting over the last few weeks to put together a grant which hopefully could be an annual grant to place trees within the city right away. That is between the curb and the sidewalk in many areas of the city. One of the needs is along Little League Blvd., the ash trees are dying. We will be losing 140 ash trees, and the Parks Department has been removing them in Brandon Park. This is a program that we can continue to replace those trees.  It also has enabled us to meet part of the MS4 requirements.  The grant will not require any cash match, the cash match is a like amount, the grant money will pay for the trees and the materials to planted trees which is estimated to be around $8500 and we are matching that with work that can be done as equipment that we use by the Streets Department. That is considered a cash match. We also have local volunteers, from Penn College, the Shade Tree Commission and others in the city. We are using a portion of them to provide the match necessary. This will occur in Arbor Day 2017, it will require quotes to get from vendors.  This is about and $18,000 total project, it was reviewed by both Public Works and the Finance Committee. 

  Mr. Smith stated we reviewed this on Tuesday of this week and as was pointed out, is really sad to see the ash trees that are dying and have gone. There is going to be four different types of trees, maybe they won't die as fast….Public Works did forward this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.
  Ms. Miele stated Finance did forward this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.   Obviously if we succeed in getting this grant, and everything goes well with this one, hopefully we can get this grant again. Seventy five trees is a good start a good amount to start with in the city and I hope this can get us back in the direction of planting some trees.  This will enable us to provide some Street trees on a handful of streets in the city. This is no doubt that it will be a good thing for the city.

  Mrs. Katz thanked Councilwoman Miele who took this on with a passion.  So we can go forward with this, and in looking at some of the areas we are seeing without the trees, it doesn’t look as good.  She thanked John Grado and Tom Cillo.

  Mr. Allison added his thanks to Ms. Miele and stated how important trees are to residents and the parks.

  Mr. Henderson stated this is a good picture of a forward thinking Council here that has the desire to set up the next generation because you plant a tree and you really don't see the benefits for several years down the road. So, it is important for us to make decisions that would be more of a benefit to the next generation without thinking so much what can I get from it today. He stated most everyone should be thinking this way.

  Dr. Williamson stated he had an opportunity to show his son where he had planted a tree several years ago, and the trees were spectacular 25 years later. He asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Resolution #8594
Resolution Approving Lycoming County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 2015

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Grado stated this resolution approves the update that has been prepared by the County of Lycoming which is a multi-jurisdictional hazardous mitigation plan back in 2008.  This is a way of identifying the multiple hazards that exist that require disaster assistance so this identifies a lot of those vulnerabilities and actions that need to be taken before a disaster occurs. This was prepared by the County with all of the municipalities in Lycoming County. Most of it is online at Lyco.org.  It is a requirement on that we have one and this is the one that was done back in 2011 and we are requesting Council’s approval and adoption for 2015. This was reviewed by the Public Works committee.

  Mr. Smith stated we did review this on Tuesday, and this is for the entire county, not just the city of Williamsport, and it is something the County has to do to update this plan.  It is very very detailed and goes over everything.  We sent this to the full body Council with positive recommendation
  Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions, hearing none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Resolution #8595
Resolution Setting City Council Meeting Dates for Year 2017

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Solicitor J David Smith, the first resolution is setting the meeting dates and it follows the standard of generally speaking meetings being held every other Thursday with some exceptions including Little League month and the budget meetings in December, but otherwise generally following the traditional pattern.

  Dr. Williamson asked if there were any questions from members of Council, hearing none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Resolution #8596
Resolution to Approve Contract with American Legal Publishing Corp for Re-Codification of City Ordinances

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and seconded by Mr. Henderson.

  Solicitor J David Smith stated apparently we have not done recodification in quite some time. This is a needed task and I know that the city clerk did a nice job of shopping for it. My only comment I believe the not to exceed amount should say $14,280 as opposed to 13,500 so there probably should be an amendment to this.  This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.

Ms. Miele stated this was reviewed by the Finance Committee and passed to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation pending the single amendment to make the number of the resolution equal to the total amount of the contract.  She asked if it would be wise to point out that it is an annual contract.

  Solicitor J David Smith said yes that would be a good idea as long as you are amending the number you should say that it is a per year number.

Ms. Miele made a motion to  amend this resolution to read at the end of the first paragraph in an amount not to exceed $14,280 for a period of two years beginning January 2017 with an annual cost of $7140 per year.

Mrs. Katz seconded the motion.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were comments or questions on the amendment, hearing none.
The amendment to the resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.

  Ms. Miele continued, just a quick comment, I know when we talk about there not being much money in the City of Williamsport, it might seem fool hearty to spend $14,000 over a period of two years because of re-codifying our city ordinances. But, this is an action that if nothing else will enable us to end some confusion that naturally happens when we create new laws and perhaps don't repeal elements of old law that are in conflict.  This recodification could perhaps save some money in liability in moving forward with some of the same conflicts, we have all seen things that no one has really looked at since 1948. There are things in our book of ordinances that need to be updated and it is a monstrous task, and especially for members of Council, since we are all part time. I think it is fitting to try to take care of this and to save ourselves confusion and potential liability. So this is a small sum of money that should do as well in the future.  
   Dr. Williamson thanked Mrs. Frank for doing an extensive amount of leg work stating that we were put in this position because of previous organization that the city had long worked with went out of business and she very carefully and thoroughly investigated different companies which led us to American Legal Publishing which did a good job in their first year by all appearances.  This has not been done since the 1970s and it does seem at least once a lifetime we should get this done, LOL.  He stated that Mrs. Frank did reach out to other city clerks to see what they were going to do and they relied on her comments, so thank you for this and bringing the recodification to our attention as well.
  Mr. Allison stated the quick reference to what recodification is…. They will put the new ordinances in an update the index tables, reformat the pages to the new typestyle, but it also includes a legal review and the written report by staff attorney. The review will go over inconsistencies with in the code, and state statutes. That is a significant thing that we need done is a legal review. We have to be in line with the state statute our code is not any good. Additionally there can be some reorganization renumbering of the code if necessary, and there is also the option to receive the new code on CD and folio and have it on the Internet which brings us the opportunity to be more transparent with the public. It'll be readily available to any member of the public that could get on the Internet and access it that way if they had questions about the city code for themselves or to just be informative. There is a lot of good things and we are coming into the 21st century with this.

  Mr. Smith stated one of the other things that he thought was important in here, on paragraph 6, provide the municipality with models ordinances when available and upon request at no additional charge.  Which means, when we look at ordinances, there's a lot of research that has to go in and finding other cities ordinances, and with them doing this, what I'm thinking is if you told them the type of ordinance that you need, and give them some of the facts involved in that, they could really hone in on certain ordinances to give us samples. So that is another advantage that we will have and we don't have to pay extra for. I think this is a good process that we are going through and I really look forward to seeing this new type of method of doing this. I think it's going to be much improved over what we have had before. Again we are trying to get our ordinances brought up to the 21st century. Remember the one where if you threw brush in the street, it was a dollar, and that was one thing that we said we were going to do if we get time, was to go through a lot of ordinances and see about the ordinances that are way outdated. I think this will be a good source of information for us to do that.

  Solicitor J David Smith stated we have already used this service from them, and in working with the Police Department in preparing an ordinance, which normally we would have sort of melded together, but we actually got a very good sample from this organization, so that is an excellent point.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any further comments.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
 Accept for filing   



City of Williamsport Demolitions



City of Williamsport New Businesses & Dwellings



Finance Committee Minutes 06/07/16



Ballard Spahr Report
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve these for filing.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.
Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the minutes.

The minutes were accepted for filing with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Announcements
   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, September 29, 2016 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. There will be an executive session immediately following this meeting in the matter of negotiations.  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)  
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:

 Monday, Sept 19


   12:00 PM  Planning Commission

 Tuesday, Sept 20

                10:00 AM  Blighted Property






     6:30 PM  HARB

 Monday, Sept 26 


     4:00 PM  Recreation Commission

 Tuesday, Sept 27

                12:00 PM  Public Works






     3:30 PM  Finance Committee






     7:00 PM  Citizen Corp

Wednesday, Sept 28

   11:30 AM  Redevelopment Authority 

       Sept 29



     7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]

Adjournment




Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments from members of City Council?
  Mr. Smith wanted to mention that Chief Heckman brought tonight some pictures of our new fire vehicles that we have waited several months for. There are numerous pictures in here and it is a fine piece of equipment. We are now trying to update it with modern tools. It is well done and we feel that it is a good vehicle, and it is built in Pennsylvania.  We have gotten vehicles from Florida and Wisconsin, so this will be a lot better in Pennsylvania and this company has an excellent reputation. Public Safety really reviewed this and thought that this is going to be very practical in the future.
  Mr. Noviello asked for an update on the supplemental piece.

Chief Heckman’s voice was inaudible.

Dr. Williamson asked for questions or comments from the administration.

  Ms. Linda Sterling, secretary for the Recreation Department.  She stated no one asked her to come here tonight and nobody told her what to say.     She wanted to come here on her own on behalf of the Recreation Commission department. I just wanted to let you know that there is no free reign in the Recreation Department. Justin did attend weekly meetings with the Mayor, and the heads of the department, every week. Although Justin did make some judgment errors, he never did report to the Mayor. When the Mayor did find out about the errors, he was reprimanded for that, and he then did have to see the Mayor twice a week. Which I did make him go, he had to go every Tuesday and every Thursday to see the Mayor until he left. Since he had left, I have been seeing the Mayor twice a week, sometimes I see him more if I need to report or I have issues that I do not understand. I just wanted to let you know that there is no free reign in that department, it is watched over.

  Dr. Williamson said thank you very much and thank you for your time especially since Justin has left in keeping the department running, it was well above and beyond.

  Ms. Sterling, answered and I wanted to thank all of you for hiring me and giving me the opportunity. It was a great journey for me and thank you very much. 
There was none.

Dr. Williamson asked for questions or comments from the general public.

Mr. Frank Steckel, 619 1st Ave. Williamsport is the home of Lycoming County and the County Courthouse. I had some confrontations with the staff at the courthouse and I thought I'd bring it to the public. I even went to the commissioners, they dillydally around, then I was told by the court administrator to put my complaint in writing and put it to Judge Butts. And so I did that and she has shown no courtesy or ethical standards whatsoever, she has not even replied that she has received or even read my complaint which is over 50 pages. It is still going nowhere, I have asked commissioners on several occasions so now it's come to the point where I realized that what happened out in State College, Dr. Spangle was President in State College.  He had information about crimes and didn't do anything about it so he was actually indicted   prosecuted for conspiracy. I informed the commissioners that they would also be indicted for conspiracy from the State Atty. Gen.'s office, and the court administrator recommended I contact.  Eric Lenhart has not responded even though I stopped by his office. I hate to say the word corruption, God forbid, there a lot of problems at the County Courthouse that affect the city. And the people in it including me. So today I talked to Representative Wheeland this afternoon, and he wasn't sure…. If I can bring about private complaint at the County level with the County DA, that he has arranged, or promised to arrange a meeting with the State Atty. Gen.'s office to go from there. I have come here to report this to you because unfortunately the Sun Gazette, in my opinion very seldom did they ever report anything like this. I have been to numerous meanings, so I have to do it. The newspapers are not required to tell the truth or anything else along the line. I thought I'd bring it here because this would be televise the word will get out to the general public. To Commissioner Mirabito's credit, this is a brief synopsis of what is going on, today when I informed him that they will be probably criminally prosecuted for conspiracy, so he said he would officially enter this situation as a Commissioner. The other two, Mr. Mussare, was only interested in getting to a meeting and Mr. McKernen just as a little jump like somebody bit him somewhere.  So those who have an opportunity to come along, most of the charges against County employees that I'm bringing out our obstruction of justice, conspiracy, harassment, there's a number of them, I am not an attorney. I'm sure the attorney general's office can take that further. That is about it, I just wanted to put it on the record publicly. Maybe I will come back my results. It didn't work at the commissioners meeting because they simply don't televise them. I don't know why, I can see why I guess. I think I covered all the bases.
  Adjournment
 
Dr.  Williamson asked for motion to adjourn.


Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Allison and a second by Mrs. Katz
Motion was carried by unanimous   8:48  PM “ayes’ .
Janice M. Frank
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