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          Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, Sept. 25, 2014 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilwoman Bonnie Katz and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

     Approval of the Sept. 4 & Sept. 11, 2014 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Dr. Williamson and  Mr. Noviello second and a roll call of seven yes  votes. There were no questions or comments.  
Limited Courtesy of the Floor
There were no requests for this evening.

Appointments/Reappointments

Williamsport Water & Sanitary Authority

Reappointment

Bill Ertel, 1645 Oak Ridge Place will be reappointment to a 5 year term commencing 9/15/14 & ending 1/1/19.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this reappointment.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

The re-appointment was approved with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Appointment

Greg Zeitler, 840 Rural Ave will be appointed  to a 5 year term commencing 9/15/14 & ending 9/15/19. 
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the appointment.
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

The appointment was approved with seven yes roll call votes.

Mr. Zeitler was sworn in by the City Clerk.

Mr. Hall thanked Mr. Zeitler for serving on this board and stated it is one of the most challenging boards to be on.
Ordinance # 6264
Ordinance Transfer & Closing of Thirty-Fourth Year (2008) Community Development Block Grant Fund Bill # 1631-14  (final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance in short form.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
 Mr. Grado stated there are no more changes and this has been publicly advertised and it puts the funding in place for Memorial pool.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments.

The ordinance was carried seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.     
Ordinance #6265
Ordinance Transfer Ordinance  Bill #1632-14(final reading) 
The City Clerk read the ordinance in short form.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance.
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.
Mr. Pawlak, this was read two weeks ago and I have nothing further to add.

Mr. Hall asked if there were questions or comments.

The ordinance was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Resolution # 8376
Resolution to Approve an Amendment to the MOU between the City of Williamsport, Lycoming College & County of Lycoming

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Mr. Grado, I have provided a revised amendment, we are requesting approval of that. Back in May, Council had approved an amendment, with that MOU there was funding in the amount of $75,000. $25,000 from the City, $25,000 from Lycoming College, and $25,000 from a grant from Department of Community and Economic Development. We are combining and expanding that area, and also providing for additional funds to do the marketing redevelopment plan for an enlarged area. That includes the Old City, which was from Market Street to Chatham Street to Penn St.  Now also includes the area that the East Third St. established.  The consultant is Thomas Pointe.  With this amendment provides is that Lycoming College has agreed to provide half of the additional cost for that which they are additional share is $4732.30 which brings the total cost of $84,500. The city is providing the other half of that which Council just approved in a recent transfer ordinance. It also provides for the expanded project area which takes it from Market Street to Catherine Street up to and including both sides of Washington Boulevard and South to the Beltway. The third change is the establishment of an advisory committee.  This committee will direct the consultants, all of the meetings will be public and it will include all of the members of the E. 3rd St., Gateway Commission, the Mayor, the chairman of the ERC committee, a County Commissioner, and two community persons at large. This was reviewed by the Finance committee and this reflects recommendations of the finance committee. One of the other changes the finance committee made was that the Mayor, the college president, the County Commissioner be allowed to have a designee in their absence.  So this does form the advisory committee and the next step will be a kick off meeting with the consultant. That is actually scheduled for October 8, Megan Lehman is here as the County Planner to take us through the process and make sure we meet the DCED requirements.  So this meeting starts October 8 and will go to roughly of May of next year. The marketing study will probably be kicked off first.
  Megan Lehman, we continue to be excited about this project and now that we have a date for the kickoff meeting, it makes it become all the more real. Kim Wheeler and I spoke with the consultant last week and started brainstorming and we are going to be working with the Gateway commission and anyone else who would like to contribute. We are looking for a list of people who like to be interviewed as part of this process.  

  Dr. Williamson stated he will be abstaining from this for professional reasons.

  Mr. Allison stated we did review this at Finance Committee and passed this to the full body of Council with a 2 to 0 vote, one member abstaining.  

  Ms. Miele stated, things went very smoothly as it was presented in the 12 member advisory commission is something that is supported by everyone involved. The only thing that I would point out is we do need to get the President of Lycoming college, the Mayor together as soon as we can.

  Mr. Allison stated there has been a lot of background work and research done, now I think things are going to move quickly. We have to fill this advisory committee pretty quickly and then the process will really blossom. I think it is important enough to note that you have to do the groundwork first. He thanked the involvement of the ERC committee, and stated we have gotten over the hurdles so that we can get the information we need from the consultant and be able to make informed decisions.  The amendment's we made to the MOU, the rationale behind it, originally there were no County Commissioners, and Councilwoman Miele proposed that, we increased the community person from one to two because the original thought of the whole process was that we wanted to have a strong community involvement and there should be at least more than one viewpoint from that segment. I think all the changes will help the process as we go forward.  The northern boundary has been expanded and it is a bigger area but it all fits together and I think we are to see some really good results out of it. We do appreciate the County and all of its efforts.
  Ms. Miele stated with just12 people, everyone should attend, but she feels the more input from everyone, we can make a better sense of it all.

  There was a discussion as to the transfer of money from Council’s legislative contingency for the study and the rest of the extra money will come from Lycoming college.

  Mr. Hall asked for any more questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0. Dr. Williamson abstained.
Resolution # 8377
Resolution to Approve the City of Williamsport 2014 Cultural Grant Program Awards

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution
Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Justin Simpson, stated this is the resolution for the 2014 cultural Grant. The cultural Grant had six applicants this year. We have chosen these three, the Community Arts Center for their educational series, the Bald Eagle with their Way’s Garden Art Show and the Williamsport Symphony orchestra with their holiday concert.
  Dr. Williamson stated at the finance committee review we noted there were six applicants, and a little over $5800 in requests. This year we are only able to fund $3000 because at one time there was a state matching funds and the local Handy Haven on both of which, one program canceled and the other one was depleted. So when Council was able to increase the general fund amount from $2500-$3000 but that still falls short of our ability to support these cultural type programs. But I suppose it is better than nothing. The process was in order and we recommended to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
  Mr. Hall asked how this works and when do these people get their money.

  Mr. Simpson answered an agreement is send out and once we get the agreement back, the check requisitions are written up and we have to go through the process so it could take about a month to get checks issued to everybody.

  Mr. Hall asked and if you have the agreement out tomorrow and sign backed tomorrow, what would it be?
Mr. Simpson stated that it would be two weeks.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was approved with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 310 & 312 East Third St – James Malee

Mr. Gerardi stated this is a certificate of appropriateness requests to erect a 13 foot wide awning on the front of the building across both of the entrances. The awning shall be black in color and the building is located in the central business district. I do have a representative here. The planning commission approved this on Monday and they recommended approval.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

The Certificate of appropriateness was approved with seven through call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Certificates of Appropriateness - HARB
Item 2.Calvin Tilley

511 West Edwin Street

A. Remove slate roof and replace with Moiré Black Architectural shingles*.  

B. Install new concrete steps off front porch, same size, location as existing wood steps.

C. Replace k gutter with brown k gutter.  

D. Rebuild rear porch.  One story with a shed roof, shingles as noted above.  New porch full width of the rear, set in from both corners.  Construct with fir tongue & groove deck, framed tight weave wood lattice on apron, wood porch ceiling, new wood replacement posts of a size and design similar to the front porch posts, new porch railings with substantial top/bottom rails and closely spaced turned replacement spindles similar in size and style to front porch.  Height approved by Code for a historic building.  Demolish existing concrete steps and install new rear concrete steps to service new porch.

E. Remove existing double hung wood windows on the west side and rear.  Repair existing wood sills.  Install new vinyl replacement windows.  2 over 2 pane style with external pane dividers.  Window openings should not be reduced or enlarged to fit-in the replacement windows. Almond color.  

F. Retain and repair existing wood windows on the east side and the front.  Re-glaze as needed. Include new interior storms or exterior triple track storm windows that do not damage or obscure the windows and frames.  Storm window meeting bars should match wood window.  Paint or color to match windows.

G. Paint building and trim PM 9 black, HC 9 Chesterton Buff, HC 7 Bryant Gold.  

Item 3.David & Debra Johnson

758 Grace Street

· Replace damaged joists on front porch.  Replace damaged face boards with wood, same as original.  Install new fir tongue and groove deck on front porch.  

· Remove clapboard from front porch banisters.  Retain posts.  Replace with salvaged wood top and bottom railings of substantial width and size.  Railing same height as existing.  Include turned wood spindles, closely spaced.  

· Remove broken lattice from rear porch deck railing area.  Retain posts.  Install salvaged wood top and bottom railings of substantial width and size, with turned wood spindles.  Height similar to front railing.

· Prepare and paint all wood surfaces.  Middlebury Brown HC-68 and Philadelphia Cream HC-30.

Item 4.  Stonehurst Group

960 Vine Avenue

A.  Prepare and paint exterior same colors as previously approved:

Templeton Gray HC-161 body, Monroe Bisque HC 26 casings, soffit, porch posts…, Garrison Red HC 66 details

Item 5.  Anderson and Llewellyn

711 West Fourth Street

A. Replace rotted beaded decking and chamfered rafters on front porch.  

B. Install salvaged slate look shingles. (Original was Carlisle Majestic Slate Look Roofing)
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these HARB certificates.
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
The HARB certificates were carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Accept for filing: 

Veterans Memorial Park Commission 07/07/14

 
East Third Street Revitalization Commission 08/06/14

HARB Meeting Minutes 08/14


Financial Statements, May, June, July & August.

Mr. Hall wanted it noted that the East Third Street Revitalization Commission has no money for a secretary so our City Clerk is filling in that role for right now, she will be involved also for advertising and it is coming out of Council’s Salary Budget.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept these for filing.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, October 9, 2014 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. There will be an executive session immediately following this meeting. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




      Tuesday, Sept 30

  
   7:00 PM  Citizen’s Corp

                        Wednesday, Oct 1


 11:00 AM  East Third St. Revitalization canceled    


      Monday, Oct 6


 12:00 PM  Planning Commission 








   3:30 PM  ERC



      Tuesday, Oct 7


   9:00 AM  Housing Needs


                   




  12:00 PM  Public Works








   3:30 PM  Finance Meeting
Mr. Smith made a correction on Public Works, it will be at 1:00 PM and 12:00 PM will be Public Safety.






                

Mr. Hall asked if there were questions or comments from Council or the administration.  There were none.
He then asked from general public.

Scott Miller, 822 Tucker St, I went through and look at some of things that have been done. In the two lock. There were 48 potholes and I thought to myself wow, that's a lot. The other thing is reading in the Sun Gazette, about someone who has an addiction problem had been into contact with the courts, and now is incarcerated after stealing $33,000 worth of jewelry. Is that person ever actually going to get their $30,000?  I find it really sad that somehow we are not doing more quickly when people are first in contact with law people and have a problem. I realize we have these committees and workshops and everything coming down the pike. Can you imagine losing $30,000? Another thing I notice is a couple months ago, if you all remember, I came up here complaining about problem house and how I contacted the authorities and nothing was being done. After I came up here and said something, the state police investigated, and I saw him last week's paper that they made an arrest. Wow, great. But it said that somebody has to come up. City Council and publicly vilify their elected officials, for lack of better word before something is done. Thank you.

In addition, the Executive Session was canceled by the Mayor because the parties involved did not show.

Adjournment




Meeting adjourned upon motion by Dr. Williamson and second to motion by Ms. Miele.  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at  8:08  PM.









Janice Frank, City Clerk  
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