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          Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, October 9, 2014 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilwoman Liz Miele and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

     Approval of the September 25, 2014 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Dr. Williamson and  Mr. Noviello second and a roll call of seven yes  votes. There were no questions or comments.  
Limited Courtesy of the Floor
There was no courtesy of the floor.
Resolution #8378
Resolution – Setting City Council Meeting Dates for 2015

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Mr. Lubin stated before you is the resolution setting the dates for the meetings for 2015. As you will note the reorganizational and first meeting will be January 8.

Mr. Hall asked if there were comments or questions from members of Council.

Mr. Smith stated I would like to make a motion to change two of these dates. I would like to make a motion to change Thursday, April 2, 2015 to Wednesday, April 1, 2015. The rationale behind that is that is a holy Thursday, and it is a religious holiday for several people. The other one I would like to also make a motion to change is Monday, November 30, 2015, the budget review, I would like to change that to Tuesday, December 1, 2015.  The rationale behind that is, it is the long Thanksgiving weekend, and there are people that are out of town and also people that go hunting on that particular day.

Mr. Hall stated thank you, we have a motion, do I have the second?

Mr. Noviello seconded the motion.

Mr. Hall asked if there were comments or questions, he asked for a vote on the amendment.

The amendment change was made with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8379
Resolution to Award Contract for Phase I –Bro-dart Neighborhood Infrastructure Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Grado stated we are asking Council's approval of this award to Wolyneic Construction for phase 1 of the Bro-Dart neighborhood infrastructure project. This work includes, curbs and sidewalks and landscaping along the perimeter of the Bro Dart site where Memorial Homes is currently under construction. They anticipate being completed by the end of the year. Under our agreement, as part of that Brown's Field development project, we agreed to do the off-site improvements. This was done in cooperation with the County of Lycoming which was providing part of their Act 13 funds which is $200,000. The City is providing $300,000 of CDBG funds and we have a grant from DCED of $500,000. That is about $1 million of infrastructure improvements, less the engineering part which is about $70,000.  Larson Design Group are the Engineers on the project.  He answered questions that the Finance Committee asked in his absence.  He spoke about where the sidewalks and curb ramps will be placed.  The bid that was made is in keeping with the estimate for phase I.  Larson Design will do Oliver St, Beeber St. and the lighting.  We are doing the LED lights and we will place additional lighting in Phase II. 
  Dr. Williamson, stated that the review on Tuesday we asked several questions and most of the answers were given to us in written form tonight.  We also asked about the lighting and that information was provided to us. We asked about the process that we are going to use to oversee the contracting work.

  Mr. Grado, that is part of Larson’s contract.  This project is going to go relatively quickly and we don't have an on-site inspector for daily activities, but they are going to provide the contract oversight on the project itself. They will be doing concrete testing that they have to provide for the sidewalks and the curbs.

  Dr. Williamson asked in terms of all of this work, it will not result in any damage to any future work in construction that is happening on that site?
  Mr. Grado answered that is correct.  The existing curb along Scott St is in good condition.  In order to accommodate the neighborhood we wanted to provide the sidewalk along the perimeter.  Any of the construction work will come in off the back of the property. We still have to come in to Council for the land development plan at that development. 

  Dr. Williamson said and with the discussion we had on Tuesday we passed this to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any comments or questions, hearing none  he asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Resolution #8380
Resolution to Approve the Advisory Committee for the Eastern Business District Redevelopment Plan

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Liz Miele.
  Mayor Campana stated tonight our administration has a resolution to approve the Advisory Committee for the Eastern Business District redevelopment plan. As you are all aware, this is a cooperative effort between the legislative branch and the executive branch. I am very excited about this plan. We feel that the citizens are going to benefit from this, especially the eastern part of the city. What is really wonderful about this is we have 12 volunteers on to assist us. The next meeting will occur December 8 at 10 o'clock AM in very room. We invite the general public to be engaged throughout the whole process and if you have any other questions please give me a call or find me here in City Hall.  One thing I would like to add is that the general plan is to be given to the general public in April 2015.
  Dr. Williamson stated he will be abstaining on this for professional reasons.

  Mr. Allison stated we did review this at the ERC committee meeting and we are excited that things are kicking off here officially with the consultant.  He stated he was very pleased with the meeting that he read in the paper, there was a lot of positive things and a lot of cooperation. We should strive to keep that attitude as we go forward and I received some information this, hopefully transform the older part of the city, instead of being forgotten and neglected, it could be the centerpiece of the city and economic development as well as developing the neighborhood around there. And we would like to attract some more residents in that area. Two people he hasn't mentioned are the other members of the ERC committee, Councilman Noviello and Councilwoman Miele behind the scenes put a lot of time and effort and care and work into this project to get it going and get it moving.  It is a community project with the citizens involved in the ground level. ERC passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
  Ms. Miele, we had an extremely positive opening meeting yesterday morning, a lot of discussion about positive neighborhood development, and we discussed having a lot of public involvement into this planning process and it is essential to get representation from the public involved in the planning process.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution. 

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson abstained. The vote was 6 to 0.
Resolution #8381
Resolution  Authorizing Execution of a Right-a-Way Agreement

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Knarr stated this is the resolution authorizing an agreement from Venture Properties, LLC located at 520 W. 4th St. to place a handicap railing on the side of the building to make it handicap assessable.

  Mr. Allison stated at ERC, we did review this and the ramp will be on the right side of the building.  Mr. Knarr stated it will not obstruct traffic.

  Mr. Smith asked what material this will be made out of.

  Mr. Knarr answered it will be concrete. It will be required to meet all building codes as well.

  Mr. Smith also asked if this was in the historic district.

  Mr. Knarr stated yes, it is and the HARB  board will also have to approve this.  

Mr. Hall asked if there were any more questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Demolition – Susquehanna Health -  664 Campbell St.
Mr. Gerardi stated this is a request for demolition, this used to be an apartment complex and is now currently vacant. The owners intent is to use it for future parking area land development of hospital expansion. A land development plan will be we needed at that time and all requirements will be addressed prior to any development. Grass will need to be planted if nothing is submitted within three months.
We do have a representative here from the hospital.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the demolition.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

The demolition was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Demolition – Presbyterian Homes, Inc. – 800 Louisa St.
  Mr. Gerardi stated this is a request to have an apartment complex demolished at 800 Louisa St. which is located in the R2 residential zone. The structure was used as an apartment building and is currently vacant. All zoning requirements will be addressed prior to any development. Grass will be need to be planted if the permit is not issued within the next three months.  We do have a representative here from Presbyterian homes, Mr. Fenstermacher.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the demolition at 800 Louisa St.

There was no motion made, Mr. Hall asked the solicitor Mr. Lubin if there is no motion made, under the law, if then this automatically happens within a certain number of days?
  Mr. Lubin answered this ordinance does not have a deemed approval, it would be deemed denied.

The next step is they would take us to court, and it would be granted.

  Mr. Hall stated Well, I have no motion so this dies for lack of motion.

This demolition died for lack of motion from City Council members.

Certificate of Appropriateness – 200   West Fourth St.

  Mr. Gerardi this is the certificate of appropriateness request for Genetti Hotel and Suites.  It is a request to construct a rear entrance into the Genetti Hotel. The materials that will be used will be brick to match existing, there will be aluminum windows and doors to match the existing, a new lighted sign to match the existing on the East façade side.  We do have representation here if you have any questions.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Ms. Miele asked what is the intention of the new doorway.
  Mr. Gerardi stated it is for conditioned space, because you go from cold to warm.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any other questions.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Certificate of Appropriateness – 137 West Fourth St.

  Mr. Gerardi this is a request, to construct a two sided sign approximately 27 1/2 inches tall, 30 inches wide, about an inch and a half thick.  This will be a carved sign, background with either gold or silver lettering. The actual lettering is engraved. We do have a representative here.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Smith stated, this is the PNC building in which Mr. Gerardi answered yes, we need to update our Geo plan.
 Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments, hearing. None.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Certificate of Appropriateness – 201 Basin St.

  Mr. Gerardi stated, this is to erect one non-illuminated poly metal sign.  The sign two foot by 14 foot long. It is consistent with the façade signs that are down there at this point.  All of these certificates of appropriateness were approved and recommended by the planning commission. There is a representative here.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments, hearing none.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Certificate of Appropriateness – 27 West 4th St.

  Mr. Gerardi, this request is to remove the storefront which had glass in that, to baking the bronze store front. The doors and all the styles the same, the only changes are the color change. There is a picture attached, and there is a representative here. It will look exactly the same.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments, hearing none.

Dr. Williamson stated he will be abstaining for professional reasons because his employer will be a tenant.

  Ms. Miele stated this will be a nice addition for the downtown and the public opening of the gallery is the 24th of October.  This is really exciting adventure with the college and the downtown.

Mr. Hall asked for any other questions.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0. Dr. Williamson abstained.
Accept for filing: 

Public Works Minutes 08/26/14

 
East Third Street Gateway Revitalization Commission 09/10/14


Williamsport Water & Sanitary Meeting Minutes 08/27/14


Brandon Park Commission Minutes 06/17/14


Shade Tree Commission Minutes 06/17/14


Bowman Field Commission Minutes 06/10/14


Controller/Treasurer Report 08/31/14

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these minutes.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

The minutes were accepted for filing with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, October 23, 2014 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




      Monday, Oct 13

  
   4:00 PM  Recreation Commission

                        Tuesday, Oct 14


 12:00 PM  Williamsport Municipal Authority 



      Wednesday, Oct 15


   4:00 PM  Williamsport Parking Authority



      Thursday, Oct 16


 10:30 AM   Zoning Hearing Board 



      Monday, Oct 20


  12:00 PM  Planning Commission


                   Tuesday, Oct 21


  12:00 PM  Public Works








    3:30 PM  Finance Meeting








    7:00 PM  HARB



      Wednesday, Oct 22


  11:30 AM  Redevelopment Authority

Mr. Hall stated at the Finance Meeting, we will have a review of the 2013 Audit.


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]














Mr. Hall asked if there were questions or comments from Council.
  Mr. Smith stated, I guess it was about maybe a year and a half ago, or two years ago when we got into some of these demolitions that we felt were somewhat questionable. There was an Ad Hoc committee, Liz Miele, Jonathan Williamson and himself.  We looked at the demolition process and we looked to see if there is any changes that we could make to the demolition process. We all know that people have a right with their own property to do with what they want with their own property. However, this Council over the last several years has seen some very good properties brought to us for demolition. We did at one point refuse them, and we know what happened. When that committee met as I recall, we discussed possible solutions, to my knowledge that has never been pursued. And recently the demolitions have been brought to us for Susquehanna health which have been approved for some time now. And there were other demolitions where we thought the rationale was reasonable. When we take a look at another property that has been brought to us for demolition, it reminds me of should we take another look and go back and revisit this and see whether or not with our attorneys involved, whether we can come up with something that may pass a Court challenge.  Some of these folks that are buying these properties have been there for some time, they chose the land area, and now for whatever reason they want to expand. We know that we have approved Susquehanna health many years ago and the college program with them. And Lycoming College is paying on properties they actually don't have to pay taxes on because they are good neighbors. Now it's time because this is occurring more and more, it's time we go back and revisit this whole situation and see whether or not there is any legal way that some of these properties can be determined as historical due to its age. We have never really pursued that, and in summing up but I want to say is I really have a rough time with some of these beautiful properties that you cannot build today at any cost because you can't get the materials or the workmanship. In some cases to take these down for grass strip, then they stand up here and say the place is in deteriorating condition.  So you let it come to the point where it's going to cost a fortune to fix it why didn't you take care of it when you had it. This is time that we revisit, and maybe we don't have legal recourse, but maybe we do. I think we should do some research to preserve our historic Williamsport , that we are taking these properties down which we can never replace.
  Mr. Hall stated thank you, and I would be careful to temper your remarks based on the lack of action tonight.

  Dr. Williamson stated, I think the Ad Hoc committee was a year ago, and I believe that at the time we made four or five recommendations.  As part of the Memorial project, there are two areas that have seen some activity from those recommendations, one of them was to meet the historic state requirement, we made a proposal that they accepted that involved a variety of tasks. One of the tasks, was to work with the County, for the County to update their historic plan, that process is underway and almost completed. It would identify some specific sites, if it is one of those identified historic sites and needs to be so indicated on a request for demolition. The second area was part of that process, we have asked Mr. Grado and Mary Rucinski the recommendations that the committee made parallel to the conditional use process so there are at least needs to be a statement by the property owner seeking a demolition about the standards. Neither of those are completed but at least there has been some activity in your suggestion. Maybe we need to consider some changes in our sequence of processes.  So that property owners are not in a position of first tearing down the property before without seeking approval.

  Mr. Smith, I certainly would encourage that we see some movement on that.

  Dr. Williamson stated the list is pretty close to being ready to be made public.

  Mr. Grado stated it is all being worked on and there still is a waiting period and it is one of the conditions of the MOA in the Bro-Dart project.  We should be acting on that shortly.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were comments from the administration.

  Mayor Campana stated, first of all, I’d like to applaud City Council in regards to your position with 800 Louisa St.. Thank you for doing that, and this administration is always willing to sit down with City Council in regards to problem solving. Yes you have our commitment in regards to the historic structures, we would like to sit down with you once again to see if we can come up with some ideas. There were three other comments I would like to make, first of all, tonight we really talked about some successful planning, the three main points I would like to make, if you have not been up to Bowman field, please take a look at it. It is Susquehanna Park at Bowman field, the painting has been completed. It is a nicer positive feeling, we have community members that have approached  me and the drab maroon has been replaced with it navy blue. First of all in regards to planning, two weeks I will be bringing a contract, an extension of the Cross Cutters contract to remain at Bowman field for at least a year. The third comment I would like to make, in regards to fire protection, our city is safe. We have good equipment. We have had an issue with a pumper that is being looked at right now by Taylor Trucking.  It should be completed next week. I spoke to them personally on the phone today. We are also looking at purchasing a new pumper in 2015. But in the meantime, this is something you may see, a Duboistown truck and pumper in the City.  If you see it, it should make you feel good. When I say that, it is another cooperative effort in regards to the city and another municipalities. We talked about it for years, about sharing resources.  We are doing that right now.  Actually, very soon the chief and myself will make an announcement in regards to another cooperative group to share resources. We will get into specifics later but I'd like to put that out there just to let the public know if they see a truck, it is not costing us anything so it is a real positive thing.

  Mr. Hall asked for other comments from administration, and then the general public.

Scott Miller, 822 Tucker St, we have a number of vacant buildings and vacant lots throughout the city, but let's focus on East End.  They have the LERTA program and a few years back, the city created a call zone. So why are there so many empty buildings and lots. We had a gas boom, shouldn't businesses have wanted to locate here, and if not, why? To these property owners have plans for these properties and vacant buildings?  Some of them have weeds and grass here and there and just look shabby. This is something the city can do to urge these people to have more pride in their properties? Do we have the city's best interests at heart? When I look around I don't get the feeling that I would like to develop here. Parts of the business district over there looked more like a rundown industrial area than a vibrant business area. So I ask, is it really anything the city can do even with the study to bring more business to the city? Thank you.
  Rebecca Burke, I want to thank you this evening for giving me the opportunity to speak. Early Tuesday evening, a neighbor experienced a life altering event when their home caught on fire. But for that event, I would probably not be here tonight. This evening I wanted to publicly recognize the excellent response of the Williamsport Bureau of fire with this logistical challenge. The prompt response surely reduced the potential for a catastrophic event. Having participated in the fire training 101, I was exposed to just a smidgen of the challenges of the firefighter. Seeing them first hand, continues to confirm I believe that they are second to none. However, as the mayor acknowledged, I believe that evening our firefighters responded with equipment that needs attention. Once the fire smoke was reduced there continued to be an extraordinary amount of exhaust smoke and fumes from a fire truck that the firefighters are required to work in and around. I am not a mechanic. But I have lived with one for years and I more than recognized that there is a problem. Since Council has an active public safety committee, I am fairly confident that this is not new news. Clearly the truck is in need of repair or replacement. I must also acknowledge that Councilman Allison was there also. As a city taxpayer, I respectfully request your consideration of providing funding for adequate functioning equipment for those who provide for public safety. I, as many of you believe public safety is one of the paramount responsibilities of local government. If it is acceptable to invest or borrow for bricks and motor projects, I'm confident funding for the public safety needs will receive equal or greater consideration as you approach the consideration of any borrowing in the 2015 budget and capital budget. I understand the funding of projects and dedicated restricted funds as I have been a grant writer for 16 years. Again, the most important message I need to deliver tonight,  acolytes to the Williamsport Bureau of Fire and the backup assistance the City Police Department and the EMS and Fire police. Thank you for your time.
Mr. Hall thanked Mrs. Burke and asked for any more comments from the public.  Hearing none, he asked for a motion to adjourn.  

Adjournment




Meeting adjourned upon motion by Dr. Williamson and second to motion by Mr. Noviello.  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at  8:29     PM.









Janice Frank, City Clerk  
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado


	Mr. Joe Gerardi 


	Mr. Joseph Pawlak 


	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


          Mr. Gary Knarr 


	Mr. Bill Wright, S&P absent	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief


	Greg Foresman, Police Chief, absent


	Chief Heinbach 


	Sol. Norman Lubin


	Janice Frank, City Clerk


	Members of News Media	


	Members of the news media


	





Council members present:


	Bill Hall, President  


	Jonathan Williamson, Vice President   	Bill Hall, Councilman


	Bonnie Katz, Councilwoman 


	Don Noviello, Councilman 


	N. Clifford Smith, Councilman	Randall J. Allison, Councilman


	Elizabeth Miele, Councilwoman 


	Randall Allison, Councilman 











