City Council Meeting Minutes of September 29, 2016










      Thursday, October 13, 2016





    



      Williamsport, PA
Council President Jonathan Williamson brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday October 13, 2016 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilwoman Bonnie Katz and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Approval of the Williamsport City Council minutes of September 29, 2016 were approved upon a motion from Mr. Noviello made the motion and a second from Ms. Katz.   All were in favor.  The vote was 5 to 0.   Mr. Allison was absent. Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.
Limited Courtesy of the Floor

There was no limited courtesy of the floor.

Ordinance #6317
Ordinance – General Fund Transfer (final reading)
Bill # 1683-16

The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and Mr. Noviello seconded it.

Mr. Pawlak stated nothing further to add.

The ordinance was carried in final reading with five yes roll call votes. The vote was 5 to 0.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mr. Allison was absent, Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.
Ordinance #6318
Ordinance – Act 13 Fund transfer (final reading)        Bill # 1684-16

The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.

Mr. Pawlak stated he had nothing further to add.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote in final reading.
The ordinance was carried in final reading with five yes roll call votes. The vote was 5 to 0.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mr. Allison was absent, Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.
Bill # 1685-16
Ordinance Williamsport Rental Ordinance  Amendment (first reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in first reading.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.

  Mr. Gerardi stated this is an ordinance repealing section 1749, 1751 and 1753 and adding a new section to 1749. This was reviewed by Public Works committee, our solicitors and our insurance attorney. He gave everybody a copy with the items highlighted in yellow.

  Mr. Smith stated we reviewed this on Tuesday and discussed the rental ordinance and the changes that were being made. Some of the notable items are that it is not the entire rental ordinance, this is just the first part. This ordinance emanated from Public Safety.  We are getting this first part moved and are working on a committee to finish this ordinance.   Councilman Henderson will be representing the Public Safety committee along with other members from the administration including the solicitor's and our insurance attorney. There have been two law suits brought against us.  This is going to take time to ensure to the best of our ability that this will pass the second time around. There will be some changes made. The second part has to do with closures, drug activity and other types of that activity going on in certain properties.  So this committee is going to start working on that part of it, they will then bring it to Public Safety and then to full Council.  Some of the highlights of this part are entailing what it is going to be issued now, is a license to operate. Prior to this, there was a license and a certificate of inspection. That is going to be combined now. We will be given a certification which constitutes the license to rent a regulated rental unit. This will go along with changes in the legality part of it to make it better for those with questions.  If the owner lives in another State they must have an agent that resides in Lycoming County that can be notified with an issue with that particular property.  The other change is they now have 30 days should that agent be changed, or if the owner changes they have 30 days to update that registration form. Also that can be transferred to a new owner. One of the other highlights is pertaining to the appeal process. It stipulates the timeframe of the appeal process.  Also the fees will come to Council, so the fees under that inspection process will be under the general fee. The other thing that we have noticed is there is a stipulation in here in order to be issued a license operate, you must also have a filing with the business privilege and Mercantile tax. Prior to this, it is possible that we could have owners of rental properties, where the properties were inspected but they never paid the business privilege and Mercantile tax fee. This is a way to ensure us that they will be paid. So that will close that loophole so we will be able to receive the funds that we should have. We do know that there are a lot of good landlords in the city and outside the city that maintain the properties well and also pay the taxes that they are supposed to pay.  We feel that this is a good ordinance that this coming forth. The administration did not want to put the continuing part together with this. They wanted to start this right now. And that will give us a little bit of time to work on the second part of the ordinance. After discussion and explanation, we sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
  Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions.

  Mr. Noviello, stated just to reiterate that, I am happy to know that sometime down the line, not to far down the line we will be a factor in these elements that we just heard here. Since we have a viewing audience tonight, we did raise the issue about boarding houses and college dormitories, can you give us a brief rundown on those distinctions?
  Mr. Gerardi answered, a rental property is inspected once every four years. It can be a multi-unit, five or six units in the building, one unit or a double.  The rooming houses, student residences and student renters are also rental properties, but they get inspected yearly. They did not actually get a rental inspection.

  Mr. Noviello, asked what if they have their own person who does that?

  Mr. Gerardi answered yes that are certain agencies that have inspection agencies and they are required to send those inspection to us to make sure they are inspecting the things we look for. And we keep that on record. They still fall under our jurisdiction, so if something is wrong, we get called out and go.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were other questions. Hearing none.

The ordinance was carried in first reading with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mr. Allison was absent.
Resolution# 8601
Resolution Civil Service Rules & Regulation Changes

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

  Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.
Chief Heckman stated this is an updated version of the Civil Service rules and regulations. There were a lot of countless hours and effort between the Fire Administration, and the union and civil service members. He expresses thanks to all involved in this. These rules and regulations needed to be updated, so this will cover 2016 to 2017. The basic points were 20 pages on how full-blown, and there were some additional updates and physical requirements. There was promotion scoring that was adjusted, and we took out some of the old practices. We added in a slot for lieutenants moving up to bring them back in for the future. This was reviewed by the Public Works committee.

  Mr. Smith stated  this came to Public Works and was so incredibly implemented quite quickly. It has been at least eight years since this is been updated. Obviously as we go through ordinances and other things in the city we are finding certain time periods, years and years go by and it doesn't get done. He thanked Chief Heckman and the union for working on this and everything that was involved.  It is sent to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Henderson stated he was excited about this, the steps towards greater possibility for promotions, it protects against any type of politics, and we need that in every level of government. The restructuring is something that is very beneficial, especially to the Chief who can manage it well.

  Mr. Noviello thanked the Chief and everyone involved…. He feels that this adds responsibility to each one of our employees and gives them a higher incentive to work towards things.

  Dr. Williamson agreed with everyone on the issues for promotions…. He asked for vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.

 Ms. Miele voted yes. Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mr. Allison was absent, 
Resolution # 8602
Resolution Real Estate Refund – 719 Poplar St.

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.

  Mr. Grimes stated we are actually asking for two things on this resolution, one is to exonerate, the Department of Military Affairs approved their disabled veterans exemption certificate so we need to take their assessed value and your city taxes down to zero. This taxpayer also paid the 2016 city taxes which are no longer due, so we need to do a refund of $1077 to the taxpayer.

  Mr. Smith asked if the veteran sells the property, and we know that, that should go back onto the tax rolls.
  Mr. Grimes answered we keep track of all them because there are not that many in our office, but they are reviewed every three years because there are income qualifications that you need to still proofing fall under that.

  Mr. Smith asked the question about in case of a divorce, about the exoneration?

  Mr. Grimes answered it would depend on if we knew if he moved out, the change of deed, that is one that we could miss if it comes up for review period with the State.  He explained the situation further.

  Mr. Noviello stated this is one small action to show our thanks for the acts that our disabled veterans have made. It is not near enough in my estimation but it is one step toward showing the value of that service. This is at least one action that we can take as this body.

  Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.

 Ms. Miele voted yes. Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mr. Allison was absent, 
Certificate of Appropriateness  -  First Foundation
Mr. Gerardi stated this is a certificate of appropriateness requests to erect a handicap ramp and canopy. Canopy is made of steel and glass, and attached is a drawing.  There was a handicap ramp back there and they are going to remove it and replace it.  There is a representative here.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion and second.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

There were no comments or questions.
The certificate of appropriateness  was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.

 Ms. Miele voted yes. Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mr. Allison was absent, 
Accept for filing   



Public Safety Minutes of 08/02/16



Public Works Minutes 08/02/16



Finance Committee Minutes 08/02/16 & 08/16/16



Recreation Minutes of 08/12/16



Brandon Park 08/16/16



Shade Tree Commission 08/16/16



Controller Report  August 2016
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve these minutes.
Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.  

The minutes were carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  All were in favor.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.  Mr. Allison was absent.

Announcements
 Dr. Williamson announced that there was an executive session on October 6, 2016 in the matter of negotiations.   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, October 27, 2016 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:

 Monday, Oct 17


   12:00 PM  Planning Commission

 Tuesday, Oct 18

                10:00 AM  Blighted Property Meeting






     3:30 PM  ERC






    6:30  PM  HARB

 Thursday, Oct 20


   10:30 AM  Zoning Hearing Board






     4:00 PM  Board of Health

 Monday, Oct 24


     4:00 PM  Recreation Commission

 Tuesday, Oct 25

                12:00 PM  Public Works






     3:30 PM  Finance Committee

 Wednesday, Oct 26

   11:30 AM  Redevelopment Authority 

        Thursday, Oct 27


     7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]

Dr. Williamson asked for comments from members of City Council.  There were none.

Dr. Williamson asked for comments from the administration.

  Mayor Campana complimented Dr. Williamson on the meeting on Planning.  Also the 2017 budget process has officially begun and he received from department heads the questionnaire.  Mr. Nichols and he will look them over tomorrow.  He stated we have to reinforce that what we give to City Council must be realistic numbers, not wish lists.  They will review them again before giving them to Council. The last point is the evaluation of cabinet members will be looked at next week, if Council would like to take a look at those so we can justify possible increases for Dept. heads, please do so.  Also when we send back these questionnaires on Monday, if Council is interested in having a work session to discuss these later on in the week, you can contact Janice, and Janice will contact me and we can start that process.

Mr. Tom Cillo stated October 31, we will start our Fall pickup…it is leaves only, no brush, don’t hide your brush under the leaves cause things get clogged.  It will be the main streets only, he stated he is aware that some places are called “place or way”, but technically they are still an alley and with the size of the equipment, we can’t get in there.

Dr. Williamson asked for comments from the general public.
  Mr. Scott Miller, 822 Tucker St,  I have lived here for over 10 years, and three times he reported parking meters taking my quarter, and not once we find anything wrong with  the parking meters. I just find it very petty and trifling to think I'm going to walk two blocks to report a quarter, and they can't give me a token. That does fall under the city because you all authorize the parking authority. Codes and streets, one of the last times I is here I brought up about my garage doors being written up, I have repaired them.  But under codes, you are given a time limit, you are given an extension, and I used the extension and got it all fixed up.  But what about when I complain about the deficiencies in the public infrastructure. Are you all given a time limit? I don't think so. In 2011, the school district did safe walks to school things, this is the one from Sheridan elementary, they did every school. Exactly what did the city do to improve the safety and comply with Federal and State law when it comes to it, nothing, nothing! So why should a citizen comply with the law when the government doesn't comply with the law. I find it very two-faced. The last thing I want to bring up is with all the police lives matter, don't matter nonsense, I want to know are we going to send our police to additional trainings so they can be the best police force in the country? Do we send them to shoot for don't shoot training program? Do we send them to use of nonlethal force training programs?  Do we send them to martial arts training, so they don't have to shoot or use a Taser, they could take them down using pressure points like they do to teach all the people in the military. I think that something we should look into, better police training so we can have the best police force possible. Thank you. Have a great evening and happy Halloween everybody.
  Adjournment
 
Dr.  Williamson asked for motion to adjourn.


Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mrs. Katz and a second by Ms. Miele
Motion was carried by unanimous   8:05 PM “ayes’ .
Janice M. Frank
City Clerk 
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