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      Thursday, October 27, 2016





    



      Williamsport, PA
Council President Jonathan Williamson brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday October 27, 2016 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Joel Henderson and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Approval of the Williamsport City Council minutes of October 13, 2016 were approved upon a motion from Mr. Allison made the motion and a second from Ms. Katz.   All were in favor.  The vote was 7 to 0.   
Limited Courtesy of the Floor

There was no limited courtesy of the floor.

Ordinance # 6319
Ordinance Williamsport Rental Ordinance  Amendment Bill #1685-16 (final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.
Mrs. Katz made the motion and seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Gerardi stated he had nothing further to add.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were questions or comments.

  Mr. Henderson stated he wanted to make a comment that what we see here is our government working the way that it ought to. The different branches holding one another accountable, and our greatest interest is to protect our Constitution so we draft an ordinance and it went to the process, the courts showed us some problems with it. We don't need to be discouraged by that, we need to be encouraged by that our government is working the way it should. So I just wanted to point it out that this is normal, and it is good.

  Dr. Williamson asked questions hearing none.

The ordinance was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Resolution #8603
Resolution to Approve the “Strings Attached” Provisions of the Federal Land & Water Conservation Fund Grant for the Brandon Park Rehabilitation Project

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Grado stated this is part of the Brandon Park project, the application we submitted back in March  to DCNR.  The project is for renovations to the tennis courts, additional area lighting, pathways, we did provide for nature play and additional playground equipment in the vicinity of the now filled in Brandon pool. There is an expansion of the parking lot to accommodate handicap accessibility. We did receive a letter from DCNR on September 26, 2016 indicating that they are considering it for land and water conservation funds. That is federal money passed through the State, however; we have to agree to this strings attached provisions and typically they are the same.  It is the handicap requirements, the one that was identified was actually amending the Brandon Park deed to reflect the fact that this will remain a public recreation area in perpetuity. They did give language for that for corrected deed, and we are recommending that we still apply for the land and water conservation fund grant with those conditions. I did provide the estimated costs that were provided by Larson Design and also a copy of the sketch plan that was provided to DCNR which was really unchanged.  I also provided a copy of the deed from February 1889 from A.B. Cummings to the City. And the last sentence states that the Park should be used for the public forever. However it does say the provision that this is to be memorialized in the deed. That was reviewed by the Brandon Park Commission, Recreation Commission, Public Works committee and the Finance Committee.
  Mr. Smith stated, that Public Works did review this on Tuesday of this week, a lot of this is a lot of legal easing here which is required with DCNR contracts.  In some cases they went from two pages to 18 pages within a period of years.  So that is not uncommon to see these type of contracts coming from DCNR.  The one question we had was, handicap accessibility, and we were curious as to whether or not we were going have to modify the bathrooms to be able to handle handicap folks. John thoroughly explained to us that no we don't have to do that, because there are areas that are going to be modified with the lighting, so his answer at this time is not at this time do we have to make modification to this facilities.  The diagram that was provided to us, outlines, the lighting that is going to be done, the pathway is some of the changes that are going to be made. It is taken one of our City Gems and making it better as time goes on.  This is a very worthwhile projects, we are granted this grant, there are provisions of how we have to pay for it, you have to put some money up front, and about two months later we received our money. One of the things that we did note of interest, was the fact that we received a copy of the deed which was dated February 21, 1829 in consideration of a dollar. The actual deed was hand written. You have to look at the way it was written and understand some of the terminology that was used as was very interesting to be able to see that document. We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Ms. Miele, stated Finance also sent this to the full body Council with positive recommendation. It is worth noting that it is likely if we were to reject “strings attached”, we would not be getting grant money from any other fund source, however they have gone one step forward and asking us to modify the deed, we are liable to get this grant funding. As you will note the very last sentence in 1923, this handwritten deed, the last paragraph says granted in trust for the purposes only of an open space for the use of the public forever and to be called Brandon Park.  Consequently the change to the deed that DCNR wants us to make, does not change the intention of the original deed, it was always intended to be forever.  

  Mr. Grado stated he discussed this with our solicitor, and it's the corrected deed that will be made changes on.  
  Ms. Miele, stated the other thing to note is that the City could not apply for this funding because it is only through DCNR, it so happens that this is the pot of money they have to offer us if we are ever fortunate to get another grant.
  Mr. Noviello stated he has always had an appreciation for the historical part of Brandon Park, now we have an opportunity as this body has been doing this for some time right now, help to bring things into the 21st century. It gives us an opportunity to put a new face on the Park and add some more color to it and more amenities. It is several valuable opportunities for us to be part of it and I am grateful for the chance to be sitting here and play a small role in the future history of Brandon Park. I think we are on the right track here and want to thank John for stepping up to the plate and doing some work here on this.\

 Mr. Allison stated along the lines of what Mr. Noviello just said, it is enlightening to see that generations have passed, and in the past have passed on to future generations a love for the Park and a respect for it. It is important what we are doing now because we are laying groundwork for future generations to carry on, and future Councils and Administrations to care about it the same way. The other thing that we talked about was the maintenance clause, because we are required to budget something for that, but I guess we already do that so we are covered. So it's nothing beyond what we already put aside in the budget for that is going to be required.

  Dr. Williamson stated he agrees and it is nice to see this moving forward and putting a new spin on a historic Park and at the same time protecting its history and being a part of that long history. He also wanted to note that the “strings attached” to this grant are not that onerous and they are not changing what we would normally do. Also he is teaching a course on State and Local politics, and he has talked about the relationship between Federal, State, & Local governments, and how the State governments shape our local government.  Sometimes our decisions are being changed by mandates, in this case the changes are small but it's a very good example of that lesson, and this very resolution states these are the strings that are attached.  So this resolution made me think of the lesson that we talked about. He asked for any more comments or questions from Council. 

  Mayor Campana stated Brandon Park is our central Park and I'd like to publicly thank City Council in regards to the pending vote on this resolution. But I'd also like to thank the Brandon Park Commission and the Recreation Commission because we have a very very exciting project to transform this Park in another positive way. It is been a long-time coming in regards to creating a plan for that Park and I would like to thank everybody involved because it will be very excited. And I know that all of this, especially the general public will enjoy it.

  Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Resolution # 8604
Resolution MOU between the City of Williamsport & McClellandtown Volunteer Fire Company

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and seconded by Mr. Henderson.

  Chief Heckman stated this is a resolution to accept the MOU with regard to the sale of old engine 41 between the City of Williamsport & McClellandtown Volunteer Fire Co.  This went through public works and finance.
  Ms. Miele, stated the sad news is we have hoped to get more, but because the market is somewhat flooded rate now was machinery, and the problem is we don't have a place to store this, and it will make it outside over the Winter so we need to unload it. The good news is the scrap value on this particular item is $3500 so we are at least doubling what we would have gotten.  It is going to a fire company that is very happy to replace an engine that is even older than this. Finance sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Smith stated this did come to Public Works on Tuesday and as Chief Heckman has pointed out, he had advertised this and tried to sell it.  The good part of it is that this is going to a small fire Department that will be able to use it. The city has gotten its money and well worth it, and we got our money's worth out of this vehicle. The chief had explained this that he wanted to move this as fast as possible because otherwise it will be sitting outside because it our new engine has come. We felt that based on the work that he did and the research, this is the best that we are going to get. We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Noviello stated very quickly again, it is always nice to help other communities that are need for situations like this. Also it is in the spirit of giving, at this time a year, we have created a new sort of neighbor, even though they are somewhat distant from us. When one community can reach out to another community in this fashion, it benefits all of us in the long run here. We have been holding this equipment now for some time and I'm sure the Fire Department has taken very good care of it. But it has run its course, for what we, could do with it and maybe McClellandtown Fire Co can get another five years out of it. He thanked the Chief for coming up with a solution.

  Dr. Williamson asked if there were comments or questions hearing none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Demolition – 722/724 Locust St.  Susquehanna Health

Mr. Gerardi stated this is a demolition requests from Susquehanna Health on a property located that 722 – 724 Locust St., it is in the “ I” industrial zoning district.  The structure was used as a single family dwelling. It was a double, and it is currently vacant.  Grass will be planted, and eventually the land development plan will be coming to you. We do have a representative here if you have any questions.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion and second to approve the demolition.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Smith.
There were no comments or questions.
The demolition was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Certificates of Appropriateness - HARB

       All items are recommended for approval unless noted

Item 2. Alpha Housing LLC

David Hedrick

941 West Third Street

65-005-333  ca 1960-one story brick building not reflecting the common character of the district.  

A.   West side.  Cut brick and install 39 double hung, one over one, vinyl windows with silver or aluminum sashes, frames, trims.  Sized and placed as per “West/Right Elevation” dated 9-12-16.

B.  North side: Retain existing entry with glass windows/door.  

Close smaller entryway on east of front. Match existing brick and mortar.  

Cut in and install 16 silver vinyl double hung windows.  

Add one flush steel door near the glass entry.  Paint brick red.  See “North/Front Elevation”.

C. East Wall: Retain existing windows/doors.  Cut in and install 1 additional flush metal door on the east wall.  Paint to match. See “East/Left Elevation”.  

D. South: Add 1 flush metal door.  See “South/Rear Elevation”

E.   Re-use existing sign and posts or install a new sign of same size and appearance.  Retain color combination of dark blue lettering, beige background and gold trim.  Keep sign in same location.  Use footed lettering similar to existing, for site name, logo, address and contact information. 

F.  Install additional led security lighting (black fixtures) and security cameras, blend color. 

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve the HARB Certificates of Appropriateness. 

Mr. Henderson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

There were no questions or comments.

The certificate was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Accept for filing   



Public Works Minutes 08/16/16



Finance Committee Minutes 08/30/16 



Recreation Minutes of 09/26/16



Controller Report September 2016



Brandon Park Commission Meeting 9/20/16



ERC Minutes 10/18/16



Dept. of Codes Monthly Reports, (Jan. Feb. March 2016)
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve these minutes for filing.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.
There were no questions or comments.

The minutes were carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Announcements
   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, November 10, 2016 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. It was announced that there will be an Executive Session immediately following this meeting for the purpose of negotiation.   (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:


                   Saturday, Oct 29   


   6:00 PM to 8:00 PM  Halloween Party – Liberty 

                          Monday, Oct 31


   12:00 PM  Planning Commission

                          Tuesday, Nov 1

                12:00 PM  Public Safety Committee

                          Tuesday, Nov. 8

                12:00 PM  Public Works






     3:30 PM  Finance Committee

                          Wednesday, Nov 9


     3:30 PM  O&E Pension Board 

      Thursday, Nov. 10


     7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments from members of Council.

Mr. Smith stated a couple of weeks ago, Mr. Cillo stated they will be picking up leaves on October 31, 2016, (Halloween)  and they said they could be slow because they are working on a skeleton crew.
Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments from the administration?

Mayor Campana stated at this time, he would like to distribute the job description of cabinet members and a proposed revised organizational chart.  Changes have been made due to the administration’s intentions to create a public works model formally making the Recreation Director a cabinet position and creating a City Planner’s position in the 2017 budget.  Amy Lorson and the Mayor distributed the information to City Council.
Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments from the general public?

There were none
  Adjournment
 
Dr.  Williamson asked for motion to adjourn.


Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mrs. Katz and a second by Mr. Allison.
Motion was carried by unanimous  at               8:03 PM “ayes’ .
Janice M. Frank
City Clerk 
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado 


	Mr. Joe Gerardi	Mr. Joseph Pawlak 


	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. absent


	Mr. Joe Pawlak


          Mr. Gary Knarr absent


	Mr. Tom Cillo absent	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief


	Dave Young, Police Chief	Chief Heinbach absent


          Sol. Norman Lubin


	Janice Frank, City Clerk 


	Todd Heckman, Fire Chief , 


	


	News Media





	








	


	Members of News Media	


	Members of the news media


	





Council members present:


	Jonathan Williamson, President  


	Randy Allison, Vice President   	Bill Hall, Councilman


	Bonnie Katz, Councilwoman 


	N. Clifford Smith, Councilman


	Don Noviello, Councilman


	Elizabeth Miele, Councilwoman 


	Joel Henderson, Councilman 


Absent:  


	 





  	








