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          Williamsport, PA
Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, November 6, 2014 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Bill Hall and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

     Approval of the October 23, 2014 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Dr. Williamson and  Mrs. Katz second and a roll call of seven yes  votes. There were no questions or comments.  
Limited Courtesy of the Floor
There was no courtesy of the floor.

Appointments

Brandon Park Commission

Cynthia Cobb, 1260 Park Ave is appointed to a term commencing 11/06/14 & ending 1/1/17.  
Mayor Campana gave a brief bio of Ms. Cobb.  She will be replacing Mr. Frank Pugliese.


Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this appointment.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

There were no questions or comments.

The appointment was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Cobb took the oath given to her by the City Clerk and signed the book.
Ordinance 6266
Ordinance Amending Ordinance for Changing the Traffic Control Map(final reading) Bill#1633-14

The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt this ordinance.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Grado stated this ordinance was related to the land development plan for trade and transit II.  It was part of New St, that within that development area and changes that from vehicular traffic to pedestrian traffic.

  Ms. Miele stated she would like to see Willow St in the future become pedestrian traffic only.

  Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments.

The ordinance was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Bill # 1634-14
Ordinance Forty-First Year (2015) Community Development Budget(first reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt this ordinance.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. Grado, this is our forty-first year for Community Block Grant funds, we are an entitlement community so therefore we budget for this. The budget and the action plan as well as the consolidated plan have been advertised according to federal guidelines. Our consolidated plan and action plan are on the city's website for viewing. One thing that has changed this year, the action plan is presented to City Council, we have been advised by HUD, not to present our allocation until this has been appropriated by then. What we have done is presented the budget as we had the allocation from last year's allocation that is $994,623 for CDBG funds, $264,769 for HOME funds and then we have provided $20,000 per program income. He went over the budget detail.  At the end of the packets are the nonprofit organizations that have applied for funding. CAPPA has applied for funding, and Lonnie Gamble is here this evening.  CAPPA showed a short video.

  Lonnie Gamble, executive director of CAPPA, wanted to make sure everyone knows who they are and what they do.  They have an after school free program to educate children in the community and make them aware of drug problems within the community.

  Dr. Williamson stated at the Finance Committee review, basically we learned that the Federal Government has changed the process a little, giving us the money later and in this year, we usually would also see an action plan that would help us understand how funds have been allocated.  
  Mr. Grado stated our action plan may have to be amended if the funds should change.  Over the last few years, there has been a delay in how much our funds will be.

  Dr. Williamson went over the street reconstruction activity, our focus will be with the Bro-Dart neighborhood as well as the Pathway to Health.  He also spoke about the fire pumper truck not being here yet, because we have to pay for it up front.  He stated the American Recuse Workers could benefit and use an upgrade because of the good they do for the community.   CAPPA was part of the discussion and we clarified some of the issues and we had made a request earlier this year for our Recreation Dept. to enter into a partnership with CAPPA.  
  Mr. Grado stated there has not been current discussions with the Recreation Dept, but we did meet after the Finance meeting and there are possibilities to combine the programs.

  Mayor Campana stated we have had discussions and CAPPA has agreed to assist at the playgrounds to help educate children about the drug issues.

  Dr. Williamson stated he feels the goals of CAPPA line up with the goals of a safe City and good opportunities in terms of their existing program.  He feels there is a positive synergy that will occur.  The one thing that had changed in this budget is the new requirements for curbs, we have to redo some things that we had done before and costs have increased.  We did pass this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Smith, asked if there were other applicants?

  Mr. Grado, there were three and we funded all three, not with their asking requested amounts.  CAPPA and the American Rescue Workers asked for $30,000.

  Mr. Smith asked who are the people that decided how to split the funding.

  Mr. Grado answered that it was himself and his office and the amount is set by the Mayor.

  Mr. Smith asked Mr. Gamble how old the video was?

  Mr. Gamble stated it was produced two years ago.

  Mr. Smith asked Mr. Grado what kind of paperwork is required?

  Mr. Grado stated their financial reports and all three have provided their application, reports and have made their eligibility requirements.  

  Mr. Smith stated what struck him was CAPPA in previous years has not received more than $5,000, and was surprised that they went to $10,000, he questioned about the huge increase.

  Mr. Gamble stated we have received state and federal funds in the pasts.

  Mr. Grado stated he will provide their financial statement that does list their funding sources.  

  Mr. Smith stated we have discussed the educational portions of these and he asked how Mr. Grado & his staff arrived at $10,000.

  Mr. Grado, stated originally we were looking at a lesser amount and Mr. Gamble asked for more, so after discussion, we came to a comprise. We can allocate up to 15% of our budget for service activities, but we are not required to do so.  

  Mr. Smith stated he doesn’t question the value of CAPPA, but Council is really under the gun this year for budget, and he is asking if we can really afford it…..he would feel more comfortable with some paperwork on this and look at it, he stated we don’t get as much money as a City.  We should figure out how we can fund this things and stay within a reasonable budget.

  Mr. Gamble stated he understands all that, CAPPA started out providing for gang services and prevention and earlier the City wasn’t participating that much, but we still gave of our services.

  Ms. Eileen Harley, academic coordinator, we do academic services and we provide prevention services, we have two violent prevention curriculums, we have meetings with their parents also.  We help youth overcome challenges, behavior as well as academics.  We understand budget constraints and restrictions, but we want to do everything we can to have a safe community.

  Mr. Gamble stated no one told us to do this, we saw a problem and we are trying to fix this, as a community, we should all invest.  We have always reinvested our federal money back into the Community.  We are hoping with our past history, that the City becomes a part of what we are trying to do.

After more discussion as to what CAPPA does and how beneficial this will be for the City, Mr. Smith asked them to come back next year and present some case studies and some statistics.

  Ms. Harley, stated we are in the process of doing that and we would be happy to do that.

  Mr. Gamble spoke about how we as partners can come together and get grants.  He feels we can sit down and try and bring federal & state funding into the City.  He recently met with a representative from the White House.

  Mr. Hall, stated that Mr. Gamble faces what our Police Dept. faces in the fact that it is almost impossible to prove what you have prevented.  If you are based on outcome, it is hard to prove what you have prevented.  Mr. Grado stated that we can actually do 15%, so if we chose to, we could move $149,000 into this service.  He stated that the American Rescue Workers are getting twice as much as Mr. Gamble and they are not here getting grilled.  He asked if all money that has been through Mr. Gamble’s program has been reported in which Mr. Gamble answered yes.

  Mrs. Katz stated that she is on the Recreation Commission and we have had to take baby steps and it takes a while to get started, so it would behoove us to sit down with you and let’s see what we can do with it.  There was additional discussion about advertising for other non-profits.

  Mr. Grado stated we do a block ad in the Sun-Gazette along with a needs assessment, but they have to apply, and it is in August. 

  Mr. Noviello asked about how parents are engaged in this program.

  Ms. Harley, stated our board has been in recent conversations about the parents so we have started Saturday morning parent meeting.  Slowly we are getting the parents to understand that they have to become a part of this.

  Mr. Allison thanked Mr. Gamble & Eileen for their participation.
  Mr. Gamble stated the fact that the City has the ability to go to 15%, we need to truly think about community development.  It is always a small amount of funding that we put into this.  I hope the City starts to think we need to make investments now.

  Mr. Allison asked questions about the street reconstruction and the Pathway to Health.  He asked about the Housing and rehab and asked if we get a lot of inquiries.

  Mr. Grado stated yes, we have a waiting list.

  Ms. Miele stated the interesting thing about this budget is that every piece of this funding is promoting something that is leveraging in the City.  We are seeing a huge benefit here without a lot of our own input.  We put a small amount of money into Recreation, but the more partnerships, we can leverage for a larger program, we need to be looking at partnering. 

  Mr. Hall asked for any more questions or comments.

The Ordinance was carried in first reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

The next meeting will be Nov. 20 in which we will have the second reading...   
Mr. Hall changed the order of the agenda to accommodate the audience.
Certificate of Appropriateness – 140 West Fourth St – the Graphic Hive

Mr. Gerardi stated this is a certificate of Appropriateness to erect a 2 sided wall hanging business sign. Overall size is 36” x 36”, the material is painted wood, I have attached a picture of the three signs.  A representative is here.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Noviello asked if there was one business or three.
John Recinski, owner of the businesses, There are two business, one on each floor.  

Dr. Williamson stated he has heard many compliments and wanted to thank the representative.

Mrs. Katz stated he does a lot of work for First Fridays and does wonderful work.

Mr. Hall asked for any questions, hearing none.
The certificate of Appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8385
Resolution Authorizing a Sub-recipient Agreement between the City of Williamsport & Lycoming 
Co. SPCA

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Grado stated this is a standard agreement, the $3,000 has been budgeted and it is retro-active to January and it was reviewed by the City Solicitor and the Finance Committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated the review was fairly short because we have seen this before and we passed it to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
  Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution #8386
Resolution Authorizing a Sub-recipient Agreement between the City of Williamsport & the County of Lycoming

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

Mr. Grado stated back in February, Council approved a submission of the grant for CLG and it is related through HARB.   In years past, we have funded HARB support in the amount of $6,000 and the City matches with $3,000.  With the Bro-Dart project and the State Historic Project, there were two items that the County have been assisting us with and one is for the Historic Places for Original League and the other is updating the County Historic Plan.  This provides for some additional funds for the CLG grant that the County could use for consulting services to that planning activity.   The County will provide the $12,000 cash match to that $30,000 grant and the city's in-kind services would be $15,000. This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.
  Dr. Williamson stated, this is a piece of two of our projects, part one we committed to do some historic preservation work, but also this will contribute to some of the things we have been talking about on Council related to changes that we would like to see with the demolition ordinance. Once we see the County’s progress, we will be able to move forward. The Finance Committee passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Accept for filing: 

Public Works Minutes 09/23/14

 
Finance Minutes 09/02/14 


Williamsport Municipal Sanity & Water Authority 09/24/14


Brandon Park Commission 09/30/14


Shade Tree Commission 09/30/14


Redevelopment Authority Financial Statement – December 2013
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept these for filing.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

There would no comments or questions.

The Minutes were accepted for filing with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Hall made a note to the Administration that we have not seen Recreation minutes since March.

Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, November 20, 2014 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




      Monday, Nov. 10

  
   4:00 PM  Recreation Commission



      Tuesday, Nov. 11


  City Hall Closed – Veteran’s Day



      Thursday, Nov. 13


  Blood Drive – Sechler room



      Monday, Nov. 17


  12:00 PM  Planning Commission   



      Tuesday, Nov 18


  12:00 PM  Public Works








    3:30 PM  Finance Meeting








    7:00 PM  HARB



     Thursday, Nov. 20

               10:30 AM  Zoning Hearing


                  




    7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]





Mr. Hall asked for any comments or questions from City Council.  He stated we will have an Executive Session on legal matters following this meeting.  He asked for comments from the administration.  There were none.  Comments from the General Public.
  Ralph Keller, 203 Hughes St. stated “I wanted to bring something to Council's attention is an article that was in the paper this morning about the recreation’s budget. The article is misleading and if you take it at face value it brings you to false conclusions. Reading it makes you believe that we have vastly overspent our budget and I just want to make sure you understand some other facts on the income side.  We had a meeting this summer and I have spoke to Mr. Pawlak about this, asking what happens to all the monies that are collected because the number have gone and fleeced if you will, business and persons to donate to the special events. We have had many donations of many thousands of dollars that come into the city to cover these costs. When I was told is that when these monies come in, they are not reflected in the special events budget, but rather they are put into the general fund as miscellaneous income. From what I understand, there is presently no mechanism to show that on the line item for special events.  Mr. Pawlak also indicated, when I questioned him, that although they put those monies in the general fund, that they do also have a method of keeping track of that and that they could provide a record of how much money is sitting in the general fund that was specifically donated for special events. I would plead with Council, as you are looking at the budgets, to please see if you can get that information from finance and find out how much money is in that general fund and do a transfer where it was intended, and what it was donated for, into special events and when you look at the budget you will find that it is not that far out of whack. He may be out slightly. Moving forward to next year, I will encourage if it is possible for Council to work with the 

finance department to see if some mechanism can be put into place for future years, monies that are specifically donated for the special events, can be put in a special fund or automatically credited to that account so we don’t have that in the future.  That would be very helpful. One other thing I would just want to say in general, there were rumors flying around that some people in Council are considering getting rid of the in-house recreation program and outsourcing it.  I think we are working very hard to provide quality activities to the community and I just hope that is a bad rumor and we are ready to go next year. Thank you.
  Sally Weigand, 309 Louisa St, stated “I’ll make this very brief, I have a statement I want to read, City Council President, Vice President, and Council members.  I am here tonight to hand you my resignation as the Chairperson for the Brandon Park and Shade Tree Commissions.  One week before Dr. Cooper passed away, he asked me to stay on the commission. I enjoyed every minute that I was able to serve. I want to thank you for allowing me to serve you and the City of Williamsport as the chairperson of Brandon Park and Shade Tree commission. My dad was an honorable man. The Superintendent of Parks and property manager in Williamsport for 20 years. He served on City Council for 3 1/2 years where he passed away while in office. I was taught in my younger years that when doing anything in life you must always remember to do the very best job that you can and always tell the truth and hold your head high at what you have accomplished. In my reign as chairperson, I was able to create a history of Brandon Park, I worked for and put together the tour guide for Brandon Park programs for every day and celebrated the hundredth anniversary of the Band Shell. No matter what program I held, when I was on stage,  I always felt the presence of Dr. Cooper and my father. I want to thank you once more for all the support you have given me over the years. I thank all the people in Williamsport who have supported me with the hundredth anniversary and all the people that performed in Brandon Park. It was a fantastic summer and I enjoyed every bit of time that I spent in the Park. Many people have expressed to me, how thrilled they were to have music and programs like they used to have in the park when I was a kid. As I depart this phase of my life, with my head held high and all the great memories that I take with me, I will continue to work in Williamsport for the neighborhood watch program. Now I will be able to devote more of my time to our neighborhoods in light of another murder that has plagued our City. Thank you for listening.
  Mr. Hall responded with a thank you to Mrs. Weigand, stating that we don’t usually respond to comments made at the end of our meeting, but thank you for your years of service on that commission with Brandon Park. I am sure that all of Council and all members of the administration thank you very much. We wish you nothing but the best of everything in the next endeavor. Thank you.
  Mr. Scott Miller, 822 Tucker St, two years ago in the presidential primaries, a noted liberal Newt Gingrich brought up to the fact, and introduced into the conversation, that schools should provide work opportunities for kids at the school. It got me to thinking, how come we as a City, could not do a summer youth jobs program. It would teach some valuable skills, that they could build pride in themselves, pride in the community, put a couple bucks in their pocket, so they would not indulge in crime and mischievous behavior to get money. But it would also give us value, they could pick up trash in the parks, paint curbs, they can do things that do need to be done. I am not going to go into all the details, one of the things I will look at the cost of doing a program like that, you say if we hired 10 kids, and through the summer for the program and pay and everything, we spend $50,000. If we prevent one of those kids from getting involved in the criminal justice system, the County says it costs $40,000 just to lock somebody out. That doesn't include the police, court costs, probation and it doesn't take into consideration once people are into the criminal justice system, they almost never get out. They keep going down the same road. So I would just like to point out that even for a small investment today, it would have huge returns for us as a community down the road. Because it is known, we can afford to lock everybody up and we shouldn't need to lock everybody up. We can provide these kids, with opportunities to gain skills and then when they get out of school, they have something to fill in that box. They could use the city as a reference. So please take that into consideration.

  Mr. Hall asked for any more comments from the general public.  He stated he has a letter to read.  He met with this gentleman about 3:00 O’clock.

This letter is addressed to Williamsport City Council, President Hall.

President Hall and members of City Council,

I am writing to inform you of my decision to resign my position as Williamsport City Treasurer., effective December 31, 2014. I will make myself available for any needs that the new Treasurer might have to facilitate a smooth transition. This decision is a difficult one based on purely personal considerations. 
Respectfully submitted, Thomas P. O’Connor, Williamsport City Treasurer.

He asked me to read that today and I have met his request. In terms of a resignation like that, the Third Class City Code gives the right to fill a vacancy in the Mayor's office, City Treasurer’s office, Controller’s office or on City Council, is a right reserved to City Council. It has to be 30 days after the effective date,
Mr. J. David Smith stated within 30 days……….
Mr. Hall continued, within 30 days of this resignation, Council will have to appoint, if we don’t it goes to the Courts.  Just to make you aware of that,

He asked for a motion to adjourn.

Adjournment




Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Allison and second to motion by Ms. Miele.  Motion carried by unanimous ‘ayes’ at 9:20 PM.









Janice Frank, City Clerk  
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado


	Mr. Joe Gerardi 


	Mr. Joseph Pawlak 


	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


          Mr. Gary Knarr absebt


	Mr. Bill Wright, S&P absent	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief


	Greg Foresman, Police Chief, absent


	Chief Heinbach 


	Sol. Brett


	Janice Frank, City Clerk


	Members of News Media	


	Members of the news media


	





Council members present:


	Bill Hall, President  


	Jonathan Williamson, Vice President   	Bill Hall, Councilman


	Bonnie Katz, Councilwoman 


	Don Noviello, Councilman 


	N. Clifford Smith, Councilman	Randall J. Allison, Councilman


	Elizabeth Miele, Councilwoman 


	Randall Allison, Councilman 











