City Council Meeting Minutes of October 24, 2013

            Thursday, November 7, 2013
Williamsport, PA

Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, November 7, 2013 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Jonathan Williamson and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Council President Bill Hall called the meeting to order. He asked for approval of City Council Meeting Minutes dated 10/2413.  Do I have a motion to approve these minutes?  

Ms. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.  There were no questions or comments.  The minutes were approved with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Limited Courtesy of the Floor , there were no requests.
Presentation:  RETTEW & Penn Strategies
This presentation was the third update for the year.  Laura Templeton from RETTEW and Jason Fitzgerald from Penn Strategies.  The task for this quarter consisted of the funding strategies and also the consensus building. Jason stated we submitted the application in April and we are recruiting support for this in Harrisburg.  This was a strong application and things look good.  If the business plan is accepted, the next process is for the administration in Council to accept the grant funds, and we hope to receive an award letter by the end of this year. Our application is for $10 million total. The average awards for these kind of grants have been in the neighborhood between two and $5 million.  The next stage would be submitting the application. We will provide details to the Department of budget.  He explained the process and procedures for the grant application and receiving the money.  He talked about the recommendations to the River Valley transit.  
Mayor Campana stated one point we would like to make a regards to this relationship, it is our objective to start bus service during the current Christmas season. We are trying to get people down from Clinton County and Lock Haven to spend dollars in our downtown. We will give you an update on that but we are very close to a formal agreement.

Laura Templeton, stated part of the business plan is what the future direction would be for the Trade & Transit II projects. The Trade & Transit II project was listed as the primary consideration.  She spoke about the parking issue is being addressed because it is one of the most important considerations for the state in funding.  She spoke about the review from stakeholders review and Reach Road was considered a high priority project.

There were questions and more discussions about this presentation.  There were questions about the time tables.  It was answered to be about 4 to 6 months or more.  

Mr. Hall thanked them for their presentations. 
Demolition – 122 East Third St – Jay Two Associates, Inc.
Mr. Gerardi this is a request for demolition at the property located at 122 E. 3rd St., in the central business district. The structure was used in the past as an apartment and office space and is currently vacant. Land development plan and all zoning requirements addressed prior to any development and if nothing is done, in three months it will have to be seeded.  There is actually two buildings attached, there is a hardy wall, so when one building is torn down the other one can be standing. There is a representative here.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this demolition.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

There were questions asked about the responsibilities of the other property after it is torn down.  Mr. Gerardi stated the legally we do not get involved with property owners.
Mr. Hall asked for a vote on this demolition.

The demolition was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0. 
Certificate of Appropriateness  - 140 East Third Street, Lepley, Engelman & Yaw LLC

Mr. Gerardi, this is a request to construct a two-sided identification sign.  The sign would be 40 inches wide by 54 inches tall. There was a drawling attached to it. It was reviewed by the Planning Commission recommended for approval on Monday, November 4, 2013.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was second by Mr. Allison.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Certificate of Appropriateness -  433 Market Street, McNerney, Page, Vanderlin & Hall

Mr. Gerardi, this is a request to erect four wall-mounted identification signs on the building, he attached a drawling to show the design, color, and size. This building is located in the central business district. It was reviewed by the Planning Commission on Monday, November 4 and recommended for approval.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

There was discussion about how signs are already put on before the apply for the certificate. A representative from the firm stated that the office manager went ahead to do this and assumed the people that were putting the signs up applied for permit beforehand.  There was discussion about Codes issuing fines for people that place signs before the permit.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ordinance 6244
Ordinance Fortieth Year (2014) Community Development Budget (final reading) Bill #1611-13

The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was second by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Grado, this was reviewed at the last meeting briefly. There is another item on the agenda that is related it is the 2014 action plan and that is a description of the budget. For this budget we basically have $1,333,000 of CDBG funds, 256,861 of HOME funds.  In the past the majority of the funding goes to public facilities and improvements which includes the street improvement program. This year we are funding the first of three years on a fire pumper. Our HOME funds goes to are owner occupied single owner program for eligible occupants to rehab those homes, and then we have the home buyer assistance program which we provide money for the purchase of homes. We also have funding in code enforcement, and blight.  
This was reviewed by the Finance Committee.

Dr. Williamson stated there was nothing to add.

Mr. Hall asked if there was any questions on this final reading. There were none.

The ordinance was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.


Resolution # 8277

Resolution to Approve Fiscal 2014 Action Plan

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.
Mr. Grado, as indicated in the resolution, this action plan is a requirement for our CDBG budget, it is a companion plan and each year this is attached to the budget. This plan has been on display since October 8th at the library and our website. We also have a public hearing just prior to the Council action on the ordinance. The action plan in addition to defining and describing the activities, the streets that will be done this year, as well as the public facilities the meeting the needs as far as the single family we have been ownership, they do the find some additional activities. What is highlighted in this action plan is part of the Bro-Dart plan. This was reviewed by the Finance Committee earlier this week.

Dr. Williamson stated at the review on Wednesday of this, we see this on an annual basis and in our review we recognize that it is consistent with the five-year plan that runs out in 2014. In 2014 we will be adopting another five-year plan from 2015 to 2020 for the next go round. We sent this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked if there any more questions or comments. Hearing none Mrs. Frank.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Ordinance Amending Article 901 Street Excavations
(first reading) Bill # 1612-13

The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Wright, the purpose of amending this ordinance is to improve the condition of our streets throughout the city of Williamsport as a result of excavations. The intent of this ordinance is to have the streets restored much sooner than what they have been in recent years as well as improve the quality of the restoration. Many of the utilities and services throughout the city continue to age and in recent years, the water authority has done much work throughout the city. Mr. Wright went through the ordinance and highlighted the changes that have been made. The Bond year term change two years to five years. In section 2, the addition of City of Williamsport Street restoration requirements has been added.  Section 3, article 901.11, the wording and restoration has been added. In the second paragraph, provisions was added to that paragraph.   In the third paragraph, pavement restoration guarantee.  In Section 4, the previous amounts of the penalty clause was a fine of not less than $200 and not to exceed 600, it is an recommended that this be changed to not less than $500 and not to exceed $1000.  
Mr. Wright reviewed and talked about each change in this ordinance.  This was reviewed in Public Works.

Mr. Smith stated we brought the Water Authority in to explain their process.  He also spoke about the importance of updating this ordinance.  He stated the excavations were an absolute disaster. We sent this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

Dr. Williamson and Mr. Noviello thanked Mr. Wright and the Public Works committee for doing all this work.

There was discussion on brick streets.

Ms. Miele asked if we have requirements for what kind of brick has to be used.

Mr. Wright stated we have saved a lot of bricks from Court Street and we have most of the types that were used and are used in brick streets.

Ms. Miele thought maybe we should include the requirements in this ordinance for bricks.
Mr. Grado stated we did address this in Public Works, we could make a statement that brick is available.  We could adjust that in this restoration requirements to spell that out.

Mr. Smith stated in addressing that, we did look at that.  I do understand the gas company only uses one crew that know how to do that.  We also discussed the availability of the bricks.   That is why the bricks are available that were taken out from other streets will be available. 

Mr. Wright stated only in a case where bricks are damaged will they be replaced.

Mr. Hall asked for any more questions or comments, hearing none, Mrs. Frank.

The ordinance was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Ordinance Article 711 Entertainment District
(first reading) Tabled until 11/21/13
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.

Mrs. Katz made a motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

 Mr. Knarr stated this is a proposed ordinance by the city of Williamsport. It is intended to enhance not only the downtown but some other of our CC zoning areas throughout the city. The entertaining ordinance will permit PLCB establishments the ability to have music outdoors at their locations. The ordinance will require permits to the Bureau of codes 72 hours prior to the event, and they will have to buy the diagram and block off the area that they're containing that in. Apartment will be required and will be brought before city Council under article 117 in general fee schedules because we are modifying some of them with the codes. The enforcement of the noise will be enforced by the City Police and it will be determined by decibel readings. The proposed times for the entertainment ordinance will be Sunday through Thursday from 5 to 10 PM, Friday Saturday and holidays from 5 to 11 PM,  the designating zoning areas, the CBD & the CC area along Washington Boulevard, zone two will be the CC district that basically surrounds are encompasses Penn College. Zone three will be the Newberry section of town.  Providing city Council approves this ordinance will require Council to request a waiver to go to PLCB and at that point what will happen is the solicitor and I will compile a packet to send to them.  The legal team will schedule a series of public hearings and well identified the establishments of each one of those areas. Once the packet is out they will have 60 days to make the decisions, again they will hold public hearings up here. This ordinance was reviewed and actually prepared by the solicitor. The planning commission a positive recommendations and October 21, 2013 and it did go to the ERC, at this time he can answer any questions.
Mr. Allison, we have been working on this a year and a half. There's been several changes made. There are still a few things that need to be addressed and tweaked and we felt at this point it was expeditious to bring this to the full body of Council rather than have the ERC deal with this any longer. We would like everyone to enter into the discussion.

Ms. Miele, we sent this to the full body of Council with no recommendation. This is a very important step for the city. An ordinance like this will greatly and widen the environment in the city.    She spoke about establishments needing to apply for a permit.  There were a couple of things to discuss, one is that due we want us subject to permitting anyone to outdoor music within the city, if we do that, I do we handle first Friday? At this time they have a blanket permits, I don't think that they would need further permit for outdoor music on top of that. The other question that I have about this ordinance, currently we are regulating events that are open to the public, and the number of liquor serving establishments might have a private event on outdoor patio, we probably one include those the ordinance as well. For example a wedding. Those with the larger questions and then I have a few amendments to make.

Mr. Knarr stated to clarify that, basically for this ordinance is for the PLCB to establishments, we currently have on the records a special events permit and it is not required, it is on a separate entity. But with this is designed to do is to those establishments have PLCB because they can have entertainment outside of the building, this will allow them to do that. We are requesting that the PLCB waiver that, so there are two different separate entities. If somebody wants to come down and say I'm having a wedding, and is a special events permit and that falls under separate guidelines.

Ms. Miele stated well nowhere in this current ordinance does it say it applies to establishments that serve alcohol.  My suggestion is we need to figure out a way to put that in here. Somewhere in this ordinance we need to say that because there's a conflict between outdoor events whether they fall into this one or another one. 
Mr. Knarr stated that wedding places have to actually go through the PLCB so far as far as private entities, it would still be required to take a permits from the city for special events but they also have to meet the requirements of PLCB.  

Dr. Williamson stated in section 1, it seems strange that we mandate the way they provide entertainment at certain times.  He spoke about the areas in the ordinance that may cause confusion by the wording.  Section B, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, & 6, doesn't specify.  He spoke about the way this ordinance reads there is confusing language in the ordinance, he felt we will have to go back and do amendments. 
Ms. Miele stated under 711.02, she read from the ordinance, and read into a change to insert language. Ms. Miele made a motion in the City of Williamsport, hereby creates three separate entertainment districts, which shall be liquor control Board exempted areas in which the police officers in the city of Williamsport shall enforce all noise requirements for amplified music.
Mr. Hall stated so there's a motion to define where this applies to in PLCB regulated areas. That is the motion 

Mr. Allison seconded it.

Mr. Gerardi, the only thing that we are exempting from PLCB regulations is noise. It is not under 21, etc. 
Ms. Miele stated she feels that it has to be worded correctly.  She felt it could reference the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments, hearing none, on the amendment, Mrs. Frank.

The amendment was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele, stated the one reason why she would make a case to attempt to get this ordinance through is that PLCB asked several months after to work it through, I would advocate for trying to make this move correctly because might take up to six months to get through the approval process.
Dr. Williamson stated that given those there are flaws in the writing and the document, and the police chief suggests that a different strategy might be considered in terms of connecting this to the existing ordinance, I'd like to make a motion to table this.
Mr. Hall stated there's a motion, do I have a second?

Mr. Smith seconded it.

Mr. Hall stated he feels this is a good idea to table this and work on it and set up an AD HOC committee.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on tabling this.

Dr. Williamson amended his motion to remain on the table for two weeks.  Mr. Smith seconded it. It was decided to put back on the agenda for November 21, 2013.
The vote was 6 to 1 in favor of tabling it.  Ms. Miele voted no.
Ms. Miele will chair the committee with Mr. Noviello and Mrs. Katz.   She feels that a committee should meet at least twice.  The administration will have a council of Chief Foresman, Mayor Campana and Mr. Gerardi.  The meeting dates will be discussed and set up. 
Resolution Amending Contract with City of Williamsport & ASME Fire Fighters Local 763

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this contract.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.
Mayor Campana, before you is a four-year agreement with local 2624 Streets & Parks.  This has been reviewed by our solicitor Dave Smith seeped a positive recommendation from the finance committee and I would like to also publicly thank Dave Smith and Michelle Casale for assisting me with this agreement. This is a four-year agreement, a 2% increase, 2014, 2015, 2016 in 2017. Oftentimes our union contracts are at least 3% so this is taxpayer friendly. The city agrees to pay $.25 for maintenance of a CDL license for the contract, that was originally $.10 per hour. As a way of getting newer individuals to get their CDL, it affects 12 employees. The city agrees to pay for $325 per year for tool allowance, in the past it was $300 per year for only two employees. The last section has a sick leave that put the cap on the amount of severance package for these employees which would be a maximum of $3200 which is much less if you look at severance packages for the union employees. The last point is that the electrician and lead mechanic will both be paid $20.48, if you compare other electricians in the area, that is a decent price for the taxpayer. One other point I would like to make in regards to the electrician, we have saved over $100,000 by breaking and electrician in-house instead of hiring someone else. It was a good investment.
Mr. Hall stated this was the finance committee.

Dr. Williamson said we reviewed this at our committee and we appreciated the work that was done by the Mayor and the administration as well as the union representatives on something that is taxpayer friendly. The concessions here are really in the interests of the city. The changes in compensation for unused sick time, it also increases the incentives that each employee has for working and not taking their sick time which of course increases productivity. We set this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Smith had a question about the tool allowance.  He asked if it was per year.
Mayor Campana stated yes, it is per year and they must show their receipts.

Ms. Casale stated they are required to show receipts and only get what they need, it affects two people only.

Mr. Hall asked for other questions, hearing none, Mrs. Frank.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.   The vote was 7 to 0.

Resolution #8278
Resolution Approving Change Order to Shea Industries Contract for Bro-dart Site Remediation

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Grado, this is related to the Bro-Dart project which is ongoing. This is a change order to Shea industries, the original contract that was approved was $825,300. The change orders one through six were small change orders related to unforeseen conditions. The additional expenses totaled $31,280. He explained the unforeseen condition.  The additional cost was 127,900.  It is still within the budget amount   The total for the contract was $1,320,000.  We are within the budget amount. This was reviewed by the finance committee.

Dr. Williamson stated we were comfortable to discuss this in full and recommended it to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked for any questions or comments, there were none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Resolution #8279

Resolution Amending Engineering Contract with L.R. Kimball for Bro-Dart Site Remediation
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Smith made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Grado, this amendment to L.R. Kimball’s contract provides for additional construction demolitions services that were part of the contract that Council originally passed. The overreach, majority of it is under the asbestos hazardous material oversight by the sub consultants.  We do have additional cost for construction administration in these are based on the unit costs per person and per hour. That is in their contract. It does fit within the budget amount within the construction activity and it was reviewed by the finance committee.
Dr. Williamson stated as demolition is occurring we need additional services from Shea and we passed this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments. Hearing none Mrs. Frank.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Accept for filing:

Veteran’s Memorial Park Meeting Minutes 9/8/13

Financial Statement Sept. 2013 

Controller/Treasurer Sept. 2013

2012 Financial Audit

Finance Minutes 09/24/13, 8/26/13, 10/9/13

Public Works Minute 10/08/13

Penn Strategies & RETTEW report

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept these for filing.
Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

The minutes were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday November 21, 2013 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




      Monday, Nov 11


VETERAN’S DAY  CLOSED



      Tuesday, Nov 12

            4:00 PM   Recreation Meeting


                   Wednesday, Nov 13

            3:30 PM   O&E Pension Meeting



      Thursday, Nov. 14
 

BLOOD DRIVE, CITY HALL



      Monday, Nov. 18

          12:00 PM   Planning Commission



      Tuesday, Nov 19

            9:00 AM   Housing Needs Committee







          10:00 AM   Blighted Property







          12:00 PM   Public Works







            3:30 PM   Finance Committee





 

            4:00 PM   Board of Health



     Thursday, Nov. 21

          10:30 AM   Zoning Hearing Board







            7:30 PM   City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]
Mr. Allison reminded everyone about the Veteran’s Day Parade on Saturday.

Mr. Hall congratulated all who ran for office and for the council members who were elected.

Mayor Campana stated there will be a press conference concerning fire safety in the City of Williamsport at 10 AM on Tuesday in his office.

Ms. Tammy George, 672 Wildwood Blvd stated, I am a parent, a citizen and a taxpayer. I've provide services to the community the children in this community besides my own children. I am here today to see why there are no funds going back into the community and the community being the children. Children are our number one priority in this community. We want to get rid of the drugs, there are programs in the school, however it is not enough. These children need to know that Council, the community and the people that reside in this community care about them. They need to know that there are programs out there that we can help them. Besides parents yes there are some parents who do not want to be involved, but there are parents like me who do want to be involved. I do want to see these children succeed the in life. By any means, I am here to help out. We are limited in funds but we are receiving taxes from these hotels, we are building more and more parking decks. What happens to children our community. They are lost. They are not being talked about here these Council meetings which I think rightfully they have the right to be heard. They have the right to speak. They have the right to be noticed. They are in this community. And I also think that without you, these kids do not have a chance. We need to us Council people, as citizens and as residents as this community to let these kids know that they are loved. That they are wanted. That you do care, we need help, we need people to come out to try to think of programs like we have in other states. We need something like that here to let these kids know that we're serious about them. We want them to get their lives together we don't want to see them fall out of the system and be lost forever. Again, Mayor Campana, this would be an excellent way for these children here in this community. I will be involved by any means necessary. We need programs for these children to see that we care. We are not going to get nowhere by just sitting around and talking about where this on, or would this grant is going, there is nothing going back into this community. If you think about it, these children are the community. If we don't get to these children, we are is going to be the community? If we don't start with the community, where's the community, go? The community is not the progress if we don't get it to be stronger. The children is where it starts this community. With the drugs, everywhere, it's in the schools, it's in the elementary schools. You know, and it sad and if we don't start with the community, we have to start somewhere. We need programs in the community to help these children. I am coming to you as a parent, as a taxpayer and as a concerned citizen. My son wanted to come tonight and I told him no, he said mommy I want to see you speak on my behalf. My son is sitting over here sleeping.  We need programs that we need to come together again. I don't care what type of background, what type of race, we need to come together as a whole. I have lived up here and I've been through a lot in my life, I am here because I care about what I live, I care about my town, I care about these children in this community. Together as a whole, yes for can have parents that don't want to get involved, we are going to have parents that want to get involved, but we need a lot of help. We need help from the Council, we need help by any means necessary reviewed to get through to these children to let them know that we care about them. That we love them, other than that, these kids are going to be lost. In a child's mind is very terrible thing to waste. They are growing. They are going to be the future Councilman, the future presidents, the future mayors, and the future police chiefs of the town.  My son wants to go ahead and be an officer, he is aiming to go to school for and I commend them. It doesn't have to be the parents it can be other members of society, you don't have to be afraid of the kids in the streets because these goods will not hurt you. It is the other people in the streets that will hurt you. These children need us, they need you to create programs, if you guys can just think and talk, what can you guys do for these children. I work for the Campbell Street community center and I also helped cast outs, that's not enough for these children. These children have nothing in this community but trouble. We need your help please.

Mr. Ralph Keller, 203 Hughes St. actually we are right next the Park, and speaking for myself and for some of the residents of the area, people were quite upset that the college comes over continuously closes our streets and they have not been informing us. This is a 30-year-old problem and it is getting worse. Years ago, we step one or two a year, we have two in the last month. They are no longer notifying us, Sunday they've come out, and said the streets closed income and around so I would like to ask the city to consider several things when they apply for the streets permit. First thing, if it can be done, I'd like to see if there's a condition that can be put on the permit to notify us like they agreed that they would do. Secondly, I would like to see the city question them if this is necessary, thirdly, how about spread the wealth around, can they use a different street once in a while? Why can't they be asked go in the upper part, nobody lives there and they will be blocking any access to their homes. My last point is I seriously would like to ask the city Council and administration sitter amending the ordinance in these types of event permits, and putting a limit on the number of Street closures that can be issued to anyone organization within the year. It used to be one or two year, now it's like to a month. It is ridiculous. The other part is, I want to bring to your attention, years ago, about 20 or 30 years ago we had trouble with fraternities, kids would just come out and blocked the street, no permit, no barricades, no nothing. We have had some big hassles with them while the college has been taking out permits until recently they been notifying us, we did not receive a notice last couple times. So I called the watch commander on Sunday to find out they had a permit, the watch commander had nothing on file, as he was concerned it was the illegal bank. Nothing on file. I called codes on Monday and they said it was illegal event, they had a permit and they claim they gave the certificate to the watch commanders. So I would like to see if the city can make sure that the codes and police are working together. I will guarantee you the next time they come and do this, and I don't have a notice, I am going to call the watch commander to find out if this is an illegal advantage. Thank you.





Adjournment
Dr. Williamson made the motion to adjourn and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.  All were in favor with unanimous ayes.
Janice Frank

City Clerk   9:58 PM
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