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      Thursday, November 10, 2016





    



      Williamsport, PA
Council Vice President Randy Allison brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday November 10, 2016 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Randy Allison and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Approval of the Williamsport City Council minutes of October 27, 2016 were approved upon a motion from Mrs. Katz and a second from Mr. Henderson.   All were in favor.  The vote was 6 to 0.   Dr. Williamson was absent.
Limited Courtesy of the Floor

There was no limited courtesy of the floor.

Bill # 1686-16
Ordinance Forty-Third Year (2017) Community Development Budget
(first reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance   
Mr. Allison asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in first reading
Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.
  Mr. Grado, stated this is our 2017 Community Block Grant & HOME Program budget. We are using allocations that were set up for 2016 because we don't have our allocation now, we anticipate that. We bring our budget before Council, so during our general operating budget we know what the Community Development Budget is. If there are any changes in the reduction, there would be adjustments made through the street improvement program.  So $944,106 is for CDBG and $192,660 is for the HOME income is $5,000.  We have allocated a total of $622,129 for public facilities and improvements, so that's the bulk of our CDBG allocation.  There is $310,011 for streets, or additional streets that we are adding for 2017, they are Hillside Ave., Ross Street from Packer Street to Mulberry Street, and Louisa St. from Wildwood Blvd. to Mt Carmel St.  and the removal of architectural barriers is $75,000, we have allocated the balance of our commitment to the local share of $250,000 for the Brandon Park project.   So we have added another $125,000 to the 2016 allocation.  In the Ways Garden project we added an additional $30,000 to that budget request. He stated there are details for salaries, program delivery and public services. We do advertise for this as part of the budget, and the only one that we received was the SPCA, that is an annual request is the  spay and neutering program for $4700.  The bulk of our CDBG and HOME program is similar activities, the owner occupied we had is 50,000 for CDBG  and $30,000 for HOME.   That is an activity that our Department funds each year.  There are also funds from the previous year. He continued on the budget.  We also have a new program, historic property rehabilitation, and the County was successful in obtaining additional PHARE program grants for that activity. That is $225,000. This would provide a grant up to a maximum of $25,000 to help maintain city historically housing buildings throughout the City. The County and the City have worked together under the heritage program and have established additional properties that have been identified. We are still working on that particular program procedures. This would be similar to the requirements that we had in the PHARE rental rehabilitation program.  We have a group that meets monthly to conduct these rehabilitation programs. This is the Act 13 funds so it is just a means for us to increase our allocations because community development funds have been decreasing for over the last five years. We are also working on the Greater Williamsport Alliance Comprehensive Plan, and also the Park Avenue Neighborhood Planning Strategy.. It was reviewed by the Finance committee on Tuesday.  
  Ms. Miele stated Finance did review this particular item and passed it to the full body Council with a positive recommendation. The majority of our discussion centered on the PHARE funding and the $225,000 for historic properties in the city. We still have a little ways to go to determine which properties it will apply to, but it is an exciting opportunity because we have a lot of historic properties that need rehabilitation.  It is worth noting that this is based on last year's funding and we had to modify the budget when we finally received the allocation in April.
  Mr. Grado stated typically it is in April, this year we did not receive refunds until June.

  Ms. Miele, stated so we will know in April or June exactly how much money we have and we will adjust our budget accordingly.  It is a good way for us to expand our community on the $ side.

  Mr. Allison asked for other questions and comments.  There were none.

  Mr. Allison asked about previous year budgets and closing them out.

  Mr. Grado stated yes, we did some close outs and we operate from prior years, 2012 is where we are at in some of the CDBG and HOME.  We usually do that when we get our allocations so we know with those funds are when we adjust the 2017 budget and we close out some of the years.  We still have a performance report that we had to submit to HUD which is done for those years in April. We have our allocation and then we are able to close out a number of this program activities. We still have funds in certain locations, so we do have prior years that we work through.

  Mr. Allison asked if there were any more questions or comments hearing none.

The ordinance was carried in first reading with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes.  Dr. Williamson was absent.

Lot Consolidation & Land Development – Horizon Federal Credit Union
Mr. Allison asked for a motion and second.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Knarr stated this is a lot consolidation and land consolidation request from Horizon Federal Credit Union located at 2849 and 2853 Reach Rd.  This request consolidates those two parcels in order to provide a land development. What the land development will do is create an additional 43 parking spaces as well as the existing building there and they are going out on the proposed building in putting up 5600 ft.². It has been reviewed by both storm water management, Zoning requirements. It does meet all the requirements and it was reviewed by the County on October 17 and had positive recommendations. It was reviewed by the Planning Commission on October 31 and they made positive recommendations. I do have a representative here.
  Mr. Allison asked if there were any questions or comments from Council.

  Ms. Miele asked if the new configuration met all our storm water requirements?

  Mr. Knarr answered yes it was reviewed by himself and Mr. Grado.

  Mr. Smith asked if this was the organization that did the illegal demolition of the property?

  Mr. Knarr stated I don't believe it was this parcel, he will check with Mr. Gerardi on that.

  Mr. Smith stated he did check on that and according to Mr. Gerardi, there was not a permit….

  Mr. Knarr stated I can verify there was a permit obtained from that, it is just when it was looked at, they looked at the wrong parcel.  They looked at the existing building he will check with Mr. Gerardi for more details.

  Mr. Smith stated we should find out whether or not it was issued in time.

  Mr. Knarr stated again I will say there was a little bit of a mix-up, because it was given the wrong tax parcel to be looked up and that maintain existing building to be looked at, when we looked at the other tax parcel lot consolidation, it did have a demolition permit within the time frame that was required. He will get all that information tomorrow.

  Mr. Allison asked if there were any other questions. Hearing none.

The lot consolidation was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes.  Dr. Williamson was absent.

Accept for filing   



Public Works Minutes 08/30/16 & 9/13/16



Recreation Minutes of 10/10/16



Public Safety Minutes of 09/06/16

Mr. Allison asked for a motion to approve the minutes.

Mr. Henderson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Mr. Allison asked if there were any questions or comments.

The minutes were carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.

 Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes.  Dr. Williamson was absent.

Announcements
   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 22, 2016 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



        Friday, Nov. 11   


   City Hall Closed – Veteran’s Day

 Monday, Nov 14


   12:00 PM  Planning Commission






     4:00 PM  Recreation Commission

                                 Tuesday, Nov. 15

                10:00 AM  Blighted Property








     3:30 PM  Finance Committee






     6:30 PM  HARB

 Wednesday, Nov 16

   11:30 AM  Redevelopment Authority

 Thursday, Nov. 17

                10:30 AM  Zoning Hearing Board

        Tuesday, Nov. 22


   12:00 PM  Public Works

     7:30 PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]

Mr. Allison asked for comments from members of City Council.
There were none.
Mr. Allison asked for comments from the administration.

There were none.
Mr. Allison asked for comments from the general public.

  Ms. Janet Nash, 99 Boyles Dr, Cogan Station. I'm here to speak tonight on the newly formed Susquehanna River Valley Mobile Food Alliance. The funding members are here tonight, Grilled cheese Café, Sunset Ice Cream, Events and Catering, Real Taste Catering, Saucy Sam’s, Sinners and Saints Speakeasy, Taco Bell taco madness, Brazil on Wheels, Chef Host & Ann’s.  We are excited to be working close with the institution of justice. The National Food Alliance, Allentown Greater Lehigh Valley, Mobile Food Alliance and other PA groups to form an effort to standardize the ever-growing  truck combo in the area. We understand the organization very clearly and we have an understanding of what we do and how this will benefit the city. It is our goal to educate, and benefit the Williamsport downtown area, and the Lycoming and surrounding areas as well. We are also like to increase retail and restaurant traffic alike in those areas. It has been proven over and over, in communities across America, food trucks are a big booming business these days and they are really benefiting communities. We have been recognized and applauded by the Institute of justice for the growth in that area. The Susquehanna River Valley Mobile Food Alliance requests the floor at the next meeting prior to any ordinances being written or proposed, so that we can present our goals as to what we are trying to do and how we can best benefit the city and work together in cohesive manner as to make it better for everybody. That would be our goal.

  Mr. Allison stated as far as getting on the agenda you can speak to Mrs. Frank and give her all your information.

  Ms. Miele, stated she has a suggestion to take that to a committee because it would allow for a better discussion if we were to have a committee meeting, she is not quite sure which committee, that would allow everyone to have a discussion rather than a forum such as this.  She asked that she give her contact information to Janice, then we can determine which meeting you should go to.

  Ms. Nash stated that they appreciate it very much. 

Mr. Allison asked for any other comments from the public.

  Mr. Ralph Keller, 203 Hughes St., on a lighter note I just wanted to remind everyone of a couple very nice events coming up as a prelude to the holiday season.  Not this Saturday and Sunday, but a week from now, will be several nice events.  There will be the open house of the Victorian homes, and the other thing will be the always popular Toy Train Expo which will be at the Park Home, which will overflow at the Taber Museum. For two dollars, you get to see all the toy trains on display and tour the Taber Museum.  It is a lot of work to set it up, and we do it because people enjoy it. We just want to remind as many people as possible.
Mr. Allison thanked Mr. Keller and stated it is a very enjoyable and educational experience. It is nice for our community.  He asked for any other comments questions hearing none….

  Adjournment
 
Mr. Allison asked for motion to adjourn.


Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mrs. Katz and a second by Ms. Miele.
Motion was carried by unanimous  a   8:01 PM “ayes’ .
Janice M. Frank
City Clerk 
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