
            Thursday, November 21, 2013
Williamsport, PA

Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, November 21, 2013 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Council President Bill Hall and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Council President Bill Hall called the meeting to order. He asked for approval of City Council Meeting minutes dated 11/7/13.  Do I have a motion to approve these minutes?  

Ms. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.  There were no questions or comments.  The minutes were approved with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.
Limited Courtesy of the Floor 
There was no limited courtesy of floor.
Appointments/Reappointments

Ways Garden Commission

Wilfred Knecht, of 303 W. 7th Ave. So. Williamsport is appointed to serve a lifetime term commencing 11/21/13.
Ashley Bogart of 2602 Grand St., Williamsport is appointed to serve a lifetime term commencing 11/21/13


The Mayor introduced the candidates and gave a brief bio.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the appointments.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

The appointments were carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Ms. Miele had not arrived.

Resolution 8283
Resolution Authorizing the Williamsport Bureau of Police to Hire (1) One Officer

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.
   Captain Orwig stated the resolution before you is the resolution to hire a new officer for the police department. The candidate is Zachary Schon.  Zachary and his family are all here. Zachary is a candidate to become the newest member of the Williamsport Bureau police. Zachary was born on December 12, 1987 and is 25 years old. He has completed all the requirements set forth by the police civil service commission. He has also completed his act 120 training which is required by the municipal police officers education commission for certification. If authorized by Council this evening, this candidate will commence his employment with the Williamsport Bureau police on December 2, 2013. Attached is a letter from the chief of police requesting your consideration of hiring this candidate.  Also attached is a copy of the current hiring list. I will tell you he is the last candidate on the list; we have an active list pending but we are going to exhaust this one. Zachary is the son of Oscar and Valerie Schon of Cogan Station.  Zachary is a graduate of the Williamsport Area High School class of 2006. Zachary attended and graduated in the Mansfield police Academy 2010.  Zachary is currently employed by Penn College Police Department since November 2010. Zachary is married to Cassandra Rhone and together they have three children, ages seven months, two years and three years.

  Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments from members of Council.

  Mr. Allison stated he would just like to welcome the new candidate and thanked him for his willingness to serve the city and all of its residents. He wished him well.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.  Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.

Public Hearing – Conditional Use

Mr. Hall declared the public hearing open.

  Mr. Knarr, stated what I have before you is a conditional use hearing due to requests from Eureka resources located at 419 2nd St. to add methanol recreation facility to their existing facility, gas and oil facility. Legal advertisements and neighbor notices have been submitted in accordance with the Pennsylvania municipal planning code. The definition of the conditional use is a use permitted in a particular zoning district pursuant to article 6 which deals with zoning ordinances and procedures of the Pennsylvania municipal planning code. It is for them to review and base the recommendation on the criteria that I have presented to you in previous situations. City Council is to make the decision for approval or denial based on the seven criteria and can make reasonable request based on approval.
  Mr. Hall stated Council will have its discussion when we vote on the conditional use. Right now is there anybody here who would like to speak in favor of this conditional use.

  Mr. Michael Wiley, my professional offices here in the city and I'm here on behalf of Staiman Recycling Corporation which is located at 201 Hepburn St. They options of for or against don't really fit our situation but I'll explain why we are here. We are looking for Council to consider a conditional upon the approval. Mr. Ertel contacted me this afternoon and we had a discussion about it and quite frankly what we are concerned about is whether or not there'll be an increase in traffic flow as a result of the proposal. Mr. Ertel has indicated that no in fact there will be no increase in traffic. What we would be looking for this evening is a confirmation to the fact that there is not to be an increase in traffic and confirmation about what the traffic flow is presently with this facility in and consideration by Council with the condition that simply makes the approval, the conditional use conditioned upon no increase in that approximate number of traffic trips per day. As you aware Hepburn Street and second Street are fairly busy, I would state that Eureka resources has been a good neighbor to Staiman recycling since they have been there since 2008.  They have worked up there traffic issues in the past and the line of communication will remain open. 
Thank you for your time, you have received a letter stating or concerns and you have the ability under the conditional use to consider accessibility.

  Mr. Hall asked if there's anybody else who would like to speak in favor or oppose this. There was none. I need a motion to close the public hearing.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was second by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on closing the public hearing.

The public hearing was closed to seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Conditional  Use for Eureka Resources, LLC

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the conditional use.
Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Knarr, this is a conditional use request from Eureka resources,  LLC, the current land use is an approved gas and oil wastewater treatment facility. It is located within the heavy manufacturing zoning district. The proposed plan will allow for another facility to be added. The fire protection plan was reviewed by Chief Heinbach, Mr. Gerardi and myself, all questions and concerns were addressed at that time. In addition to the fire review, we addressed waterfowl for the hydrants, emergency access and there were no concerns at this time. Providing a conditional use approval was granted by city Council's, project will be required to meet all state, federal and local Bureau of codes requirements before operating a facility. The application has requested a WMGR permit modification from the Department of environmental protection plan. We do have a copy of that to put into our file.  He named the tax parcels, they are required to have facility consolidated.  Council has received a letter concerning traffic control.  They are not adding traffic flow to that addition.  All state, local and federal criteria has to be met.
  Ken McMannis, VP Eureka Resources & Wayne Ertel, Director of Construction for Eureka Resources.

Ken, Eureka has been in operation since 2008, we process about 210,000 barrels a day, in 2010 we increase that capacity 10,000 barrels a day. We have been operating under that permit since 2010. As far as traffic goes we do have a permit and we are limited to 10,000 barrels a day. We typically operate below that around 4000 barrels a day, based on that capacity, our traffic flow would be about 110 trucks a day. It will change the way we manage wastewater. The number of trucks will not change.

  Mr. Hall stated the right now you were permitted at 10,000 barrels a day but you are doing about 5000. And that is about 60 trucks a day. 

  Mr. Ertel, asked the would be fair average in the most we've ever done is 94 trucks.

There were questions about controlling that and it was stated that 10,000 barrels a day is max.  

  Ms. Miele stated it is a very highly congested area and for the record maybe the city would look into some traffic flow.  It is clearly something we need to be looking into.

  Mr. Ertel stated we completed our last loading bay addition in early spring and it has helped traffic a lot. 

  Dr. Williamson stated is there a level that you would be most comfortable with? 75 trucks, or another suggestion?

  Mr. Ertel stated the engineering fact stated that should be able to handle 120, but keeping in mind that is a 24-hour period.  We do understand the traffic concern on the street. The most we have seen is 90 which is 25% lower than our capacity. 

  Mr. Wiley, our intent here this evening was to confirm that there is not an increase in we are looking at a used seat that is not funding increase truck traffic. If 94 is their peak, that is fine. It is an intent to have some sort of idea what the average truck usage is.
  Mr. Hall stated in the condition would make them be aware of it all the time.

  Mr. Wiley stated a condition that is based on the approval of the truck usage not to exceed 100 vehicles per day and the understanding that they will work in good faith with the surrounding businesses in the city, should congestion become an issue again, we would be satisfied.

  Mr. Noviello asked if this property is secured with security fence.

  Mr. Ertel stated yes, and this conditional use does not in any way change the truck traffic that we've already been approved to have there. We can ensure you that the traffic is not going to go up because of this use.

He talked about the traffic flow, ingress and entrances.  He gave a brief description for the public.

  Mr. Smith stated you really cannot put a condition on a conditional use.

   Mr. Knarr stated after deliberating with the solicitor, you can put a condition on a conditional use. What I would like to add is approval had been granted previously in 2008 and to go back to say we are going to limit them to less than that, you are actually overturning and approved use back from 2008.

Dr. Williamson stated you like to propose a condition. I make a motion that the truck traffic not exceed an average of 100 trucks per day and Eureka continues to work in good faith to limit traffic congestions with the businesses in their immediate area.  Ms. Miele seconded it.

Mr. Hall stated the key operative word is average.

The gentlemen from Eureka Resources agreed to the condition.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote.

The vote was 6 to 1 in favor of the amendment to the conditional use.  Mr. Hall voted no.

Mr. Hall stated now a condition to consolidate that these two parcels become one in order to enforce this.

There was no need to vote to consolidate.  

Mr. Wiley stated we are just reinforcing their average use and we were satisfied with that number and they were also.

Ms. Miele had questions on voting on consolidation.  Mr. Lubin explained the procedure and stated there is no need to vote on that right now.  

Mr. Knarr stated you'll see that they are going to develop a new facility but it's already an existing facility.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on this conditional use. 

The conditional use was approved with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Certificate of Appropriateness – 148 West Fourth St.

Mr. Gerardi stated this is a request for a certificate of appropriateness to request a 1' x 2' wide non-illuminated sign on the front of the building and also apply decals to the glass front of the building. The sign is located in the central business district. You have copies of what the signs will look like. The attached pictures for Council to see. We do have a representative here.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions, there were none.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Ordinance Amending Article 901 Street Excavations  Bill #1612-13  (final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Mr. Grado stated this was reviewed at last meeting and as part as that first reading, there was a question on the brick streets, I did provide city Council with an updated Street restoration requirement less. Where we modified it was section 8, we added the sentence any brick other than existing brick shall not be used in this and approved by the Street excavations manager. The reason for this is we want them to reuse the existing brick from the streets.  We added a list of brick streets from the ordinance article 902. We also added section D because we wanted to memorialize what currently occurs. If an exemption is considered then written requests must be submitted.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any comments or questions, hearing none.

The ordinance was carried with seven yes roll call votes.   The vote was 7 to 0.
Ordinance Article 711 Entertainment District
(first reading) Remove from table
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to take this from the table.

Ms. Miele made the motion and seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Hall asked for vote on removing from the table.

The vote was carried with seven yes roll call votes to remove from the table.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to substitute the new ordinance that the ad hoc committee worked on and it is set before us.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on this motion.

The motion was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

The City Clerk read the ordinance.

 Mr. Knarr stated I bring before you and entertainment ordinance by the city of Williamsport, it is to permit PLCB establishments to have entertainment with music outdoors at their location. The enforcement of the noise ordinance will be enforced by the city police and will be determined by decimal levels. The time for entertainment will be between 12 noon and 10 PM on weekdays, and between 12 noon and 11 PM weekends and holidays. There will be three designated zones, zone one will be the central business district, zone two will be the CC district surrounding Penn College, and zone 3 will be the CC district in the Newberry section of The City. Providing city Council approves this ordinance, it will be required that the city request and noise waiver through the PLCB.  A packet will be submitted to them through the attorneys office.
  Mr. Smith stated under section 1, A&B, typically when sound measurements are made, when you are talking about 67 decimals, there are waiting measurements that are typically utilized by OSHA, and other organizations. I don't see anything in here about these measurements which does that levels being measured. The piece of equipment that is used to measure this has to have certification on it. Do we have a certified noise level?

  Mr. Knarr replied yes we do. It will be calibrated prior to the waiver from the PLCB.

  Mr. Knarr stated we looked at other ordinances throughout the state and used they were utilizing throughout the state and that was accepted by that PLCB.  He wasn’t quite sure about the weighing level.

  Mr. Smith stated that is a factor in measuring that.  He asked who is going to measure that.

  Chief Heinbach, stated we have used them in the past and the codes Department, they've always been certified, we will look into that a, b & c, he stated he is not an expect either, we will get that clarified and make it part of this ordinance.

  Mr. Smith stated well, you will want to know whether this instrument has been court tested, and I am not sure that has to come to Council but in order to save future issues that those things we checked along with people having basic training.

  Chief Heinbach stated we will definitely receive training on this

  Ms. Miele added for the second reading, will you provide us with maps?

  Mr. Knarr stated yes he will.

  Ms. Miele stated we removed the sound criteria from this existing ordinance and put it under the city's existing ordinance as amendment to the noise ordinance which would give us time to review the future. We made the permit process similar to special events so it will look similar, other than that we've cleaned up the language and made it easier to follow.

  Mr. Hall stated to clarify, we have two ordinances in front of us. One of them is not on the agenda. It was attached to the first ordinance, it is actually an amendment. When we talk about 709, we are going to have to suspend the rules added to the agenda. Right now the discussion is about 711. 
  Mr. Allison talked about the appeals process because the applicant has 72 hours.

  Mr. Knarr stated we require the 72 hours so all authorized departments to check the applicants.

There was discussion about the appeals not be able to happen because of Council sessions.

Mr. Gerardi stated we are hoping they come in a month or two before, but that is how it is set up.

There was discussion about special event permits and the process, Mr. Gerardi stated typically special event permits are not denied.

  Ms. Miele suggested a letter is being sent out to these three zones letting them know of the process.  Mr. Lubin stated that this ordinance is going to be advertised and hearings will be held.  Mr. Knarr stated that if approved, we will make a packet up and let PLCB know where to set up public hearings.

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any more questions. Hearing none Mrs. Frank.

The ordinance carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to suspend the rules so we can add the ordinance amending article 709 to the agenda. Do I have a motion to suspend the rules?

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Motion to suspend the rules was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

An Ordinance Amending Article 709 Disturbing the Peace to Add Restrictions on Amplified Music and Providing for Enforcement & Penalties  Bill #1614-13

The City Clerk read the ordinance.
  Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the ordinance.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was second by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Knarr, the ad hoc committee had requested 709 be removed from 711 and put into 709. It is not a noise ordinance, it is a disturbing of the peace ordinance that's what I'm bringing before you. The zoning has a current noise ordinance on the books, it is a different ordinance.
There was discussion about the difference between the zoning ordinance currently on the books as to exactly what this ordinance will do.  

  Mr. Lubin stated the purpose of this is if there is amplified music, it is limited solely to license establishments in the entertainment zones or entertainment districts which are separate and distinct from the zoning.  This will be enforced by Mr. Knarr.  The police department regulated the noise ordinance.

  Mr. Knarr stated there are several zoning ordinances that we are considering amending, some of them are so outdated, we have a list compiled and we plan on going through them and making amendments.

Mr. Hall asked for any other comments or questions.

The ordinance does carry with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Knarr stated this will be on the City’s web site.
Resolution Corporate Naming Rights for Bowman Field  #8280
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.
Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mayor Campana stated I am pleased to bring before you a contract agreement for naming rights for Bowman field. Process began about a year and a half ago, I am pleased to bring it before you is in regards to a name change at our baseball facility. The proposed name will be Susquehanna Bank Park at Bowman field. First of all, it is a five year agreement, $30,000 a year totaling $150,000 which would commence in 2014. The bank I do the agreement has the right to place appropriate identifying sign each on the exterior of the ballpark. One will be at the scoreboard entrance to the W. 4th St. area, so there will be three new signage and that will be paid by Susquehanna Bank at no cost to the city whatsoever. The electrical costs will be at the Susquehanna Bank as well. There is liability insurance of over $2 million for the bank in regards to the signage. This is a wonderful agreement with a wonderful hometown bank. It does achieve our objective a gaining some additional dollars for budget.

There is a representative here from the bank.

  Mr. Michael Petrine, the Regional President for Susquehanna Bank. We are very excited about this new partnership in this community.  The banks have a long history of service in this community. Cross Cutter games are an excellent way for a community to come together.

  Dr. Williamson noted that no money will be taken from the City.  The members of Council all thanked the representative stating what an asset this will be to Bowman Field.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions or comments. There were none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution Contract Between the City of Williamsport & the International Assn. of Fire Fighters, Local Union #763  Resolution # 8281
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mayor Campana stated he was pleased to bring before you a taxpayer contract. This is a lot of hard work with several individuals, Chief Heinbach, Michelle Casale, along with the union Fire Fighters 736.  This is a contract starting in 2015, and 2015 0%, 2016 2.5% in 2017 3%, and in 2018 and 19 3%. This contract is in regards to legacy costs and this will address that issue. The new hirers will be contributing towards their healthcare.  The posts retirement will be for the fire fighters only.. This will not be included in the family.
  Dr. Williamson stated we had a positive discussion at Finance Committee and we send this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.  He talked about the agreement in detail.

Mr. Hall asked if there is any comments or questions on the resolution. There were none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution  Authorizing the execution of a Sub-Recipient Monitoring Contract between the City of Williamsport & Lycoming County in Conjunction with RVT’s Unified Planning Work Program for FY 2013-14  Resolution #8282
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Nichols stated this resolution that is our annual planning contracts in the next this fiscal year.  These are the standard ones that the city executes with the planning commission and the County and that allows the federal and state money the past through. The third contract is Theodore Positer and is a standard contract.  They have been approved by the Federal transit administration and will be reflected in RVT's budget 2014.

Dr. Williamson stated at our review we noted that these are standard contracts that we have seen with very little if any changes in we sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mrs. Katz asked about service with Lock Haven and Mr. Nichols stated we are working on it and in January we are making a presentation on it and it looks very positive that we will.  Mrs. Katz complimented the bus service on the way they handle disabled people on the bus.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Resolution Authorizing the Execution of Agreements for the Use of Bowman Field 
Resolution # 8284
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was second by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Justin Simpson, this is a standard contract for the use of Bowman field for St. John Neumann high school for baseball games to be played on April 21, May 5, and May 12. All games will be played at 430.

Dr. Williamson stated at the finance committee we establish that was that the standard contract at the standard rate so we passed it to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments. There were none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Certificate of Appropriateness -  HARB (coming 11/20)

All items are recommended for approval unless otherwise noted 
Item 2. Dana Cioffi & Russell Schwartz 

918 West Fourth Street 

A. Install a 6’ high, solid wood fence across the rear of the property. Include a rear 4’ gate. Dog-ear or pointed style pickets. Painted or stained colors to match the house. 

B. Install a double sided sign, yard sign, designed as per the attached drawing. Colors: Brown background, tan lettering, posts to match house trim, gold and gray green accents. Lettering as presented. Sign requires Zoning Board review: 

Item 3. Frank Dyer 

849 West Third Street 

A. Install 4’ x 4 ‘double sided plywood yard sign at front of property. Set between 2 wood posts with gold filigree tops, posts 

painted white. Sign colors -dark blue and black background with white footed lettering. Drawing attached. 

Item 4. Jeremy Reidy 

313-315 Center Street 

A. Remove existing asphalt shingles. Repair roof deck. Install architectural shingles, Slate Gray or Black. Reinstall existing gutter system. 

Item 5. Cochran Holdings 

811 West Third Street 

A. Install a new, paneled, ½ light steel door at rear exit. Match existing trim style 

B. Install a double hung beige vinyl window in rear deck wall. Match existing trim style. 

. 

Item 6. Cochran Holdings 

331 Campbell Street 

A. Repair damaged south side basement entrance way. Include repair and replacement of rotted support beams, clapboard and roof. Materials- architectural shingles and wood clapboard to same as original size and appearance 

B. Paint to match existing 

Item 7. Cochran Holdings 

247 Campbell Street 

A. Close in window on first floor, south side with brick. Match existing brick color and pointing. 

B. Remove second floor door on north side, rear block section. (Fire escape has been removed) Install a bronze vinyl window, similar in size and trim to existing windows. Fill remainder of door area. Match existing wall material. Paint to match existing. 

Item 8. Cochran Holdings 

1025 West Fourth Street 

A. Remove & replace rotted rusticated wood siding with new wood rusticated siding matching the original. Repair support structure as needed. 

B. Paint same as existing. 

Item 9. Williamsport Apartments LLC 

743 – 759 W Edwin Street 

A. Remove plywood from the ½ round window over the double entry doors. Install new window that fits the existing opening. Include divided muntins, interior or exterior application, to convey the appearance of the missing original window. 

B. Remove all exterior doors. Replace with new steel or fiberglass paneled doors that fit the existing openings. Style - Four or six panel or 2 panel with ½ light upper half. Paint brown to match existing trim. Double door style and double transom at the front entrance will be retained. 

C. Cover all window sills with brown aluminum 

D. Paint brick and block to match existing brick red color and dark brown trim. 

E. Install new house number plates. 

F. Remove flower boxes and install flower urns. (These are not attached to the building.) 

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these HARB certificates.

Mr. Allison asked for a motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

The certificates were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Accept for filing:

Veteran’s Memorial Park Meeting Minutes 10/7/13, 09/08/13

Public Works Minute 8/27 & 9/24/13

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to accept these for filing.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

The minutes were accepted with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday December 12, 2013 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. The Budget Meetings are scheduled for Monday, December 2, 2013 at 7:00 PM for Budget Session # 1 and Wednesday, December 4, 2013 at 7:00 PM for Budget Session #2.  There will be an Executive Session following tonight’s meeting.  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




      Wednesday, Nov. 27
          11:30 AM
   Redevelopment Authority Meeting







            4:00 PM    Parking Authority



      Thursday, Nov. 28



   Thanksgiving Holiday



      Monday, Dec 1

          12:00 PM    Fair Housing







            7:00 PM    Budget Session #1



      Tuesday, Dec. 2

          12:00 PM    Public Safety Meeting



      Wednesday, Dec. 4

            7:00 PM    Budget Session #2



      Monday, Dec. 9

          12:00 PM    Planning Commission





 

            4:00 PM    Recreation Meeting



      Tuesday, Dec. 10

          12:00 PM    Public Works Committee




                         

            3:30 PM    Finance Committee



      Wednesday, Dec. 11 
            3:30 PM   O&E Pension Meeting



      Thursday, Dec. 12 



   City Council Meeting

[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]
Mr. Hall asked for comments from City Council.  

Mr. Smith stated he wanted to remind everybody of the Christmas parade tomorrow night. He also wanted to bring the attention to the viewers, that the city's website was not operating correctly and people that received the rental ordinance mailing were not able to obtain a copy of the website. We track the problem in fact that it was due to some computer systems that folks have and they would not show this particular forms. The police department had received several comments about it. We looked at the issue and talk to those folks involved in it and they assured us that within two hours it would be taking care of. It was taking care of in less than the two hours. The police Department received a lot of phone calls concerning questions on the rental ordinance. So on the city's website on the homepage, your questions will be answered.  The situation that we had is solved.

Mrs. Katz stated the Christmas parade is tomorrow night, we have the fantastic weekend, the parade is tomorrow night, Saturday we also have breakfast with Santa, marketplace on Fourth Street from 10 AM to 4 PM. There's also the tree decorating contest, that the school kids did, and Sunday we also had the tree lighting Festival in Brandon Park. There's also a concert at CAC, also there is a Victorian Christmas. We have about three or four bands in the parade.
Ms. Miele, just a quick note I would like to clarify that the slips that were in the packet, that you had to have your tenant read and sign. They do not need to be turned into the city. I think we need to reach out to the people to convey that.

Mr. Gerardi stated we sent out a packet to everybody, every homeowner in the City of Williamsport. It is a letter about the rental ordinance and what should be received back.  There is a piece of paper for the tenant to read and make sure they understand the ordinance.  We did explain it in the letter, the owner fills out one form and keeps the form that the tenants sign.  He stated wherever the owner lives, they will get their letter at their resident, if they live in New Jersey, they will receive in New Jersey.  The whole city has been covered and all districts were separated.  We sent out letters to make sure that everybody in the city of Williamsport knows the policy even if they are not a rental owner.  There was discussion about the what was received.
Mr. Smith stated the rental ordinance is now on line, the new ordinance.

Mayor Campana stated at this time you are receiving the administration's 2014 budget proposal which maintains the real estate tax millage at 11.58. This no tax increase budget includes added personnel in the police and codes department to further strengthen the city's public safety efforts. The administration will contain health care costs and reduce labor contracts through negotiations have provided the city with adequate resources to deliver efficient and effective services. He also spoke about what else is in the budget, there is destination 2014 along with bond financing for projects identified in the 2013 Bonn parameters ordinance. Key points, it provides funding for urban design use, traffic study E. Of Market St. in the central business district. It fills a vacated position in the streets and traffic control Department. It restores funding for equipment in that department. It funds for completion of a flood levee certification and maintains planning funds for economic development consulting. It includes an information technology budget with funding to replace the City Hall server and other City Hall technology upgrades. It creates a facility maintenance account for fire facilities and upkeep. It increases the codes enforcement staff by three employees from the 2013 budget. It implements the cops hiring grant with two additional police officers and budgeting the grant revenue.  It provides $964,000 for Street resurfacing in 2014. Provides for an ending fund balance of $269,080 with sets asides amounts for debt services and future cop grant funding requirements. His administration looks forward to working with the city Council in adopting the city's 2014 budget.
Mr. Hall stated I would be remiss if I didn't say this Council with support any requests that the Mayor made to the County in terms of any requests in terms of resolutions for impact the dollars.  It would be nice to receive 32%.
Mr. Scott Miller 822 Tucker St. A couple things I want to address tonight. School zones, I understand they are the school district issues, but the first thing that happens from my previous experience with city Council and the school district 7 years ago, street department goes out with that little traffic counter out so they can get the idea of number of cars traveling on the streets. I contacted the school they have approximately 400 drop-offs and pickups students and walked to students. The threshold which was seven years ago is 65 pedestrian vehicles interactions. If you have 400 students walking to and from or being dropped off and picked up from, I am going to venture that there's at least 65 vehicle pedestrian interactions in a given our. I will say between a 9 AM. I would like to see something done proactive. When I was a candidate for city Council I could not bring this up until now. I know it takes a 10 day traffic counts study to do this. I hope we can get it done before the plows have to go out. This is a serious concern. I have had to students step out in front of my vehicle so far this year because people are double parking to let students out of their vehicle. They are allowing their kids to get out of the flow of traffic, even when there is a place for them to pull over, they don't care about their child's safety and it is our responsibility as a community to make sure children are not injured, maimed or killed. I want to bear the psychological, if I hit somebodies child that jumps out of a band into my path when I'm going five and 10 miles an hour even though it is a 35 mile zone. How many citations have been written around Curtin, intermediate school ? There are so many violations in the police do drive-by but they don't stop, it would be nice if they'd stop and go sorry you can't be within 20 feet of the intersection, there is a stop sign there you have to be at least 50 feet away from that. I am concerned about the entertainment zone particularly over Washington Boulevard, there is places there that serve alcohol and it could have live music and literally next door to them are people's houses. Myself I love to be able to open my windows and get fresh air, I don't want to hear music till 11 o'clock every Friday or Saturday, I think we need to look at that, let's take a look at the times and what would be less disruptive to the community. I would like to be able to attend some of these ad hoc committees because they are not discussed in the city Council meetings.
 Adjournment




Mr. Hall asked if there were any other comments or questions, there were none. I would like to motion to adjourn.

Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele. The meeting was adjourned with unanimous ayes
Janice Frank

City Clerk  9:35 PM
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