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      Tuesday, November 22, 2016





    



      Williamsport, PA
Council President Jonathan Williamson brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Tuesday, November 22, 2016 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilman Jonathan Williamson and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Approval of the Williamsport City Council minutes of November 10, 2016 were approved upon a motion from Mr. Allison and a second from Mrs. Katz.   All were in favor.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Limited Courtesy of the Floor

There was no limited courtesy of the floor.

Ordinance #6320 Bill # 1686-16
Ordinance Forty-Third Year (2017) Community Development Budget
(final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance   

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.

  Mr. Grado stated this is our 2017 Community Development Budget which was legally advertised and have had the appropriate public hearings. It was reviewed by Council on first reading of the last meeting.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments or questions, hearing none.

The ordinance was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Dr. Williamson changed the order of the agenda to accommodate a guest.

Certificate of Appropriateness – 460 Williams St

Mr. Grado stated this Certificate of Appropriateness is for a retail clothing shop that is located at 460 Williams St. The certificate is for the sign for the business called Prime.  It was reviewed by the Planning Commission at their meeting on November 17 and they recommended approval. There is a representative here if Council has any questions.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion and a second.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Dr. Williamson asked for comments or questions.

  Ms. Miele asked for more information about the clothing store and Mr. Grado explained where the building is.  The store will have both women and men’s clothing.  Mr. Grado stated it meets all zoning requirements.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the certificate.

The certificate of appropriateness was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.

Dr. Williamson congratulated the owner and welcomed him to downtown businesses.
Resolution #8605
Resolution on the Community Development Action Plan

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Henderson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Grado stated this is the action plan which is coupled with the 2017 budget requirements to be submitted to HUD.  It describes the activities in length and there was a Public Needs hearing on September 27. The action plan was on display for 30 days between October 10 and November 9, and it was also on the city website and at the public library. There was a public hearing on the draft plan on November 1. The action plan is a one-year plan, that is consistent with the City's consolidated plan which is a five-year plan through 2019.  Stephanie Young from our office has prepared this and she does annually. It was reviewed by the Finance Committee.

  Ms. Miele went over the review of the Finance committee and stated Finance sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.  Some things to note is that it is a remarkable document and all the work put in to it.  The allocation, both Community Development Allocation and our HOME funding has been decreasing almost every year and the entire budget is predicated on what we received last year which could change with the new allocation in April.  So there is not enough money to aid one mortgage next year, she stated these allocations are decreasing nationwide.  All the updates were appreciated.

  Mr. Allison stated there is a wealth of information in this document about our City and the agencies, it gives you a good snapshot of demographic and groups that should be the development block serves. There's a lot more that goes into our reporting and monitoring since regulations have increased.  He spoke about the process and all the work that will have to go into this in the future years.

  Ms. Miele spoke about how we are under the same regulations and paperwork as a large city.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Dr. Williamson stated the next four items are all related.
Resolution # 8606
Resolution Authorizing a Sub recipient Agreement between the City of Williamsport & Fire Tree Place LTD

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Grado stated he would discuss all four since they are related.  These are sub recipient agreements for agencies that were part of the 2016 Community Development Block Grant Budget. These were approved by Council for action last year. The first is the SPCA in the amount of $4,225.00 for the spay and neutering and microchip program.  CAPPA is next, they conduct the academic afterschool program.  The YWCA for $3500 is for the city packs for the homeless and Fire Tree Place for $3250.00 was for an afterschool program. All of these public service activities were retroactive, from January 1, Fire Tree Place is for the school year, it provides for salaries and they must keep the records.  Most of these agencies have done this compliance in the past but we do have to go out and assess whether they have the ability to provide the compliance activities that are necessary for those funds. Most of these funds are part of a larger project, and they get other funds from other agencies. This was reviewed by Finance Committee.
  Ms. Miele stated Finance reviewed and approved all four of these together.  We only had one request in 2017 for sub-recipient agreement from Lycoming County SPCA. Finance forwarded all four of these to the full body of Council with positive recommendation.
  Dr. Williamson asked comments or questions on any of these four.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Resolution #8607
Resolution Authorizing a Sub-recipient Agreement between the City of Williamsport & Lycoming County SPCA

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Dr. Williamson asked if there was anything further to add.

Mr. Grado answered no.
Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the resolution.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Resolution # 8608
Resolution Authorizing a Sub-Recipient Agreement between the City of Williamsport & CAPPA

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz. 
There is nothing further to add.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Resolution # 8609
Resolution Authorizing a Sub-Recipient Agreement between the City of Williamsport & YWCA

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz. 

There is nothing further to add.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Resolution # 8610
Resolution Rejecting City Hall Improvement Project Bids

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.
  Mr. Grado stated this resolution is to reject the one bid we received in a public bid opening project for City Hall. The base bid was $99,800 that was over our budget and estimate for that work. What we plan to do is re-scope the project, do some of the work in-house, the electrical work specifically, and purchase the doors, and we reviewed this and reviewed it with Chief Young to get the minimum necessary to accommodate the security needs. We feel that we can do it within the $50,000 that was budgeted. We did have some additional card systems for the door locks, plus cameras and video screens in both the watch commander and the Police Officer Managers’ office.  So some of those will be eliminated as well as a window at a counter in the lobby that we are going to eliminate and actually put a Dutch door in the section of where Donna's office is. We believe that we can get the construction work for the wall and the installation of the doors for less than the 18,500 which but the minimum is for going out for public bid. Am we can also be within the $50,000 budgeted by council. This resolution actually rejects the bid that we have at this time. This was reviewed by both the Finance Committee and Public Works committee.

  Mr. Smith stated we reviewed this, the bid was way over what was projected and we voted to reject the bid that came in, and bring it to the full Council with a positive recommendation.

  Ms. Miele stated Finance voted the affirmative on not spending that much money.  The only reason we did budget on the $50,000 is because that is with the consultant said this would cost to do the work. It is not quite clear why the cost came in at nearly double of what we expected, but we think we can accomplish the work within that, that is great. We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
  Mr. Henderson stated because he was not at the committee meetings and he wanted to ask the police chief if he was satisfied, or is this workable with how this was worked out?.

  Chief Young answered yes, what we are looking at, the area still will be secured and we are moving the agents over to the other side the building and we will still be able to accomplish a lack of public access in and out, so this will accomplish the main goal that he has had.

  Dr. Williamson stated part of the thought to limit this expenditure was to accomplish the goal that Chief Young wanted and needed and it is.  He is happy we are going to get to a more workable solution.  He questioned if in the future we decided to invest in City Hall, can we still add those things once it is set up?
  Mr. Grado answered yes, I think we can still accomplish all those things, we are checking on the cameras now and looking at the larger scope of things.  

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any more questions, hearing none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Resolution # 8611
Resolution Authorizing the Williamsport Bureau of Police to Purchase One Vehicle

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Henderson made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Captain Jody Miller stated this resolution authorizes the Bureau of Police to Purchase a 2016 Ford Interceptor vehicle.   We are now in need of the vehicle due to an incident that occurred on October 31, where one of our officers was rear-ended by a drunk driver and was subsequently pushed into a utility pole. As a result of that accident, that vehicle is a total loss, the insurance company stated it could not be repaired so at this point we are looking to replace that. We were able to find a vehicle, we are going to transfer of the equipment over to maintain a minimal loss in and we are basically asking for the difference considering the insurance company will give back to the City the reimbursable cost of the vehicle. This was reviewed by the Finance & Public Works Committees.
  Ms. Miele stated Finance did forward this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation somewhat reluctantly. There are still some matters that it would be nice to see some clarification with the insurance coverage. The city has a $1000 deductible, however our officer who was not at fault, and the deductible was still taken from us. The final payment is $16,900 and that does not seem to be much sense, it seems to be that we should be compensated by the driver of the other vehicle.  Those issues should be resolved somewhat strenuously, he asked the advice of the solicitor.

  Solicitor Norm Lubin stated with regard to the insurance company, whether we are at fault or not at all, there is a deductible there, and what they pay us is the fair market value. Unfortunately it is not replacement cost, whether or not the other driver had insurance or not has to be reviewed, then they should reimburse our insurance company for the deductible.  Generally most insurance companies have arbitration, which that would be resolved there. 

  Ms. Miele stated she was somewhat concerned about this because the City had to pick up the deductible.

  Mr. Smith stated, it was brought to Public Works and Capt. Miller told us that the check is in the mail today already. We also asked about reimbursement, the purchase price is 2995, and other costs for a total cost of $32,345. We also asked about collecting from the insurance company, due to the fact that it wasn't our fault, and Capt. Miller said he was working on that with the insurance company to try to obtain reimbursement from that. We did vote to send this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.  He asked Captain Miller to check our Co-Star contact and make certain we have a current contract.  Captain Miller replied that he will send the contract to Council.
  Dr. Williamson stated the original resolution had 2017, and this is a 2016.

  Capt. Miller explained that we had a 2016 available to us and the 2017 are not out yet.

  Dr. Williamson asked the solicitor if we should add an amendment to not to exceed clause.

Dr. Williamson made a motion to add a not to exceed clause in the amount of 34,000.  Ms. Miele seconded it.  
Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the amendment. 
The amendment to the resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments or questions on the resolution.

  Mr. Henderson stated on the moral note it is interesting to check to that this accident caused by a drunk driver affects not only, their vehicle, but the City’s vehicle and consequently the taxpayers at large. This is something to take note of, we don't realize the decisions that we make have big consequences, bigger than what we've never imagine an effect far more people than what we can imagine. So we should take a lesson from that.

    Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the resolution.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Resolution # 8612
Resolution MOU – City of Williamsport & Emergency Reporting

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.

  Chief Heckman stated this week has been a whirlwind with this resolution.  He stated the paperwork alone is enough to prove why we should switch to this company, and there will be no transfer needed because the money is already in the budget.  This was reviewed by Public Works and Finance.

  Mr. Smith stated this is a combination of lack of public safety started a few years back. We are facing a deadline of the fire house contract at the end of this year and we wanted to get that implemented in plenty of time. Right after the Police Department put together the Spillman system, one of the things that we asked was does the Spillman have a module for fire reporting? Our goal at that time was to be able to equip the fire vehicles with laptop computers and also now be capable of using tablets when the firemen are responding to an alarm, on the way they can look at this building and find out the layway of the building.  They would've been able to access certain records from the Spillman system, and where they need information from codes and other aspects of this. Public Safety did meet twice with the Fire Safety people and they could not accommodate us. So the administration and the Fire Department looked at this present company and they found that that it is compatible.  This is going to be great asset for the Fire Department.

  Ms. Miele, stated Finance also reviewed this and sent it to the full body Council with a positive recommendation. Also we were told at this meeting yesterday that this switch is cost mutual or cheaper than Fire House and that is not the case.  Even with that said, we are currently spending about $1350 annually and we are looking at an ongoing expense of $3100, so it is about and $1800 difference, but personally I would say it is well worth the increasing cost, however; I would also defer to any other members of the Finance Committee to say how they feel since yesterday we were under the impression that it was the cost mutual.

  Mrs. Katz stated we did have that problem from the standpoint of what the finances were, we were told it was an even swap, and it was such confusion. We do not have to do that transfer at this point, but I think we are all in favor of doing this because of the much better system all the way around.  She thanked the Chief for all his hard work on this.  She asked when he will be able to use this.

  Chief Heckman replied January 1 this will be able to use this.

  Mr. Allison stated he is in favor of this is well regardless of the costs because of the enhanced value of the information and the availability of it.  Chief Heckman that the State Fire Commission’s office use this also.  Mr. Allison said the difference of the $1800 per year is well worth this.

  Mr. Noviello stated he agreed and in his mind this is a step in the 21st century which we've all been waiting for. It kind of falls in line with other departments and keeps us on the cutting edge of technology. And we have become a bit of a HUD in Fire Protection, and other agencies are looking to us. This is one of the ways, and it is worth more in value then the extra $1800.

  Mrs. Katz asked if this figure includes the two tablets, the answer was no it does not.

  Mr. Henderson stated he would like to note that the money that we have received from selling the pumper will help us with the startup costs, right now there is a small amount that has come in that can help defray those costs, and that is important to mention as well.

  Dr. Williamson thanked them for putting all of this together, this has plenty of capacity and the value on it is clear. He asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Certificates of Appropriateness - HARB 

 Item 2.  HerdicVille Properties & TerCal Holdings

912 West Fourth Street 

A. Install single sided, carved, front yard sign similar in design, size and color to the Rowley House sign.  

Posts and background painted burgundy with gold lettering and finials.  Black accents 
Locate on the west front yard.

Item 3. Bernardi Sisters LLC (Anna Falat)

414 West Fourth Street

A. Reuse the existing sign but change sign content and colors: 

Cream background
Cream posts

Black lettering

Copper accent color

Same location on site.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to accept the HARB certificates of appropriateness.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Dr. Williamson asked if there were any comments or questions

The HARB certificates were carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Accept for filing   



Public Works Minutes 9/27/16



Finance Minutes 9/13/16 & 9/27/16



Recreation Minutes 10/24/16



HARB Minutes 10/18/16



Finance Statement for October 2016

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to accept these minutes for filing.
Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on accepting the minutes.
The minutes were accepted for filing with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0.

Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, and Dr. Williamson voted yes.
Announcements
     City Council will meet in executive session in the matter of litigation following this meeting. All   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, December 8, 2016 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Budget Sessions will be held on Monday, December 5, and Wednesday, December 7, 2016 at 7:00 PM (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



         Thursday, Nov. 24


    Thanksgiving Day City Hall Closed 



         Friday, Nov. 25


    City Hall Closed 



         Monday, Nov 28


   12:00 PM  Planning Commission






     4:00 PM  Recreation Commission






     7:00 PM  Landlord Assn.

                                   Monday, Dec. 5

                12:00 PM  Fair Housing scr








    7:00  PM  Budget Session #1



        Tuesday, Dec 6 

               12:00  PM  Public Safety 








    3:30  PM  Finance Committee

 Wednesday, Dec. 7
                 7:00  PM  Budget Session #2

        Thursday, Dec 8


    7:30  AM  Leadership Lycoming

    7:30  PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]

Dr. Williamson asked for any comments from members of Council.

  Mrs. Katz stated she wanted to remind everybody that this is Thanksgiving weekend, but it is also shopp small Saturday. Come and support your local businesses that keep your money in your community and also keep everything rolling in your community. So shop Small Saturday, please.

Dr. Williamson asked for any comments from the administration.

  Mayor Campana stated, enclosed is my administration 2017 budget proposal which maintains all existing city vital services, focuses on improving public safety initiatives and provides for resources to continue downtown revitalization efforts and other infrastructure improvements. The 2017 budget as in the past presents significant challenges because the mandated budget increase is related to bargaining contracts, rising healthcare costs and ongoing levee certification process. My staff and I worked hard to meet the City’s needs by developing a budget questionnaire by providing an opportunity for all city stakeholders and City Council to provide its input into the budget process. While it is difficult to present any tax increase, this year's propose tax increase of .35 mils is very modest compared to previous budget requirements. The city will continue to deliver effective and efficient services to the citizens of this great city at an affordable cost to the taxpayers. The 2017 budget highlights and other significant initiatives are as follows; initiates a public safety plan which provides more flexibility to assign police officers where and when needed, therefore more officers will be on the streets. It provides additional resources to the city's annual Street resurfacing projects, incorporates a 6% increase of healthcare. It anticipates a strategic investment in the cities Bowman field facility through a RCAP grant.  Budgets an investment of $1 million for the Levy recertification project and the City Hall improvement project. It enhances current Recreation program and provides for a second person for the operating season, related to Memorial pool and two Park programs, which will be a net cost less than 1% of the proposed general government budget. It provides funding for our Park Avenue planning study, anticipates funding from act 13 in the amount of $350,000, and $400,000 from the Benecon health insurance surplus.  It restores general government funding for the purchase of Parks equipment, technology upgrades, police vehicles, and Street reconstruction projects. It assists the Victorian Christmas, as an economic development tool. This also offers funding for new city engineer to work alongside the current engineer, John Grado until his midyear retirement. This city administration looks forward to working with City Council to adopt the 2017 budget and we hope everyone has a pleasant Thanksgiving.
Dr. Williamson asked for any comments from members of the general public.

There were none.
Adjournment
.


Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mrs. Katz and a second by Ms. Miele.
Motion was carried by unanimous  at   8:33 PM “ayes’ .
Janice M. Frank
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