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Thursday, December 15, 2016





    
Williamsport, PA
Council President Jonathan Williamson brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, December 15, 2016 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilwoman Bonnie Katz and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Approval of the Williamsport City Council minutes of Budget Meeting #1, of December 5, 2016 were approved upon a motion from Mr. Noviello and a second from Mrs. Katz.   All were in favor.  The vote was 7 to 0.
Limited Courtesy of the Floor

There was no limited courtesy of the floor.

Bill # 1688-16 Ordinance # 6321
Ordinance Adopting Various Operating Budgets for the City of Williamsport Including the General Fund, Utility Fund, WBT Capital Projects, Capital Projects Fund, Liquid Fuels Fund, City Hall Operating Fund, WBT Planning, Unemployment Compensation Fund, Debt Service Fund, Trade & Transit Center, Act 13 Fund, & Pool Repairs Capital Fund (Final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in first reading.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

Mr. Nichols stated this operating budget is for the City of Williamsport budget 2017 and makes the required appropriations for each budget for the next calendar year. Each budget was reviewed by line item at two budget sessions held last week and also we could go with the budget was passed on first reading.
  Dr. Williamson asked if there were comments or questions for the budget in final reading.

  Mr. Allison wanted to put the budget and contacts to the year that we just had. It was a very challenging year and a lot of different ways. There were several big issues and some of them are ongoing issues. We all have been busy in our various committees and we have worked with the administration in City Hall to get through this year. He felt this is a good budget and we all wished there wasn't a tax increase but we faced fiscal and financial  responsibilities that we have to meet.  He thanked all his college and stated that they have done a lot of work on this and have had several meetings and have met with community leaders to get input on their plans for the future. He stated that Council does cooperate together and we try to meet all the responsibilities that we have to look down the road. This refreshing to see Council working together and not having personal complex with each other but really digging in and doing the city's business. 

  Mr. Noviello stated he wanted to echo Mr. Allison’s statement.  We are looking forward, we have new leadership coming up in the Human Resources department, the Recreation Department and a new Fire Chief and a new Police Chief. We will be following new ideas and new perspectives.  He stated that he spoke into further positive meetings with all these individuals and he is happy to see the new year on the way with some fresh faces doing some fresh things.

  Ms. Miele, stated she echoed  what both Councilman said and it’s been a pleasure to agree and disagree with Council and it is exciting to work with six people who are really looking for the best thanks in Williamsport. And to work with the administration, with a lot of exciting things that are happening. We have tons of potential in Williamsport.

  Dr. Williamson stated he agrees with all the statements made. The challenges that face Williamsport for the challenges that are very similar to many other communities across the country.  He feels what his six colleagues and he have realized the only really we it works comes with quality communication.  We have spent hours asking questions and listening to the answers vote with each other and members of the administration as well as stakeholders.  
  Mr. Smith commented how he respect the expertise of all members of Council and how they have worked together and not have had to sit up there until midnight.  We have a lot of respect for each other and have a lot of very knowledgeable people.  

  Dr. Williamson asked for questions or comments, hearing none the vote please

The ordinance was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.

Ordinance # 6322
Ordinance of the City of Williamsport, County of Lycoming and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  Fixing the Tax Rate for All City Purposes for the Year 2017 (final reading)Bill# 1688-16
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance.

Mr. Henderson made the motion and seconded by Mr. Noviello.

Mr. Nichols stated this is a tax rate for next year which translates to $14.72 per 1000 tax for real estate in the City of Williamsport.  He stated that the real estate tax represents 50% of the income required to fund the City of Williamsport's operating budget. There are over 50 line items that fun the rest of the budget, all of them except for a couple are regulated by law and no one has any control over it. He stated this is one of the best budgets he has had the privilege to work on, and end up with only .25 of one mil is great.  He stated they worked hard on it and thanked everyone and the Mayor.
There was a discussion on pension funds, and hopefully things will be better in the future.  Mr. Nichols stated we have one of the better pension funded plans in the Commonwealth.  We have a strong pension plan and we are well ahead of most Third Class Cities.
There was additional discussion as to why we are doing a small tax increase…basically so we don’t have a larger one in the future.

Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the ordinance.

The ordinance was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.

Resolution # 8615
Resolution for Workers Compensation Insurance for Policy Year 01/01/17 through 01/01/18
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

Mr. Nichols stated this is the necessary workers’ comp for the City’s insurance.  The Sims Agency was able to secure a carrier.  This is in the budget this year.  We are working with the Henry Dunn Agency and we will bring that resolution to the first meeting in January.
  Ms. Miele stated that Finance did forward this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation, it was hard not to positively recommend something that was $13,000 lower than last year.  Most of the discussion centered around the recommendation, given out what happened in 2015, we recommended that this go out for bid.  That did not happen this year, even though there had been an understanding that that would happen.  It was finances recommendation that the administration look more strenuously on those insurance packages out for bid in 2017. There is nothing wrong with the rates that we are getting, it would be a wise idea for us to take items out and see what is out there. There are not many carriers that would cover our work when Scott.
  Mr. Nichols stated in Pennsylvania under workers comp, designated that any firefighter that was diagnosed with cancer it was presumed to be related to their job. With that presumption in their a lot of the companies dropped out that included a city who has the paid fire department. It is a pretty limited market. Our experience with this company has been excellent and we are in a good position in terms of getting renewals.

  Mr. Smith asked about outside salesmen and who is covered?

  Mr. Nichols answered he was not sure they have designated employees and these are considered in there, but not sure.

  Dr. Williamson asked for a vote on the ordinance.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.

Resolution #8616
Resolution Approving an Agreement between the City of Williamsport & FOP Lodge #29
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the resolution.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Henderson.

  Chief Young stated this is a resolution between the city of Williamsport and the fraternal order of police Lodge number 29 on January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2020.  Some of the highlights are a management rights clause, if flexible patrol shift, a 3% raise for each year, healthcare remains at its current status, holiday pay for the eight identified holidays, improve sick leave policy, adjustments to use of comp time, for the resolution of and on their labor practice for the agents on call status, resolution to OA postretirement healthcare, and the resolution to the parking agreements. This was presented to the finance committee.
  Ms. Miele stated this was reviewed by the Finance Committee and forwarded to the full body Council with a positive recommendation. We are familiar with a number of changes to the contract this year, we agreed that this was a positive step for the city, the flexible patrol shift will add a lot of benefits for the department, and holiday pay was long overdue for the department. The city did receive a number of good things with this contract and everyone should walk away being relevantly content.  We did have a discussion on new hires, and act 120 certifications and requirements.

  Mr. Noviello asked the Chief to explain flex-patrol for the viewing audience.

  Chief Young answered, currently, there are three biddable shifts, the midnight shift, the AM shift and the flex shift.  The flex shift is an additional shift to that biddable process.  It contains eight members if we are added complement of 51, six patrol officers and two corporals.  There are certain shifts that he cannot change and he explained them.  We have a good opportunity to cut down on overtime barring any major incidents. 
  Mr. Smith stated it is always nice to come to an agreement without having to go to arbitration. And that money could be used for better purposes in the City.  He thanked the Police and the Union for coming to an agreement.

  Chief Young thanked the Mayor, Bill & Joe for the guidance and stated he was pleased with how everything turned out.

  Mayor Campana thanked City Council in regards to the Finance Committee for their recommendations and thanked everybody in regards to the budget, and stated that is it refreshing that we are all on the same page this evening.  He wanted to publicly thank the FOP stating it was a very good experience, and regarding the negotiations. We will continue to work very hard to make the city safer.
  Dr. Williamson thanked all and spoke about the effects of arbitration and how draining they can be.  Council and all are trying to accomplish two things, better service, and lower costs to the taxpayers.  He asked for comments or questions.
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.

Resolution $8617
Resolution Authorizing the Execution of the Maintenance Services Agreement between the Commonwealth of PA, Dept. of Transportation, & the City of Williamsport for the Maintenance of the Sloped Area of Miller’s Run
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

Mr. Cillo stated this is to maintain the sloped area of Miller’s Run, it is the sloped area behind St. Ann’s Church.  On August 4, there was a resolution passed by Council for a new three-year contractual agreements, since that we got a letter from their legal counsel, stating there are no changes to agreement, just a renumbering.  There were no changes to the monetary agreement and no changes to the language of the agreement. This was reviewed by the Public Works and Finance.
  Mr. Smith stated there were no other changes made, we sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.
  Ms. Miele stated Finance sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Dr. Williamson asked if there any questions or comments.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.

Accept for filing   



Controller’s Report  2016

Dr. Williamson asked for a motion to accept these minutes for filing.
Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

The minutes were accepted for filing with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Ms. Miele voted yes, Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Mr. Henderson voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes and Dr. Williamson voted yes.

Announcements
  Dr. Williamson stated there will be a brief executive session in the matter of negotiations.
   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, January 5, 2017 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.   (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



        Tuesday, Dec 20 

               10:00  AM  Blighted Property 








    6:30  PM  HARB

 Monday, Dec 26



CITY HALL CLOSED

 Monday, January 2



CITY HALL CLOSED

        Thursday, January 5

    7:30  PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Se chler Community Room]

Dr. Williamson asked for any comments from members of Council.

  Mr. Allison wanted to thank Mrs. Frank for all the decorations and the time taken as well as thanking all the citizens of our City who decorate their homes for all to enjoy.
Dr. Williamson asked for any comments from the administration.

Mr. Nichols stated he found out who the outside “sales” department is…It is Codes Dept.
Mayor Campana stated he is pleased to introduce our new HR director. Her name is Lilly King.

Ms. Lilly King, stated this is her first time ever to attend a city Council meeting. She will be starting on January 3, and is very excited to work for the City of Williamsport. She stated she thinks it will be a great transition for her. She is coming from the medical field in HR, so this will be different. Her background has always been in manufacturing, and then she became a nurse, and then went back to HR. She stated she is excited about working here.

Dr. Williamson stated it was nice to meet her and he knows it is a challenging time, to figure out new roles and new laws and make sure that the needs of our employees and taxpayers needs are met.

Ms. King stated she has been learning HR for 30 years.

Dr. Williamson asked for any comments from members of the general public.

There were none.
Dr. Williamson thanked everybody for their hard work and wished everybody a Merry Christmas.
Adjournment
.


Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Allison and a second by Mrs. Katz.
Motion was carried by unanimous  at  8:45 PM “ayes’ .
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