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[image: image1]Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, December 17, 2015 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Council President Bill Hall and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

         Approval of the December 1, 2015 Budget Meeting #1 City Council Meeting minutes were approved upon the motion of Mrs. Katz and a second of Dr. Williamson with a roll call of six votes.  The vote was 6 to 0.    Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.
Limited Courtesy of the Floor
Charles Black, 708 West Third St.
I am here to talk briefly about the budget being voted on and finalized tonight.  I am very happy to see the proposal for more cameras and drone technology being removed and I hope that it stays out.  This night is very personal to me because exactly 2 years ago, I was assaulted and robbed a couple of blocks away. As a survivor of crime, I do not believe that more cameras or drones will make us any safer.  We need to come together as a community, fix what we have and go back to basics of things such as community policing. I would like to thank all of you for your time and I also thank Bill Hall for all that he has done for our town. Thank you.

Mr. Hall said thank you Mr. Black and thank you for your comments.
Ordinance #6290
Ordinance Amending  Article 117 General Fee Schedule (final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

Mr. Gerardi stated he doesn't have anything to add.

  Mr. Allison wanted to make sure that the fees are not out of line.

  Mr. Gerardi answered no as a matter of fact, we are lower than most municipalities.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the ordinance.
The ordinance was carried in final reading with five yes roll call votes.  The vote was 5 to 1.  Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted no.  Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.

Ordinance #6291
Ordinance Amending Article 149.09 Concerning Residency Requirements (final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.
Mayor Campana stated he has no other comments from last week in regards to this change.

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments, hearing none.

The ordinance was carried in final reading with six yes roll call votes. The vote was 6 to 0.  Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.

Ordinance #6292
Ordinance Adopting Various Operating Budgets (final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Dr. Williamson.

  Mr. Nichols, this ordinance is on second reading and adopts 11 different operating budgets in the City of Williamsport and makes the appropriations for calendar year 2016. As you know each budget was reviewed two different budget sessions and also last week’s City Council meeting. You have received update pages for your packet that reflects all the changes that were made including the compared equity statement which now shows an ending balance unassigned of $105,476 and unassigned balance of another 600,000 as relates to business privilege tax which is still being resolved through the court system. So the administration is asking for your approval on this second reading.
 Mr. Hall asked if there were questions or comments. 

  Mrs. Katz stated that she would like to address the administration saying that you are hiring a new Streets and Parks director.  We are saying farewell, and Bill Wright is probably has left the Country at this point….laughter..   John Grado and Mr. Nichols who in the future will probably be in the same boat of someday retiring.  

She stated one of the things that does concern her is that we don't have a professional engineer that is working with John to fill his big huge shoes. He knows the infrastructure and the ins and outs of everything. It concerns me that he does not have anyone working underneath him, and we all know that there are so many federally unfunded mandates that we have to be aware of and how they work with this. One of the things that I think, even know I don't really know the gentleman, I think the salary should maybe be about $55,000 so he can crawl, walk, and then run into the position.  From the standpoint, that he has got a lot to learn.  Bill Wright had a huge inventory of what he would bring to us at Public Works all the time.  There is a huge learning curve, and big projects coming up, we have the Levy system, there are so many things that are coming that, but my biggest concern is not having someone that John can be compatible with at this point.

Mrs. Katz made a motion and the salary for the head of streets and parks be reduced to $55,000.  On page 14, salary line, office of director be reduced by $10,000. 

Mr. Hall asked for a second.

Dr. Williamson seconded.

  Mrs. Katz stated from what I understand, the gentleman’s salary is already $46,000 and is getting almost $10,000 increase his salary. That is where I'm coming from. I could be totally wrong but this is where I am looking at.  I am looking at we have not given some other people raises that they are qualified for and this is one area where in the near future,  maybe the salary can be increased.  But, being a new employee, I remember with Mr. Nichols, that somebody was hired for a top position, and he was hired at $20,000 less. That's what I was looking at, and that was about a month or two ago. 
  Mr. Nichols answered,  typically when an administrative position is filled by a new employee, or a promotion, but the current person in terms of what their salary was, I would suggest if you're going to lower it, I think you should not go all the way down to that amount because that would not let the administration provide for an increase, because there is a probationary period is included of 3 to 6 months. So, if the motion is to reduce that by $5000, then I would reduce it to $60,000, not $55,000, so that there is room for the administration to make an adjustment if it is appropriate.

   Mrs. Katz stated I would agree with that, it is in the area where you have to work your way up. I know that I've had disagreements here with some of my fellow Council people, where as they get the title and there is no money involved, and the title is important to them. Here we are talking position and title, I just want to make sure that there is no discrepancy here that what is going with the other employees, people that have been here for many years. 

  Mr. Nichols stated I think that there's a number of things that went into the Mayor's decision, that is longevity, and this individual has a number of years of service, and a tremendous work record with the City. Again the position qualifications and responsibilities are such that I think it can justify all the mirrors recommending. In any case, if you are suggesting $5000 decrease, then I would make 60,000 so there's room for obviously a promotion or adjustment after the probationary period.

  Mr. Hall stated so Mrs. Katz, your motion is to reduce the line item by 10,000, and Mr. Nichols as saying reduce it by $5000. Do you want to change your motion?

Mrs. Katz stated she will reduce it to $5000. Dr. Williamson made the second, so he will agree with the $5000 change.  Dr. Williamson agreed.
  Mr. Hall asked for any more comments or questions, hearing none, he asked for the vote.
The motion was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 1. 
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted no., Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.  (Mr. Allison voted no)
  Mr. Hall asked if there were other motions.

  Dr. Williamson stated he wanted to make a motion to change the name of a line item on page 21 line item 78141 from Art Grant Program to “James David Robinson Cultural Arts Grant Program” in his memory.  Mr. Noviello seconded it.
  Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the amendment.

The motion was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0. 

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

  Mr. Hall asked if there were any more motions.

Ms. Miele stated after reviewing with Mr. Simpson she would like to make a motion on page 22 to reduce line 73010 by 1,000.   Mrs. Katz seconded it.
Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the motion.

The motion was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 1. 

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted no, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. (Mr. Smith voted no).
  Mr. Hall asked if there were other motions.
Ms. Miele stated on page 20, line 73010 to increase $1,000.  Mr. Allison seconded it.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the motion.

The motion was carried with seven yes roll call votes.  The vote was 7 to 0. 

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes. Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes. 

Mr. Hall asked if there were any more changes or comments.

  Mr. Noviello stated he wanted to make a few comments before we finalize this. For myself and many other teachers, the least favorite tasks come at the semesters end of the final grading process.  The doing is complete and then the evaluation begins. The numbers fall where they fall. The systemic of the grading process are used to find ultimate outcome. Teachers have some reasonable degree of latitude to utilize, that's a 20%, but by and large they are dedicated to use the numbers that the students have produced and place in the overall process. For me, it is difficult when the teacher sees a 100% effort by a student, who still may not achieve the minimum grade. They simply did what they did with what they had. Like in our budget process, we finally have the numbers and the grades are due today. We may be given our own 20% here of wiggle room, but the rest is basically set in stone and we have little options on what comes to some of those things that are State-mandated. We know in many respects that the City has done very well, even with the number of setbacks. I think many of us up here and those at the administrative table take some pride in those things. They are certainly valuable to the overall community. Nevertheless, like a grading process, some things are absolutes. For us that means having done our best with our 20%, and yet we are still left wanting. That want this now going to be fulfilled by an admittedly substantial tax increase that this body is loathed to pass in the overburdened public will have to come to bear.  Supporting this budget has been one of those end of semester kind of tasks for me. I think the response to that is it is time to do time for us to consider at least looking at 3 to 5 years strategic plans where we can begin to better invent our future rather than be subject to what tends to happen to us and then deal with it in the aftermath. Such plans, in my mind can greatly reduce the kinds of circumstances that we've had to address in these last several sessions as we come into the new year. Presently, I think it is important that we are updated on all of our city insurances that give us numbers to work with. I would like to see a good visual inventory departmentally, I know I already spoken to a couple of the department heads and people already in the process of doing that and others have been patiently waiting to do that. I think it's also time for reassessing of city-owned property, for a for variety of practical reasons, the practicality of the market value, the safety issues that are involved in the maintenance costs in the long run. I think it is also necessary to have those numbers to address the course of our budget sessions. So I think these types of things, among others are within our strategic plan and could well add to that wiggle room that we kinda value so much and give us more opportunity to express the kind concerns and changes, like some of the ones we made tonight to come about in an easier fashion without stretching anyone part of our budget to accommodate another part of the budget. I would like to see us pay some attention to that idea as we come into the new year. I know from my own part, I had the opportunity to sit down with Mr. Nichols prior to our budget session, and that our talk for two hours did not necessarily change the numbers, the numbers are still the numbers, but I got a different perspective, a different point of view and different understanding of why some of the numbers are exactly what they are. That assures me in the process of going through this process of the rest the budget discussions here as well as a number of private discussions with my colleagues as well. As I finish these comments, I would like to impress upon the administration that we are kinda hungry for that to appear, a little bit more involvement of things beforehand, a little bit deeper insight of issues that are taken place with the departments and a little bit better communication over the course of the next several years so we don't end up facing more of the kind concerns we had to face in this last round of budget cuts.  I wanted to get that out before we completed the final process and have that food for thought as we continue on with the evening.
  Mr. Hall said thank you Mr. Noviello and do you have something to say in terms of your vote?

  Mr. Noviello stated as we go through the process of the budget here, I will be abstaining for any and all components with association of the controller's office.

  Dr. Williamson stated he enjoyed an exchange this week with Mr. Noviello this week and enjoyed hearing his comments and feels that he is right on in our ability to find more wiggle room in the coming years. The more communication we have in the further out we look, we can strategically make decisions consider reactively making decisions. We are at a decision point here tonight that we have played all the cards in the final card is, we do the best that we can, the best the city government has done, for example we won a maintain the Police Department that best we can as it has been maintained throughout the years. We want to maintain the amount of money that we put in to the infrastructure here in and year out, we want to maintain what we have been building in terms of the recreation program. We need to keep as much as we can going at a steady pace. The other card we could've played, this to say okay we don't want to raise taxes, we could play that card, but what would that mean? How would that make the world different, be different because there be fewer people working in people would be laid off, fewer things would be done in fewer things would be accomplished, and in some ways people would be less safe and have a lower quality of life. That is why we sit there it away from it because we want to maintain the bare-bones services.  Maintain, or eliminate the tax increase and then cut. Those are the only cards to play. The only other thing I could see is passed the bill to the future, pass the bill to your kids and pass the bill to your grand kids. I refuse to do that so I don't even consider that a card in the deck. There's really only two choices, you can tell me to do less, but you can also tell me to do what is and has been expected of our city services. What we are trying to do is maintain what we have and find our way back.  The Mayor has proposed this tax increase proposal and we are going to give him what he wants, if we did the math, we could possible change it to 2.0 mils.  We have changed this budget very little.
  Mr. Allison stated he thought about the things we have done in the budget, and I think the main thing that we had to do is to anticipate some future needs down the road.  In light of things, on what we do do is reduce the borrowing to $1 million a to cover what we consider essentials right now which is $500,000 to settle the Deprenda case litigation, which I'm going to repeat myself off, it is a borrowing so it's going to be paid back of an amount of $57,000 a year, and will not materially affected 2016 budget very but is going forward. I think it is 6% of the mill, so it is not a budget driver. We are also borrowing $500,000 to leverage the 2.7 million RCAP grant for Bowman Field.  Those are two things we are committed to. So we are not increasing the borrowing beyond 1 million before we get more information such as the Levy cost and expenditures, and see what we may need to borrow to pay for that. We are taking a breather a little bit to be to assess to see what is coming. We did reduce the money in that borrowing for paved streets, but there is still a decent amount in there. This past summer was challenging for all the citizens of Williamsport to be able to make their way through the city because of the utility work that is going on. The upside is there are several streets that UGI and the Water Authority are going to have to repave.  He spoke about the police force and explained how difficult it is to maintain a full, lament because of retirements, we are funding for the one on which are 3 to 6 more than what we have had for a while. If we maintain that 51 we are doing more than the status quo.  This budget also increases the vital training because we are getting so many young inexperienced officers, they need to be mentored and trained to get them up to speed. We have addressed that and we are trying to help in that area. However the budget we're passing does not eliminate the possibility of adding more officers above that number since we have excepted the full tax increase proposed by the administration. We dropped money to the bottom line, as 2016 progresses we can use that money. Moving money to the bottom line is not a rejection to the Mayor's proposal, but it is Council's approach to look at a strategic process to assimilate even more new officers into the force, while at the same time, addressing the possibility of changing leadership and what that might mean to the department and the whole structure of the department. There is a lot that is going to be going on in public safety in the coming year and we have tried to cover that whole base.  He also spoke about the things that the State controls in their budget.  He spoke about pension reform from as far back as three years ago.  
  Mr. Hall asked for other comments.

  Mr. Smith stated when we look at the budget vote, probably 90% of the this budget expenses, and there is very little on the income side.  I have said this for the last few years and I am going to say it again, we cannot keep burdening the owners of real estate in the city. When we look at this 1.89 mil increase, and as $189 and the house is valued at hundred thousand dollars. We have some houses in the city that are valued in $1 million, so take a look at the numbers and see how much they will be paying in taxes. We have got to find other ways to raise the income, look at the expenses, how many times have expenses gone down? They haven't. And I say again and again and again, we have to look at other ways of raising income for the city. When you really look at the number ways, there are several, it can be done. I have heard you're going off and some people if you put the service fee on, don’t you think we will offend people by imposing fees?  Well, they get offended when we keep raising taxes. We are supposed to be here to represent the people and all of the people, and that means how far we put our hand into the wallet and pocketbook.
  Mr. Hall called for a vote on the second reading of the budget.

The ordinance/budget was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.
Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.

Ordinance #6293
Ordinance Setting the 2016 Tax Rate (final reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance in final reading.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Nichols stated as indicated in the budget, the tax rate is expected to generate $12,634,142, which is the net, with a collection rate of 92%.

  Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments on this ordinance on, hearing none.

The ordinance/budget was carried in final reading with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.

Mr. Hall thanked everyone on Council for all their efforts and stated it is what it is and we have passed this tonight.

Mr. Hall changed the order of the agenda.
Resolution #8512
Resolution Authorizing the City of Williamsport to Award a Contract for the Purchase of Two 35’ Compressed Natural Gas Low Floor Transit Vehicles

The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

 Dr. Williamson made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Nichols stated this resolution authorizes River Valley Transit for the purchase of two compressed natural gas transit buses in the amount of $1,112,837. These two vehicles will bring our CNG fleet to 6.  Last month Penn Dot did award a grant to purchase 6 CNG buses and we will be bringing another resolution to purchase 4 buses next month.  Again this is a procurement with another transit system. The finance committee did review this.

  Dr. Williamson stated at our review we talked about the progress that RVT has made was all the conversions to CNG conversions and we are able to make our goal a little bit sooner.  There is a good long-term plan for the conversion process and finance passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions.

  Ms. Miele asked if this was from ACT 89.

  Mr. Nichols stated yes. And this from franchise taxes and it was from a user fee so to speak so it does not come from the general fund.

  Mr. Hall asked for any more comments or questions hearing none . 
The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.
Resolution # 8510
Resolution Transportation Alternatives Program Grant Application Pathway to Health Phase 4
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Grado stated we are asking for approval to submit the grant application to the Pennsylvania 

Department of Transportation for a transportation all alternatives program for phase 4 the pathway to health. Phase 1 and two have been completed that is a section of Walnut Street as part of the entrance to Susquehanna Health. Phase 3 we did receive the million dollar grant that is a section of Maynard Street from first Street up to third and third Street up to Campbell. This section is basically the final section, we have crafted the scope to really complete the project.  The total amount of grant is $798,500, as in the past and other projects, the design costs is basically the local match we are taken that from the community development block grant budgets of 2017.  We are also going to apply to the County for additional grant.  Phase 1 started in 2005.This was sent to Finance for approval.  

Dr. Williamson stated at our review we went through this sequence of projects and we are happy to see this coming to completion.  We reviewed all phases of the project.  It took 12 years for an eight block project. We passed this to the full body Council with positive recommendation.
Mr. Hall asked for a vote on the resolution.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.
Resolution #8511
Resolution to Borrow $500,000 to Fund Deprenda Litigation Settlement

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Norman Lubin, City solicitor, before you is the resolution to authorize the borrowing, the city had agreed to pay $500,000 of the $1 million settlement in that Deprenda law suit.  We are required to get approval for this loan.  This went before the Finance Committee.

  Dr. Williamson stated at our review everything seemed to be in order and everything is as expected from Council’s perspective and from the finance perspective we passed this to the full body Council with a positive recommendation.

  Mr. Hall asked for any questions or comments, hearing none.

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes, and Mr. Hall voted yes.

Dr. Williamson took over the meeting for the next resolution.

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Resolution #8509
Resolution – Honoring Council President William “Bill” Hall

[image: image2.png]CITY OF WILLIAMSPORT, PA

RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION# ___ B0 DATE A2-\\=\§

TITLE

COUNCILMAN WILLIAM J, “BIiL” HALL

WHEREAS, William Hall bhas served with distinction as a member of the Williamsport City Council from
Jaauary 5, 2004 through January 4, 2016, and:

WHEREAS, F¥iliam Hall has provided inveluable leadership and to Williamsport City Covasil and mentorship
to members of Couacil through his services as President for four years, and;

WHEREAS, William Hall will be remembered for his efforts and dediction to all aspects of City Government
particulirly matters pertaining to the finances and to the infrastructur of the City of Williamsport and through his
service leadership on numerous committees including the Capital Budget & Finance Committee, Committee on
Historic Preservation, Economic Revitalization Couamittee, Fire Pension Board, Greater Williamsport Alliance,
Housing Needs Commitice, Public Works Committee, Public Sefety Committee, Fair Housing Commission,
Officers’ & Employees’ Pension Board, Police Pension Board, and a STEP Board Representative, and;

WHEREAS, William Hall has served with the best interest and welfare of the citizens of the City of
Wiliamaspor as his gonl, and

WHEREAS, as a result of the services of William Hall, the City of Williamsport, A City with a Proud Past, is
left with a more promising future.

Now THEREFORE, at our meeting assembled this 17 day of December 2015, Williamsport City Council does
bereby acknowledge and express on behalf of the citizens of the City of Williamsport our deep appreciation and
gratitude for his substantial contributions to our comunity, both s a citizen and 2s a City Couacilman, and our best
wishes or his future endeavors as his leadership and involvement on Willimsport City Council will be sorely

missed
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Dr. Williamson said thank you Mrs. Frank, I know that was emotional and hard to get through. Dr. Williamson asked for a motion on the resolution.
Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Dr. Williamson stated he hears many motions and many seconds on the resolution. It is his pleasure tonight for the person who has served so many years and leadership. For eight of Bill’s 12 years on Council, I feel it is an honor for me to be the one to recognize his service. He has been a leader amongst colleagues on Council and he is somebody who I have had the pleasure to work with on a whole lot of issues. Some of them included pressing a button up there that has been passed from one president to the next, the easy button. And some that don't deserve getting to press the easy button. I have learned a lot myself on a personal level from Bill about how city government works, about how parliamentary procedure works, how politics works and I appreciate that leadership in that mentorship. I think I speak for my colleagues on Council and for the citizens of Williamsport when I express my appreciation for his service.  He asked Mr. Hall to join him.

  Dr. Williamson continued and said first of all, on what we will be authorizing this evening is the resolution Mrs. Frank read and gave you a copy of the resolution. Secondly, as the weight of the City of Williamsport is lifted off your shoulders (Mr. Hall stated and my bad back, lol) . I have something that will replace it in terms of heaviness.  Dr. Williamson brought out the gift for Mr. Hall and I will read this. It says these bricks from the silk mill formerly located at the site of Memorial Homes are presented to William J, “Bill” Hall in commemoration of his 12 years of dedicated service and leadership on Williamsport City Council and his contributions to the significant progress achieved in Williamsport through that project and numerous others like that. So on behalf of the City of Williamsport, we present this to you.
People stood and applauded Mr. Hall.

  Mr. Hall said thank you Dr. Williamson, members of Council. It has been my honor to be involved in county government as an elected official and then city government as in the elected official, going back serving with Dr. Randy Hipple, Tom O'Connor, Jamie Gilbert, Marlene Whaley, Mike Wiley, Pat Marty, as well as the six people sitting here.  All of them have had to endure my dry city humor and my bluntness when I speak for which I have never made any apologies. I had the opportunity sometime this past summer to visit my brother's grave down the Lancaster. In looking at the tombstone it had two dates on it, they had 1954 – 1983. I sat there for a while and I looked at that – it occurred to me then and it occurs to me now, that life for all of us starts with one date and ends with another and in between is that –. And what is most important in all of our lives, for our families and for our communities, that all of us make the most of that – whatever it is. Because by making the most of that – in your life, is that’s all will be there from 100 or 200 years from now when someone's looking at your tombstone, is what you made of that –. What did you make of it? I have had the opportunity in my life to make a lot of it so far and I'm not done yet, but it is important because the more you make of that – in your own personal life, the more you affect your family, and the more positive things you affect your community. Because you could only affect one person at a time, and that is where you have to start. I would say all of you make the most of that – and I want to thank you for allowing me to be so humbled as to be allowed to serve you the last 14 years. Thank you all very much.

Dr. Williamson stated the President of City Council reminded me we have to take a vote so on the resolution please Mrs. Frank. 

The resolution was carried with seven yes roll call votes. The vote was 7 to 0.

Mr. Noviello voted yes, Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Smith voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, Ms. Miele voted yes, Dr. Williamson voted yes and Mr. Hall voted yes.
Accept for filing: 
There is nothing for filing because of the holidays.

Announcements
   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday, January 7, 2016 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers.  There will be a City Council Reorganizational Meeting on Monday, January 4, 2016 at 7:00 PM.  There will be a Police Pension Board Meeting immediately following this meeting.  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:



        Monday, December 28

   12:00 PM  Planning Commission

    4:00  PM  Recreation Meeting



        Monday, January 4 2016

    7:00  PM  City Council Reorganizational Meeting

                          Thursday, January 7  2016

    7:30  PM  City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]

Mr. Hall asked for questions or comments from Council.

  Mr. Allison stated I probably should've said these remarks during the resolution, we have such an appropriate memento to give Bill because that's what he is all about, the bricks and the where and building things and getting things down to business. He was a get it done guy, he wanted to know, what obstacles we have and how we can overcome that and how we can accomplish things with the city. I mentioned several times before that it was his idea the ERC to look into the E. 3rd St., Gateway project and that and we hope is going to be a lasting legacy for all of us. I've had a lot of conversations Bill, texts over City Business but we've also talked about things that had nothing to do with city business, just life, and to me those are the most meaningful. Thank you. 
  Mr. Noviello stated I certainly want to thank Bill for his service for the city, have been here for four years I understand more of what that entails. I said a couple of times I spent the last 25 years teaching state local government, and the last four years having state/local government teach me. I think that the lessons have been well learned. It is always important to recognize those that have devoted time to their communities. Not many are inclined to do so, many people are quick to criticize and to blame, but not everyone wants to step up to the plate and forward their time to their communities. I think such people are rather limited in number, and I think Mr. Hall finds himself in that number.  So thank you Mr. Hall.

  Ms. Miele I am along the same lines here, and I wanted to take a minute to say in serving on City Council the past six years with Mr. Hall, I consider myself fortunate to have spent the past six years serving with Mr. Hall. I have had the benefit of his knowledge not just in third class city code, which is invaluable, and nearly bottomless, but also his knowledge of politics and his advice in terms of city government. While both of my terms have been educational in many respects, many of the best ideas, and pretty much of all of those memorable lessons that I've learned on my time on Council have been from Bill Hall. I am hoping Bill, as we move forward and attempt to make our own small part of city government, that A. We can continue to pick your brain periodically, and B. we can continue your legacy and things that he taught us about city government.
  Mr. Hall said thank you and ask for any more comments from Council, the administration?

  Mayor Campana stated Merry Christmas.

Mr. Hall stated Merry Christmas. He asked for a motion to adjourn. 
Adjournment
Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mrs. Katz  and a second by Dr. Williamson.
Motion was carried by unanimous 8:48 PM “ayes’ .
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