City Council Meeting Minutes of December 19, 2013

Thursday, December 19, 2013

Williamsport, PA

Council President Bill Hall brought the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, December 19, 2013 at 7:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers.  The Cooley Studio did not televise the meeting.  The invocation was given by Councilwoman Bonnie Katz and was immediately followed by the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

  Council President Bill Hall called the meeting to order. He asked for approval of City Council Meeting Minutes dated 12/2/13 & 12/4/13.  Do I have a motion to approve these minutes?  

Ms. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.  There were no questions or comments.  The minutes were approved with five yes roll call votes.  The vote was 5 to 0.  Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.  Dr. Williamson was absent.
There was no courtesy of the floor.

Ordinance # 6246
Ordinance Adopting Various Operating Budgets for the City of Williamsport including the General Fund, Utility Fund, WBT Capital Projects, Capital Projects Fund, Liquid Fuels Fund, City Hall Operating Fund, WBT Planning, Unemployment Compensation Fund, Debt Service Fund, Trade & Transit Center & ACT 13 Fund  final reading) Bill #1615-13
The City Clerk read the ordinance.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance in final reading.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.

  Mr. Nichols wished everyone a Merry Christmas and stated under second reading of this ordinance this will adopt the 2014 budgets and make the necessary appropriations for the budget as you can see in the ordinance. As you know they were to budget sessions, and the first reading of this ordinance and the budget was presented line item by line item in the budget review session. We are asking for your approval on the second reading.

  Mr. Hall asked for comments or questions on the second reading.

  Mr. Hall stated last week we talked about and I removed from the table a motion about reducing the line item 4691 on page 41 by $71,000.  I am making that motion tonight, there will be no corresponding motions, and this will drop to the bottom for the use of the Mayor next year. My motion is on page 41, line 4691 to reduce that by $71,000, do I have a second?  Mr. Noviello seconded it.

    Mr. Hall asked if there were any further discussions, hearing none Mrs. Frank.

The ordinance amendment was carried on second reading of five yes roll call votes. Ms. Miele had not yet arrived, Dr. Williamson was absent.  The vote was 5 to 0.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any other questions on this ordinance in final reading, there were none,

The ordinance carried on second reading with five yes roll call votes.  Ms. Miele had not yet arrived, Dr. Williamson was absent.  The vote was 5 to 0.
Ordinance # 6247 
Ordinance of the City of Williamsport, County of Lycoming & the Commonwealth of PA Fixing the Tax Rate for all City Purposes for the Year 2014(final reading)Bill#1616-13

The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adopt this ordinance on second reading.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was second by Mrs. Katz.
  Mr. Nichols stated this ordinance sets the tax rate for 2014 for each dollar he assessed valuation is 11.58 Mills and as indicated in the budget, is translates into $10,156,396 for the city of Williamsport's operating budget. So we are asking for your approval on this final reading.

  Mr. Allison stated to make it clear this represents no tax increase for the year 2014 for this budget.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions or comments.

The ordinance was carried in second reading with five yes roll call votes. Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.  Dr. Williamson was absent.  The vote for 5 to 0.

Resolution #8291
Resolution of the City Council of the City of Williamsport for Various Insurance Needs for Policy Years 1/1/14 through 12/31/14
The City Clerk read the resolution.

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Nichols stated this is a standard resolution presented at this time a year to authorize the city's insurance policies for calendar year 2014. Clearly stated with the information is the comparison sheet that says next year's proposed insurance premiums are about 14% higher. This is primarily due to an increase in Workmen's Compensation premium and this was explained the insurance proposal review. Our insurance consultant with Zigmund & Co, who did an excellent job putting this together. This insurance is affordable and in line with the approved budget. Ruth Murawski  is here from Zigmund group to review this and answer any questions you may have.

  Mr. Allison stated the Finance Committee reviewed this and passed to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation. As was noted, the Workmen's Compensation increased from 331,000 to 379,000.  

  Ruth Murawski read a presentation to give insight and more information as to the increases.  The property insurance is up because of the improvements that are being done.  The major increase is the worker man’s compensation because of Act 46.  A lot of insurance companies are very weary of writing this policy but the city has had this for four years going on five and they are the only insurance carrier that writes for firemen in the state of Pennsylvania.  There was discussion and questions about the insurance carrier, Companion.  They are a good carrier and the rates were raised for every City in the State this year.  It is a 21% increase this year.  
Mr. Hall asked for a vote to approve this resolution.

The resolution was carried with five yes roll call votes.  Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.  Dr. Williamson was absent.  The vote was 5 to 0.

Ordinance #6248
Ordinance Authorizing & Securing the Issuance of a General Obligation Bond, Series of 2014, in the Maximum  Principal Amount of $4,000,000.(final reading) Bill #1617-13
The City Clerk read the ordinance.  
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Nichols said this ordinance authorizing short-term line of credit for capital projects both the city and River Valley transit. It is structured so that we have a line of credit why we are waiting for project costs to be reimbursed from various grant sources. We expect to receive a grant in the near future. The maximal principle amount is 4 million dollars and will be available for the projects that were read as part of the ordinance. It is consistent with the city's current line the credit which expires at the end of the year. M&T Bank is here to answer any questions.

Mr. Hall asked if there were any questions, hearing none, Mrs. Frank.

The ordinance was carried with five yes roll call votes.  Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.  Dr. Williamson was absent.  The vote was 5 to 0.

Ordinance #6249
Ordinance Transfer Ordinance (final reading)Bill #1618-13

The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

  Mr. Nichols, this provides the necessary authorization to the revisions to the various 2013 budget line items. As required by the administrative code, councils approve the transfers made which is more than 5% of the given line items. This is on second reading and we are asking for your approval.

Mr. Hall asked for any questions, hearing none Mrs. Frank.

The ordinance was carried with five yes roll call votes.  Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.  Dr. Williamson was absent.  The vote was 5 to 0.
Bill #1619-13
Ordinance Amending an Ordinance of the City of Williamsport Being Known as Council Bill #2868, Approved January 21, 1961, as Amended, Establishing Stop Signs, Parking Signs & Other Changes to the Traffic Code  Amending Traffic Control Maps(first reading)
The City Clerk read the ordinance.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this ordinance on first reading.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

  Mr. Wright, the ordinance before you this evening is to update the traffic control maps for changes. Most of these changes occurred in June and also again in September. Most the changes were doing part two the midtown that project, this was before public works and I have received no comments either pro or con for these changes since they were enacted and went to the 90 day trial.

  Mr. Smith, this did come to Public Works Committee and we discussed the changes and there were no negative reactions on this. We did send this full body of Council with positive recommendation.

  Mr. Noviello asked about the procedure to change stop signs and traffic lights.

  Mr. Wright stated some of the signage varies but for the most part if it's a safety related issue, someone contacts us, we look at it and if it is decided that it has merit or at least some merit, we will install the sign and wait the 90 day trial period.

Mr. Hall asked for a vote on this ordinance in first reading.

The ordinance was carried with five yes roll call votes.  Ms. Miele had not yet arrived.  Dr. Williamson was absent.  The vote was 5 to 0.
Resolution # 8288
Resolution Awarding the 2014 Trash Removal Contract for the City of Williamsport

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve this resolution.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Wright stated this resolution is to approve the 2014 trash removal contract. This did go out for public bid and we had two bidders with Bower disposable being the low bidder, $20,946.65.  This did go before Finance Committee.
  Mr. Allison stated we did review this at Finance and it is pretty straightforward the only thing I will note on the special events are not covered under this. We passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked for question or comments, hearing none. Mrs. Frank

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  Dr. Williamson was absent.  The vote was 6 to 0.
Resolution #8289
Resolution Authorizing Tax & Revenue Anticipation  Note for 2014
The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mr. Noviello made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.

  Mr. Nichols stated this resolution authorizes the City of Williamsport to issue a tax and revenue anticipation note in the amount of $1,500,000.  This also authorizes the city for proposal from M and T bank to purchase the note.  There is a month summary and the city should be able to pay it back by the end of April. The city's tax money is collected by the end of March and April. 

  Mr. Allison, Finance reviewed this and passed this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation. The minimum rate is 1.94 and the maxes out at7.94% that is the range and the amount of payback time is probably not going to be relevant. 

Mr. Hall asked for any comments or questions hearing none Mrs. Frank.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  Dr. Williamson was absent.  The vote was 6 to 0.
Resolution #8290

Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a MOU Between Seda-Cog Joint Rail Authority, The City of 
Williamsport and the County of Lycoming for Hepburn St. Rail Crossing Upgrade

The City Clerk read the resolution.
Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the resolution.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Ms. Miele.

  Mr. Grado, this MOU is for improvements in the area at the foot of Hepburn Street, there is a rail crossing to the Hepburn Street station. With the placement of the Riverwalk in that location has been increased usage and parking in that location. These improvements that we are seeing between the County of Lycoming, Seda-Cog, the improvements would be to relocate the existing crossing and the MOU divides this into three parts. The city would be responsible for the drive access going into Hepburn Street which the right away would be provided dedicated to the city and we would accepted as an extension of Hepburn Street.   The MOU was reviewed by Finance & Public Works as well as the City Solicitor.  
  Mr. Allison, we did review this at finance passed it to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation. You will notice that the city share in the project is around $60,000 which will come from the 2013 act 13 funds. We addressed the access to the walkway and also our pump station which is next to that so we are doing two things that we are interested in.

  Ms. Miele, stated I would like to mention when we are taking the funding for this from our act 13 2013 and, we had money left over and we are under budget in Street reconstruction, and the other thing is that we did speak to Mr. Grado about the current site plan for this, even though we don’t have an approved crossing, we should create pedestrian access with this chunk of that, it seems that we should put a sidewalk in there.

  Mrs. Katz stated she is happy to see that some action is being taken because the Riverwalk issues quite a bit and it is our responsibility to start taking action with this to make it safer because it is a great access for us here at the city level and there's a lot of tourists that use the Riverwalk.

  Mr. Smith, it did come to Public Works and the main thrust of this is a safety issue. The vehicles were so close to the tracks that they could've been hit by a train and something had to be done here.  The road that goes in there will have barriers to keep the vehicles away from the tracks. On the West End there is going to be a barrier and on the East End barrier to keep the vehicles from going West or East. The new crossing will not have gates and will not have lights  and that is not our responsibility. That was the question we ask. We sent this to the full body of Council with a positive recommendation.

Mr. Hall asked if they were any other questions.

The resolution was carried with six yes roll call votes.  Dr. Williamson was absent.  The vote was 6 to 0.

Certificates of Appropriateness – HARB

Item 2.  YWCA North Central PA

815 West Fourth Street 
A. Replace 34 first floor windows with Slocomb, Newtown Ultra fleet glass series vinyl double hung windows, tan color, with internal grids matching the existing window size and pane patterns.   Repair and paint all trim

B. Four (4), first floor front windows will be retained and repaired to original appearance.  Exterior or interior storm windows may be installed.  Match meeting bars and paint to match trim.  

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness.

Mr. Allison made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Katz.
The certificates of appropriateness were carried with six yes roll call votes. Dr. Williamson was absent.  The vote was 6 to 0.
Accept for filing:

Public Safety Committee Minutes 10/1/13

Mr. Hall asked for a motion to approve these minutes.

Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Noviello.

The minutes were accepted with six yes roll call votes.  Dr. Williamson was absent.  The vote was 6 to 0.

Announcements

   The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday January 9, 2014 at 7:30 PM, in City Hall Council Chambers. There is a reorganizational meeting of City Council to be held on Monday, January 6, 2014 at 7:30 PM  (Enter through the police department at rear of building for meetings after 5:00 PM.)
 
~ Upcoming Meetings:




      Monday, January 6

            7:30 PM    City Council Reorganizational Meeting



      Thursday, January 9                          7:30 PM   City Council Meeting


[Meetings Held in Council Chambers Unless Otherwise Noted – [scr] = William Sechler Community Room]
There were no comments from Council, the administration or the public.
Adjournment
 Mr. Hall asked for a motion to adjourn.

Ms. Miele made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Allison.  Meeting was adjourned with unanimous ayes.
Janice Frank

City Clerk   8:17 PM
Also, Present: 


	Gabriel J. Campana, Mayor	Mr. William Nichols, Jr. 


	Mr. John Grado


	Mr. Joe Gerardi 


	Mr. Joseph Pawlak


	Mr. William Nichols, Jr.


         Mr. Gary Knarr 


	Mr. Bill Wright, S&P	C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief


	Greg Foresman, Police Chief 


	Chief Heinbach 


	Sol. J. David Smith


	Janice Frank, City Clerk


	Members of the news media


	





Council members present:


	Bill Hall, President   


	Jonathan Williamson, Vice President absent	Bill Hall, Councilman


	Bonnie Katz, Councilwoman  


	Don Noviello, Councilman 


	N. Clifford Smith, Councilman	Randall J. Allison, Councilman


	Elizabeth Miele, Councilwoman 


	Randall Allison, Councilman 














